


TR SRYE RS QR AT RO P U REQRAEWE R

Ancestors and Descendants

Of
Capt. William Layton Yancey

And his wife

Frances Lynn Lewis

1600-1900
SRR ARBE R AREFe BB SV

Compiled by
REBECCA L. YANCEY

% GATEWAY PRESS, INC.
Baltimore 1977




Copyright © 1977
Rebecca L. Yancey
Bridgewater, Virginia 22812
All rights reserved

Permission to reproduce
in any form may be
secured from the author

Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number 77-76529

Printed by
Gateway Press, Inc.
Baltimore, 1977

Made in the United States of America

Dedicated
to
Edward Custer Yancey

Growing up in a world where the terms aunt,uncle,
cousin, even grandmother and grandfather, are seldom
if ever heard, can be confusing, especially when one
senses that there must be some relationship involved.
It was Eddie's questions, as a growing boy, that led
one to assess the available material, which prompted
the decision to trace the family's history.,

His continuing interest spurred us on. Unfortun-
jely an accident curtailed his life before the eff-
t was completed, But to him belongs the credit for
e undertaking which is hereby dedicated to him,

He walked upright;reflecting high principles,hu-

lity, and concern for his fellow man. Only after
his death did word of many of his kindnesses and go-
od deeds reach even his immediate family. No tempor-
al legacy could compare with these memories,
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INTRODUCTION

Because my father,Richard H.Yancey,left Virginia
when he was quite young his brothers and sister sent
him clippings and accounts of what various relatives
were doing; also copies of recollections of the fam-
ily written by members of an older generation.All of
which were carefully preserved for reference.Perhaps
my mother,Kate Hay Yancey,studied them more than an-
yone else, because she really knew the family better
than did my father,

The following account is based on these and oth-
er old letters, clippings, diaries, ledgers and scr-
ap-books, Preserved also were three outlines of the
family, obviously written in the late 1800's but not
dated or signed, And a forth,more complete,which was
generously provided by Thomas Leland Yancey of Malta
Bend,Missouri, Information from all sources has been
verified whenever possible. However,due to fire and
war many old records have been lost. Lacking records,
when two of the 19th century recollections were fou-
nd to agree, the result was so reported, An effort
has been made to verify old records if possible, ot-
herwise to report as a clue for further research. To
avoid errors is extremely difficult. If any be found
they will be deeply regretted.
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YANCEY ORIGINALLY NANNEY

Ship records have apparently been lost. But ac-
counte observed zll agree that four brothers, Charl-
es, William, Robert and Joel Yancey (Nanney) came to
America, in 1642, with Sir William Berkeley,Governor
of Virginia. They settled on the James River.

There were few signatures in those days. Parish
records, quit rent lists and muster rolls were writ-
ten by someone who spelled names according to sound,
often reflecting the nationality of the scribe. Thus
Nanney,in America,can be found as Yanney,Yanci,Yaun-
cey,D'Hancey and in many other forms. By the 19th
century Yancey had become the accepted spelling.

In a frequently quoted letter(53) written by Sa-
muel Shephard,in 1805 to his brother Robert,he ment-
iong visiting his wife's cousin,Charles Yancey. Wh—
ile there,he met a Mr.Evans, a descendant of a Welsh
Prince, who believes the name Yancey to be incorrect,
He said the name should be spelled "Nanney". Charles
recalled hearing something of this, from his family.
His wife had been given an old Arms which,when desc-
ribed,lr.Evans thought belonged to the Nammey family
of Wales. The Arms,a blue lion rampant,facing left,
on a gold shield was authenticated in 1935 by Mr,Ly-
on G.Tyler,a recognized authority. He agreed with NMr.
Evans that it was the Nanney,now Yancey,Coat of Arms.
Arms were used for identification of possessions,and
of men in battle.

John and Richard Yancey came to America later in
1600, It is their descendants who claim to be French,
Pheir Coat of Arms also has the blue lion, on a gold
shield, But added to theirs is the motto,"Ne Touchez
pas le Chat Sans Avoir le Gant", "Touch not the Cat
without a glove" is also said to be a motto of a Sc-
otish Clan., In an unpublished letter is reference to
"iathew Mullins a French Huguenot", also referred to
as "The Welshman". This may explain the confusion of
nationalities in the Yancey family. #ll sources co-
nsulted concerning the Arms have said, "English", or
"French from England".

Richard Yancey settled in Mecklenberg County,Vi-
rginia while John went farther south to Carolina.
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Sometime prior to 1928, Mrs,Temple Hill Carraway
consulted Mr.0.E.Ruck,a Welsh genealogist,who traceg
the Nanney family back to Bleddyn ap Cyfyn,Prince of
Powers, from the Third Royal Tribe of Wales, to Cad-
Wagan his son, Lord of Nannau, In 1588 Dwnn (Dynn)
was head of the family, and signed the pedigree, In
1638, Hugh Nanney Esq, a grandson, Sheriff of Caenty,
had the honor, Edmon,last of the line,married Cgth_

well known antiquary of Hengwrt, Her oldest son who
inherited the Nanney estate died unmarried, He was
Succeeded by hisg brother Robert H.Vaughn, who served
in Parliament for forty-four years.,

Lynn Dwnn,who paid ten shillings to have the pe—
digree made out,Lynn Hughs Esq. Sheriff of Merionet-
hshire, ana Sir William Berkeley, of nearby Carigan-
shire, all trace their ancestry back to Cardoc Frai-
chfres, a knight of the Mystical Round Table,

Mr.Ruck included in his report a map, showing in
the valley of the River Dee, Vron Goch, home of many
Nanney Clans,

iled, Some reached Vron Goch but found no remaining
traces.OtherS,more fortunate,located Nannau,near De—
llgallen, There, on top of a Bild .. Georgian house
of stone, three stories high was still occupied by a
Vaughn,Brigadier Charles Hilary Vaughn ang his wife,
Hon.Mary Patricig Monck Vaughn, On the walls were
the Nanney portraits,identified by the same blue 1i-
on rampant,on g gold shield,as on the Yancey Arms,

The Vaughns knew of the four brothers who emigr-
ated to America but not what had become of them, nor
of the changed spelling, They had heard of g family
in France but dig not know them,

Concerning the four brothers who came to Americg
with Sir William Berkeley,an 0ld letter is guoted as
saying that only Charles remained in Virginia, Joel
and William were killeq by Indians, and Robert moved
to Carolina. This may well be true., There are many
Yanceys in the Carolinas, or were in later days, and
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LEWIS DAVIS YANCEY
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and ogﬁg?:ngigigg %{tﬁhg line of Capt.Layton Yancey
rly part of the 18th Cenig;; Davis Yancey in the eal

A : .
ley,wgoggoizlz,wglle visiting in the Shenandoah Val
s SHONE of ulpepgr to meet William Terrell % i
tereéted A fa;ilthe_V1rg1nia Legislature. Being ia-
ek s v hlstory_he had searched all av il
e s at the Capitol and the Library f % o
ol = parents of Lewis Davis Yancey, and for a
o ome descendants recalled being'told gﬁgg
]

Benjamin was th
e father of i 3
remembered the name of hig $§¥i§rDavls Yancey. None

The i

. tgagﬁzyfsectlon of "Earle Connections", (44)
Fillion Berrct our brothers, who came over Wi%h Si ’
bl Sl Daviseg and to Benjamin Yancey, the fathei
Y e ancey, A Lewis Davis is reported t’
A i om Bristol England to America in 168 .
i el was he, who.was a descendant of Si o

1s, also mentioned in the reference RS

Kin 1111
Charlenggiiilam gounty S @airis show ek i S0l
1711 & Charleg %gncz ngés Davis were neighbors, ’Ii
ed in the records ofySt. e Devia uie ueniion
nty. Early town records o

a Davi
Vlis Street and a Charles Yancey, property ovwner

Was C
ia toh?gigf Yzﬁgey'g full name Charles Benjamin,kn
v friends as Benjamin but using éha;-

les as his 1le i
: gal signature? i
sister or daughter of Lewis Dagigohe PeThaps marry e

Paul's Parish,New Kent Cou-
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for the Royal Family. His relation to this family,
is not clear. Yet,the story was as proudly told as
if a close relative had recently been so honored.

Lewis Davis Yancey,born in 1689, married in 1710
Kildred Winefred Cavanau h,daughter of Philemon Cav-—
anaugh, Two brothers,(l)Charles and Philemon,emigr-
ated to America with their father,Philemon Cavanaugh
in 1705. He held a grant of land from the Crown of
40,000 acres, 1in what was a part of Essex County,la-
ter divided to form Culpeper County. According to
an old newspaper clipping,Philemon Cavanaugh gave To
ndaughter Winefred, who married Lewis Davis Yancey,"
2000 acres. 1t is described as "extending westward,
and, above the Beverly Line, up Muddy Run, to Judge
Field's Mill, across. Poor Town, to Gibson's Mill, on
Mountain Run." Philemon Cavanaugh refers to his so=-
n-in-law in a deed (125) as Davis Yancey. Davis and
Winefred lived, for many years, in a large log house
on their estate called "Arlington".

In 1915 as we left William Terrell Yancey's home
nogk Forest", he directed us to "Arlington" on state
Rt.#685. At the entrance we turned down an alley of
trees, through a beautifully landscaped but informal

lawn, _From '
ree chimneys. These served a fireplace 1n each room

including the dining-Y00m, pantry and kitchen on the
ground floor. To reach the main floor one ascended
a flight of steps to an entrance porch about 10 feet
square. Lach of the twenty or more windows had pan-
es 12x18 inches,l2 to a window. Ceilings in the ele-
ven rTooms must have been 12 feet high. None of the
family lived there,only the caretaker., The log house
had burned some time after this brick one was compl-
eted, Tt stands on a slight elevation,not far from
the site of the log house. Farther down the entra-
nce lane, beyond the back of the brick house, 2 high
wall marks the graveyard. Original stones were gone
but more modern ones marked the graves of Lewig Dav-
is Yancey, son Charles and wife and some descendants,

It is evident that Winefred Yancey was still 1li-
ving in 1778 when Davis Yancey wrote his will (56),
naming legatees -"Wife Winefred ... " and "One sh-
illing to the following children, who have received
their portion: Charles Yancey, Lewis Yancey, Richard
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Yancey, John Yancey, Philemon Yancey, Anne Nalle ang
Winefred Nalje, If son Jameg does not retumm see JOT

if Robert should die in the Service of hig country, i

Both returned,

Lewis Davig Yancey hag a sister, Elinor,who mar-
ried Edwgra Stubblefielq, In his wila (56) he appo-
ints hig Wife "Elinop Stubblefielg eXecutrix,ang br-
other Thomag Stubblefield, and brotheruin—law Lewig
Davig Yancey executbors, "

neey, research as been directeq only to John,the fg.
ther or Capt, Williagm Layton Yancey, Noteg concern-
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Grounds of "Arlington"



