' Pyt Marian McShep, niece of
Nrs. Cora Leepe1 “of ‘Owaneco,

B cied recently
& Tield’ hospital in St. Joseph, Mo,
fﬂllawmg an attack of pneumonia.

Private MceShea, enlisted in the
Woman's Army Corpsion May 17,

1944 She received -+her basic
training at Des Moines, Ia, and
| was later transferred to Rose-
é crans field.
She received most of her grade
¢ and junior high school education
| in Owaneco where she resided for
a time in the home of her great
§ aunt, Mrs. Leeper.

Fdrme ' RéSIdent -
Of Ow

,. M155 Marian McShea, 25, for- §
& mer Owaneco resident, died Wed-
nesday . evening at Camp R ise-
crans Field, St. Joseph, Mo, from
pneu[noma and - complications
which developed following a tou-
S1lect0n‘1y

sts McShea was the daughter
of Royal - McShea of Medh.me'
Lodge, Kan., formerly of Owan- |
eco. She was born July 14, 1819,
She entered the Women's Aimy
corps on May 17, 1944] . Miss Men
Shea attended the Owaneco vrada :
and high schools, later goirg tof
Alya, ‘Okla, where she attended ||
:teac:hers college She also ats
tended the University of Kausas, |
She was the niece of Miss Cora|
Leeper of Owaneco, in whosg
home - she .was reared in hey
youth.
Margaret Pape, a sister of Mare
ion, and . Nancy MatheWs leﬁt,

‘attemi the funeral

in the, Rosecrams |

§l are his grandmother

Miss Leeper and Mrs, §8 i

" Glenn Spence 23, son, of M
Mrs Andrew Spence “of Indxar;g.’
olis, Ind., former Owaneeo 2 1est
dent, died in an army al “at
Richmond, Va at Ti: aclock 13 ;

: Saturday evemﬁg, iolkuwmg 2 if.vg

days illness from spmal ment

gitis.

-aduate of, & hi
at Indzanapohs, Ind.,” his: gmﬁ,
having movgd 1o that city &
Owaneco several years ago

The body will ‘be taken to
dianapolis, where funeral 3
will be held in. the C

church, 'of which he was a mz;n;;}-w
ber.
t Ind.
" Owaneco relatives - whq

1.3:;_?:;*
%

Burial wxll be at )3

gone to Indianapolis fo

ham Spence, a

Mr. and Mrs. 4
Owaneco receive Wor
jutant G:eneral Ulio® of , the War
depgrtment, this - morning . that

e Ted ‘Large, 25, was
by o s ember: 2

kﬂlgﬂ ‘in action’ on Sept
The place. of his: death:was not
given in the message put the tele-
gram stated that '_a letter would
follow.” 3

Captam Large enlmte_ in the
army in June, 1941, following his
graduation from the University - of
lllmms
i December, 11042, .

in the. African;. Slc11
Italian _amya:gn beiere

August 7 he was wntten up

He had' heen overseas-

in the Stars and. Stripes,.a soldiert

The article told how|:
‘had his company|.

t important road
on before the Seine and how
/ had {rapped a large. number |
ierman: soldlers and. ve;hmles,
Aeluding tanks, et C f
] \is

Captain Theodore W. Large, son’
of Mr .and Mrs, K. Guy Large
of - Owaneco, has been on duty -
with the armored forces in North
Africa since the landing at Casa-
blanca, French Morocco ‘last De-
‘cember. He has been in the army
smce last June 1941. :

the Pekin High schuol two broth-

' ers,

commumcatmns unit in
mualty Islands

Joe, who is in an advanced
the’ A.d-:
and Donald, ntg
e, and a half sister, MIS. Har- |
hel@, pi },{owmond.. 5




Clarence Hamm of Mitchell, §.D_;

= “Endless Line of ‘Splendor

& was the topic of Dr. Frank
| Nestler at the 125th anniversary
celebration of Owaneco United
Methodist Church, Sunday, May
22. Dr." Nestler is Jdistrict

Methodist Church.

Over 200 persons ‘attended the
worship service at which Dr.
Nestler spoke, as well as approx-
imately the same number for the
afternoon program.

The development of the
Methodist religion in England
and its spread to America was
told by Dr. Nestler. Brothers.
Charles and John Wesley were in-

in the United States. Faith,
greatness and splendor werg at-
tributes of those people who' had
the foresight to' build the
Owaneco church, he said, know-
ing that it would last 125 years.
The forefathers planned that the

generations, not just for.
themselves. He concluded that
the present congregation should
follow that example, by also pro-
viding for future generations.
During the service, LeRoy
Speagle of Owaneco was
presented a certificate for being

longest time. Sidney Eickleberry

recognition,

Following lunch provided by
the church, there was an after-
noon program in which former
pastors participated. (See ac-
companying photo.) Also part of
the recognition service were Mrs.
Ethel Large, daughter of the late

*ornerstone Opened, Pastors Honored at Owaneco’

CE.LE.BRATI‘\IG ITS 125th ANNIVERSARY of history Sundav, May 22,

Methodist Church. Seven past ministérs of the church who attended were horwre{l and are pictured
with the current minister and the guest speaker.

From left are the Reverends John Martin of Spr mgﬂeld John Payne of Spring Valley. Minn.;

superintendent and sermonist; Pastor Mike Clawford Davnd Pease of Macomb, Barbara Zwetz of Purt
Byron, and David Cha of Oakland, Calif.

superintendent of 'the United -

fluential in promoting Methodism .

church would provide for future .

a member of the church the.

of Pana, as the oldest member, |
was also given a certificate of .

Rev. 'Guy Dewhirst, and Mrs.
Mary Jean Baldwin of Pana, wife
of the late Rev. Lee Baldwin. The |
Reverends Dewhirst and Baldwin
were former pastors.

Frank Diss, lay leader of the
church, reflected on the ministry
of the congregation. Lucille
Seiler of Buckeye United
Methodist Church talked about
the cooperation of the Owaneco
and Buckeye churches, as they
serve together.

Cornerstone Opened

A special event was the opening
of the cornerstone, to obtain the §
copper box placed within when
the building was constructed in
1917, The box, when opened, con-
tained the following articles:

Discipline of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, Sunday School
atiendance list, 1916 quarterly
outlook of Owaneco Methodist
Episcopal Church, 1916 and 1917;
leatherbound Holy Bible, uniden-
tified list of names, statement
from Eaton State Bank of
liabilities and assets, and letter
from the bank; Western Union
telegram from W. G. MacAdoo,
Seqr_etary of the Treasury, to

was Owaneco United !

Dewey Hermes of Ellis Grove, Dr. Fran Nestler of Decatur, district

(Duffy Lowrance Photos)

Eaton State Bank conu,rmng war
bonds; passenger train schedule
for the Southwest District of
Baltimore & Ohio Rialroad; -
% Membership lists, 1917: Ladies
- Aid Society, Epworth League,
* church officials, committees,
- church membership of First
‘Methodist Episcopal Church;
e ; May 35, 1917 issue of The Daﬂy
i 4 el : - % . Breeze; May 7, 1917, The Daily
Eo g 5 : ; Couner, Bulldmg Fund con-

‘ tributors’ list; Northwestern
* Christian Advocate dated May 2,
1917; Central Christian Advocate,
May 2, 1917; Epworth League
booklet, cornerstone service an-
- nouncement dated May 8, 1917;
paper sjgned by Sarah Dorr and
Mildred Simpson.

During the next few weeks, vl
articles from the box will be omg
display at the church.

i ¥ L i

THE ERSTONE of the 1917-built church was opened during
the 125th year celebratmn of Owaneco United Methodnst Church Sun
day, May 22

Frank Dlss, lay Ieader, holds the copper box removed from the
cornerstone. It contained 24 items, including a leatherbound Bible,
then-current lists of names such as the church's membership,
Bmldmg Comm'tiee:andraﬁ‘.p grth League* ncwspapers and other
lthS g : i




In 1873, the first Methodist Church in Owaneco was built on. the same site as the present brick church building.

The church faced south and the present church faces east. When the second church was built the structure was
i noved to the southwest corner of Grant and Locust and services. were held there until the present building was
ompleted. . ' i , ; :

IN 1873, the first Methodist church in Owaneco was built at the site of the present brick church. A
. congregation of about 250 persons, which had been meeting at various locations in the area, joined
. together at this central location. The church faced south. (The present church faces east.)
- Recounted the late Bertha Large: The dress of the worshipers’ “go-to-meetin’ duds” were clean,
¢ = starched, somewhat new, and in some cases a bit elaborate. Men’s hats were of heavy felt, narrow
" brims, and ladies’ hats a grand and glorious exposition of many ribbons, flowers and shapes, Men dress-
ed in full suits, vests a “‘must.” Boys wore knee britches buttoned below the knee and long stockings on
down. Little girls came in hooded capes with dresses extending well below the knees, Shoes of the ladies
and girls were a bit fancy, long uppers fastened with buttons or laces.
When the second church was being built, this structure was moved to the southwest corner of Grant
8 .nd Locust and services were held there until the new, brick one was completed.
The funeral of J. M. Shuler was the last to be held in this church, He was Mrs. Large’s father.




" Present building  Tne comerstone set in 1917, when the foundation of the First Methodist Episcopal Church in Owaneco was laid will
: nd j ) be opened during the 125th anniversary celebration Sunday, May 22, 1988, The coatents of the box now in the corner- §
Slakd parsonage  stone will be examined and more items will be added, says the pastor, Rev. Mike Crawford. :




BUCKEYE SCHOOL

The Buckeye School was built in 1856 on Buckeye Prairie,

a small community-. twelve miles south of. Taylorville, The school
served continuously until 1948 when the district was consoli-
dated with Taylorville School Unit # 3. After consolidation
the building-was moved to a nearby farm and used for grain
storage. It was purchased by a member of the Historical Soc-
jety and moved to its present site in 1982, Restoration began
at this time.

~ September 3, 1934 cceremonies were held dedicating the
restored school to Harry Wilhour, a former student and director.
Mr. Wilhour headed the fund drive to move the school., Don Ggill,

State School Superintendant of Public Instruction made the ded-
e i;atiqn speech,

~ 1p his autobiography Reminiscences , Thomas Lakin (whose
family settled on Buckeye Prairie in 18D4 when he was nins
years, old) tells about the Buckeye School. "Oh, but we Buckeyes
were proud of our new school house., We urchins having hkeen
deprived of school so long, felt 'the need of an education most

‘kesnly and bent our every energy towards acquiring it.n

Mr. Lakin goes on to explain the importance of the school
to the community: '"The Buckeye School was the nucleus up till
after the Civil War for all kinds of public gatherings, chief
and most interesting and helpful of which was the debating
gociety. In this society which held”"ite meetings in the winter
time old men and young men took an active part and many .important
questions were discussed and forever settled. People came
from miles around to hear these debates and listen to the official
organ of the society, The C¢larion, which often bawled people
out as badly as the modern yellow journals. It was also here
at the school that the first preaching servicesa were held by
the Methodist people, and great revivals résulted in the
conversion of many young men and woumen."

History has shown that the rural schools of America had
a definite impact on the developument of the country.
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BUCKEYE SCHOOL -

THIS SCHOOL WAS BUILT IN 1856 AND USED UNTILL 1948, WHEN SMALLER SCHOOLS
WERE CONSOLIDATED.

CAROLINE SPEAGLE, ONE OF OUR BOARD MEMBERS, WAS THE LAST TEACHER IN THIS
BUILDING. ‘

IT HAS BEEN FURNTSHED WITH BOOKS & ITEMS PERTAINING TO THE TEARS IN WHICH
THE SCHOOL WAS IN OPERATION.

THERE ARE PICTURES & INFORMATION ON THE BULLETIN BOARD, ON THE SOUTH WALL.

A LIST OF PAST TEACHERS, AND OTHER RECORDS ARE IN THE SHOWCASE AND ON THE

"WALL IN THE N.E. CORNER,

THE SCHOOL WAS USED AS A BARN BEFORE IT WAS MOVED TO THE MUSEUM GROUNDS.

THE CLOAK ROOM HAD TO BE RECONSTRUCTED, BECAUSE THE ORIGINAL ONE WAS IESTROYED.



CAMPBELLSBURG/OWANECO DEPOT

The Owaneco depot was formerly located at Campbellsburg,
I1linois, in Buckhart Township, Christian County. Buckhart Township |,
is one of the oldest sections of Christian County, for within its
present confines some of the earliest settlers made their home. In
fact, they located here very soon after the land was surveyed by the
national government.

Campbellsburg was named in honor of the Shad J. Campbell family
and was surveyed and laid off into lots on May 27, 1870. The first
house was built by James R. Stokes in 1870, while Allen Stokes built
the first store that same year. Owing to the removal of the railroad
station, the place did npt grow and the site was ‘later abandoned.

A new brick one room scholhouse was built near the old site of
Campbellsburg in 1916, taking the place of the old frame building
(depot) which served the people of that community for so long.

The Springfield division of the Baltiuore & Ohio Railroad
runs diagonally through the county from the northwest to the southeast.
It enters Christian County on Section 10 of Buckhart Township and
leaves the county on Section 24 of Pana Township. Taylorville, Pana,
Edinburg, Owaneco, Sharps, Millersville and Velma were the stations.
The railroad was formerly known as the Springfield & Pana Railroad,
then, as the Springfield & Southeastern and in April of 1875, it was
sold to the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad company. It was agian sold to
the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad company and now forms an important
branch of their trunk line. It was built under a charter obtained
in 1865 and was completed in 1870. ’

The first train entercd Taylorville at 5:00 o'¢lock p.m. on
October 25, 1869. The first through train from Beardstown to
Shawneetown was run on this line on March 28, 1872.

Q’ZJ il T
B ol i . - LJC Ce N
Campbellsburg cecased Lo exist when Blueville and o a1
Radgdewrg consolidated to be now known as Bdinburg. The railroad depot
was then moved to the village of Owaneco, which is located on the

same B & O Railroad line. The settlement of Owaneco 1is halfway
between Pana and Taylorville and to it came settlers from a wide
region. Owaneco was laid oul and surveyed on Oclober 1, 1869. This
village is located in the midst of a rich agricultural district and
was an impoptant grain and stock centeor.

The .Christian County Historical Socicty Museum huas acquired
this depot from a bankruptcy court for $100. The depot will be
placed on the museum grounds located at the intersection ol Routes 29
and 48 in Taylorville. Work to restore Lhis historical landmark will
begin shortly and,contributions for the projeet ave being accepted
and would be greatly appreciated.

Fl

*y

o e

e
G P

Ci

SR e

s

B T e A
G NGERRE TN E E R



| SEE_PAGE 23 2 e L
- ;
19~ | " Bewiah '
s ool Guyrer Sar! ,{ac‘;e, N 7| oo ; . DE KLpscila ;
Gawpriar 7 b7 - f&lrfﬂ AMoT L % ‘_g Woad fe I/\_/,///mn
T arrrs Go Bohlerr, 33 5% A2 0/_/ ;
2o AL B Tart S o
Vv iz s Mo L 257 N 2 . -
o%jgr‘j;—, £ 4 - R L4 § ~ o
ILLE Y\~ dand : v poperr 0§ "
-l Nz Leroy ;. (.r{'nr;xy N Rl
E.?ff!‘beimf, o Heberting gf?,, som L di‘i’/sa N a8
~\ % fr N B Ak, e M// N 2N
R ) AU |
& =7 S . _Danu./dﬁ_l E o )
Y
A T 4 - Larry RN T Yourr
= afc:;;; Notarn MotaZ, ] L: ‘g\ $6 g8 7 8o %
. Aros rerih e ™ gy
w“é a :ﬁh g e é‘gzgm/(‘r .Q % of 2 I\:R
E‘:ﬁ “C’_ - So - AE ) Q“ﬁ } ;hg
3 N Q 4 A
oz el o Ut 2 A Q¥ fosrer Dorr g
Heruman |88 O R RN s il v
fare Mo 2 \ST3¥ SQ% sarccit a8 RS S 8T e o
| o ot WHILIFeSgs = (3 NG see PHTRS IS ST Wur- | carttan N3
L‘yﬁéi’f;ié’r : 5@;* N;“l\. > 4 s N ﬂt T || ey, =
s - = e %__- 3. P N
: Yo A R
4 i TSI E P
RS paR : Eria A s | i
N S AV LY Nelaa W rn./éhnc:oa 30 % '
JI N memres gy 120 w3 | g A
T F’au/Nofaoj 5 4 s ¢ % f . 1_ —.,
Lashts séo Sy > see |y
waading?en Gladys Jhavras Noltar - Sy |35 bk
; '3 Matbrew I, Rorley @ =l 3 Fringrs, | NS
— 6_1 Nancy %o ('-/y%a_%ﬂ o 9&%}/&{ &, f
Wl Davss B ’{/’ - ek s i A Hf:gam{f] i
" T % 7 —
oo g At s s
4 N R
el ) SO
=~ ey S‘\\\E@ wadaet] || % 0
T Ahe |RTER e
] so |58 |bandE
&4 1 glpcaeu e
Ly A ;
W g v RS Srerle
&Y !545 o |CErrreren Lt
SV S]] e M
RO
23T & 2 |
|
s s el i
Watdrow || : [ |
FO R LAl *‘;2 P".\ ¥ l
/ 4 oa |
i o i
. Pemra Lo Crseplt [ R
;\41//-:.‘:' o= ik s ol 73 |l Comesfor =4 3 g
v kin s £ LrorAs e .l Lhrrree e Vg / 55 »
47 é"’;igjm” 240 -~ N srarimer a
107, o
s
g: Florence ” - -'\ E . L
Afalver Ny Vit i .
| ¢ "/:.r;anro’ - o) - > = 41 4 el ‘% % L ’
3 - Frtzpaterdke 3 8% ik
sy r Wart - Large T3P I J g‘h Begole Soscpts
L ||\rawsers 60 o “a [} sée Cormerford|
gz o 5
N yrrare =
Lon 3 Sh ‘/"/“—:‘Lﬂ 4 % ué ‘g.} 4;7 I~
XX/ - Ls ¢! rra
' o %1“& N P ) i \‘;\u SO S A gpaterck
Fomp i &%\ g 5“._.1\44 *‘nby 1 Y radersons <g\ 8@3‘ S
g ThY a1 b ( g gty 3z0 =
‘;f‘; J \Q o i 2= f’,’ B r/uzﬁr/' b(_) . ~ --;-h B?& 3
z o o =
I 70 Kac i fored F1ap FBL Inc Ruv evns WAYME SEE PAGE 13 NSRS DO Wk isfrars Courrdeg 417
Wy refeitiord I e ~ —= S - — ;
|
’l:MADISON SCHOOL. FIRST SCHOOL IN TOWNSHIP |
et e o |
TV
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3-JOHNSON SCHOOL 463
4-MEYERS SCHOOL #21
5-LAWTON SCHOOL #2
6-OWANECO SCHOOL
“7-DURBIN COLLEGE #42
8-MILLERSVILLE SCHOOL
9-RESLER SCHOOL #22

—

YO-PLEASANT VALLEY #22

CEMETERIES []
JA}DURBIN CEMETERY

[BF-BUCKEYE CEMETERY
[:}Bphﬁgb ETERY:

ONOR
[D}OWANECO CEMETERY

also known as Casheﬁ Schaol

NOW KNOWN AS
McWARDS D. A. R. CEMETERY

Eugene Achenbach
212 N, Douglas St,
Owaneco, iL 62555




