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Elizabeth Brown was born in Albemarle County, Virginia on 22 May 1797.  Her 

childhood home was located in North Garden, VA.  On 12 December 1797 

Elizabeth married Joel Yancey of Albemarle County, VA.  Joel and Elizabeth 

made their home at Olive Mount on Green Creek in Albemarle County until 

1840.  At that time they sold their land and moved west to Burnsville, Virginia 

(now West VA) at the junction of Oil Creek and the Little Kanawha River.  Fol-

lowing Joel’s death 31 October 1865, Elizabeth move to Kentucky with her 

son Andrew Jackson Yancey and his family.  Elizabeth maintained contact 

with her sons and daughters by letters and occasional return visits to Oil 

Creek.  The following twenty-five letters were written by Elizabeth to her 

daughter Mary Jane (Yancey) McPherson who remained in Burnsville.  These 

letters were preserved by Mary Jane’s descendants and in the early 1980s, 

copies of the letters were given to John Handley Yancey of Cincinnati, Ohio 

by Tom McPherson of Burnsville/Orlando, West Virginia.  Those copies are 

reproduced here by Kenneth B. Yancey, great–great grandson of Joel and 

Elizabeth Brown Yancey.  Family Group Sheets for Elizabeth, her son An-

drew, and her daughter Mary Jane are included on pages 54-56.    

By Kenneth B. Yancey 
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This enclosure was from Andrew Jackson Yancey’s daughter, Mary Edna 

Yancey, born 29 Dec 1869 to her 1st cousin Lurena “Lene” McPherson, 

born 28 Dec 1869, daughter of Mary Jane (Yancey) McPherson.  Both 

Mary Edna and Lurena were granddaughters of Elizabeth Brown Yancey. 

Both were age 6½ when the above letter was written. 
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