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JACOB LAYTON YANCEY
Son of Layton and Fanny Lewis Yancey

The name Jacob Yancey has been observed only on-
ce in Court Records. According to his mother's pen-
sion papers he was named Jacob Layton Yancey. Alth-
ough called Jacob, he chose to use Layton Yancey for
his legal signature,after the death of his father.

In the War of 1812 Jacob served as a corporal in
the 6th Regiment of Coleman's Virginia Militia,under
Capt.Adam Harnsberger.(114) In 1814 he was Coronet
of Cavalry under Col.Joseph WMauzy. Turning to civi-
1ian life,he was appointed Magistrate in 1819 and in
1821 Justice of the Peace for Rockingham County. He
was also surety for the #3600 bond of Tobias lcGahey
the guardian of Jacob's two younger sisters Clarissa
and Louisa,and for the $3000 bond of his brother Jo-

. n,the guardian of their brothers Will and Albert.It
appears that all children under 2?1 years of age were

required to have a guardian and were referred to as
orphans even though one parent was still living.

While visiting his sister Fanny Yancey Price,Ja-
cob met Lurenna,a daughter of Michael and Sara Price

 lloyers of the Stanardsville area. According to le-

gend the first of the lloyers came from the Palatina-
te along the Rhine,when the father of Catharina loy-
ers decided to take her to America to avoid an unde-
sirable marriage. Her father died and was buried at

‘sea. But,Catharina married a fellow passenger, Mat-

hias Lehr,who brought her to Virginia and settled in
the Brock's Gap area. They lived and are buried near
Raeder's Church. Other members of her family follo-
wed, Six generations of Michael lMoyers are said to
have lived in the Brock's Gap section.(134)

When Jacob and Lurenna married,they started hou-
sekeeping just as his parents had, in the log house,
near the big spring. Because of the trees along the
river it was named "Willow Bank". Jacob had inher—
ited that part of his father's land directly back of
"Hill Top" which included the house and spring. So
he was near enough to assist his mother and brothers.
Lurenna's sunny disposition endeared her to all. To
those who remembered her,she always seemed to be su-
rrounded by friends. Some of her silver remains in
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in the Tamily,

In 1830 when Jacob's broth
i o e ; er John S.Yan
ﬁgSMgsffugl W1Ehdhls Tamily, Jacob and Lu,a;eﬁﬁﬁgzgg
’ °d,rented John's hopge With +th
ildren the house at "Wile . Tee small ch-
Bank" was becomi
ded, Robert was seven, Ri 4 . oming crow-
chard five and S
A few months after movin arah three,
5 gy George was p ™M,
not quite ten months ol4g éhen chob dieg_ ByHih?:s

Lurenng'g sister hag i i
. ) married Archibalg Brock
%;ggglnear Lacey Sprlngs,known at an earliep ggteazg
Vallexs Eprlng, The girls nag Zone to school in the
i JSW En Quite young ang Were devoted tgp each ot-
the.Brogklgrgggs an§ hertﬁhildren spent much time at
: . ear em lived Peter Hint
whose wife Polly Seller i o tima’:
S died about the same 1 :
Jacob Yancey, leaving Peter with g Tourteen yeaﬁeo§§

Son, Andrew, Pp1] i
cca’Sellers. Y was g daughter of Silas gng Rebe-

verns, It was g large reg brick house with tall whe

are gtill Tremembered, gs - i
g builain nearby: S 1s the pine bpanelled kitchen

rated the mill but had not changed the name, Then
Richard married Phoebe Barley,a neighbor of his aunt
sarah Brock, The Barley'house was described follo=-

with a spiral staircase from the ground floor to the
attic. The mantels, in each room, were beautifully
carved,some of wood,some of marble, This wag likely
the work of Phoebe'sg father,whose profession was co-
rving tombstones. Floors in the house were solig pi-
ne one and a half inches thick, Locks and hinges on
the heavy doors were of brass, "It was a warm house
with an inner wall of homemade bricks covered on the
outside with weatherboarding, "said Travis Maddox who
lived there as a boy. He later married Lillian Yan-
cey,a great-granddaughter of Jacob and Lurenna,

January 3rd 1861, Richard enlisted in the Confe-
derate Army (80) and served ag Lt.Co.H 10th Va,Cav,

under Capt. John P.Brock. Later he was transferred
to Co.E 14%th Inf,, then finally back to the 10th Va,
Cav.Co.K, Since soldiers in that day furnished th-

eir own horses the transfer probably signifies, that
the horse was not so fortunate as he ang a new horse
had to be found, A horse was valued at $150.00 and

equipment at $25,00,

Richard's wife,Phoebe,died while he was in serv-
ice, and was buried in the Barley cemetery, near the
house, A small stone near hers, on which one could
identify only P Y may be a grave of an infa—
nt daughter, Later that year the mill ,which Richa-
rd still owned,was burned by incendiaries. (81)

Some years after the war Richard married his co-
usin Lucy Garth., Her mother,Louisa Yancey Garth was
a sister of Richard's father Jacob Layton Yancey.Lu-
¢y and Richard lived near Lacey Springs,where he was
Pogtmaster, Their daughter Loula could recall spe-
nding the day at Aunt Sallie Allebaugh's, and playi-
ng with lMargaret and the boys, before her family mo-
ved to Barboursville,Virginia,

¥ * *

Robert,the oldest son of Jacob and Lurenna Yanc-
ey married Amanda Brock,daughter of Archibald Brock,
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gistzaz alsi & granddaughter of John Brock who wh

fonre afima 1 boy,_was the only member of hisg %ami%n

bomdy er an Indian raid, Amanda's grandmother .
in Holman's Fort during an Indian attack g

Robert enlarged the h i
) ouse at "Will Bank"
i ow . -
hegdgpfigtirdhall at the back of the original hoigg
S sida ed the two rooms upstairs and down, on th,
e,with a fireplace in esch room, Tﬁe hali

B pillarg sSupporting a porch
i?ﬁlﬁistgi mountains, The door o%enigg ont?bgzgﬁbggﬁ
ornamentedrrqgﬁded by oblong panes of frosted glass

wi clear amber stars which in daylight

landing which crossed the back of the hall theﬂ :gm?

ﬂ;g:do;hihgesoent to the first floor. The gracerul
ding 1ot COiyalnut ralllcgntinued to the bottom en-
e et oL The original front porch, between
ort mang. O lmneys,now became the side porch, A sh-
ot ] itL%O Ze?tually covered with wisteria, extendead
dininer Wo story frame building,which included

_ g-room and kltchen_on the first floor ang slee-

I i

;agiégdbgggples already had their own log houses on

¥ "Hilif thﬁ Tiver,mid way between "Willow Ba-

5 : Top". The greenhouse was near the gi-

ol 1- nlike those of today, it extended below
evel to avoid freezing in winter. One could

stand up comfortab ;
BF ER plants%y, to plant seeds in early spring

un igg:tgﬁ,flax and wool grown on the place were sp-
o fregd, woven into cloth and made into garm-
g I amlly,an@ servants,augumented occasionall
spigninvasﬁs made in the city. One large reel ang g
o su'tb wheel have bgen breserved; also a small b

1T of homespun linen marked "Richard'g", o

Robert anag Amanda lost their first four children.

Two drowned, i I
b gt The others died from illness when qui-

Several times when th i
) . € river reached flood
ig zgglng,wagons were packed with food and ggseggigf
everyone on the place was prepared to flee to
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higher ground, If the water rose to a certain point
the river would change itg course, and surround the

house. This never happened but after repeated anwi-
ous incidents,it was decided to build a new house on
a knoll directly opposite the present location, Lum-
per was cut and stacked near the site, ready to beg-
in construction as soon as the weather permitted,In-
stead there came rumors of war and finally war itse-
1f. Long ago Robert and his brother George had fre-
ed everyone on their plantations,though all chose to
stay. So they decided to pay some one else to fight
while they devoted their attention to farming. By
the end of the war,Sheridan's soldiers had destroyed
the lumber for the new house and it was never built.

Robert died a month before his youngest son was
born. Amanda named the baby Robert Jr.. The son who
drowned had been Robert Lewis. The baby was Robert
Leyton. Amanda did not move but continued farming,
Shortly after her husband's death,she was wakened by
foot steps. The children were still asleep and the
steps came nearer., Visible in the moonlight she wa-
lked onto the upper porch and raised her gun just as
a volce from the dark said,"Don' shoot lliss NManda,it
me. I jes' came early to start de breakfas' biscuits’

When Ashby,frequently called "Tallie" was twenty
-one his mother arranged a real celebration. Cousin
Lizzie Taliaferro described it in a letter to Bessie
Yancey, in Missouri. She wrote, "Cousin landa gave
Tallie a big party on Feb.3, as it was his 2ist bir-
thday. She went to town and bought confectionaries
and lots of good things. She sent for me to come ov-
er and help to bake cake and fix. So lirs.fllen and I
were there two or three days helping her, and I tell
you we did fix a spanking good supper. There were
between fifty and seventy-five persons there, The
invitations were printed in town, also, a program of
the dance was sent to all the dancers,with the invi-
tation, I tell you they put on style,danced all ni-
ght and had splendid music. I danced until half pa-
st three o'clock. Brock took sister, Charlie took
Kate Krebs and Leet took me, all in sleighs." A1l
friends and neighbors must have had house guests,be-
cause for most of those attending, the distance from
their home to "Willow Bank" would be a drive of from
half a day,to one or even two days. The hostess had
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lived a year and a half. Mamie married Charles Bur-

i er. Hig
not only guests to plan for but horses and sleighs, a son of Jacob and Frances Brille Burn

nﬁiéstors came from Germany,where the?.wer§1gn%¥202g

The following year Amanda, Yancey died, Ashby wag iheir beautiful cabinet wo{k-_ ‘5°2§St;?eNaﬁnié mar—

of age and Sallie almost so Richard,fifteen,was a17.. 1 are still in the family. I‘rlamlz Sen'l:rout Their fa-

owed to stay at home with them, His guardian,George ried as his 2nd w1f3, Raleigh Arm Raléigh ad Wi

Sipe married Pet Yancey,a cousin of Richard's father, milies had been frlenas for years.dau =iy Mioe

Charleg Brock, Amanda'g brother, took her two younger . lst wife,Lucy Argen?rlght’haq o eargMcGaheYSVille;

Sons Bernmard and Robert to grow up with his children married Everette Smith and lives nthe Shermrdant B
near Lacey Springs, Virginia., Sallie chose Ashby ag not far from her father's home on

v = o : They
her guardian, ver. Dr.liary Armentroug marrﬁggdgriﬁiéﬁ igcggo?ﬁ%zii
i in his home near Cross ML) e

Ashby married Alice McDonough Hedrick,a daughter é;ging old house built by Jacob Bright Nicholas.
of Nancy Catterton and her husband, George Wainright

Hedrick, Their home "Sunnyside" was about a mile up
the river, on the opposite side from "Willow Bank' |,
Sometime after Alice came there to live, Ashby addeg
a large kitchen to the back of the house and his mo-
ther's downstairs bedroom became the dining room, A
long pie safe with ornamental panels was built along

cles and other guests,who came not for a meal or day
but for a month or longer, A large window opposite
the door greeted one on entering the room with a re-
freshing view of the river,

Ashby was g successful farmer, dealing principa-
11y in cattle, In late years, he was a director o+
The Bank of Elkton, Due to an accident, when still
quite young,he lost a foot, While watching the men
put up a fence, the wire slipped and struck him with

; i here,
great force, Not realizing that it hag cut, he was "Willow Pank" when Ashby and Alice lived the
amazed, when he returned to the house and founa that : . : Hillism lio—
his boét was full of blood, Telephones did not exi- Sallie Yancey Ashby's sister m§§;i§2rgl§ézob La-
st. Someone had to go for the doctor, Examination ffett Yancey. Their pgtexmal_granwere_brothers' D
showed the wound was already infected, and any delay yton and William Burbridge Yaﬂie{randfather purchas-—
would be unwise, 50 with the nearest hospital mil- lMoffett Newmen, Will's maternil & for 1ife. It would
€s away,the doctor had no choice but to put Ashby to ' ed "Hill Top" and gave it to ﬁﬁﬁie liyers. (After the
sleep on the dining room table for,or as he thought, then go to Will's Step“915ter’L Yancey,his mother m-—
further examination, It was a terrible shock, when i death of Will's father,Thomas L. ortgén of the ori-
Ashby regained consciousness, to learn that his limb arried Lycursgus C.llyers) Only a'g sy Tewis Yanc—
had been amputated just below the knee. In due time ginal house remained as Laytqil??e& Yhe H and conyes
he was back in the saddle and continuing his activi- ey lkmew it. A later owner dis 1cll.e FecaTTol Saaie
ies, rted it to an L shaped house. Salli

Ashby and Alice hag three children. George only 69
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ng the beautiful old mantles
tossed.onto the scrap pile, ’
appreciated gift because of +
magnificent view.

and.ceiling ornaments
But it was a genuinely,
he family ties and the

"Hill Top"

remodeled,

View of the
Allegheny
Mountains

from
"Hill Top"
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There was a duestion about sharing the farmland,
at "Willow Bank" or dividing it. Alice wrote to her

mother gsaying: "I wanted to come up this week but the
river is up. ...The commnissioners have been here su-
rveying end dividing the land. lir.Gibbons,lr.Johns-
@n,Mr.Harnsberger and Cousin Billy,were the men app-
ointed. They all met here last lMonday. Uncle Ch-

 grlie and Bernard were around,and Richard and Ashby.

p11 wanted the land divided but Ashby. Uncle Charlie
+o01d Ashby it would be better for him to have it di-
yided, He said he was willing for Ashby to have the
puildings for 800 dollars .., So then Ashby told the
commissioners he would have it divided.,  Ashby gets
an equal share with the others, one orchard, and the
greater part of others, and the buildings at 800 do-
Jlars. Richard's land lies next,on the lower side,
Bernard's comes next above Ashby's and then Robert's:
S0 Ashby can buy Richard's,then if he wants it,Uncle
Charlie said he could rent Robert's and Bernard's as
Jong as he had anything to do with it.5o T think As-
nhby has done this very thing.They all seem satisfied.

Six years later Will died following a fall, when

getting off of the train near his home, Sallie never

remarried. Bernard,now of age came to live with her
and farm his portion of the land while helping her.

He was t2ll and slender,with light hair and com-
plexion and blue eyes. This,Sallie said,she had be-
en told,was typical of Yancey men. She sald it see-

med to be true of the generations she had known. It

has also been true of descendants of other branches,
of the family of Lewis Davis Yancey we have met. Co-
nsidering the description of Thomas Lewis, one would
expect to also find very dark hair in the family.

The family school still stood at the foot of the
hill,back of the house, on the river road. Here, at
least two generations of Yanceys had begun their ed-
vcation. Books in storage revealed the names of both.
The subjects included Arithmetic,Algebra,History In-
glish Grammar and Literature,the equivalent of three
years of French(as we think of it today),Latin Gram-
mar and on through Virgil,and some Greek, A gover—
ness or tutor lived with the family so long as chil-
dren were young. These subjects were not unusual in
those days even for the very young. When Robert and
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Amanda’ i

privaiessgﬁllfreg rﬁached their teens, they atteng

i sometgo S 1n licGaheysville, sometimes as bo 3

snog,was o mes as day students, In winter, if irﬁ

Stiom e ep, the s?raddlebuck served as tréns 5
. was a sled, six feet long,wedge shapgoiga

made of wood but
- pulled
the miles were A by a horse. In good weathep

~Bernard married Sar
Sadie, She was g daugﬁge
ggg f?fmer and 1ife loﬁg r
natérggg Eigg%ed Amanda Catherine Nicholas, Sadiet
s Eilef 7wﬂ apa?ents were Villiam and Cynthia Husts
o part’of g;e @arm southeast of lMassanetts Sprin 3
e Je hgston tract, (82) Peter Eiler g%s
el aﬁeu Bush Ziler, came to America f%&m-
g Vir ie_se tled first in Pennsylvania, then ¢
$HE amed glglg, where_he married Elizabeth,Rush n
of G %r 50s,they inherited a considerable aéo
et Civil 3m her father, James Rush TFiler enterggt
o i Capt"%§ as a umber of the 1lst Va.Cav.commang
et ,h. omas L.Yancey, Ie was bresent at A 3
y When Lee surrendered,after which o

me riding the same horse HHED Bod e he came ho-

the entire war,

Eiler whom everyone calleg
T 9? James R.lLiler,a weagl-
esldent of Rockingham Cou-~

“Hi1§e$giﬁd an%tuigéeam%de Eheir home with 8§
Gars o . J eautiful location aci
ide.rngiogglgh m?angers gracefully along’tizci?§jgf
oy e ;rafiau Tields on the opposite side moﬁn~
ey juotp el elgd by the Norfolk ana Western Rai
. ;heaptﬁhe Cbesapeak and Western Railroad na:
il tﬁ er side of the river., The train whis-
oy Reind L e s%me purpose as a town clock, Watches
Sl lwere 1orgqtten. If the train was‘late ev
ed'withbaitqng the line was delayed. Days were fillh
ook 1v;§y but no one hurried, Why should t}_
vy one did go for the mail once 2o Wéek,uSUallgh

allie at

Th i i
DriVat: i;;g road,glong_the river, was practically a
P e, o f, sgrylng different branches of the fam-—
ini,to ek ew frlends: Even if the Countv was wili—
wozld onig ove 1t the idea did not apnealuto them,It
poale gus therease traffic and destroy their priva
: le changes, Gates would have o be removga

and Ten i :
ces built, and arrangemnents made for providi-

ng
& water for the stock! With fences running to the

12,

the animals could wander down at will for wa-
Each fence had a gate across the road and th-
ose traveling were generally not in a hurry. There
were perhaps no more than five or six gates. On ho-

terl.

rse back or in a carriage the horse would stand unt-
i1 the gate was opened, and after being led through,
wait until the gate was closed and fastened, and his
rider or driver returned. In a car the proceedure
was more complicated. It could not be led. So,the
driver left his engine running as he got oult; opened
the gate; got inj drove through; got out; closed the
gate; usually by this time the engine had stopped.So
it had to be cranked a time or two before driving to
the next gate, perhaps the length of a city block a-
way . Though much of the road was only wide enough,
for one carriage or wagon there were places here and
there,where two could pass or stop to chat. Visitors
accustomed to wider public roads said many a prayer,
on the narrow sections as they looked down the steep

pank into the river.

Guests arriving on the Chesapeak and Western got
off the train at"Inglewood"across the river. Bernard
met them with the carriage. At "Fordwell"just a sh-
ort distance beyond the station the horse turned do-
wn a diagonal road into the river, which was no lon-
ger deep enough for shipping, as in the past. There
were only row boats on it now. The horse could pick
its way across the rocky river bed, Sometimes a car-—
riage wheel rolled up onto a large rock only to sli-
de down its side, If heavy rain in the mountains had
caused swollen streams to raise the level of the ri-
ver,water flowed through the carriage making it nec-
essary to hold feet up or out. There were rare occa-
sions when the current carried the buggy down stream,
But,by swimming the horse always worked its way back
to the proper point on the opposite shore near "Riv-
er Bank". Guests unaccustomed to this mode of trav-
el,welcomed the sight of "gill Top" in the distance.

If Bernard liked to tease his guests,he also did
much +to make them happy. Sadie and Sallie divided
the household responsibilities. Sallie liked to de-
1lve into family history and also bring one up to da-
te concerning relatives, and friends up and down the
river, So much was overlooked in writing. Now and
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then i
cousins from across the mountain would drive ip
L

In the fall Sallie would ren i
. t a house
giviii:iio Bernardfs three children and soéz E;Giﬁe-
ey sfcould live nearer the school, Peyton tﬁ‘
7ol 100keg bthe three, riding his bicycle after éche
5 oo fellaCk and fglled to see a stone in hig 3
bl finlShln,struck his head on a rock and died E?h
o il & school in McGaheysville they all ; 3
0 complete their education else where, e

Virginia married i
o I ichael Harrison Jr. i
OfslggzigrﬁEmély Woo@ Was a daughter of "éng?lﬁgﬁﬁﬁ
ord, Virginia, His paternal grandparents

Vi Bt
lrginia, BShe traces her family back to a Lord May-

Y 1]

withogiligg Ba€§ never seemed like home to Richard
red b 2 mother, Even though Ashby and Alice ur’
e, a;dsfgy with thgm he decided to go to Harrih
L. wﬁo h ive with his father's cousin George Co_
first Job & son,George,about Richard's age Hi—
cires 12 was at the telegraph office, Later.he clS
nt"operatde%OIGSale grocery company "Yancey and Ke-
s el v anothe; cousin of his father,John Ya:
e g I quari a year in town, he felt he shéuld seek
g b L efs. Thgre were others about his g

ollock's Boarding House, now the Craft Hoﬁgé

on South Main St
1led them ois "hgieﬁéygg-he too took a room. She ca-

- Oggilgnzt the store, one of the men decided to go
bl il openoa grocery store. Richard was urged
W e . T course, it would be hecessary for
e ﬁis up pg;t of thg_money. He was not yet of
oge Bo X hguar_lan, Mr.Sipe, could not let him have

when his brother Ashby saw how disappointed

Richard was he 1 i
adventure began,oaned him a thousand dollars and the

The location of the n
ew store was not wi
ggﬁgdagd prospects fo? success seemed dim.WlSE%gh;?a
i hiveny cent possible of his returns and eventu
S guardian released some of his inheritance -
?
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so that he could buy his partner's share. make a few
changes,then run the store himself until it could be
gold and Ashby repaid. He had no intention of ret-
urming to the Valley a failure. At this time the two
Berger brothers and their friend Mr.Ed. Langenbaugh,
formed a small metal company and he joined them as a
bookkeeper. It became The Berger Nanufacturing Com-
pany,eventually a part of Republic Steel. At retir-
ement he was Vice President in charge of Purchasing,
Thig included every item required for the mill,fabr-
icating plant and the company store.

Soon after arriving in Canton,0.he began playing
the violin in the Methodist Church. One Sunday a cl-
ase had no teacher and he was asked to substitute.lt
was here that he met Kate Hay,whom he later married.
she was the daughter of John Adam and Rebecca Lovett
Hay,and granddaughter of Rodman and Catherine Martin
TLovett. John Hay's parents lived outside of Philad-
elphia for many years and the Lovetts nearer Harris-—
purg. Both moved to Ohio about the same time seeki-
ng better opportunities for their sons. They settled
in Canton, where in 1830 Rodman Lovett purchased and
operated a hotel located on Tuscarawas Street, known
as the 0ld Indian Trail through Canton and Steubenv-

ille to the South.

Richard and Kitty as she was called,were invited
to spend their first Christmas at "Hill Top"with Sa-
1lie and Will. Uncle Charlie Brock could not be th-
ere so he sent the Brock family coach, to be driven
to the train. It was black with red upholstery. Un-—
cle Bev' who had served more than one generation, of
Yanceys polished and brushed till it looked like new.
On the morning they were to arrive,he was up at dawn
so he would not miss the chance to drive to the sta-
tion for Mistah Richard and his bride. As the hour
approached, Will,noted for his teasing, sent for Un-
cle Bev and told him to hitch up the wagon,the train
was almost due. Uncle Bev was horrified. "Oh, Mistah
Will, no Mistah Will, not de wagon. De carriage all
polished and ready." When Will insisted that it was
to be the wagon,Uncle Bev shook his head and said"No
Mistah Will,not dis boy. Somebody else hav' to meet
dat train." Before it was too late the order was ch-
anged and a smiling Uncle Bev drove down the lane,to

meet Mistah Richard.
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To a bride of eighteen,visiting Vireini
) . iC g ginia for %
g;rsﬁAtlme 1T was an experience filled with surprigf
hoﬁs g8 they left the carriage and walked toward the
o e,servants lined the path,calling "Chris'mas Gif:
glstah Richard,Chris'mas Gif'",Kitty was stunned ang
Cig%iiered. He had not told her of the difference ip
it Ogé ?ut_ﬁlchard was ready, with something for
O r'l nside, the gracious welcome, and meeting
o n elatives, soon absorbed her thoughts. There
highl?ggﬁ xlilzfgsdand the holiday was a gay one.The
as 1 ance, The large dining roo

giﬁﬁngrmed-lHto a heautiful ballrgom withga bagkgif
ound o Eatlve holly and pine. One question puzzled
thisy' tﬁpeaﬁedly that evening, she was asked about
s "Ior at "out West“lto which she could only rep-
a%, real%y don't know". Too late she realized th-

to her "out west" was beyond the Mississippi Riv-

er and sh .
"out west?"had not been there. But to them Ohio was

One memorable evening,many years later, i
rﬁcailed.r As1we gat on the verandah, at ﬁHiilo§:§E
Eegrblyta¢ter_uugk,the gtill of +the evening was bro-
rivery ?ﬁ dripping paddle: of boats gliding down the
e erservants from the neighborhood were gat-

ering for a dance, Unknown to those of us who were
v151t1ng, vreparations had been in progress all da
One cabin,we were told,had been cleared for danciny-
another for refreshments. Soon,laughter and the r%l
ythm of fiddles and dancing feet,filled the air,

The row of cabins along the ridge "Hi
Topz arnd "Willow Bank" gragually shgrtgz:g?en,AsH%ii
last member of a familly died, or went to live with a
ign %r dagghter,thelr cebin was torn down. DIarly in
toewogfnﬁlith century only five remained, Those able
e I <, he pedrgt either house, depending upon where
f Yy were needed, ‘Uncle Bev continued to occupy his

avorite quarters,in the upper story of the smokeho-
gse a? "Hill Top".  Sometimes, he walked up to lMiss

arah s,Just_to see how she was getting along. Sérai
Yancey of "Willow Bank" after her marriage lived ne-
ar Staunton,twenty or more miles from "Hill Top".

' ginally only Susan and her invalid daughter rem-
alned, Susan continued to assist either household
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when she could. She had helped to raise Ashby,Sallie
and Richard,also Bernard and Robert until their mot-
her died, and they went to live with Uncle Charlie's
family. So she felt a certein responsibility for ea-
oh one. The Daingerfields had lived across the river
pbelow Port Republic,and the children of both famili-
es had played together. One Sunday, having added a
rew years and quite a few pounds, Algernon Daingerf-
jeld came to "Hill Top"for a day with Sallie and the
boys. During dinner the playmates indulged in a bit
of friendly teasing about Algie's excess weight. Fe-
eling that they were very discourteous to their gue-
st,Susan stood it as long as she could. Then with a
stern look at each of her former charges,drawing he-
rgelf up to a commanding stature,she said, "I think,
Mistah Algie has a mighty fine figure fo'showing off
a watch chain,"

For these not familiar with that period 1t might
be well to explain,that under his suit coat,a gentl-
eman wore a vest which buttoned down the front. On
cither side of this fastening was a small pocket.His
watch was kept in one and from it a chain,Algie wore
a gold chain,festooned to a button hole through whi-
ch it slipped then festooned to the other pocket wh-
ere it was anchored with a fob. Algie's was a gold
ornament.

Robert Yancey Jr.spent most of his growing years
near Lacey Springs,Virginia after he and his brother
Bernard became part of their uncle's family. When he
was old enough to go away to school,Oak Hill Academy
in lcGaheysville was decided upon.There he would re-—
join his cousins and friends from along the Shenand-
oah, Professor Kimler, who was in charge of the sc-
hool was highly regarded in the academic world, Af-
ter Oak Hill, Robert graduated from Augusta Military
Academy commanded by General Roller. Hig free time
and short vacations from there, he spent at Aunt Sa-
arah Shafer's,with Bess,Janette and Carrol Summerson
her grandchildren,who were nearly hig age. Aunt Se-
rah lived northeast of Staunton,not far from the Ac-
ademy. So,that became his second home,and trips to
Uncle Charlie's thirty miles away were on long holi-

days only.

A1l through life, music and horses were Robert's
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chief interests,both of which,Uncle Charlie, himsel s
an avid horseman,encouraged. Robert played the Vie
0olin and Mamie Jennings his wife was a gifted piani.
st. She had majored in music at Hollins College,

During the early years of their married life Rg-
bert angd Vamie lived at her father's in Lacey Spring

re estate, that Robert and Mamie built their own ho-
me, They selected g location on one of the highegt
points on the Valley Pike,with a magnificent view in
all directions,very much like "Hill Top",

As their children reached their teens, she played
for their dances at The Hall at Lacey Springs, while
Robert guarded the door against intruders who Wished
to take advantage of the music, He also kept an eye
on the dancers lest a young gentleman forget the whe

rtner's evening gown, or any of the other courtesies,
There was plenty of fun,but now they were young lad-
les and gentlemen and must behave accordingly,

When his son Leonard was capable of managing the
farm, Robert shared his enthusiasm for Endless Cave-
rms with tbe tourists at the Information Center, Hig

ture, Leonard's only brother died while a student,
2t Randolph Macon, He had three sistera. Helen ags—

office of the Superintendent of Rockingham Co, Scho-
ols, Tillian after a few years of teaching, married
Travis Maddox,a colonel under Gen,Patton,later Preg,
Rockingham Milling Co, of Harrisonburg,Virginia.

* * ¥*

Layton and Lurenns Yancey had only one daughter,
Sarah Frances, Some say she resembled her father andg
that both were Very erect and aristocratic in beari-
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i Shafer,also a memb-
i Sarah married Zebulon Dyer hafer,
zigéf one of Virginia's oldest families,

i i burg,Monday Se-

¢ is a ledger,dated "Harrison 5
tem%2§r30th 1822",in which is a record of the memb-
Prs of the families of Zebulon's grandfather and his
gwn,from which one learns

i Shaver and Magdalena his wifg were mar-
.E;Négs?%?sl763. Their children were Ellzab?g?, 2,
1:3:1764, Nargaret b.11:11:1766, Lusanne b.2:8:1769
b b 11:5:1774, Catherine b.12:11:1776, Nicholas b
i8¢15:i778, Barbara b.10:16:1780, George b,1:25:1782,
Henry b.1:15:1785 and David b.10:10:1787. i
John Shaver married 12:24;%399 Dgigtgieth - ?3%%i§oi
had twelve children, Z ol 262
élzgérigge%.1315:1802, Jonathaghb%6:%13188§£P%1%¥12:
her name to afer 0s 0 B S
T Roraron 2o id b.4:3:1810, John b.
ham b,9:12:1808, David b,4:3: y Jo
%§9gzlg§ga ﬁ?cho%as b.9:2:1814, Zebulon b.l%.5.1816,
Benjamin b.5:5:1618 and Jacob b.12:26:1823.

i i d their na-
jamin and Jacob like Polly spelle
W?EEJZE f instead of v. This ledgep belonged to
?gﬁn Shaver, who owned a general store in HarrlsOEb-
urg, selliné everything, frgm %Ktiiagglgﬂlzﬁé ;;esiz
hiskey and cord wood, .Lin 3
%g;g?é grandfgther was listed among the customers.

d, thence
¢ Shavers came from Germany to England, ’
to tig Chesapeake Bay,then Vlrglnla._John Shav;ﬁeﬁgg
a major in the War of 1812, The family has wg aefss
who Dorothy was befor& her mirigggz.dauziggi Pioebe,
and Margaret Cravens arriso el
born about 1758 who married Jamgs D% iﬁ IR
stice of The Rockingham County Cour 110 et
was born,according to he ledger,

e t%ziengggzh%orothy Dyer, But_p?oof is 1nadgq¥§:;.
Wﬁgn Pendleton County, West Virginia was formg e
Virginia,Governor Edmund Rgndolph cgmmlss%onEBOB o4
Dyer one’of the County's first justices. In o ghe
rgission was granted to James and John Dyer, fo

first grist mill there,(17)

lon Dyer Shafer
cey and her husband Zebu :

13 egaiihaYzﬁong house, near Hebron Church, Eu;ltsgz
H;:sian soldiers, It was located approximately
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néiisoggrtheast of Staunton,Virginia., Thoush no 1

- gk hupled by a member of the family,theoexter'OH

o ouse appears unchanged,according to Ja ol
érson Last,their granddaughter, et

T .
childiegazogien said thgt Sarah and Zebulon had ni

rely buriedu' of whom died in infancy. They were 1r'le
o o in a family cemetery which no longer elh
e B G : fecord has been found of two sets of tX_
s inﬁerit?dyaLaytog’ "Pet",and Fanny are known S;-
el g e porthn, of her grandfather's boﬁnth
g gl to Sectlgn of Virginia, which she a 4
bor oxptonieybon on his twenty-fifth birthday, S
e, ol andothe’cﬁimiggnasthit he liked the people:
ht years later he marrieé Jgseghfggt%Ed e o

R filler, a i
1at area. Some of the land near Belfoﬁtaiﬁagigg

e - . :
queigiildggggpgidrbx h;s Erandchildren. Layton fre-
i oae back to the Valley, to
e g loage gftgn came in a wagon, so hé cou%getgts
Yancer s orcﬁargls favoglte apoles from Uncle'deo;ég
: near Keezletown. 8 i i '
Floye, pou llvin’ : : . Dometimes hig g
£ 1n California, cam i i Tt
. : : e with h
d?:t:n%gng,dusty‘trlp for man aﬁd horse, but %?ﬁe 5
ot Sax-mgigt little in those days. Léyton's dagnd
a el Lease, also vigitéd her grandparen%;

In 1915 Pet sh
e ol afer Shuey, of Staunton visited relat-

i gigggeihgfer,Layton'swother sister,married Wili-
ek um%erson? a Lonfederate Veteran, of the
con mond-Pe grs u?g Line, A daughter, Bess’Summer
e o lardeoieph T.Houck, who with his father ope:
Virginia,algo aaggg;gtggngl:gk's Runfin Harrisonburg
4 ) part; ore on lMain Str
Wnrwggusgeonfh%ﬁt llarket Street,with broad giggﬁ ?g:
beén 8 hoge fe most picturesque in town. It had
s g Jem do sgveral_geperations of Houcks. Each
addition 2 e lto }t artistically, Perhaps the last
e i las the circular solarium, on the east sig
e earls osed g winter garden, A member of one ?
ey Compéngenegatlons belonged to the Dutch East Ig-
o thg inc brought back rare dishes., Janet Ho-
isonbu;g,whenagﬁemggsgﬁ zg ;?ehfamélyHto leave Harr-
ES DT Lieel PhE Lo . chmond., erqbrother Joe
Frances living in Ngiﬁﬁ égriggggPurg, L her meteg
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Jannette Summerson married Charles lMacauley East
graduate of The University of Virginia Law School, a
Capt,U.S.Army WW I and Staunton hotel owner. Their
home,located on East Beverly Street, is on the route
to the 0ld stone house of her grandparents. Mary El-
izabeth, Sarah, and Charles William, their children,
graduated from Goucher,Stanford and V.M.I..Sarah and
her husband Joseph Randolph Nutt lived in Ohilo where
ne was State Senator 1945-50. Later in Virginia he
was a delegate to the Republican National Convention.
Tn WW II he was a captain in the U.S.Army,while Hans
Joachim Lembke, his future son-in-law,served the Ge-
yman Army and was captured by the Russians. But fo-
1lowing the War he graduated from the Berlin Instit-
ute of Technology and is now a naturalized American.
capt. Charles William East was severly wounded while
jeading Co.L 116th Inf,20th Div, U.5.A. on D Day,but

recovered.

* * *

George,the youngest son of Jacob and Lurenna Ya-
ncey,married Frances Ellen Flook,daughter of, Daniel
and Margaret Sellers Flook, who lived in a log house
a quarter of a mile from the Keezlefown Road. This
became the home of George and Ellen Yancey,when Flo-
oks,and their daughter Eliza moved fto the large squ-
are brick house, at the bend of the 0ld Indian Trail
called the Keezletown Road. The two properties had
2 common boundary but the new one faced and was clo-
ae to the main route for travelers going east or we-
st. A large iron ball eighteen inches in diameter,
painted a bright blue was mounted on a tall pole,wi-
th a smaller glass ball above it. The sight of this
told the weary traveler that he was approaching Blue
Ball Tavern, also referred to as Flook's Stage Coach
Depot. One wonders whether there were tavern chai-
ns in those days for such names as Blue Ball,Travel-
ers Rest, were not uncommon. Perhaps Blue Ball was
just a reminder of Blue Ball Tavern in London. Tra-
velers Trom Baltimore and Richmond brought news from
the east and those from the Ohio and Missouri secti-
ons of Virginia,from the west. They came on horseb-
ack, by wagon or stage. Some were driving cattle for
which a field was reserved. All were welcome. No one
recalls the accessories provided for the travelers.A
recent display of antiques included a handsome embo-
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ssed brass cabinet,comparable in gize to the

medicine chest,with 5 . average \ Sarah Yancey married Michael Allebaugh, An old
ned,one found,instéag ?%rsﬁglln the door. When ope- pnewspaper clipping reports:"The Trinity Lutheran Ch-
PHET Ro ves two large hooks,One urch near _  ose was the scene Thursday afternoon.,,

a clothes brush?so that of & brilliant marriage. The contracting parties I,

A.Allebaugh,son of S.R.Allebaugh,a prominent farmer,
of this County, and Miss Sallie Lewis Yancey, one of

"Blue Baglln
Home of

George Yancey

The stile at "Blue Ball"
gate,over which g high arch g
oad sawdust walk to the main
ng to other gates at right and left,
ook took great pride ig planting wide borders of br-

the walk, At the i
of the house was the sunken greenhouse, A litilgl%EE

was at the righi of the
upported the sign,A br-
entrance divided,leadi-
Mary Eliza pl-

rther back, on the left
‘ _ y£tood the out-do
wn the hill behind the house the mill took advantage

of a winding stream B
i b eyond, wer 1 i
en fields and blue,blue mounte’z.ins.e the rolling gre-

or oven, Do-

But,tinkling bells in the dis

Flook to say, "The ;
S g waggoners are coming",Th
rse always wore bells for the others %o foilgiad o
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Rockingham's most charming young ladies., The follow-
ing composed the wedding train: — Miss Nannie Yancey
gnd Dr.Myers,Miss Lizzie Allebaugh and L.S.(L)Yancey
Miss Nannie Harrison and C,.Allebaugh. The groom ca-
me in with his brother and the bride with her sister.
Ushers T.A.Moore and S.Myers. The marriage ceremony
was performed by Rev.Condor. The bridal presents we-
re numerous and beautiful. Mr.and Mrs.Allebaugh lef$§
on a trip south.

The following is a list of presents: Mr., and Mrs
George Yancey chamber set,Mrs Flook large family Bi-
ble, Mr.and lMrs. S.0.Bowman silver castor,Mr.S.R.Al-
lebaugh parlor lamp,lMrs.S.R.Allebaugh solid silver —
—ces ,Miss Lizzie Allebaugh silver——castor, Mr.
Henry Berry silver butter —h, Miss Dora Barley si-
lver napkin rings,—W.Speck reclining chair,Mrs.Si-
dney —offett silver fruit spoon, Mr.Douglas Bird and
wife silver molasses pitcher,Mr.Wm.Loch and wife+Sa-
ml TLoch and wife handsome lace curtains, a very be-
autiful clock was presented by the following gentle-
men T.A.Moore,S.R.Allebaugh,L.S.Yancey,C.H,Allebaugh
S.D.Myers and Dr.lMyers,Ora Yancey silver sugar spoon,
Minnie Yancey silver butter knife,Miss Nannie Harri-
gson and Nannie Yancey silver butter dish,Moffett Co.
and W.N,Peal gilver castor,Miss Belle Hannah key ra-
ck,5enator Keezle and wife glass fruit stand and pi-
tcher,Prof.I.N,Brenneman water service,lr.Adam Howa-
rd set of silver fruit knives,Mr.Joe Byrd water ser-
vice,Miss Bruce Bowman silver butter knife,Mr,BF My-
ers lamp, Miss Lucy and Reba Shaver berry dish with
dessert saucers,lirs Jeb.Shafer half doz.linen towels
Miss Nell Moore splasher,Mr.Samuel Bowman 1 doz.des-
sert saucers,Misses Flook a valuable cow, and an ex-
quisite piece of workmanship in +the shape of a gold,
and silver cake plate from the groom,

Trinity Lutheran Church stands on a hill opposi-
te "Blue Ball" but facing the road to Melrose, which
explains the incomplete location in the article. The
area around "Blue Ball'"was generally called "Latonal
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George Yancey and grand
Courtesy ofgsallgganiggslA%i%%Paugh.
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At a given time, each year, George would ride to

 aillow Bank" and Ashby Yancey,his nephew,would join
pim for a trip across the mountain into Green County

to visit relatives, and buy cattle. "What a picture

pncle George made, with his light hair flying, as he

rode his white horse, bedecked with the handsome be-
aded saddle bags the Indians had given him." One has
peard the comment many times.

Even when George Yancey was almost eighty,it was
nis custom, to each day ride over 1o see his son La-
vton Lee Yancey,whose farm adjoined his,drop the re-
ins, and his horse would wait. One day when he came
pack the horse was gone,so Layton took him home. Ge-
orge went straight to the stable. Yes,the horse was
there. No one ever knew whether he lost his balance
as he jerked the rein in reprimand or just fell. La-

yton was summond and a doctor.

When we arrived for lunch,we were told that Lay-
ton was away but would return shortly. We were 1liv-
ing in Ohio then.Recently Aunt Sallie had met Cousin
Layton in town, and had told him we would be visiti-
ng on the River and promised to bring us over to lu-
nch some day. That morning at breakfast she sugge-
sted taking advantage of a beautiful day. Telephones
to warn of approaching company, had not yet reached
the rural areas. When Cousin Layton arrived, there
was no hint of concern, only the pleasure of meeting,
One could never forget that delicious Tried chicken,
killed no doubt as we drove up the lane to the house
or the warm frosted cake., After dinner, various me=

mbers of the family were in and out but this was not

unusual when there is a large family. Uncle George
and Aunt Ellen were mentioned, but nothing was said,
even to Aunt Sallie,about his fall. Nothing marred
a very pleasant visit. Three days later,just before
we were to leave,someone rode up from Capt. Billy's,
the next plantation,to say that Uncle George was de-—
ad, The word had been relayed from one plantation,
to the next for miles.

Priends and relatives came to his funeral from a
cross the mountain and up and down the Valley. Many
traveled on horseback. Others came in family carri-
ages,arriving mid morning or later. In those days,
neighbors not only brought in baked hams and turkeys
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but some took charge of the kitchen, Nearly all who
came to the funeral would have traveled long distan.
cés and would be there for one or two meals. No Ohe
could tell, how many times the table would be reset
and served again. Those who lived farthest away wo.
uld return for supper and spend the night, Funeralg
were a real family gathering.

As the hour approached, the undertaker arrived in
his high silk hat and swallow tail coat, riding bheg-
ide the driver of the horse drawn hearse. The ser.
vices were long and duly sorrowful. All of the fam-
ily wore black, including heavy veils for the ladieg,

George Yancey was buried in the Seller's gravey-
ard,on the hillside facing Fellowship Church(Methogd-
istSfor which Ellen's grandfather,lMichael Sellers, g-
ave the land. Tor years the congregation met in the
home of Michael Sellers or under the arbor, Eight
circuit riders preached there, Then in 1794 Govern-

or Patrick Henry signed a grant,designating this ]1g-
nd for a church,

George and Ellen had six children. Nannie marr-
ied as his second wife, George Hulvey,an outstanding
educator,who had his own school near t.Crawford, He
later became Superintendent of Rockingham County sc-
hools. During the War Between the States he lost an
arm in the Battle of The Wilderness. His Tirst wife
Josephine Bader, died leaving three children, Arthuy
Elmer and Frank, George and Nannie had five, Leigh~
ton, Brown,Lynwood,Sallie and Nina.

Sarah Y.and Nichael Allebaugh selected for their
home the former Reuben Harrison house,which John Se-
vier mentions in his diary. It was here that Loula,
Richard Yancey's daughter, remembered rlaying at Aunt
Sallie Allebaugh's with lfargaret and the boys. Geo-
rge Allebaugh joined the Canadian lMounties and gerv-
ed in the Canadian Forces in WW L. His sister Marga-
ret was an American Army Nurse. Samuel married Fran-
ces Kelley and had a son Paul,

Layton Yancey married Elizabeth Sellers, daught-
er of Jacob and Mary Shaver Sellers. OF their seven
children: William,Mary,Edgar,George,Edith,Catherine,
and Daniel, most live nearby on farms of their own.
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(atherine married Charleg Barman, of "ilaple @eaf
parm",where he continued curing hams for market, just
g his grandfather did when meat was hauled to mark-
at by 2 six horse team. Charles' father,Newman Ear-
ean had developed the business so that Earman's Sug-
Zr gured and Hickory Smoked Hams were known overseag

gs well as here.

1111 Layton's oldest son,married Pearl Hilton
dauggiiilig,Wi{liam and Lillie Bond Hilton. The sons
of Pearl and William are al} epggged.ln agrabuglness,
Layton Lee II who married Virginia Slpe,}lkerhls pa—
rents lives near Keezletown. Walter married llargaret
Fultz and moved to Page County, near Luray,Virginia,
Though his farms are north of town, Andrew.moveg to
Harrisonburg with his wife, Ellzabeth.Harrlson? aung-—
nter of Thomas and France; Moore Harrison. The1; au-
mmer home on the Valley Pike had belonged to Elizab-

‘eth's grandfather,lMadison Moore. It included Harris-

L rose Caverns. There are indicatigns
iﬁai gigeéggg gzé usged by Indians seeking protection
from another tribejby the early sgttlers seeklng Er—
otection from Indians and by soldiers during the Vir
Between the States. It was here thet a Confederate
soldier found Fremont's favorite pipe, made especila-
11y for him, with a long slender stem and small cer-
amic bowl molded in his likness.,

ith Yancey another daughter of Layton's marri-
ed E?iéi Hasler? They lived in his boyhood hogewpi~
ar Keezletown., Her sister lMary's first husband, % -
liam Bowman was killed in WW I. Her second,Fpang Ta—
ily was from Kalamazoo,Michigan,where they 1lvg b wo
sons of Layton and Elizabeth Yancey, George a? Rﬁ?i
iel have adjoining farms. George and his wi Z’t i
Heldreth,live on theirs. Daniel operates hlsv'u £l
and hig wife,Frances Miller,live in Broadway, 1£g1
ia, where he owns and operates Broadwgy Motors Fomp—
an&. Another brother,Edgar,married his cou81n,lran—
ces Yancey.They live on the farm of his mat?rna egi:
andfather,not far from his brothers. Edgards g%anc-
grandfather,Jacob Yancey and William Burbridge
ey,Frances' great-grandfather were brothers.

Two,0f George and Ellen Yancey's daughters, were

1 j : llent port-
’ . Ora,the youngst painted an exce :
?;}isgi her brother Layton which hung at "Blue Ball!
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Layton kept in close touch with relatives and frien-
ds across the mountain. Ten years after the death of
his first wife he married Kathleen Duff of Stanards
ville,who won the admiration and affection of all of
her new relatives and friends,

*

Lurenna(widow of Jacob Layton Yancey)and her Se-
cond husband Peter Hinton, the son of Peter ang Mary
Scothern Hinton, had two children,John and Mary Jane,
Their daughter married Frank Armentrout, who purcha-
sed the mill, from Mary Jane's half brother, Richard
Yancey.He changed the name to"Armentrout's Milln Ye-~
ars later Robert Armentrout sold the buhrstones, for
use’ in restoring"McCormick's Mill"located near Stee-
l's Tavern., It was in a little shop near this mill,
that Cyrus McCormick and his father, developed their
first reaper,in 1831, "Hinton's Mill"was built befo-
re the Revolutionary War,so if these were the origi-~
nal stones they probably came from France,

Mary Jane and Frank Armentrout had nine children
which meant that Iurenna, who lived nearly twenty—f-
our years after Peter's death was always surrounded,
by some of the younger generation, Her Yancey gran-
dchildren often referred to visits with "Grandma Hi-
nton! For them it was an all day trip with horse and
carriage, ILurenna spent her last days with her Sig-
ter Sarah Brock and is buried in the Brock graveyard,

John Hinton is referred to, only in his mother's
will, There she lists her children: ”George,Richard,
Sarah, and Amanda, widow of Robert Yancey, also Kary
Jane Armentrout and Ellen, wife of son John," It is
recalled that a cousin, who could have been a daugh-
ter of John and Ellen, frequently visited her "Uncle
George" Yancey, and "Cousin Nanny"Yancey Hulvey., So-
meone from her family would bring her to Hinton,west
of Harrisonburg, and some of her cousins in the Val-
ley would meet her there., She is remembered but not
her name or where she lived.

Sallie Armentrout, daughter of lary Jane and Fr-
ank,married Charles Sellers and lived near New Mark-—
et, Virginia, Most of the others lived in the ares
of Lacey Springs,except Lewis who lived near Elkton.
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