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oWl Huidied and sixty came back
home from Tenn,, Ark., Ala., Indiana,
and many towns and villages in Miss.
to Sarepta for their first hame-coming
Sunday.

It was a great reunion filled with
joy, and some tears, as some met for
the first time in ‘orty years.

And, too, there were many homefolks
present to enjoy the day. A fine din-
ner was -spread at the noon hour.

The program was well rendered.
Many people took part. The after-
noon program consisted of singing,
It was unanimously agreed to make
the home-coming an annual affajr,
The feature of the program was
the history of Sarepta as compiled
and read by Jesse Yancy, Jr.

HISTORY OF SAREPTA
Jesse L, Yancy, Ir.

May I in the beginning of these
brief remarks on the histor of Sarepta
apologize for the inadequate situation
that I find myself. in, being unable to
give you a more complete history. My
law practice in the last few weeks has
been very heavy with some two weeks
of court work involved, This, together
with my own inability, has prevented
me from giving a more complete re-
port at this time. ’

To first enlarge upon the history of
vur community I feel that a few re-
marks on the history of our county
would be enlightening.

Calhoun County was formed from
parts of Chickasaw, Yalobusha and
Lafayette counties. Sarepta was a
part of Lafayette County, while the
western and southern portion of Cal-
houn, as well as. the east was formed
from Yalobusha and Chickasaw Coun-
ties. Through the untiring efforts of
the citizens of Calhoun County and
the able assistance of the Hon. J. A
Orr, a Representative of Chickasaw
County, and formerly of Poplar
Springs community, the legislature of
Mississippi passed an act in February,
1852, to create the county.

This action was approved by the
voters of Calhoun County, on June 8,

1852 and the county was established. )

. The county seat was at Hartiord
(now Oldtown) which _ was later
changed to Orrville in honor of J. A.
Orr. The name was later changed to
Pittsboro in honor of Pittshoro, North
Carolina, where two members of the
first Board of Police hailed from.
At the time of the creation of the
county there were some 8,000 people
living in the area. History will re-
flect that many of these lived north
of Schoona and in the Sarepta area.
The first board of supervisors, for-
merly called the Board of Police,
consisted of Albert G. Hallum, Law-
rence Brasher, Sidney P. Brantley,
John Dowdy, and Hiram Hall. Of

these five, Brantley and Brasher, rep-
resenting the northern end of the
county, were from Pittshoro, N.C,
hence the reason for the name.,

In reading the easly history of Cal-
houn many names of families from a-
round Sarepta appear. This is espec-
ially so in the reading of the various
officials of the county, -

History informs us that some of
earliest settlers to what is now Cal-
houn County, were J. R. and Henry
Bounds who came to this section in
the early 1830's and settled west of
Pittsboro,

As I have stated in the outset, Sa-
repta was once a part of Lafayeue
County, and from history it would ap-
pear that it was first settled in the
early 1830's. From a search -of the
old records of land we find the fol-
lowing persons patented land wherc
Sarepta now stands:

US Gov't. to Nancy Church, NE
i-3 Sec 15, T 118, Riw, Sept. o,
1840

US Gov't to Thomas Copeland, N1V
1-4, Nov, g, 1840.

/US Gov't to Samuel Ward, SE -,

269.40, Nov, 1830 (Sarepta)

#JS Gov't to Thomas McGill, SW 1-

Nov. 1836 ($345.40). "

Early land owners consisted of the
following :

1850—A. T. Roane, J. S. Reasons,
H. D. Mclntosh, J. B. Beasley, J. R.
Ferguson, W. C. Redwine, Moses
Brooks, E. M. B Hillhouse, J. B.
Jones, B. Lewlling, John Bush, Jo A
Duncan, L. L. Spencer.

1860-1880—T. F. Rohertson, H. ].
Ragland, A. F. Duff, G.W.T. Co-,
Arron Shine, Thomas J. Ragland, |
M. Hawkins, J. L. Tedford, R. M.
Davis, J. Y. Goode, S. B. Spencer,
Johnny Young, Mary Sanders, James
Winter, A. W, Green, S. P. Davis, ],
B. Miller, T. W, Vance, G, N. Wheel-
er, W. S, Hudson, J. S. Rogers, Mar-
tin Sadler, W. W, Evans,

1880-1900—M, C. Hardin, A. F.
Duif, J. L. Sherfield, J. M. Sherfield,
D. C. Lamar, A. W. Lamar, J. D.
Dill, B.F._ Lewelling, Jasper Lewelling,
J. A. Glenn, J. M. Glenn, J, W. Dun-
avant, Newt Yanc[. S. B. Freeman,
W. C, Pittman.

1900-1920—Zenis Nelms, J. ]. In-
gram, W, W. Lamar, J. E, Geodwin,
Jane Kelly, W. D. Duff,. John H.

- Brewitt,-G. W, Riley, J. H. Ballenger,
J. P. MclLary, E. Zinn, G."W. Stub-
blefield, Will Grist, J. T. Costner, J.
A. Washington, C. E, Hj W. A,
Hipp, 5. B. Sharp, W. L. Yanc
W. E. Powell, John . oper, J. B,
Phillips. ' S

it is interesting to note that on
many of the old land descriptions we
find frequent reference to the Ponto-
toc and Coffeeville road mentioned.

In addition to the above we find
that Dr. Andrew Roane was one of
the pioneer physicians of Calhoun

- Militia in Tenr,

Tom -

County, He located at Sarepta in
1840 and was the son of Gov. Archi-
bald Roane of Tenmessee, who during
his administration ns governor ap-
pointed Andrew Jackson General of
. One of the first
births recorded in Sarepta history,
that I have been able to find, was that
of Judge Archibald T. Roane who
was born at Sarepta on April 17, 1841,

Capt. H, L. Duncan was one of the
first educators in Calhoun County and
he taught at Sarepta.

Judge Roane was with Forrest in
the civil war and very active in Cal-
houn County politics, as was his bro-
ther, Hon. S. M. Roane who served
as district attorney.

Sarepta has always been noted for
the patriotic manner in which its citi-
zenry rallies to the defense of her
state and county. In checking the list
of Confederate veterans we find the
following men’ from Sarepta served
our beloved South in the war between
the states:

J. H. Barnes, Co. H, sth Miss. Cal.
J. A. Brasher, Co, Paris 4th Miss,
G. W. Burt, 42nd Miss.

B. F. Hughes, 48th Miss.

J. L. Ivey, 42nd Miss.

S. J. Jenkins, 7th Miss.

L. M. Jenkins, 42nd Miss.

M. G. Lantrip, Co. F, 4znd Miss.

Jeff Overby, 4and Miss,

A. E. Peden, Co. C, tst Miss.

J. N. Phillips, Co. K, 17th Miss.

Theopolus Rankins, Duff's Ben.

G. W, Riley, Co. B 36th Ala,

This list is supposed to be correct
but of course it only shows the men
who gave their address as Sarepta at
the time of enlistment and could unot
possibly include the many others
from around Sarepta who served the
South’s cause so brave and true.

One can check the list of Sarepta's
heroes in all the wars from the civil
war up through the Korean conflict
and quiciciy discover that our little
community has played her role in the
defense of our country.

Our people have always been es-
teemed by their dedication to fair
play and honesty. From these red
hills have come some of this country's
finest citizens. Qur people have been
primarily farmers, although one easily
remembers that this community has
and is producing doctors, lawyers, en-
gineers, educators and professional
men in all walks of life.

Below is only a partial lisp of carly .
professional men:

Preachers, G. W. Riley;

Teachers, Dr. H.-L. Duncan, H. E.

" Dean, Cart Hartsfield.

‘Doctors—Dr. W, H. Reid, Dr. Har-
din, Dr. Sherfield, Dr, J. B. Souter,
Dr. J. J. Landreth, Dr. J. E. Powell.

Lawyers—Archibald Roane.

There were others,




