WILLIAM BURBRIDGE YANCEY
Son of Layton and Fanny Lewis Yancey

"Hill Top" had no close neighbors, until Willj
Burbridge Yancey,called Will,waz abou% thirteenlié:T
rs old, In 1816 John S.Gibbons of Woodstock,Virginig
gurﬁhasea land near the bend of the river above"Hil]

05 é Here he built a square red brick house, with
? 9leral entrance, and large enough for his growing
famliy. The pr}cks were made on the place,and wood
tor interior finish was carefully selected. Soon af-

er the move from Woodstock to the river was comple-~
te,the place was namead "Locust Dale". A large circ-

ular flower bed was planted near the entrance and in,

the side yard,a cellar-dee
1€ ¢ -deep greenhouse was prepared,
Eééi;;m, Albert, and Louisa Yancey now had playmates

) From his father Capt.William Layton Yance Will
%nheﬁlted ﬁOQ acres along the river, between gﬁocust
ale" and Hill Top", He married Mary Kyle Smith,sa
Qaughter of William and Diana McDonough Smith of“Sﬁ—
ithland",located on the 01d Indian Trail.now Rt.#11
Unfortuna?ely the house has been torn down and a pil
cture of it has not been found.

' Col.Daniel Smith and his wife Jane Harrison,Mar-
Yy 's grandparents,had built the house of brick broug—
ht f;om England as ballast in a sailing vessel.(98).
In 1778 when Augusta County was divided and a porti-
on of it called Rockingham,Daniel Smith was commisg-
loned one of its first justices.(99). Since he was
one of the wealthiest men in the area, his house was
cgn51dered the best located and most adaptable loca-
tion to use until a Court House could be built. The
Assembly ordered the Court %o convene at "Smithland"
That house stood near the present house built by Miz—
ry's brother Fdward Smith.,

Will and lMary selected a site quite near the ri-
ver,and since the area was densely wooded decided to
build their house of logs. Barly records show that
they named their farm "River Bank",

Will was a colonel of the militia and served for

many years as'Justice of the Peace., He also kept in
close touch with members of the Tfamily elsewhere,
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Signature of
William Burbridge Yancey

Mary died when Margaret Jane was just four mont-
hs old,leaving Will with seven children. Diana the
oldest,not quite fourteen,had four brothers,Benjamin,
Thomas,Edward and Charles Albert and two sisters lMa-
ry Prances and Margaret dJane.

Eighteen months later Will married his neighbor,
and childhood playmate,Mary Gibbons. She did not go
to "River Bank" as a stranger for the children alre-
ady knew and loved her. She was the only mother Ma-—

rgaret Jane could remember.

Occasionally during this period, Will would join
his neighbor Henry Kisling of "Cave Hill"to take fl-
our to market at Frederickshurg. Their covered wa-
gons were drawn by four to six horses. The trip took
several weeks. But,purchases could be made and bro-
ught back in the wagon. Too,waggoners charged $1.00
=$1.25 per hundred.
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"Locust Dale"
Home of
Mary Gibbons

Taken in 1968,

Will served in the Virginia Legislature from 18-
49 to 1853, He also acquired a considerable amount
of land. In 1856 he and Mary built a brick house a
little farther down stream and not so near the water

New House of Will and Mary Yancey.
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Unfortunately he enjoyed it only a short time,for he
died in 1858, Advertised for sale (100) the house
wae described as having "eleven rooms, well arranged
and six basement rooms." ... "the house covered with
tin." The roof was likely of the same material desc-
ribed in an old diary,referring to a roof of the sa-
me period. "T4 was one of the first metal roofs in
the Valley,made of tin shipped from England to Fred-
ensburg,then hauled overland." Both roofs were still
being used in 1969.

Will and "Polly" as Mary Gibbons Yancey was cal-
led had four children, The twins Robert and Mary pr-
edeceased their father,leaving Layton,seven and John
five., Bernard Peyton Teel and his wife Lucy Harnsbe-
rger Teel purchased "River Bank". The furniture,han-
dsome brasses,everything.was sold at Public Sale.Th-
en "Polly" and the boys went to live with her sister
Sarah Gibbons who had married William Miller. Their
spacious brick house,near "Tnglewood",overlooked the
river.Its name is not recalled but in later years it
was the home of their daughter Minnie and her hushbha-

nd William Southall.,
* * *

William Benjamin Yancey,son of Will and Mary Sm-
ith Yancey was generally called Billy but signed all
documents "Benjamin Yancey". According to the Roc-—
kingham Register of April 22, 1858, "Wm.B.Yancey was
on Thursday last,elected Magistrate in the 1st Dist-
rict in place of his father Col.Wm.B.Yancey, deceas-
ed- 1

Tn 1860 he married Victoria Winsborough,a daugh-
ter of William Winsborough of "Waterloo",on the opp-
osite side of the Shenandoah. Some say that at one
point near there the bottom of the river has not be-
en reached, Victoria's mother Julia Winsborough was
a daughter of Col.Joseph Mauzy of McGaheysville whe-
re Victoria attended the Seminary. (101)

Billy and Vic, both regretted the loss of "River
Bank", Then a severe flood caused the river to rise
and surround the house., It also dampened the enthu-
sisem of the Teel's so that they gladly sold it back
to Billy and sought a higher elevation. According
%o a Chancery record he paid $65.00 an A.for the 237
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A,with the house and R
other bui
for Mr.Teel's 158 A.of Woodlgné?lngs,and $2.40 an 4,

Fgont of "River Bank" after road change
ntrance on page 150 became gide porch,

Thus William Benjamin returned with hi i
_ s bri
%1srggyhood home. In those days,whether approagiizg
1y er, or the road which paralleled it, one faceﬁ
ong'¥erandahs upstairs and down with 1arée two sto-
égeﬁltiars. Thlg changed early in the 20th century
e edcounty }mproved.the road and moved frequenl
ve¥ og ed portions of it farther away from the ri-
camé s hgn the small side porch at "River Bank" be-
S %h ront en?rance,and a parlor with fireplace
pecane e reception hall. There was still a parlo;
o bacﬁr ?1de of it,with a fireplace in edch,and at
Ak L of the receptlgn hall a door opened to what
st aie be?ﬂ the original hall, Opposite the sta-
roomjwii gne g right a door opened to a large dining
oy tablc never seemed crowded even when the exten-
e 3 was filled to capacity. At the end of the
beau%i? 1oo; opened onto the pillared verandah and a
pe ul view up the river. The door onto the ups-
alrs porch was, in that period,often referred to as

"the dust door", a pla
ter or a broom, place to step out %o shake a dus-
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William Benjamin Yancey was twenty-four, when he
enlisted in The Army of the tonfederacy. He had been
instrumental in organizing The Peaked Mountain Grays
and was commissioned captain when it was mustered in
to service as Company E Tenth Virginia Infantry(102)
He commanded it at The Second Battle of Manassas and
at Gettysburg. Severely wounded in The Third Battle
of Winchester,he recovered with one leg shorter than
the other. This did not cause him to lose any time,
after the war,in repalring farm buildings and retur-
ning mills to operation. Soon river barges were ag-
ain loading lumber and other commodities for market.

There was always a warm welcome at "River Bank",
and guests were frequent. Occasionally fiddlers were
called in to play for dancing, enjoyed by relatives,
and friends, Billy and Vic had ten children:William,
Thomas,Stuart,Emma,Laura,Albert,Joseph,Nettie,Julia,
and Frank. They all loved company.

William,like his grandfather, married his neigh-
bor Mary Gibbons. She was a daughter of Robert Allen
and Frances Virginia Kemper Gibbons. He hecame a su-
ccessful lawyer in Harrisonburg,Virginia. Their home
onn South Main Street,adjacent to the present Munici-
pal Building,was across the street from that of Wil-
liam's uncle,John Gibbons Yancey. William and Mary
Yancey had eight children: Kemper,Mary V.,Robert,Wi-
lliam,Lois,Gharlotte,Ruth,and Mildred,who was 1little
more than a year old when her father died. The older
children were already attending public school in the
pretty old red brick puilding next door to where th-
ey lived, It had served as a hospital during the War
Between the States but resumed its original purpose,
soon after. Kemper,the first to graduate and go on
to college became & footbhall star, then coach at the
University of Virginia and Hampton Sydney before en-
tering business. Bill became a colonel in the army,
with service in Japan and Bob went to Raleigh N.C.as
special agent for North and South Caroline of Sprin-
gfield Fire and Merchants Insurance Compeny. Mary V.,
Tois and Charlotte taught school. Mary V.married Dr.
Noland M.Canter,who established the Xray Department,
at Rockingham Memorial Hospital. Charlotte married
Hillyer Boice and moved to Lynchburg,Virginia. Ruth
and Mildred both died young.

Mary's brother,Charles Gibbons married William's
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sister,Emma Yancey. They lived at "Locust Dale" Un-
til his premature death. Then Emma returned to"Ryj.
ver Bank", with their two small children, Hunter ang
Mary. It was there some years later that Mary mgp.
ried Robert Snapp in one of the most picturesque wWe-
ddings recalled, On a beautiful summer night a 1a-
rge part of the front lawn was lighted,for the occa-
Silon, with Delco lights. The frame of the lawn swi-
ng,covered with greens and wild sweet peas,formed gn
altar, with two rows of festooned sweet peas marking
an aisle across the lawn to the boxwood bordered wa~
1k that led to the porch. As the bridal party, the
bridesmaids, wearing long organdy dresses, in shadeg
of sweet peas, came down the aisle and turned, those
facing the house will never forget the picture. The
windows glowed with the soft light of oil lamps, and
candles., On the upstairs porch, the servants,scar-
cely visible except for their white aprons and coats
Jockeyed for a clearer view of the wedding processgi-
on and guests, How unfortunate that color film ang
movie cameras were not yet available, Hunter,Mary's
brother was state manager in Richmond,of Home Insur-
ance Company of New York.

Emma's brother Thomas Layton Yancey,married lMol-
lie Mauzy,daughter of George Whitfield and Frances R
Rush Mauzy,and granddaughter of Col.Joseph Mauzy . She
was named for her grandmother Mary Christina Kisling
Mauzy. ©She and Tom spent their early years at Mont-
evideo., TLater they moved to "Locust Dale". Having
grown up next door,Tom knew it well. He recalled be-
ing told that when Sheridan and his men came through
the Valley burning crops and barns,Sheridan observed
the Masonic Emblem over the door and stopped to ing-
uire to whom it belonged, and where he was.When told
that Mr.Gibbons was with the Confederate Army, he is
quoted as saying, "If you will tell me where to find
water for my men,your barn will not be burned. Anad
it was not. Next to "Locust Dale" was William Benj=-
amin Yancey's "River Bank", then "Hill Top" belongi~
ng to Bernard Teel. Following the river road beyond
"Hill Top" led almost directly to the Rig Spring, at
"Willow Bank",where there was an ample supply of wa-
ter for men and horges. That night, the sky was ab-
laze with the reflection of numerous campfires burn-
ing lumber, cut before the war,for Robert Layton Ya-
ncey's new house.
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Like his father,Tom enjoyed 1iving along the ri-
ver and farming. He and Mollie had seven chlldrep:
Christine, Hattie, Arthur, Frances, Whltflel?, Lelia
and Thomas, Hattle was named for her father s cous-
in,a daughter of Thomas L.Yancey Jr.,of Missouri,who
was visiting at "River Bank"when Hattie was born,Ma-
rriage to Leonard Gillum, took her %o Madison Mills,
Virginia., Christine,Frances,Lelia and Whitfield rem-
ained in Rockingham County. Arthur and Thomas chose
Harrisonburg. Arthur became Assistant Cashier of The
Pirst National Bank. Thomas,Representative of Massa-
chusettes Mutual Life Insurance Company,won,for more
than twenty years,The National Quality Award.

Thomas L.
Yancey
son of
Capt., Billy
and
Bernard P.T.
Yancey
son of
Robert L.
Yancey.

Courtesy of
Lelia Yancey
Rolston

ied medicine,His

Emmas brother Stuart Yancey studie
first wife,Jane Mummaw,died the year they were marg
ried, Six years later,he married Bessle Nicholas o
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"Belle View", near Port Republic, a granddaughter of
Jacob Bright Nicholas. Stuart practiced in the Hapr.
risonburg area until he moved to Florida, He and Be-
ssie had three children:Malcolm,Richard who died yo-
ung,and Elizabeth. Malcolm was working in Danville,
Virginia,when Anna Mae Mitchell walked by. Though he
had never geen her before,it is reported that he tu-
rned to a friend and said,"That is the woman T shall
marry." He did, They also made their home in Tglg_
hasse,Florlda,where his sister Elizabeth married Dr,
Wilbur Lee Hicks,

Albert Yancey,another son of Capt.Billy, married
Bertie Shipp, Her great-grandmother,Frances Yancey
Price was a sister of Albert's grandfather, Williapm
Burbridge Yancey, Briefly, Albert and Bertie lived
at "River Bank" in g small house near Yancey Station
and Post Office.and General Store,

The train stopped
on the right,

L-R:Helen,Reba, Robert
Richard,Mamie,Virginia,
Martha and Bernard,wait-
ing for the train, The
Robert Yanceys and the
Richard Yanceys had been
visiting at "Hill Poph,

For identification please
check pages 89-91,

sengers,
Albert was operating the lumber mill at the pla-

cg; As the business grew the railroad added g spur
at Yancey,so that cars could be left by one train to

158,

William Benjamin Yancey
and his wife
Victoria Winsborough Yancey
Courtesy of Lelia Yancey Rolston
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be .
famiiidigéthen picked up by a later train. When hi

bt thegrew their first house, Albert and Berti1S
Simeon,Jennfp%CIous b;lck house in Elkton, where De’
during the Vngs had lived and maintained a hosnita{.
Genrme Briee ro enror s xoort and his brother-in-1ay
Gooren mad Jr.entered into the bark business wheiw
later move trlltte lived in Green County,Virginia K
ther facilitooc Albert to Charlottesville,where éno_
es of groundyhgii started from which large quantiti-
Scotland, (100) Th were shipped to Rusia, Germany ang
permanen% Sl dy e old Fitzhugh Lee house, now their
ye and threemeiw?s ideal for their family of two bo-
oo o e e Whi% rls. Price continued the bark busin-
&ferred. tie e aftgr his father retired. Albert pr-
¥l ottenyil automobile business but remained in Cha

ay and moveg't Anna V.married Albert Carlyle Gannawf
Med Tet T 3 Hollywood,California. Lucretia maf:
reey,and sec?id %gﬁﬁlﬁoizrﬁg¥%er og gatterson,NewJe_
lvania., Julia marri er of Carnegie,Pennsy-
Ryan of Bayonne,Ngilggrgzi?k Alderman and later John

N K}

rriedeﬁﬁiifzzgge%?daughter of Capt.Billy and Vic,ma-
rra apeoitfield Liggett Mauzy,son of Thomas Gallatin
Gallotis poite Liggett Mauzy and grandson, of Albert
hoie poms ooF.or Bonteyides,Virginia. They located
ardsville Pg? ub Run where a road leaving the Stan-
most the cenée turned toward the river, This was al-
Raleigh Armentr of NcGaheysville,where Whitfield and
field died in fout operated a general store. Whit-
the youngest n0223u%$§V;?g Nettie with nine children,
14 : 81X years old., Whitfi
1egei§1$uT2ther's cousin,Charles Layton Yanceglgeiil
law in 192§a%0klahoma’Where he began the practice of
served oo iBaught in the University Law School, and
s Tamtemt s Be Judge. Qw1324 he married Fu-
Raleigh remai 13 licGaheysville playmate. His brotﬁer
MiamimFloridlne gt home for a while then settled in
Harns%e} a. William llauzy, married Sarah Frances
Charlottger of Harrisonburg and moved to Staunton Va,
2150 becammaﬁrled Graham llessersmith of Grottoes., It
nied her hisbgﬁg Eg %ho?ai enay, Nangpret accompa~
chose Harrisonbure. orfolk and Victoria and Yancey

Nettie! i i
e¢'s sister Julia Yancey married as his sec-

ond wife, Starke Estes, a childhood friend who lived
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in Barboursville,Virginia. After his death she spent
summers with her sister Lmma Yancey Gibbons at "Riv-
er Bank",and winters in VcGaheysville with her brot-

by then a widower. The ho-

her Frank Yancey,who was
use at "River Bank" was closed, and winters for Emma
were spent in Richmond with her son,Hunter Gibbons.

ed Louise Miller Yancey. His

father, William Benjamin Yancey, was the son of Wil-
1iam Burbridge Yancey and hie 1lst wife,liary Kyle om-
ith Yancey. Louilse's father,Layton Burbridge Yancey
was the son of William Burbridge Yancey, and his 2nd

wife, WMary Gibbons Yancey.

Frank Yancey marri

and banker,Prank later tu-

rned to the manufacture of tannic acid,in Galax,Vir-
ginia. In 1926 he and Louise and the children came
back to the Valley where he was one of the first pi-
oneers in large scale poultry production(lll). Tou-
igse and Frank had three children: Louise,Frances and
Frances lived only two months, DLoulse mar-—

Originally a merchant

Layton,
ried Albert Joseph who like his Tather was interest-
ed in cattle. I+ wag he who founded The Shenandoah

Velley Livestock galeg Inc.,in 1926. Their home was
in Harrisonburg. Touise's brother,Layton, an acco-
untant,settled in Staunton,Virginia. His wife,lary
lloore Fontaine,of Wythville,Virginia was a granddau-

ghter of Newton and Josephine Henkel lloore of "Noor-
he Valley Pike north of Tenth legion.

eland",on ©

Home of Thomas L.Yancey;later of daughter Pet Y.Sipe
Courtesy of Nancy Burner Harmon.
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Thomas L.Yance i i i

. ¥, like his brothers Will and E
2§d,wi: Qapt.of Cavalry ;n the War Between the S%gg_
ub%les in the case of his uncle for whom he was doh
g S named, all court records and signatures fou-

: cey a record in the diary of

gs&gﬁtgifgﬁsnﬁoAgém as Tﬁomas Lewis. Her%arri:drii;

. erson Moffett Newman, In h i
Margaret Moffett White i o ke wogsianTY

: : writes about, "The weddi

?ﬁfg;g ?ﬁulSﬁ Nevman and Thomag Lewis Yancey atngﬂgf
gxla ts > Rockl;nds",no longer existing, is beli-
e Nave been in the vicinity of Mt.Crawford wh-
Tivea s ggﬁiﬁsM:§z gild Eo have lived. Later, they
- >treet in Harrisonburg,in a lar-
ngrig bﬁiﬁk house with tall white pillargz whichafs
e s Club. When they lived there it was ac-

ross from Brockett's Stage
Pike, now Main Street, o IR Bliagy om tho el

Thomas L.Yancey,a lawyer,serv
3 ed as mayor and co-
gﬁgnggiith'i attorney.'Some who heard himyspeak wﬁgn
Jon lggs one was 1a1d_for the Masonic Building,on
. i ’ 0 considered him an orator. On Mey 23 1é61
ryp -%ﬁgTas_L.Yancey's cavalry left for Harpers,Fer-
re%urn 3 e 1n the army he contracted a fever and was
ed to his home as soon as he was able,but died

in 1862 i . ; b
e and’%?i?lng Maggie with two small children Will-

When old enough Will went to Missouri.wh

1 ¥ ere -

er members of the family had settled. While there b
e (lOe) a fever,which plagued him the rest of hig
kg z %l,He returned to the Valley and in 1884 ma-
grandfaihe;ewZigcggéthgls gragdfather iy mesana

A ers. ne fr i

ed ﬁecollectlon was of his riding pgggeﬁ%i{lzﬁngzgﬂz
gﬁ orseback one day, when Sallie and her three bro-
ers were playing one of their favorite games which

involved j i ;
1 it Jumping over strategically placed, waterme-—

As a wedding present,Will'
s maternal
gzéNﬁg??nfpurihased "Hili Top" and gave i%rigdggf?gg
or life, Eventually it would go to Wi
- 0 - 111 '

2?15_51§ter Amnie Myers. (Five years aftgr the deatﬁ
Willls ather!hls mother married Lycurges lMyers.) As

and Sallie went to their new home they were gr-
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eeted by the children and grandchildren of old fami-
1y servants who had never left their homes even tho-
ugh the property had changed hands several times,Th-
ey were there to greet and help lMiss Sallie, Will
had grown up in town.

His sister,Pet Yancey,married George Edgar Sipe,
called Edgar at that time but later known as George.
In one of her letters to Bessie Yancey,lLizzie Talia-
ferro says,"Edgar gave Pet a magnificent bracelet as
an engagement present." He served in the House of
Delegates for one year and as General Receiver,Rock-
ingham County Court for forty years.(108). The Sipes
had two little girls,Reba and Dot,the older not four
years old when Pet died., They were raised by their
grandmother and their devoted nurse. Many happy days
were spent on the farm with Aunt Sallie. Later Geo-
rge E.Sipe married Marion Mullikan of New York,a fr-
iend and frequent visitor of Pet's cousin Bettie Co-
nrad Haas. George and Marion had one daughter,Enid.

For the benefit of his grandchildren,Mr.Sipe re-
corded many interesting recollections of The War Be-
tween the States,which a young boy would not readily
forget.(107) His father was over forty-five so did
not enter the war in the beginning. Their servants
were slaves in name only. They were well clothed,ate
the same food as the family and in sickness were nu-
resed by his mother or the housekeeper, This was mo=—
re generally true in the south than oft repeated st-
ories indicate. Their loyalty and desire not to le-
ave their homes when free to is ample proof.

In the Spring of 1862 Jackson's army camped only
a few miles from the Sipe house, in the woods around
Flk Run Church. The sight of soldiers and the cann-
on's roar were not uncommon. One evening, two so-
1ldiers seeing the maid milking,seized a cup and dip-
ping from the bucket,each gulped down a quart of mi-
lk,handed the maid a five dollar bill,and hurried on
down the road. When the war ended,that five dollars
was the only real money the family had., All Confed-
erate currency was valueless, The maid had gone im-
mediately to Mrs Sipe and given the money to her.

After the Battle of Port Republic,George and his
father visited "Lynnwood",the Lewis home. Along the
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road were abandoned guns,su i

G ’ gy,supplies and many dead so]l-
diers. When the Battery was taken for the third %1_
me, near the house more than twenty horses had fall-
en,almost touching each other, -

Torches had inflicted crippling devastation
oughout the Valley. Sipe's lagge %ank barn and Egﬁ:
acco house had been burned but the main house remai-
ned, One afternoon George walked over to "Hill Top®
to see his school friend Louis Teel, While there ca
valrymgn came down the river road. Soon Teel's barﬁ
oug buildings and stables were ablaze. Scarcely he-
iﬁ above the roar of the flames,a soldier dashed up

e porch stalrway to the second floor, and into one
of the rooms where a wood fire was burning, seized g
fagot and plunged the flaming end into the bed. An
offlcer,hearlng the screams of Louis' sisters jumped
from his horse and ran up the stairs. Plunging his
sword into the burning fagot, he threw it across the
bapnlstgr into the yard. Then dragging out the bu-
iging tick ﬁnd covers, he dropped them down onto the

grass where the i i i i
o, e W saved? smoldered in the drizzling rain,

George's father was finally called out,with "The
Olq Reserves", leaving George to protect his mother
and the younger children. The Sipe's two remai.nin:T
horses had been hidden in the woods most of the fime,
hgw, it seemed they might be safer in Albemarle, but
W}ﬁh kr.Sipe in the army only George could take,them.
Riding one horse and leading another through the ju-
ngles and over the rugged heights of the Blue Ridge
to avoid the main road was a difficult and hazardoué
venturg for a boy of fourteen. Late in the aftern—
oon,_flres could be seen outlining the Valley in bo-
th directions. It was a terrifying sight. The next
day he'and the horses reached his Grandfather's wit-
hout mishap. After a good night's sleep George sta-
rted home_on foot. As he neared his destination, it
was a relief to see that the house had not burneé.

In January of 1865,his father,home on leave,ans-
wered the door and faced five men with hats ove; th-
elr eyes,necks muffled, and muskets with fixed bayo-
neﬁs gllstening in the moonlight. They wanted to sp-
end the night,they said, Told that all beds were fi-
lled, they retreated to the road for consultation,or
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so it seemed, and after some hesitancy left. No do-
ubt they were surprised to see lMr,Sipe and anticipa-
ted that soldiers might be occupying the beds. The
next day it was learned that they went to a neighbo-
rs; gagged llr,Gilmer, and his wife; took all clothi-
ng not in use,bedding and everything else they could
carry.

Shortly after Ir.Sipe returned to duty he became
seriously i1l and the major of his company, sent for
lrs.Sipe. The letter was on the way more than a we-
ek before it reached her, Telegraph service extend-
ed only to the county seat, so a letter was the best
way to send her a message. Since the nearest train
was thirty miles away George and his mother were so-
on jolting over the rough mountain roads to Charlot-
taville to take the Virginia Central to Richmond.

Boys are usually fascinated by trains and George
was no exception., The engine had a tall smokestack,
with a large funnel at the top,which belched showers
of sparks when stoked with more pine wood. In those
days a "Ladies Car" was reserved exclusively for la-
dies, or gentlemen accompanying & lady. It was pres-—
ided over by a janitress, who tended the stove which
heated it,and guarded the door. In front of Mrs.Sipe
Gen.Jubal Rarly and another Confederate officer were
discussing The Battle of Cedar Creek. Their voices
were not heard above the roar of the train,except at
stations, where it was evidently flagged and gtopped
suddenly. George sitting back of his mother was fa-
scinated by a couple across the aisle from him,a yo-
ung officer in Confederate uniform, with shiny brass
buttons and gold lace,and an attractive young woman,
elegantly dressed.

At one stop an older woman and a boy got on. The
woman had her possessions in a white sheet, with the
four corners knotted together, and the boy gripped a
chicken by the legs, and in the other arm clutched a
runty pig. The woman dumped her bundle in a corner
at the Tront of the car, and she and the boy dropped
down beside it.

Because of the soperific effect of the heat,very
gradually all passengers began to doze. (George only
pretended to sleep. Several times he saw a shadowy
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figure appear on the ol i
ire aj platform outside the door but
geflnlte "no" from the janitress turned it back,on1;
0 return again, Finally with a glance at her slee.
E;ng pas;eggerg she admitted a shivering soldier,fr_
.one o he unheated cars,who almost 1it
gged the stove. ’ AL s

At Richmond Mrs.Sipe and George welcomed the co-
mfort of thg coal stove in the station as they wait-
ed for daylight so that they could locate lMr.Sipe.As
hoped,they found him much improved. ‘

* * ¥*

Edward Smith Yancey,named for his mother's brot—
her,marrlgd Frances Virginia Mauzy,daughter of Albe-
rt Gallat}n lauzy. He had grown up at "Fordwell" op=-
posite "R}ver Bank" on the Shenandoah but after mar-
rying Julia Nicholas built the interesting house and
store at lMontevideo., The first floor served as Post
Office and store. The living guarters above were li-
ght and spacious. His family enjoyed the contact wi-
th trave;ers on the Stanardsville Pike and those fr—
om the Pineville Road which terminated there,

Home of Albert Galatin Mauzy,

of Franceg Virginia HNaugzv.
of Joseph and Maggie Yancey Nicholas.
Courtesy of Nancy Burner Harmon.

Edward and his family lived near Harrisonburg,Va,,
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In 1861 Edward Smith Yancey left for Harpers Fe-
rry,as Captain of The River Rangers. In the company
were many of his friends; C.M.Kemper, Robert Weaver,
W.W.Hedrick, George Hedrick, C.L.Hedrick, A.L.Harns-
perger, and W,A.Harnsberger, All familiar names tod-

ay .

Adjustment was difficult after the war. Although
never severely wounded Edward suffered from the sho-
ck of war and soon wandered off. Where no one knew,
His family waited anxiously,hoping for his return,

About 1880 one son,named for Ed's brother Charl-
es Albert, went to Colorado, and liked it., In time,
hig mother and the others followed., Charles married
Tlora Davis of Windsor. His brother Joe married Mat-
tie Hankins of Fort Collins. They settled on "County
Line Farm" three and a half miles northwest of Wind-
sor,so called because part is in Weld County and pa-
rt in Larimer. The adjoining farm was purchased by
Robert Reid who married lMaggie Bell Yancey. He came
from Derry County,Ireland,near Coleraine. It contin-
ues to be the home of members of his family,

Working for the railroad Charles Yancey realized
the need for,and built the first livery barn in Win-
dsor., Here travelers from the train could rent a ho-
rse or horse and bugegy. As progress caused the live-
ry business to dwindle he turned to buying and sell-
ing horses,and the harness trade, He served two ter-
ms as mayor and many more as town trustee. The Yanc-
ey Block and other large structures built by him co-
ntinue to serve the business area of Windsor.

Livery Barn

Charles Yancey-R.

From Family Photo
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Charles and Flora Davis Yancey

From Family Photograph
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The Harness Shop Charles Yancey = R.

son William M.V.D.

grandson Tommy
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Charles A.Yancey gravels Main Ext,,

One day the family at "River Bank" looked out of
the window and recognized the man approaching as Ca-
pt, Billy's long lost brother Edward Smith Yancey, A
kind Providence had led him back to his boyvhood home
for his last illness., He died soon after returning,

* * *

Charles Albert, another son, of William and Mary
Smith Yancey,after attending the school of Professor
White at Mossy Creek,beyond Bridgewater, on the Warm
Springs Road,now Route #/42,studied law at the Unive-
rsity of Virginia, (104) In 1861 he was & lieutena-
nt of infantry but later served in the cavalry under
his brother Capt.Edward Yancey and Col.Foxhall Dain-
gerfield, After the war he turned to the practice
of law, Some years later he was Joined by his nep-
hew, Edward Smith Conrad, a son of his sister Diana,

In 1867 Charles Albert Yancey married Julia Por-—
terfield Morrison,of Cumberland,Maryland, They lived
on the cast side of South Main Street in Harrisonbus
rg,Virginia, But his estate extended beyond today's
lason Street. Part of it is now occupied by the Ro-
ckingham Memorial Hospital,on South Mason Street., He
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i i i haracter as we-
known for his high profegs;onal c .
gisas hig fine personal quallt}es. When he died the
Rockingham Register reported pls funeral as the lar-
gest ever known in the community.

w n
His son Daniel Burbridge, generally callgd ﬁur
was As:istant Cashier of The Peoples Baﬁk. Eigiilrﬁz
wife,Nannie Reid,of Mississippl, died w ig e ii_
Burbridge Scott Yancey was eight years old. 5 ? o
ved near his mother and sisters,Charlotte an_lj u ui'
The latter especially devoted her atteptlogl odyomcg
Burbridge, Another sister Napnlg marrled aude -
Tall and lived in Lynnhurst,Virginia,

ie Reid Yanc-—
s after the death of Nannie
e Bﬁrfz:riizg her close friepd Rosa Keyes of Geo;g—
EL° " They momed thelr only chila E_Tahn?llﬁe?%]fi_}m;g;r?:
e g in his teens when Dr.John } f -
:oibzgg ggrsuaded Bur to take a? adméniitr?zigiypgi
i i i ita an e -
ition at The University Hospl i v e poe
Charlottesville. About the time Bu A
¥2gd;ofor college another offer persuaded th;hfami%z
to move to Decatur,Georgia where Bur died. is
me his son decided to stay in Virginia.

; later
e of Charles Albert Yancey;
tom of Burbridge Scott Yancey.
Courtesy of Nancy Burner Harmon.
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William Burbridge Yancey
and daughter Diana.,
Courtesy of Jessie Conrad Gibbons.

172.

Diana Yancey,oldest daughter of William and liary
smith Yancey is described in a letter from Dr.Peachy
Harrison to his wife Francesg Rodes Harrison, who was
visiting her parents, Will and Cissy Yancey Rodes at
"idway" near Charlottesville, He wrote,"I met this
afternoon, our pretty and interesting little cousin,
Diana Yancey. She was in town on a shopping expedi-
tion, preparing for the wedding of Mr,Robert Yancey,
at which, she is to act the part of a bridesmaid, to
his betrothed, Diana i1s a sweet girl and will dou-
ptless be guite a belle in the beau Ionde of Rockin-
gham," The wedding reffered to was that of Robert
Yancey and Amancda Brock.

In 1850 Diana married George Oliver Conrad,desc-
endant of two of the earliest settlers in the Valley
Jacob Miller and Stephen Conrad, George was born in
Elkton,or Conrad's Store as it was then called,beca-
use the store also served as Post Office. George's
parents,George and Suzanne Niller Conrad,in 1836 pu-
rchased the house of Abraham Scherdlin, and moved to
the area south of Harrisonburg. He was a wine maker
who came to Virginia from France and established vi-
nyards with a lookout on Red Hill. His mansion hou-
se with its long windows faced the Stage Coach Stop,
on the Valley Pike. Time brought changes and the si-
de entrance became the front.

Boyhood home of George Oliver Conrad,
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