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relative, Meurig Maelan, nephew to Yuyr Vychan,™ was deputy sheriff under Walter
de Mauny in 1347/8.** Ynyr Vychan himself, in faot, in the firat really serious revolt
after the conquest sided with the English and claimed to have captured Madoo ap
Llywelyn, the leader of the rebellion of 1294.5.17 Ynyr claimed to have received the
raglotry of the commote of Tal-y-bont, free of any rent or rendering, for this service,
a olaim which was disputed by John de Havering, the man appointed after the
reatoration of order in 1295 as Justice of North Wale. Tnyr’s claim to have captured
Madoo, however, was not disputed by Havering, and it is significant that a Merioneth
men, one who wad to associate himself very closely with the new order, should have
made this claim as we know that the search for the defeated rebel centred around
that county in March and April, 1206.% The King had offered a reward of five
hundred marks for his capture. There is no record of Ynyr's receiving the reward,
however, and Havering, as we have seen, opst doubt on his claim to the office of
rhaglaw. Yet Ynyr Vychan was definitely rhaglaw of Talybont in 1303/4, and he held
this office until 1329/30.” He was one of three men from the township of Nannau

who, in 1301, did homage and fealty to the first English Prince of Wales at Conway.® .

In Maroh, 1322, moreover, Ynyr Vychan, at that time rhaglaw of Talybont, followed
the sheriff of Merioneth, Sir Gruffydd Llwyd, the most prominent representative of
the new ' official ’ class, in an attack on the castle and town of Ruthin, presumably
a8 part of Gruffydd’s campaign against the baronial opposition in the Marches of
Wales in support of Edward IT.%

Yayr's son, Meurig Vychan, followed his father's example in co-operating with the
new administration. He took over the office of rhaglaw of Tal-y.bont from Ynyr
Vychan in 1331/2 and he continued in this office until 1339/40.2* In 1338 he received
in addition the bailiwick of the bond vill of Dolgellau.?®* His brother Hywel was
coroner of Ardudwy, Tal-y-bont and Ystumanner from 1337/8 to 1343/4.*¢ Meurig
Vychan'’s eldest son, Meurig Llwyd, held the office of rhaglaw of Tal-y-bont in 1391/2-
and shared the farm of the havotry of Tal-y-bont with his brother, Hywel ap Meurig.?®
& minor offico which they also shared in 1395/6.* Meurig may have become involved
in 1387 in the treason of the Duke of Gloucester as & Meuruo Lloid was granted a

pardon in November 1388 * for all treasons and felonies committeed bafors Thursday %

the last day of January last, except murders and rapes, on condition that he was not
indicted before that date for a common thief, or approver, nor appealed of murder,

1SN.L. W. Peniarth M3, 74, p. 88,

1#P.R.0., Lists and Indexes IX {Liats of Bheriffs}, p. 2603 Arch. Qamb., 1847, p. 123.

l;ﬁ;mdmm Pulgariter Nuncupatum * Ths Record of Caernarvon ' (Record Commission, 1838), .
p. 220. T

18J. Grifilths, * The Revolt of Madog ap Llywelyn 1204-6,' Caerns. Hiat. Soo. Trana., 1955, p. 20
BP.R.0O. Min. Aco. 5C6/1231/2.5, 1-12, 5C8/1232/1-5.

WEdward Owen, A List of those who did Homags and Fealty to the First English Prince of Wales 7]

in A.D, 1301. (privately printed, 1901) ; Oal. Pat. Rolls, 1343.5, p. 231, i
UB, R. Parry, * A Note on Sir Gruffydd Llwyd," Bulletin of the Board of Ocltic Studies, Vol.
XTX, Part IV, pp. 318-8.
P R.0. 808/1232/6-11.
B0al. Fine Rolls, 1337-47, p. B3,
HR. Vaughan, op. cil., p- 131.
¥P.R.0. SC68{1203/2, #P.R,0.806/1203/4.
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nor compassed the King’s death.’”” Whatover may have happened in 1397, howaver,
he is recorded in 1309 /1400 as woodward of Tal-y-bont and joint farmer of the havotry
of Merioneth.®

Meurig Liwyd’s son, Hywel Sele, was in 1399/1400 granted the farm of the amobs
of Tel-y-bont and the piscary of Barmouth.® These are the only dooumentary
references to Hywel Sele, but his name is indissolubly linked with the Glyndwr
revolt, and tradition has cast him in the kind of ¢ pro-English * rdle that the history

* of his ancestors would lead one to expect. According to the traditional tale Hywe!

Sele, who bad already refused to join with his cousin, Owain Glyndwr, was captured
by Glynd#r in & sudden raid on Nannau in 1402, During a conciliatory visit to
Nannau arranged by the Abbot of Cymer, however, Hywel Sele is reputed to have
treacherously shot an arrow at his guest, only to be foiled by a coat of mail that
Owain -was wearing under his olothea, Glynd#r then, in revenge, slew his cousin
&and, for some unexplained reason, thrust the corpse into the hollow trunk of an old
tree—to become known as ‘ Ceubren yr Ellyll '—where it remained undiscovered
for forty years,*® In addition, Glyndér * spoyled and burned his house which was
the stateliest structure in all North Wales .3 Whatever may have been the truth of
all this—and the story first appeared in the seventeenth century from the pen of
Robert Vaughan, the antiquary, of Hengwrt®*—what evidence there is would suggest
that Hywel Sele was not likely to join & rebellion against the English Crown. It is
much more probable that, like Gwilym ap Gruffydd of Penrhyn, he would have been
a political opportunist who would have joined Glyndwr with reluctance and deserted
him at the earliest possible opportunity.®® Hywel’s father, grandfather and uncle
kad all worked with the new administration, and he himself had held minor offices
under the Crown. Moreover, his brother, Gruffydd Derwas, and his own son, Meurig
Vychan, continued to serve the English Crown in Merioneth. Gruffydd Derwaa,
indeed, was holding various minor offices in 1414/15, within nine years of the time
when Glynd#r was at the height of his power.® There is one small piece of corro-
borative evidence for part of the atory—the burning of Hywel's mansion by Glyndwr
—in Pennant’s description of the ruins of the old house in Nannan park in 1778 as
‘& mere compost of cinders and ashea,’®

0al. Pat, Rolls, 1308, p. 463.
”}’.R.O. 5C6/1203/5.
2bid,

*T. P, Ellia, Dolgeiley and Lianelliyd (1928), pp, 72.4. .

1R, Vaughan, op. cit., p. 131.

3ibid,, pp. 131-2; also in Panton 8. 53, transcribed in an appendix to 4 History of the Island
of Anglesey (1775 ad.), p- 86 ff., aa * Memoim of Owen Glendower *. The title pago statea that the
mamaira were written by Thomes Ellis, Reator of Dolgsllau, but J. E, Llayd (Qwen Glandower
{1031), p. 148) claims it is the work of Robort Vaughan ss found in Panton M3.63. 8ir J. B. Lloyd,
in fact, seems to have been so suspioious of the late appearance of the story that he makea no
maontion of Hywel Sels in his biogeaphy of Glyndwr., .

3. R, Jones, * The Development of the Penrhyn Estate up to 1431 * {(unpublished M.A. thesis,
Cniversity of Wales, 1956), pp. 132-3, ‘

HPR.0. SC8f1203/7.

. Pet}nant. Pottrs in Wales, ed. Rhys (1883), Vol. 3, p. 311. An anonymous coatributor to
the Cornhill Magazine in 1884 notes that * the blackened ruing of his [Hywel Sele’s} burnt oaatle
ore eloarad away some years ago to build a lodge for Nannau deer park,’ (* A Glimpse of Wales
& Hundred Years Ago,! Oomhs'l% Magazins, 1884, p, 417).
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Several of Hywel's relatives played an equally active part in the native Welsh
opposition to Glynd#r. His son-in-law, Gruffydd ap Gwyn of Ardudwy, was reputed
to have attempted unsuccessfully to rescue him on the occasion of his capture in
1402, losing most of his men in the attempt.”® Another son-in-law, Ienan ap Meredydd
of Ystumeegid, had two houses—Cefn-y-Fan and Cesail Qyfarch—and, in the words
of Sir John Wynn, * for thet Jeuan then Counstable of Cruketh clave faste to the
kinge. Owen glyndoor burned them bothe to coulde ashes.” Hywel’s grandson,
Meredydd, the son of Teusn ap Meredydd, married into the strongly Lancastrian
family of Rhiwaedog and ‘ soe ho clave fast to that house in the tyme when Owen
glyn door rebelled in wales so that in the tyme of that warr he and m'edith ap
hulkyn Uoyd of Giynllivon had the charge of the towne of Caern’von and an
Englishe capteyne was over the castell in revenge whereof Owen burned his
two hoswes.'®

Mesanwhile, Hywel Sele’s brother, Gruffydd Derwas, who also acted as guardian at
Naansu to the two-year old Meurig Vychan who, if Robert Vaughan’s account can
be accepted, had been left an orphan by the slaying of his father by Glynd#r,* was
recorded in the Ministers’ Accounts for 1414/15, in the very wake of the rebellion,
as rhaglaw'® of Tal.y-bont, farmer of the f/rith of Penantigi, woodward of Tal-y-bont
and farmer of the amobr. Gruffydd held these offices and others, including the farm
of the bond vill of Dolgellau, at various times until 1458/9.4* He became an ‘ Esquire
of the body of King Henry Sixth ' and could be described as ‘ the chiefest man of
command in our country all his tyme."* His son Hywel corried on the family tra— :
dition, taking over the farm of the vill of Dolgellau from his father in 1448/9, becoming
o rhingyll of Tal-y-bont in 1466/7, & rhaglaw in the following year and farmer of the
JJriddoedd of Penantigi, Gwanas and Llanfihangel in 1471/2.¢

Hywel Sele’s son, Meurig Vychan, was joint farmer with his uncle of the mill of -
Llanfachreth from 1444/5 to 1458/9, when the Accounts cease owing to the Wars of
the Roses. There is no record of any member of the family actively participating in %}
these wars, and although Meurig Vychan was a cousin to Dafydd ap Einion,*“"§#
commender of Harlech castle, they were not among the members of his garrizon.” 5
Meurig Vychan’s son Dafydd served as a rhingydl in Tal-y-bont from 1471/2 through- &

&

NR_. Yaughan, op. ¢it., pp. 131-2. :
335ir John Wymn, op. cit., p. 18. Recent excavations at Cofn.y-Fan have shown that although
* the destruction of the house in 1403, by Owen Glyndvr, can be accepted with some confidenos,’
yeot ' the excavation showed that the doestruction hed not been by fire.” A. H. A. Hogg, ‘A Four-
toonth Century House, Site at Cofn.y-Fan.' Caerns. Hist. Soc. Trans., 1853, pp. 1-7}. :
383ir John Wynn, op. ¢it., p. 21.
3In the post-rabotlion Extont of Merionath (0. 1419/20) printed in the * Record of Jacrnarvon
{p. 2080) Meurig Vychan was recorded as co-heir with Gruffydd Derwas and others to a gwely ©
free land in the township of Nannou. ]
0P R.0Q. SC8/1203/7. bk
4P.R.0. SCO/1203/9, 10, 13, 8C0/1204/1, 2, 4.7, SC6/1205/1-6. {
2R, Yaughan, op. ¢w. p. 133,
8P .R.0. 5C06/1205/1, 3, 3, 6. ’
4, T, Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Roses (1816), p. 145n. 1; J. E. Griffith, Pedigrees @
Anglesey and Caernarvonahire Families (1914), pp. 189, 200. )
$8H, T. Evans, op. cit., p. 144,
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out the reign of Edward IV.** But, although he did not die until 1494,*" his name is
not recorded in any of the Ministers’ Accounts during the reign of bis fellow-country-
man Henry VII. Whatever the reason, it must have been only a temporary check
as his son Hywel*® became an esquire to Prince Henry, later King Henry VIIL* and
held one of the traditional family offices—that of farmer of the mills of Lianfachreth
and Llanegryn—from 1512/13 until the end of his life.*®

Hywel ap Dafydd ap Meurig died 0. 1640. By this time the family at Nannau had

" emerged as Tudor ‘ gentry '. The earliest surviving reference to a member of the

family as a gentleman (‘ generos '} was in 1538 when Hywel ap Dafydd was so de-
seribed in a bond dated 18 September.® By this time the family surname had made
its appearance, with Tudur Aled’s reference to the young Hywel as * Huw Nannau '
By this time, moreover, there was in existence a ‘ modern ’ consolidated estate based
on the mansion at Nannau which must have been built to replace the house burnt
by Glynd#r. The family’s wealth and status was reflected in the will of Hywel's
father, Dafydd, dated 1494.% An analysis of this will bears out the claim that ‘ David
ap Meuric Vychan of Nannau was the representative, in his day, of probably the
greatest family in the county of Merioneth."™ The total financial bequests made by
Dafydd ap Meurig amounted to £18.18s., plus £3.6 8. for the payment of debts, and
four nobles. Dafydd’s real wealth, however, lay in his estate and cattle. Two hundred
and twenty three head of cattle was shared between his five younger daughters, and
an unspeoifid number was bequeathed to his eldest daughter. His son Hywel, a minor
also received an unspecified number of beasts, together with the rest of his father's
goods, both movable and immovabie, plus, presumably, the house and the whole of
the estate.

The family’s wealthy and prominent status is evident from its centuries ald reputa-
tion for hospitality and its patronage of the bards. This support for the native
culture, going back to the years immediately following the English conquest, places
this family’s co-operation with the new administration in a proper perspective. In
the carly years of the fourteenth century, for example, the poet Gruffydd Llwyd
found an excellent exchangs of gold for good poetry at Nannau, and Llywelyn Goch
ap Meurig Hén, uncle to the two Nannau brothers, Meurig Vychan and Hywel,
described in a cywydd the common delights of his two nephews—reading the law and
the old Welsh chronicles, playing the crwth and following greyhounds. Hywel Sele’s
daughter Mallt was one of the patrons of Lewis Glyn Cothi, while Tudur Penllyn
eulogised Hywel’s brother, Gruffydd Derwas, thus: -

P R.0. 8C8/1205/6-10,

4reh, Camb., * Original Documents,” Vot, I, 1877, p. 143.
M‘;‘;{ywel had been loft & minor on hia father's death (E. D. Jones, op. ¢it., p. 10, quoting Tudur

aa). 'S

8ibid.

5P R.0. SO6/6160/Henry VIII, 3C5/5161—S8C6/6223{Henry VIIL

S1U.C.N.\W, Nannau MS. 63.

$2E. D. Jones, op. ¢it., p. 10. The surname does not appear in & document until 1549, howevor
(U.C.N.W., Nannau MS. 81).

8.drch. Camb,, * Original Documents,’ Vol. I, 1877, p. 143,

Hibid, (introductory note by W.\W.E.\W{ynne]).
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‘ Gruffydd Derwes, gwanas gwiz,
¥ blasna o bobl ¥Ynyr’

and wrote of the wine he would receive at Nannau :
' a gwin yn Nannau a gaf.’

Gruffydd Derwas’s nephew, Meurig Vychan, was particularly noted for his hospitality
and generosity. Guto'r Glyn praised him and his wife Angharad and their son Dafydd
and his wife. He also wrote an elegy on the deaths of Meurig and Angharad in whioh
he thanked them for their many gifts of gold. He wrote another poem thanking
their son Dafydd for the gift of a horse, and when Hywel ap Dafydd ap Meurig
succeeded to the estate Tudur Aled sang a cywydd in praise of the young lord. An
anonymous englyn of this period gives a concise and effective picture of the hospitality
offered at Nannau :

! Bistadd yr wyf wrth eirias din—ymhlwy
ym mhlas Meurig Vychan,
cefajs loty a thi & thin,
yfory, mi gaf arian.’s5

II. NANNAU UNDER HUGH NANNEY HEN

Hugh Nanney Hén continued this family tradition of active support of the poeta
of the day. It was in the latter part of the sixteenth and the frat quarter quarter
of the seventeenth centuries, in fact, that ‘ the peak of bardic eulogy at Nannau was
reached ’,*® when Richard Phylip was the household bard and Hugh Nanney Hén
was squire of Nannau. During this period there was some rivalry between Richard

" Phylip and his brother Sidn for bardic precedence at Nannau, with Sidn attempting

unsuccessfully to oust his brother from his position of bardd teutu." Hugh Nenney
Hén was so concerned with maintaining his family’s tradition of hospitality that,
according to Edward Jones, Bardd y Brenin ( 1762—1824), when he re-built Nannau
he made special provision for the accommodation of the bardd feulu : ' ¥n yr hen
blas yn Nannau ir oedd lle wedi weithio ar waith fenestr ym mur y nenadd oddifewn
lle i byddai’r Brenhinfardd yn eiste neu’r Cyft Cler.’® 1In view of Hugh Nanney's
other activities it is worth remembering this aspect of his character, revealed es-

55E D. Jones, op. cit., pp. 8-10; Cywyddau Iolo Goch as Eraill ad. H, Lewis, T, Rob I
Williama (1937), pp. IIQ-FEI ; QGuwaith Quia'r Qlyn, ed. T. Williama {1839}, pp. 163, }550. 28?'1?,.

Quaith Tudur Aled, od. T, Gwynn Jones {10628}, Vol. I, p. 228 ; N.L.W. Poniarth MS. 287, Part

1, !) 3006.
E. . Jones, op. ¢it., p. 11,
5TW. LI, Davies, * Phylipisid Ardudwy—A Survey and a Summary ’, ¥ Gymmrodor, Vol. 42,

pp. 165200,

83N.L.W. Sir John Willinms M8, 111B, Part 2, p. 20.
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pecielly by the number of elegies that were written on his death in 1623—by Richar
Phylip, Huw Maochno, Gruffydd Hafren, Richard Cynwal, James Dwnn, Si6n Clyw:
dog and Robert Dyfi. Elegies were also composed on the death of his widow in 162’
Richard Phylip referring to the fact that she and Hugh Nanney had feaated barc
together at Nannau for sixty years.®

On neither ocoasion, of course, did the bards refer to Hugh's extra-marital mi:
demeanours. There are two records extant of sentences passed against bim for it

- continence. In 1688 a verdict was given in the Court of the Council in the Marche

in a case in which Hugh Nanney Hén was the defendant, The case concerned ‘ th
several supposed incontinent living of the defendant with Mary verch Hugh, Kath
arine verch John and Elen verch Meiricke." Whereas Hugh Nanney ‘ hath confesse
that he about xiii yerea last past offended incontinently with the sayd Katharin
verch John and begate one Child upon her bodye * and ‘ ys not as yet ponished -
the Court ordered him to pay a forty shillings fine and forty shiilings coats, addin,
that ‘ forasmuch as there falleth out no sufficient proof against the defendant of th
supposed offences layed to the charge of the defendant with the said Ellen verci
Meiricke and Mary verch Hugh or eyther of them, yt is therefore by the sayd Councel
further ordered that the defendant be of the supposed offence with the sayd Elle:
and Mary dismissed out of this Court.’*® In 1594 he was ordered by the Bishop o
Bangor, because of his adultery with Katherine and with a certain Elizabeth verc!
Lewis, to do penance in the churches of Llanfachreth, Dolgellau, Trawsfynydd
Maentwrog, Beddgelert and Bangor.*!

However incontinent he may have been, Hugh Nanney Hén paid a good deal o
attention to the future of his legitimate issue. He was rather unfortunate in having
five daughters for whom to provide :

‘ rhoi pum merch ar hap mawr,
bu mawl hyn i bum mhlasnawr ' (Tudyr Penllyn}.®3

He succeeded in marrying his daughter Margaret into the Rhiw.goch family, Jane
into the Rhiwaedog family, Elin into the Caer-gai family, Gwen into the Massypand)
family, and Mary to Edward Tanat of Nenadd Wen in Montgomeryshire. Of his five
sons, three remained single, his son and heir (who pre-decessed him) Gruffydd Nannej
married a daughter of the Rhiwlas family and Edward Nanney married a daughtei
of Lewis Gwyn of Dolau-gwyn. Hugh Nanney himself had married Annes, a daughte:
of Corsygedol, and his grandon and namesake, Hugh Nanney the Younger, was like
wige to marry an Annes of Corsygedol.®

Hugh Nanney also provided for the education of his children. We do not know
what education he himself received, but we do know that his ancestors were wel

SE, D. Jones, loo. oit.

%N.L,W. Peniarth M3, 410D, Vol. I, p. 60.
*IN.L.W. Poniarth MS. 410D, Vol. I, P &6,
#2E. D, Jones, op. oit., p. 12.

8], E. Griffith, op. cit., p. 200.
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educated. Quto'r Glyn tells us that Hugh Nanney’s great grandfather Dafydd ap
Meurig Vyochan knew three languages :

" GoT mawr i ragorau maith,
Gwr diorwag, gwyr deiriaith.’8

Hugh Nanney prepared three of his sons for publie life by providing them with the
fashionable university education of his day. Gruffydd, the eldest, matriculated at
Jesus College, Oxford, in 1585.¢* Tt is iateresting to find him referred to as * Mr.
Case’s scholar,’ as John Case had obtained permission from the University authorities
to read logic and philosophy to young men, chiefly Roman Catholics, in a private
house.®® This may not be particularly significant as * Mr, Case’s soholars * do not all
appear fo have been Roman Catholics. Neither of the other two brothers, Bdward
and Richard, who both matriculated at Jesus College in 1596, was a acholar of Mr.,
Case and Richard in fact was appointed to the rectorship of Nettloswell in Essex in
1607, became vicar of Llangelynin in 1617 and vicar of Towyn in 1823.%7 A fourth
brother, Robert, turned to trade and became a grocer in London.®

‘As & result of this education and the consequent widening of their horizons the
Nanneys took an interest in affairs outside their native county. Sometime o. 1603,
for example, Edward Nanney wrote a letter home from Chancery Lane to his brother
Gruffydd telling him the latest London gossip and the political news of the day.®*
Edward wrote of the scandals of King James's court, especially of * soe many fleminge
ladies dayly in curt commencinge now affares out of all reason more then you have
in Berionith Shire,” and touched on the political news of the day, on the prospect of
‘ great love betwixt us and Spaine’, of the defeat of the Spaniards at sea by the

Dutch, and of a rift between England and France. In & rather obseure passage, more. -

over, he hints at another aspect of the activities of the Welsh gentry of this period—
their search for a patron at court. Hugh Nenney Hén had himself found a patron in
the person of Sir James Croft, Lord Deputy of Ireland in Edward VI's reign and

- Comptroller of the Royal Household under Elizabeth.™® Edward Nanney appears to

have been attached to Lord Zouch, Lord President of Wales,™
The educetion the N anneys had received proved a useful training for the better
fulfilment of their duties at home, both in the management of their lands and the

. discharge of their public offices. The family had already skown a considerable flair
- for the acquisition of land,” and the dissolution of the neighbouring monastery of

Cymer was to provide them with further opportunities to expand the estate. The

&iGuwaith Guio'r Qlyn, p, 228,

85J, Foster, Alumni Oxoniensis 1800--1714, p. 1050,

$D.N.B,

§1J. Fosrer, loo. cit. ; N.L.W. Peniarth Deads 1930, 16086.

831J.C.N.W. Nannau MSS. 865, 8686,

E9N.L.W. Peniarth 1S, 327, Part }.
‘WP .R.0. St. Ch, 5/N/12/2] ; D.N.B. i P. Williams, Ths Council in ths Marches of Wales under
Elizabeth I (1058), pp, 236.7.

IN.L.W. Poniarth MS. 327, Part | i E. Breess, Kalendars of Guynedd {1873), p. 21.

720n at least one occasion they gnined lands by encroaclunent on ¢ommon land, when Gruffydd
Nanney, son of Hugh Nannoy Hén, * did make inclosuro of Cortoine parocelle of o Comon called
tdovallt scituate and lyingo in the parishe of Danvachroth.' (P.R.O. 8t. Ch. 8/221/24).
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vast majority of the Cymer lands passed first to English apeculn.t,o.rs and came into
local hends only after a complicated process of buying and selling. There were
exceptions, of course. An undated lease, for example, records the grant to Gruffydd
ap Hywel ap Dafydd (i.e. Gruffydd Wyn, later Nanney) of a hafod called Bry‘n-y-llyn
and another tenement called Owm Cedryn in Trawsfynydd.™ These. properties were
later granted in 1689 to Hugh Nanney, his wife and son during their lives at an an?uul
rent of 28s. 6d. and a fine of three years’ rent.”* The Nanneys had already oi?tnmt?d
a lease of these properties, which were quite sizeable and which were described in
1608 as ‘ Twoe Messuages, Fower Tofts, Twoe Gardens, Forty Acres of Pasture,
Thirty Acres of Wood and Twenty Acres of Furr and .Bruer,"’"’ from t.t'ne Abbot of
Cymer in pre-Dissolution days.” The original lease, which was gmnu:(’i in 1500, had
been for a period of ninety nine years at an annual rent of 26s. 8d.” The wart
therefore simply took over the original lease, receiving exac@lyl the sams ront u !'mt;
previously been paid to the abbey and renewing the lease periodically, Ever: . o
Nanneys must have bought t.luaa properties, for Gruffydd Nanney sold them in
ir John W of Gwydir.?
m’IS'll::la {nore us?;?pra.cticz with the Cymer lands, however, appeara to have been for
the Crown to grant them to an English speculator and for them to pass through
several hands before coming into the possession of the local gentry. The Nannau
archives contain several examples of the involved devolution of such lands. Tllw
important tenement called Garth Bleddyn in Nannau was given by the Queen in
January 15745 to two Englishmen, John Dudley and John Ayscough. 'lthay then
sold the land in February 1574/ to John Salesbury of Rug and a certain Hel}l;);
Dynne. They in turn =old it to Hugh Nanney by & deed da..ted 8 I:Iovember 1575.
This {yddyn, too, had been leased by the Abbot prior to the Dissolution to a l}c'ocr:\ldmttn.
Hywel ap Gruffydd ap Ednyfed, alias l;'(110311 ooff ' (Hywel 6f—the amith)™ and was
occupied by his family until the 1570. )
A zoi:lev?;mt similag course may be traced in the history of nine parcels of land in
Llanfachreth.®* In this instance the properties werc granted by the 'Queefa to a
certain John Parry and John Goodrich by Letters Patent dated 4 Apr:la?‘lfiﬁz. On
8 April of the same year Parry and Goodrich sold them to Robert Multon,” ‘late one

1608

ME. A, Lewis and J. C. Davies, Records of the Court of Augmentations relating to Wales and

Morimouthshire (1884, p. 429.

Hibid., p. 433,

HT.CN.W. Naonau MS. 918,
U.C.N.W. Nannau MS. 915.
*C.0.N.W. Nannau MS. 514,
#U.0.N.W. Nannau MS. 018,
#U.0N.W. Nannau MS. 830.
8017.0.N.W. Nannau MS. 872

" W, u DISS. 878,881,
"gggg §:ﬁ§u MB. 862. The properties were : {1) two tenementa called Tydden Mayso

i f Hugh Nannoy's
Kymoghe Wenalte {2} o tonemont called Kay Devett, latoly in the tonure o
Emy:lndfith;n?m a tanen(ment called Kolly glowcraghe (4} a tenemont called Ll:;yr; kg::t::‘lltlég}‘{u
tanemont ealled Havod Jeuan (6) o tenement called hire Havod Newod (7) a I? .!lnBrech Dado,
Toyno Fryda (8) a tenoment called Yre Hengrou. {9} & mossunge or tensmont calio
with all their associated buildings, mines and quarries.
B3U.C.N.W. Nannau AMS. §04.
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of the Auditors of Thexohequer.’* One of the clauses in a leage by Multon of some of
these lands to two local yeomen in 1564 illustrates the use to which such lands wero
put by these English speculators : * ExorpTE 2nd oute of this presente Lease and
graunte allwayes reserved to the said Roberte Multon his heires and Assignes All
- woodes underwoods tymber and Trees nowe standing growinge and beinge and that
hereafter shall stand growe or be of in and uppon the premisses and every parcell
' therof Together with free ingresse egresse regresse pasaage course and recourss into
~ and from ali and singuler the premisses to and for the said Roberte Multon his heires
. and assignes with his and theire horses carts and Carryags to fell outt downe and
carrye all and singuler the same woods underwoods and trees from tyme to tyme.’s
Robert Multon died in 1579,% and in November 1582 his son Thomas Muiton of
Maple Durham, Oxford, quitclaimed to his widowed mother Elizabeth Multon all his
olaims to the Llanfachreth tenements, ‘ late parcell of the late dissolved monastery
of kimmer.” One of the witnesses was a certain John Hill who in the following
Decoember bought these lands from Elizabeth Multon for £500.% Eventually, in
August 1584, Hill, who had meanwhile married the widow Elizabeth Multon, sold
them to Edward Price of Oynfael in Merioneth, at that time at Bernard's Inn %
Finally, by a deed dated 8 August in the same year (1584}, Price sold the lands to his
fellow countryman, Hugh Nanney of Nannau.®
Another tenement—Cwm Hesgyn in Trawsfynydd—was acquired by the Nanneys
in much the same way as the Llanfachreth properties. Like many of the Cymer
~Abbey lands, Cwm Hesgyn had been leased befors 1538 by the Abbot to a local man.?
- After the Dissolution it was granted, with other lands, by the Queen to Henry, 9th
Baron Scrope of Bolton, in June 1688, In the following month Sorope sold it to Edward
' Powys of Cymer, whose son and heir, John Powys, sold it in July 1689, to a certain
David Lloyd ap Howel ap Tthel of Trawsfynydd.” Eventuslly the tenement came
into the possession of the Nanneys when they bought it from David Lloyd in 1598,
One other Cymer Abbey tenement was acquired by the Nanneys—Y Glasdir in

. Jefnyrowen—purchased in 1602 by Gruffydd Nanney from a certain Gruffydd ap
John Lewis.® . :

MU.C.N.W. Nannau MS. 802,

) .C.N.W. Nannsu M8, 890.

: .C.N.W. Naonau M8S. 892,

. 8TF.ON.W. Nannau M3, 891,
.O.N.W. Nannau MS. 802,

- 8. C.N.W. Nannau MSS, 863.808.

WU.C.N.W. Nannau MS. §99.

#lUJ.C.N.W. Nannau MS3, 018, :

.0.N.W. Nannsu MS. 921, His grandfather, John Powys, had been attached to Honry
TII's household as a Sergeant st Arms, and at the Dissolution he secured for himsslf the post of
-ing's Bailiff and Collector of Cymer Abbey property, and in 1837 he was granted, among other
roperty, the eite of the Abbey itself. He s :ﬁaacribed in one degursent as one of the King's Sur-
dyors, and he held leases of Conway as woll asg Cymer Abbay lands, (E. A. Lewis and J. C. Davies,
2. Cit., p}f. 22, 41, 54, 114, 121, 123, 208, 288, ; E. @. Jones, Ezchequer Proceedings {Equity) Oon-

mming Wales, Henry VIII—Elizabeth (1939), p. 47. Cromwoell addressed him as "My loving
iond” (¥ Oymmroder, Yol. 29, p. 23,

B3ULO.N.W. Nannsu MSS. 921, 924,
. MU.C.N.W. Nannau MSS, 926, 928,
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igiti i i i tury it

nisitions consolidated the achievements of the previous cen
e T:;zn;ctfllle Nannau estate which, by the end of the sixteenth centuf‘y, had growr
czﬁsidembly. The actual extent at this time is not known, the e?.rhesb surﬂ.vmgi
Nannau rent roll being for 1701, by which date the estate extended into the parishes
of Tywyn, Talyllyn, Llangelynin, Dolgellau, Trawsfynydd, Llanelltyd, Llanaber

Llanfachreth and Llanuwchilyn, with tenements in Mawddwy. The total rental

o to £701.%° . - |
th%:a}?meya were determined to develop their estate in any way possible. They

were intent on exploiting the timber on their ia.mds just as R(?herﬁ I;Ev}zltorttj ?sn\::.
have seen, had done with the monastio lands wh{ch he had obtained. Lm'gl;h fm o
Han's father, Gruffydd Wyn (later Nanney), was in fact accu.sed of the spoi }c:r ct:i; ;L , ;
woods which had belonged to the Abbey of Cymer in the parishes of L]anf?.od ewn .
Dolgellau, including four hundred osks which he !md felled and oame} aut‘ y.ir
Hugh Nanney himself exploited the timber and zm.nera] weal't.h. of tll)xe‘ 0(:1 q», “)’raa[.
conjunction with two English speculators, John Smith and William Dale, e.n o
1588 and 1584, when he and his son Gruffydd Na.'nney sold _a.ll the trel:s gl‘-iot\:"f "
Penrhos Common to the Englishmen for use in an ironworks in the Qan wy bv Cmy:;t
This was to lead to & Star Chamber prosecution® &8?6111‘!103 was clalmed;? o Growe
land. Meanwhile Hugh Nanney further exploited the mineral wealth of his es et
1686 by leasing an ironworks to John Smith who attempted rather ug?ucg?s A
to develop it with capital from Dale and William 'Grosv.enor of Shrops. lre.nd o

The Nanneys appear to have been meticulous in their record kggll)u}g ae N
peratively orderly in the management of their estate accoun'ts._ Inl , tor .
Gruffydd Nanney began an inventory of ‘ a Rolle of all Writtinges soripts ah "
ments in my custody the xviith day of September. mlld from tbencei.'ort a:tudi
Writtinge of moment came into my custody : specifeinge the boxes :'nbm{; B
wher they are kept.”’® From 1599 to 1608 the Nanneys kept an accoun bo?e o
has survived,’®® and which shows extremely ca.refu-} purse mMw.g.emerzl fx'ls )
himself the day after Harlech fayre—xxs.’ and ‘ to his wa.f upon Whitsun i:y ine]u.dt
In addition to lists of debts and of receipts and.ex'pendltur_a, u;? a.;::oux;nsd g
lists of oattle, sheep and horses and payments for d}ggmr;,walFmg, te dng e
Also given is the following statement of the Nannau snnual income and exp

£ a d -
Recoived 806 13
Spont 338 & 5108

U, C . W. Nannau Bésbiﬁ'{. s o 124 )
h 3 vies, op. o P . , . -
::g‘ %{ LI?arryma lu:szJSi::l:ea‘::‘n.h Cegtury Morioneth Ironworka®, Journal Mer, Hist. Rec. So¢

toga. pp. 2002k N
" Y r
5, ﬁ?'ri:}y(fhé;’cit.f p. 211 ; H. R. Schubert, History of the British Iron and Steel Indus

8), p. 128n. L,
(lggot)fg.NW Nannau M3, 2186. .
101N.1,.1V. Additional Poniarth B8, 332A.

102ibid., p. 62dorse.
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which is confirmed by the findings of an official inquisirion ¢. 1606 in the course of
the Penrhos Common dispute when Hugh Nanney Hén's ‘ livinge and his sonnes
livinge ' were ‘ found to 314 li. per annum,"®

This account book contains, in addition, notes on law and much important material
conneoted with their work as justices of bhe peace. Despite the family’s long tradition
of office-holding during the later medieval period, their advent into local public
administration in Tudor times was rather belated. It was not until 1586 that Hugh
Nanney was appointed to the office of sheriff,'® thus becoming the first of his family
to serve in this capacity, although an uncle of his, Lewis Gwyn, was one of three
candidates from whom the sheriff of Merioneth was chosen in 1552.1% Ve first hear
of Hugh Nanney Hén as a justice of the peace in 1584,' and in 1606 he, Gruffydd
Nanney and a number of other justices were accused of misconduet in their office.?®”
A recognizance boolk for 16011603 depicts Hugh Nanney Hén and Gruffydd Nanney
taking recognizanees and granting alehouse licences to thirty three personsin Talybont
Uwcheregenan, twenty seven of these being within the town of Dolgellau.'®® In 1601
Gruffydd Nanney was one of three justices who issued an edict at Bala which included
regulations for alehouses and unlawful games and the assessment of the rates of pay

81.. s /
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forty years had passed since Baron Owen of Liwyn had been murdered by the sur-
vivors of the Red Bandits of Mawddwy, * felons and outlaweys . . . which from the
civille warres between Yorke and Lancaster abounded in ye countrey and never
left robbing, burning of houses, and murthering of people, in soe much that being
very numerous they did often drive great droves of cattel sometymes to ye number
of a hundred and more from one countrey to another at midle day, as in the tyme
of warre without feare, shame, pittie or punishmens.’''® Conditions in the county
had improved by the end of the century but, as the Nannau-—Llwyn feud shows,
blood was still being spilt. Matters were not helped by the growing problem of the
alehouse,’® and by the geographical isolation of Merioneth, * the fag end of Crea-
tion,'"™" whose roads were so bad that on the journey from Bals to Lhwydarth in
1684, for example, the traveller was ‘ directed by guides by vounes of dangerons
boggs in the passage after the precipitous ascents and descents inus. wuie Hiw

It was among these * spired hills clustered together so near and so high 1 that
the Nanney-Owen feud broke out in 1594, The foud began with the defeat of the
Liwyn interest at the 1593 election. It appears to have originated in a dispute over
lands'®® and was also rooted in s confliet over control of the town of Dolgellau. The

Nanneys, as we have seen, had controlled the town in the fifteenth century,’** but
both families were powerful in the next contury, and in 1606/7 John Lewis Owen of
Llwyn claimed to have obtained a demise from the Crown of the town of Dolgellau

for artificers and labourers.’® Hugh Nanney Hén was eventually appointed Deputy
Lieutenent for Merioneth in 1817 by the newly created Lord Lieutenant of Wales,
Willism Compton, Earl of Northampton.!® Meanwhile, Gruffydd Nanney had at

£

the age of twenty five been elected as Member of Parliament for Merioneth in the
Parliament summoned to meet in February 1593, and which was dissolved in the
April of the same year.'"! He was also one of those appointed in 1595 to levy three
lay subsidies according to an act passed in the 1593 Parliament.’?

The election of the young Gruffydd Nanney as M.P. in 1593 marked a stage in the
emergence of a party of local gentry opposed to the dominance of the Plas Iolyn—
Rhiwlas-Llwyn faction within the county.'®® It also coincided with the beginning
of o prolonged and bitter feud between the Nanneys and their neighbours the Owens
of Llwyn, both families competing for precedence in Dolgellau,

The very fact that final satisfaction was sought in the law courts is indicative of
the spread of more settled conditions into the county—' the Countrey growinge to
more Civilitie, Sutes increased.”’** Yet when the Nannau—Llwyn feud began only

‘°3U.CN.EV: Nannau MS. 1188,
:g;gl}g LI;; ?15 St]‘;méicfrs' p(i 260; U.C.N.W. Nannau MSS. 53, 154, 158.
al. Fine Rolls, ward VI, printed uas a ndix to Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1553, . 375, 387.
106B, M, Lanadowne MS. 2!2/137.[’{. 174 dorsor.)p{-‘ . o Fe
107P R.,0. §t. Ch. §7221/24.
108N L..W. Additiona} Peniarth MS. 3324A.
19;059'1‘. %.ogiendanhall. * A Merionsth Wage Assessmont for 1801," Journal AMer. Hist. Rec. Soc.,
. P .
1103 LW, P_er_liarth Deods 1303/113£4A, 1383/1134B,
. l}‘;\ﬁV. R. Williams, The Parlismentary flistory of the Principality of Wales, 1541—1895 (1895),
12U C.N.W. Nanoau MS, 191,
“lNH. lgls (I)E\:ian. * Fumily Politics in Elizabothan Merwnethshire,' B.B.C.8., Vol. XVIII, Part
. PP <161,
HWilliam Qorard, * Discourse on the Stato of Wales,” appendix to D, Ll. Thomes, * Furth
Notes on the Cowrt of the Marches,’ Y Cymmrodor, Vol .13'1}?. 149, ' >
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and the surrounding wastes and commons during the three annual fairs and the
weekly markets.’®® Tt has been claimed, in fact, that this feud ‘ was the direct cause
of a long and bitterly waged feud between the inhabitants of Dolgelley and Llan-
fachreth, which continued well into the xviiith century.'??

In the year following Gruffydd Nanney’s election John Lewis Owen of Llwyn, his
three sons—Lewis Owen, John Owen and Henry Owen—and his nephew Robert
Owen of Hengwrt threw down an inclosure belonging to Gruffydd Nanney at Tyddyn
Bach. Gruffydd brought an action against them at the Court of Star Chamber, and

115 obert Voughan, in T. Nicholas Annals and Antiguities of the Counties and Jounty Families
of Wales (1872), Vol. 1T, p. 657. The lawless state of Morionoth in the fifteenth contury is de-
scribed in R. Vaughan, * Notes from the Records of Inquisitions held for the Count. of Merioneth.
Arch. Camb., 1846.8. Vide Edward Owen. .4 Calalogue of the MSS, relating fo IVa. in the an}ah
Museum (1008), pp. 810-820, and W. Ress, * The Union of England and Walss," Oymmrodorion
Transactiens, 1937, p. 52, for accounta by tho daputy sheriff and by Bishop TRowland Les of lawlesa-
ness in the county in the early sixteenth century.

118¢.f. Thomas Fuller, The History of the Worthies of England, ed. Nuttall {1840}, Veol. ITL, p.
546 : In Dolgeliau ‘ there are moro alehouses than houses. Tonementa are divided into two or
more tippling houses and chimneyless barns used to that purpose.” . .

W7E.B., 4 Trip to North Wales (1700, quotad by W. J. Hughos, Wales and the WWelsh in English
Literature from Shakespeare lo Scott {1924), pp. 38-44.

118Thomas Dineley, The Aecount of the Official Progress of the First Duke of Beaufori through
Wales, 1684, ad. Banks (1888), p. 107.

119John Spoesd, England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland Described.

120P R.0O. St, Ch. 5/N/12/21, f. 9. Evidence of Robert Owon of Dolserou. Lo

121T]e Nannoys are roputed to hava spread the story that the Llwyn family wero at thia time
' 80 deprossed that, when Lewis Owen {the Boron] was a child, hia inother lod him about the streets
of Dolgetley, bogging.' {Bye-Oones, Qctober 1872, pp. 08.9), 0ng

1227, 1. Joffroys Junes, Exchequer Proceédings concerning Wales in tempore James I {1065}, p. =~1-

1237, P, Ellis, op. cit., p. 83, .

it
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the Owen faction did not deny breaking the inclosure. Their only defence was that it
had been built on common land, ¢ Gruffydd was able to produce eleven witnesses
&b & later hearing of the case at the Court of the Council in the Marohes in 1602 who
could dispute this. 123 -
Meanwhile, in 1599, the rivalry between these Merioneth factiona had resulted in
bloodshed. In that year, at Bala, & Thomaa ap Jobn ap Humphrey was murdered by
& gang reputed to have been led by Hugh Nanney Hén’a son-in-law, Ellis ap William
Lloyd of Rhiwaedog.*®* The Lloyds of Rhiwaedog wers eventually to join the anti.
Nannoy group, but at this time Ellis was in full support of his father-in-law. No
oharge was preferred against him in this instance. Further blood was spilt in 1601
when John ap Humphrey (presumably the father of the Thomas murdered at Bala
in 1699), two of his sons, Robert and Edward, his brother-in-law, Robert Owen of
Hengwrt, and two of the nephews of John Lewis Owen of Liwyn murdered a certain

Edward ap David, * servant in lyvery ’ to Hugh Nanney Han ¥ They bore * intestine -

malice and mortail hatred’ to Edward ap David because he * had begotten with
Child one Ursula the Cossen germaine of him the said Robert Owen and for diverse
years lived with her incontinentlis.’ She was & daughter of John ap Humphrey, who
presumably felt that the murder of & son and the dishonouring of a daughter were
sufficient cause for taking the law into his own hands, They took their revenge when
their victim was playing bowls with Edward Nanneyata bowling alley on the Marian
‘upon the last daie of the Faier in dolgeliey towne, being midsomer daie.’

When he heard of the murder Hugh Nanney, as a justice of the peace, issued
warrants for the arrest of those responsible and ordered the impanelling of & coroner’s

Hugh Nanney Hén was not satisfied, and in June he pressnted a Bill of Complaint
in the Court of Star Chamber against two of the jurors in the first Great Sessions
trial on & oharge of perjury, using Star Chamber as a court of appeal.’® The Star
Chamber documents consist of the usual charges and counter-oharges but, in this

instance, the documentation jg very full, with only the verdict missing, and one
oan weigh the evidence presented by the one party against that of the other, Hugh
Nanney, for example, claimed that the two defendants—Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd of
Hafodunos in Denbighshire and Elljs David ap Thomas—and four other jurors were

J4P.R.0. 8t. Ob. 5/NJ10/34, 5/N/6/34, 5/N/13/24.

1250.C.N.W. Nannau MS, 220,

120H.31.0. Hatfield MSS., Vol, XII, p. 481.

137P R.0. 8t. Ch. 5/N/12/21; U.Q.N.W. Nannau M8, 1169,

: 1281t is impossible to check 1hess vordiots with the Great Sessions records as thoy have not

- survived for Moerioneth for these yoars,

12 f. Ifan ab O. Edwards, 4 Catalogus of Star Chamber Proceedings relating to Wales (1929),

- introduotion, p.v. The jurors in the second trial were, at the instigation of the Great Sessions

" Juatiees, bound by recognizances to a pear before the Council in the Marches to answer for re.
turning this verdict (P.R.O. St. Ch, 5}1\]’[12[2[, f. 6).

Gy
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bribed at the Great Sessions trial to find the prisoners not guilty, and had f?rced th
rest of the jury, ‘ beinge farre meaner and simpler persones than themsei]_fs . to' ;g:e
in acquitting them. When the reat of the jurors l'md‘at first refused to bedm:lmf ;:. »;(
they were kept without food for two days u.ntlll.. allmost atarved an 11..:1:13 eo.
they were forced ‘ to yeald for safgard of theire lifes to agree for the aoquit ngem
the said prisoners,’ This may be typical Star Chamber hy.perbola, !}ut dlt. bls wo
noting that the defendants did not refute the charge.. When it was f:lalme d, fcws'deve:
that Hugh Nanney had himself forced the coroner’s mquest'to m‘dmt. t.he be e{?‘ an
by influencing the foreman of the jury, John ap Howell, Gallfng him }'ﬂ.tl‘i’?l;s:
lewde names as theuff and knave, declaringe he would hange him for theu fl 1t
would not finde the bill,’ John ap Howell’s own evidence, produ.ced by the de f:tn(zle
disproved the charge. He agreed that Hugh Nanney had taken a hlgh-hﬂn('iet} ?ttl‘ uds
and had used threatening words—* And that in some radge as ons sorwil a0
—but deposed that the coroner’s jury had indicted the defendants sizini
there were xiii en wittnesses that deposed herein And that he , . . c.lobh nf)t uz.m(.i; : lr :
any labore that the said Hughe Nanney haddtdo:xht? an)-rdof t,l:a, said Jurie to indictc

i isoners of morther but accordinge to their evidence.
th:s:;ilg:;zon of the evidence of the witnesses produt.:ed .by Hugh Nanneyhon the
one hand and the defendants on the other }eave.s one in little doubt that t It)a m'e:ir
tried at the Great Sessions at Bala were invoived-m the murder of Edward :ap. tmn
The defendant Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd, in fact, in reply to Hugh Na.tfney s in err;z.
gatories admitted that Robert Owen and David ap Robert took part in the a.as;u
but claimed that the fatal blows were struck by the two sons of John ap Humpf :f,)f
* which fledd for the said facte.” He had to admit, moreover, that ‘a.t least onebo the
Great Sessions Justices had remonstrated with him over the verdict brougl?ﬂ _'; e
jury.’®® Although no verdict has survived in this Star Chamber case the gui ;:Jo}m
Llwyn faction would appear to be confirmed by tile facf. that these two soﬂg‘o
ap Humphrey were ' 2s yet outlawed ’ in 1609,%*t and * fledd l.)ay'ond sea.i tothen

Yet more blood was spilt in November of this year §1602), this time at L a.l?r o ber
when, presumably in & continuation of the feud, William ap John 8p Hump ;yhave
others murdered & certain Ellis ap Robert Wyn.'** No further details appear

i however.

su;i‘?:xfld;.his date the feud followed a comparatively bloodle.s.s course—at !?asltéor;o
more murders were committed. The Lhwyn faction had"recenfed & sethack 1;1 13(;1.
but they were to launch an extremely virulent counter.attack in the courta.. nin s
the Attorney General, at the instigation of the Llwyn party, began an action e
Court of the Exchequer against Hugh Nanney Hén, Gruffydd Nm.me}: M;{ o
Englishmen, Willam Dale and John Smith. They we:ra charged with "tn eo Ea,
carryeinge away and convertinge to theire own use '.thrt.y thousand oak trf)e:ween
common called Penrhos, above Nannsu, which was claimed to be Crown land, be

130P R.0. 8t, Ch, 5/N/8/37.

1P R.O. St. Ch, 8/223/17,

1IR2T.C.N.W, Nanngu M8, 1170.

1838 . M.C. Halfield A SS., Vol, XII, p. 483,
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tl:te disturbance at Dolgellau parish church. On 28 May more trouble came their way
with the presentation of a Bill of Complaint at the Court of Star Chamber by a mem.
ber of the Cefndeuddwr branch of the family acousing Hugh and Gruffydd Nanney
and other Merioneth justices of the peace of misconduct in office.? Gruffydd Nanney
wag acc.used of conspiring with his brother-in-law John Vaughan of Caergai in gather-
Ing & riotous company of men who pulled down the house of a certain Morris ap
Hm.:uphrey. Hugh Nanney Hén was accused of refusing to bind over to the next
sessions a servant of his—William ap Edward'*—on a charge of stealing, in May
1694, the clothes which David ap Rees of Llanelltyd, * a very honest poore man and
using the tade of a Fuller and Clothmaker,” had hung out to dry overnight. Then in
July 1608 a writ of attachment was sent from Chancery to Sir William Maurice of
Clenennau, sheriff of Merioneth, against Gruffydd Nanney for non-payment of a
£.2001d°ebt to Sir Thomas Myddelton and & writ of sequestration was directed againsé
him.** Events were well summed up by a witness in the Penrhos Common case-:

‘ ther fell great variance and suts in law between theym . . . And a great deale of

money spent about jt.’**

Despite all these troubles, however, Hugh Nanney Hén was not friendless. Sir
Thomas.Mydde]ton, to whom the Nanneys had become indebted, had in the previous
year written to Gruffydd Nanney attempting to help him and his father * prevent
the extreme malice of yor adversaries,”*®! and, despite the writ of sequestration and
a writ ?f attachment against Gruffydd Nanney,'** Myddelton continued to help
them with mortgages.™ Meanwhile on 26 September thirty three Merioneth gentle.
men sent a petition on Hugh Nanney's behalf to the Privy Council.’® That he was
not altogether without friends in high places is also shown by a note of business to
.be transacted in London, dated 7 May 1608, when he was 2 free man again, which
included the following : ‘ Item yeald thanks to the E of M and to Sr W.H., a.nc’l Mr. C
and to deale wth the Earle of Pembroke.'15 Hugh Nanney is probably referring' in'
the latter part of this note to an undated letter from Gruffydd Nanney to William
iHerbert, -3rd Earl of Pembroke, complaining that Richard Nanney of Cefndeuddwr
pretendinge hymself to be your honors servant in lyvery ’ had been extorting sums
of £5 or more from several of his poorer neighbours by threats of actions in such

expensive and distan$ courts as Star Chamber and the Exchequer.}s*

::;%nho St. Ch. 31281724,
@ had beon one of Hugh Nanney's wit in th i i
Tovan ppad L : 2 Y nesses in the St:ar Chamber action against Henry a

14°U.C?§.¥V?%T&ﬁﬁté%l§z(?.dwmd ap David murder trial at Bala Great Seasions. P

180P.R.0. 8t. Ch. 3/223/17.

BIN.L.W. Peninrth MS, 327, Part 1.

;52U.C.§.\V. Nennau MS. 240,

53The Nanneys wero forced by the cost of this feud into several mortgates to Mydds!
ton fi

Az%%t?gx?ﬁzégég.ﬁgvhiimgu IBE{SSIZ‘:SQ\,I%?. 2b2ﬂ. 239, 240, 250, 261? 258, 268.y273? 2%?1. :::il
Additic : Als., duled, November, 1810). As debtors to Myddolton, however,
N.l{W.B:;ao::n%?.mllﬂggtn[?.nan{%.(Vlda 5. D. Jones, ' An Account Book of Sir Thomaa Myddelton,’

AU 0N.W, Nannau MS. 1175,

1857.C.N.W. Nannau MS. 1183,

158N . L.W. Peniarth 39, 327, Part 1.
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During his imprisonment Hugh Nanney was busy sending petitions to Sir Lawrenct
Tanfield (Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer), Lord Ellesmere (Lord Chancellor)
Thomas, Barl of Dorset (Lord Treasurer), Robert, Earl of Salisbury, the Priv)
Council, and to the King,*' pleading the hardship whioh bad befallen him and hi
dependenta : ‘ an old man above 60 years, having 37 children and childrens children
besides a great families of other his neigh kinsmen and houshould. All whioh himsel

and his wief are turned to the wide worlde.'!'® .

When he came out of prison in 1808 his natural obstinacy bad been stiffened by ¢
desire to avenge himself upon his enemies. It seems he had not only refused to pay
the original fine of £1,600 but had refused even to meet Sir Robert Brett to discus:
& compromise, as appeara from the report of a conversation &n unknown corres
pondent writing to Gruffydd Nanney about this time' had in London at *th

(9]

meremayd in Bredstreet . . . at the table after supper * with & Sir J1»uict “lorren - w0
was prepared to act as mediator but to no avail v+ ' 0 firiusy will 2ok come 16 Lk
speech.”’® Hugh Neanney's will had weakened i curarily on one occasion during|

his imprisonment, however, and he had closed his petition to the King with th |
prayer ‘ that your Majestie will mittigate the said some of 1600 li to a reasonabl: |

porcon accordinge to the qualities of the said supposed offence, and to appoint ¢ i
Convenient stallments for the payment therof yerely,''*

All such thoughts were forgotten, however, when he was released from prison -
Instead of seeking & compromise Hugh Nanney re-opened the Star Chamber case i
February 1609,'®® attempting to show that Rowland ap Ellis and Henry Owen hac
committed perjury by giving false evidence at the 1604 Exchequer trial, He questionet !
their statements about the extent and area of Penrhos Common and the number
quality and value of the trees growing there, and he denied that Penrhos was Crowr
land. The case dragged on until September 1610. Hugh Nanney spared no efforts tc
clear himself and produced thirty four witnesses, while the defendants produced nt
moro than eight. Eventually, in November 1610, following the mediation of friends, ¢
compromise was reached between Sir Robert Brett and Hugh Nanney Hén whereb -
the original fine was reduced to £800.1%% The case was not over yet, however, an
Hugh Nanney’'s perseverance was proved to have been justified to some exten
when, in 1614/13, Rowland ap Ellis was sentenced in Star Chamber for perjury i
the Penrhos common oase.*** He was fined £100, imprisoned and sworn to goot
behaviour, displaced from the Commission of the Peacé, and ordered to pay the

complainant, Hugh Nanney, £100.2%

1877.C.N.W. Nannau MSS. 1168—1174, 1178—1180.

1687,C. N. W, Nannau M3, 1178, '

15831608/0. Gruffydd Nanney died in 1809 (U.C.N.W. Nannsu MS. 253).

160N, 1,.W. Peniarth 38, 327, Part 1,

Y. CN.W. Nannau 38, 1171,

162P,R.0. 8t. Ch. 8/223/17.

137,C.N.W. Nannau MSS. 1185—1187.

1406lectanea Juridica, Vol. I, p. 78 {quoted by Ifan ab O. Edwards, op. ¢it., p. 185).
1857 M. Stowe MS. 387, i, 30a—3la.
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