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Darla Ij(_iz '

From: "Carol Thomas" <mfscat@earthlink.net>
To: "Darla Kizer" <dkizer@comcast.net>
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2003 3:04 PM

Attach: Joshua Cole Death Cert;.jpg; Mary Cole.jpg; Final Settlement of Estate.jpg
Subject: Joshua and Elijah Cole

Hi, Darla
| just got back from Pike Co. IL. | have found something that will interest you. It's a Probate for a Joshua Cole. |
also have John Cole's probate. He also had a son named Joshua. It's kind of strange but some of Joshua's
records were in with John Cole's records. | think someone got them mixed up when looking at them at the same
time. | also have a census record that states that John and Elizabeth Cole were born in Kentucky. We might have
a connection. | don't know yet. I'm also sending the final settlement of John Cole's estate.
Lyle Thomas

9/26/2003
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Darla kizer

From: <Bonnev58@aol.com>

To: <dkizer@comcast.net>

Sent: Friday, October 10, 2003 2:35 PM

Subject: Re: Cole Genealogy Il

Good Evening Darla;

I have not yet seen, or at least do not recall, the 1830 census that you have
mentioned. I assume that for Anderson County, Kentucky?? Who do you think
that the female in the 15 to 20 age bracket would have been?

Yes, I believe it is quite possible that Elijah Cole, Sr., may have been a
slave holder. For that period of time and in that region of the country it
would make sense that a person of some means might have been a slave holder.

William Arthur Medaris, son of Rice and Mary (Cole) Medaris, was the
photographer of the picture probably taken in the spring of 1895. To the best of my
knowledge "Art" had no formal schooling after high school. I do know that some
of Art's studio photos had the name Brady and Medaris on them. Because Art's
wife's surname was Brady, I would speculate that Art may have learned
photography from his father-in-law.

Also, Troy Medaris (who was Art's nephew) didn't go beyond high school. Troy
was the family photographer who I remember quite well while growing up in
Bement, Illinois. I believe Troy got his start as an apprentice under his Uncle
Art.

10/11/2003



History of Pike County, Illinois - 1821

Hon. William A. Grimshaw Address July 4, 1876
General Topic

Pike County has almost been the Mother of States to the west of Illinois. Having a pioneer
population of an enterprising turn, large numbers have emigrated together to Oregon, Texas and
California and other remote points following the star of empires. Many estimable farmers have
gone further east in lllinois and settled in the prairie counties, who once lived in Pike County.

The territory of Pike County as laid off in 1821, was cut off from Madison County. The Counties
then existing and created in January 1821 were -—- all South and East of the river lllinois
excepting Pike, 26 in all.

On the South begin at junction of the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, thence follow the Illinois
River to the fork of the same; meaning the Kankakee River. Thence to the line of the State of
Indiana, thence North and West embracing the territory front of Chicago, following on the line
of Wisconsin to the Mississippi River, including the famed lead mines of Galena, and to the
channel of the Mississippi, thence descending to the place of beginning.

In 1830 the population of Pike County, in it’s present limits was 3,386. In 1835 it had more than
doubled, then mosily composed of a farming population. The towns up to that date being few and
small. Now our population is approximately 38,000, and yet we have no large city, but many
interesting towns and villages.

In 1830 Cook County was laid off, it once being embraced in Pike County.



