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in the presence of us who
in his presence & in the presence
of each other have hereunto
Subscribed our names.

Jacob Davis

Philip Davis
BLACKWELL (Jurat)

WILL OF EVAN WATKINS OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ALA-
BAMA, 1834 Probated Sept. 21, 1840 (pg. 668)

T Bvan Watkins of St. Clair County, State of
Alabama, conscious of the uncertainty of Human
life and not willing to die intestate do now in
the full possession of my faculties make this
my last will and Testament. I, do hereby will
and bequeath to my Loving wife Polly Watkins
all my real Estate during of her natural life
consisting of Lands and house where I now live
also one horse and two cows and-all the House-
hold furniture and at her death to be divided
between my five Sons, John Watkins, Philip
Watkins, Evan Watkins Jr., Bennett Watkins and
Green Berry Watkins, viz. the Land at her death
to be divided between my said sons as they may
agree on and at the death of my Said wife, John
Watkins, Philip Watkins, Evan Watkins Jr.,
Bennett Watkins and Green Berry Watkins is to
pay my Son Willis Watkins Each one Severally of
them the Sum of Twenty dellars which is to Dbe
his part of said Lands. I do further will and
bequeath to my four daughters Rebecca Philips,
Patsy Wesson, Frances Wesson and Susanna Hum-
phrey all my personal property and moveable
effects to be Sold and the money Equally divi-
ded among my said daughters. At my death it

is further my will and desire that my said wife
at or before her death to give or dispose of
all house hold and perishable property as she
may think proper.
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I do hereby nominate and appoint my two
Song my Executors viz, Philip Watkins and Evan
Watkins of this my Last will and Testament. In
Testimony of this will and Testament affix my
Seal this the 17 day of May, 1834,
In the presents of

John F. Dill (Signed) Evan Watkins
Lorenzo Whisemant SEAL
Harry Dill

The State of Alabama. Personally appeared

St, Clair County before me, James

Logan, Judge of the
County Court of said
County, John F. Dill
one of the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing
Will, who being duly sworn Sayeth that he did see
Evan Watkins whose name appears to Said Will Sign,
Seal and deliver the same on the day and date
therein mentioned and that he did also See the
other two witnesses attest and Sign their names

& Seal. Sworn to before me this 21st day of
Sept. 1840.

James Logan John F. Dill
Judge of G. C.

RECORDED NOVEMBER 9th, 1840,

Test.
Joshua W, Hooper
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I do hereby nominate and appoint my two
Song my Executors viz, Philip Watkins and Evan
Watkins of this my Last will and Testament. In
Testimony of this will and Testament affix my
Seal this the 17 day of May, 1834,
In the presents of

John F. Dill (Signed) Evan Watkins
Lorenzo Whisemant SEAL
Harry Dill

The State of Alabama. Personally appeared

St, Clair County before me, James

Logan, Judge of the
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County, John F. Dill
one of the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing
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Evan Watkins whose name appears to Said Will Sign,
Seal and deliver the same on the day and date
therein mentioned and that he did also See the
other two witnesses attest and Sign their names

& Seal. Sworn to before me this 21st day of
Sept. 1840.

James Logan John F. Dill
Judge of G. C.

RECORDED NOVEMBER 9th, 1840,
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WESSON

From "A Dictionary of British Surnames", by
P. H. REANEY, we find that the name WESSON is a
derivation of the name WESTON. This name means
'"Dueller at the west farm', or one who lived 'to
the west of the village'. The first family re-
cord we could find was GODWINUS de WESTUNA 1086,
and ADESTAN de WESTUNA also 1086, There was an
ADAM de la WESTON in 1275, WILLIAM WESTON 1296,
and ALAN ate WESTON in 1327. The way the names
are written, would suggest French influence, so
we would suspect they came to the British Isles
with WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. Could documents be
obtained, possibly our WESSON ancestors could be
traced to this beginning.

Some genealogists are of the opinion that
our WESSON'S came to America from Wales., There
is a tradition to that effect. Our first known
WESSON ancestor is EDWARD WESSON, who settled in
Brunswick County, Virginia ca 1730.

EDWARD WESSON, b ca 1720, d. before June 23, 1788.
He married MARY . GChildren follow.

1. WILLIAM WESSON, b. ca 1746, Brunswick Co., Va.
d. ca 1796-1798 in Brunswick Co. He had a
large family.

2, JOHN WESSON, b, ca 1748, Brunswick Co., Va. d.
Brunswick Co. ca 1820-21. Children follow.

A, WILLIAM WESSON, b. Brunswick Co., Va., d.
Rutherford Co., No. Carolina in 1811. He
m., 1lst April 29, 1786 REBECCA ROBERTS. m.
2nd Dec. 27, 1791, REBECCA VAUGHAN, b. in
March, 1770, dau of JAMES VAUGHAN.
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(1) ABNER WESSON, m. SALLY HALL, Jan. 7,
1813, Brunswick Co., Va. He is the
son of WILLIAM'S first marriage. AB-
NER later lived in Chillicothe, Ohio.

(2) JOHN WESSON, went to Alabama.
(3) ISAAC WESSON, lived in Mason Co., Va.

(4) JAMES WESSON, b. ca 1800, d. Feb. 10,
1880, m. Sept. 4, 1821 to FRANCES WAT-
KINS, dau of EVAN WATKINS and MARY ANN
(DILL) WATKINS., FRANCES WESSON was
living in 1862, when named in her son
JAMES W. WESSON'S Will, with a bequest
of one thousand dollars. The son left
his father JAMES a slave named Pansy.

(a) PARILEE WESSON, b. Aug. 15, 1822,
Taledega, Ala., d. Oct. 10, 1898,
Holdrege, Nebr. She m, 1st ALVIN
CANNON, who died during the gold
rush to California in 1849, She
had 5 children, FRANCES, EPHRTIAM,
NANCY, CAROL and RACHEL CANNON,.
More information in the Watkins
section of this book. PARILEE CAN-
NON m. 2nd JAMES BISHOP JOHNSTON in
Pike Co., I1l, Mar. 15, 1853, son
of GEORGE and MARGARET JOHNSTON.
JAMES JOHNSTON b. Mar. 26, 1798 in
Va,, d., Mar. 11, 1878 at Redfield,
Kansas. Children of this marriage
were JAMES B., NOAH, BENOS and VIR-
GINIA JOHNSTON., Further data in
Watkins and Johnston sections.,

(b) FRANCES WESSON, b. Feb., 15, 1832,
d. July 24, 1907, m, WILLIAM TID-
MORE b, Dec. 12, 1825, 4. Jan. 5,
1917. Her brother JAMES left her
his land in Cherokee Co., Ala,

(c) JAMES W. WESSON, d., ca 1862, DeKalb
Co,, Ala. Never married, He left
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(a)

(£)

his property to his parents, bro-
thers and sisters, all of whom he
does not mention by name.

PFRRIN V. WESSON, b. Apr. 6, 1834,
d. March 5, 1898 at Plains, Ga., at
the home of his daughter. He was
m. Dec. 9, 1860 to ARABELLA M, DAV-
ISON, b, May 8, 1845, d. Mar, 6,
1898, dau of WM H. DAVISON. Both
are buried at Andersonville, Ga.,
the town where many Union Soldiers
were buried during the Civil War.

1a. WILLIE WESSON b. Feb, 17, 1866,
d. October 28, 1898,

2a., LUCY A. C, WESSON, d. Oct. 2,

1866 L]

3a, GUSSIE E. WESSON b. 1869, mn.
Mr. JOINER.

La, LULA WESSON, b, 1871, m. Mr.

OLIVER.

5a. PEARL V. WESSON, b. 1873, m.
Mr. PHILLIPS.

6a. IDA V., WESSON, b. 1876, m.
Mr. EASTERLING.

7a. JOHN WESSON, b, 1879.

8a. ELENORA WESSON, b. Nov. 24,
1880, d. Sept. 2, 1883.

JOHN W, WESSON m. MARGRETTE .
In 1860, Children living with them
in DeKalb Co., Ala., were JAMES,
age 7, and WILLIAM J., age 1.

MARTHA WESSON, m. a MR. AUTRY.
Martha inherited $3000 from her
trother JAMES WESSON'S estate.

JAMES & FRANCES WESSON left other
children of whom we have no record.
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(5) WILLIAM WESSON, lived in Jackson Co.,
Georgia.

) PERRIN V. WESSON, lived in Alabama.
(7) SANFORD WESSON, lived in Alabama.

) THOMAS WESSON, also lived in Alabama.
(9) ROSANNA WESSON.

B. THOMAS WESSON, d. in Laurens Co., So. Car.
ca 1814-16,

C. JOHN WESSON, did live in Brunswick Co., Va.
D. ISAAC WES3ON, living in No. Car. in 1830,
E. JAMES WESSON, died quite young.

HENRY WESSON, b. ca 1750, Brunswick Co., Va.
m. LUCY .

STERLING WESSON, b. ca 1752, Brunswick Co. Va.

. JAMES WESSON, b. ca 1754, Brunswick Co.,, Va.

m. NANCY CLARY, Jan. 28, 1788.

ISAAC WESSON, b. Aug. 22, 1756, m. SALLY NAN-
NY, dau of JOHN NANWY, Oct. 3, 1782, Bruns-
wick Co., Va. Sally d. Nov. 10, 1846,

A, WASHINGTON WESSON, b. 1784, 4. 1855, Bruns-

wick Co., Va. m. Mar. 31, 1809 NARCISSA
PEARSON.

B. GREEN WESSON, b, ca 1787, Brunswick Co, m.,
Dec. 18, 1820, NANCY DFELBRIDGE.

C. JOSEPH WESSON, b. 1791, m. Sept. 5, 1816
ELIZABETH NICHOLSON.

D. SARAH ELIZABETH WESSON, b. ca 1792, Bruns-
wick Co., Va. m. Mar, 31, 1810 WILLIAM JONES.

E. ISAAC DURHAM WESSON, b. ca 1793, Brunswick
Co., m. Dec. 26, 1809 TABITHA SEWARD,

F. MARTHA JANE WESSON, b. ca 1797, Brunswick
Co., m. Dec, 20, 1819 HAROLD CLARY.

G. MARY J. WESSON, b. ca 1799, Brunswick Co.
~255~




m. Nov. 22, 1824, SAMUEL GRIFFIN.

H. SARAH (SALLY) WESSON, b. ca 1800, Brunswick
Co., m. Feb., 23, 1818, REUBEN WRAY.

7. EDWARD WESSON, Jr. b. ca 1758, Brunswick Co.
Va., m. REBECCA NANNY, Dec. 29, 1785. They
sold land in Brunswick Co. April, 1797.

8, LUCY WESSON, b. ca 1760, Brunswick Co., Va.,
m., DAVID KELLEY.

9, MILLY WESSON, b. ca 1762, m. DRURY NANNY, in
Brunswick Co., Virginia.

EDWARD WESSON, Sr. had one or two sisters in
Surry Co., Va. We cannot trace them so far.
Much of our information on the WESSON family is
from a document found in the Virginia State Li-
brary in Richmond, Va. It was written by a lady
who was a great grand-daughter of EDWARD WESSON,
Sr., Grand daugther of JOHN WESSON, and gave the
names of WILLIAM WESSON'S children who went to
Alabama, from whom we are descended. Her name
was not on the document, but it was very old,
and was kept in a folder of rare documents.

Ttems of interest to our family, 1s that
JAMES WESSON and wife, FRANCES (FRANKIE WATKINS)
WESSON, owned a grist mill while living in DeKalb
Co., Alabama. It is quite possible it is the
one mentioned by their son, JAMES W. WESSON, in
his Will, leaving it to brothers, JOHN and, PER-
RIN V. WESSON,.

Another note of interest is that the Provi-
dence Primitive Baptist Church, which was located
on the hillside of Pessel Creek, about seven mi.,
from Plains, Georgia, was bullt before 1843 Dby
a P, V. Wesson. The Church is gone, but some of
the cemetery remains. (Sumpter Co., Ga. Ceme-
tery Records, pg. 147.)

We feel quite certain that the Huguenot fam-
ily, PERRIN, of Cloucester Co. are ancestors of

ours through REBECCA VAUGHAN who m. WILLIAM WES-
SON. As yet we cannot prove this.
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EDWARD WESSON'S WILL
Brunswick County, Va.
Bk. pg. 242, 243

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN this twentieth day of
August in the year of our Lord God one thousand
seven hundred and eighty four I EDWARD WESSON of
the County of Brunswick and the Parrish of Mc-
Kennin (?), being in perfect mind and memory
thanks be to God, therefore calling to mind the
mortality of my body and knowing that it is ap-
pointed for all men once to die do make and or-
dain this my last Will and Testament. (that is
to say) principally and first of all, T give and
recommend my Soul into the hands of God that gave
it, and for my body I recommend it to the Earth
to be buried in a Christian like and decent man-
ner at the discression of my Executors, nothing
doubting but at the General Resurrection I shall
receive the same by the mighty power of God; and
as touching such worldly Estate wherewith it hath
pleased God to bless me in this 1life I give and

dispose of the same in the following mamner and
form,

IMPRIMIS I give and begueath unto my son
WILLIAM WESSON seventy acres of Land (be the
same more or less) Beginning at beach on Martain's
Branch on Benjamin Warren's line, thence straight
to a spreading top white oak on a little branch,
thence down the said branch to a willow, thence
to the ford of the Creek, then down the Creek to
Warren's line, thence along his line to the Be-
ginning to him - his heirs forever.

ITEM I give and bequeath unto my son JOHN
WESSON 211 my lands lying on the South side of
the Watery Branch, from the new line up the
branch to the old line, thence along the old
line, to the said new line, thence along the new
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to the first Station to him - - his heirs for-
ever.
ITEM T give unto my son HENRY WESSON all my

land on the North side of the Great branch, to
him and his heirs forever.

ITEM I give unto my Son STERLING WESSON
all my Lands that lies on the South side of the
Watery Branch from the new line down the said
branch to the Creek, and up the said Creek to
the old line, thence along the said line to the
new line and thence along the said new line to
the first Station, to him and his heirs or as-
signs forever,

ITEM I give unto my son JAMES WESSON all my
land lying on the South side great branch to him
and his heirs of his body, but if he dies with-
out Lawful Issue the said Land I leave to his
Assigns forever.

ITEM I give unto my son ISAAC WESSON all
the Land on Rattle snake Creek to him and the
heirs of his body, but if he die without lawful
Issue to be equally divided amongst the Rest of
ny living sons.

ITEM I give unto my son EDWARD WESSON, my
Dwelling, Plantation and all the rest of my land
not heretofore given, to him his heirs or assigns
forever.

ITRM I give my Still to be equally divided
among all my sons to them their heirs or Assigns
forever,

ITEM I lend my dearly beloved wife the third
part of my Bstate after my debts and Legacles are
paid, during her widowhood, the other part to be
equally divided among all my living children. I
likewise Constitute make and ordain my son HENRY
WESSON to be my whole and Sole Executor of this
my last Will and Testament 1IN WITNESS whereof I
have hereunto set my hand & seal the day and year
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zbove written. Signed Sealed and Acknowledged
to be his last Will and Testament,

Will and Testament
In the Presence of
JESSE KELLEY
STEPHEN GIBBS

JOHN NANNEY

EDWARD WESSON

Brunswick County Court June
23, 1788 this Will was
proved by the caths of JESSE
KELLEY and STEPHEN GIBBS
thereto and ordered to be recorded. And upon
the motion of HENRY WESSON the Executor therein
named who having given Bond & Security and taken
cath - - According to Law, Certificate is granted
him for obtaining a probate thereof in due form.

Teste
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WESSON

From "A Dictionary of British Surnames", by
P. H. REANEY, we find that the name WESSON is a
derivation of the name WESTON. This name means
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we would suspect they came to the British Isles
with WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. Could documents be
obtained, possibly our WESSON ancestors could be
traced to this beginning.

Some genealogists are of the opinion that
our WESSON'S came to America from Wales., There
is a tradition to that effect. Our first known
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Brunswick County, Virginia ca 1730.

EDWARD WESSON, b ca 1720, d. before June 23, 1788.
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large family.
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Brunswick Co. ca 1820-21. Children follow.
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m., 1lst April 29, 1786 REBECCA ROBERTS. m.
2nd Dec. 27, 1791, REBECCA VAUGHAN, b. in
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(1) ABNER WESSON, m. SALLY HALL, Jan. 7,
1813, Brunswick Co., Va. He is the
son of WILLIAM'S first marriage. AB-
NER later lived in Chillicothe, Ohio.

(2) JOHN WESSON, went to Alabama.
(3) ISAAC WESSON, lived in Mason Co., Va.

(4) JAMES WESSON, b. ca 1800, d. Feb. 10,
1880, m. Sept. 4, 1821 to FRANCES WAT-
KINS, dau of EVAN WATKINS and MARY ANN
(DILL) WATKINS., FRANCES WESSON was
living in 1862, when named in her son
JAMES W. WESSON'S Will, with a bequest
of one thousand dollars. The son left
his father JAMES a slave named Pansy.

(a) PARILEE WESSON, b. Aug. 15, 1822,
Taledega, Ala., d. Oct. 10, 1898,
Holdrege, Nebr. She m, 1st ALVIN
CANNON, who died during the gold
rush to California in 1849, She
had 5 children, FRANCES, EPHRTIAM,
NANCY, CAROL and RACHEL CANNON,.
More information in the Watkins
section of this book. PARILEE CAN-
NON m. 2nd JAMES BISHOP JOHNSTON in
Pike Co., I1l, Mar. 15, 1853, son
of GEORGE and MARGARET JOHNSTON.
JAMES JOHNSTON b. Mar. 26, 1798 in
Va,, d., Mar. 11, 1878 at Redfield,
Kansas. Children of this marriage
were JAMES B., NOAH, BENOS and VIR-
GINIA JOHNSTON., Further data in
Watkins and Johnston sections.,

(b) FRANCES WESSON, b. Feb., 15, 1832,
d. July 24, 1907, m, WILLIAM TID-
MORE b, Dec. 12, 1825, 4. Jan. 5,
1917. Her brother JAMES left her
his land in Cherokee Co., Ala,

(c) JAMES W. WESSON, d., ca 1862, DeKalb
Co,, Ala. Never married, He left
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(a)

(£)

his property to his parents, bro-
thers and sisters, all of whom he
does not mention by name.

PFRRIN V. WESSON, b. Apr. 6, 1834,
d. March 5, 1898 at Plains, Ga., at
the home of his daughter. He was
m. Dec. 9, 1860 to ARABELLA M, DAV-
ISON, b, May 8, 1845, d. Mar, 6,
1898, dau of WM H. DAVISON. Both
are buried at Andersonville, Ga.,
the town where many Union Soldiers
were buried during the Civil War.

1a. WILLIE WESSON b. Feb, 17, 1866,
d. October 28, 1898,

2a., LUCY A. C, WESSON, d. Oct. 2,

1866 L]

3a, GUSSIE E. WESSON b. 1869, mn.
Mr. JOINER.

La, LULA WESSON, b, 1871, m. Mr.

OLIVER.

5a. PEARL V. WESSON, b. 1873, m.
Mr. PHILLIPS.

6a. IDA V., WESSON, b. 1876, m.
Mr. EASTERLING.

7a. JOHN WESSON, b, 1879.

8a. ELENORA WESSON, b. Nov. 24,
1880, d. Sept. 2, 1883.

JOHN W, WESSON m. MARGRETTE .
In 1860, Children living with them
in DeKalb Co., Ala., were JAMES,
age 7, and WILLIAM J., age 1.

MARTHA WESSON, m. a MR. AUTRY.
Martha inherited $3000 from her
trother JAMES WESSON'S estate.

JAMES & FRANCES WESSON left other
children of whom we have no record.
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(5) WILLIAM WESSON, lived in Jackson Co.,
Georgia.

) PERRIN V. WESSON, lived in Alabama.
(7) SANFORD WESSON, lived in Alabama.

) THOMAS WESSON, also lived in Alabama.
(9) ROSANNA WESSON.

B. THOMAS WESSON, d. in Laurens Co., So. Car.
ca 1814-16,

C. JOHN WESSON, did live in Brunswick Co., Va.
D. ISAAC WES3ON, living in No. Car. in 1830,
E. JAMES WESSON, died quite young.

HENRY WESSON, b. ca 1750, Brunswick Co., Va.
m. LUCY .

STERLING WESSON, b. ca 1752, Brunswick Co. Va.

. JAMES WESSON, b. ca 1754, Brunswick Co.,, Va.

m. NANCY CLARY, Jan. 28, 1788.

ISAAC WESSON, b. Aug. 22, 1756, m. SALLY NAN-
NY, dau of JOHN NANWY, Oct. 3, 1782, Bruns-
wick Co., Va. Sally d. Nov. 10, 1846,

A, WASHINGTON WESSON, b. 1784, 4. 1855, Bruns-

wick Co., Va. m. Mar. 31, 1809 NARCISSA
PEARSON.

B. GREEN WESSON, b, ca 1787, Brunswick Co, m.,
Dec. 18, 1820, NANCY DFELBRIDGE.

C. JOSEPH WESSON, b. 1791, m. Sept. 5, 1816
ELIZABETH NICHOLSON.

D. SARAH ELIZABETH WESSON, b. ca 1792, Bruns-
wick Co., Va. m. Mar, 31, 1810 WILLIAM JONES.

E. ISAAC DURHAM WESSON, b. ca 1793, Brunswick
Co., m. Dec. 26, 1809 TABITHA SEWARD,

F. MARTHA JANE WESSON, b. ca 1797, Brunswick
Co., m. Dec, 20, 1819 HAROLD CLARY.

G. MARY J. WESSON, b. ca 1799, Brunswick Co.
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m. Nov. 22, 1824, SAMUEL GRIFFIN.

H. SARAH (SALLY) WESSON, b. ca 1800, Brunswick
Co., m. Feb., 23, 1818, REUBEN WRAY.

7. EDWARD WESSON, Jr. b. ca 1758, Brunswick Co.
Va., m. REBECCA NANNY, Dec. 29, 1785. They
sold land in Brunswick Co. April, 1797.

8, LUCY WESSON, b. ca 1760, Brunswick Co., Va.,
m., DAVID KELLEY.

9, MILLY WESSON, b. ca 1762, m. DRURY NANNY, in
Brunswick Co., Virginia.

EDWARD WESSON, Sr. had one or two sisters in
Surry Co., Va. We cannot trace them so far.
Much of our information on the WESSON family is
from a document found in the Virginia State Li-
brary in Richmond, Va. It was written by a lady
who was a great grand-daughter of EDWARD WESSON,
Sr., Grand daugther of JOHN WESSON, and gave the
names of WILLIAM WESSON'S children who went to
Alabama, from whom we are descended. Her name
was not on the document, but it was very old,
and was kept in a folder of rare documents.

Ttems of interest to our family, 1s that
JAMES WESSON and wife, FRANCES (FRANKIE WATKINS)
WESSON, owned a grist mill while living in DeKalb
Co., Alabama. It is quite possible it is the
one mentioned by their son, JAMES W. WESSON, in
his Will, leaving it to brothers, JOHN and, PER-
RIN V. WESSON,.

Another note of interest is that the Provi-
dence Primitive Baptist Church, which was located
on the hillside of Pessel Creek, about seven mi.,
from Plains, Georgia, was bullt before 1843 Dby
a P, V. Wesson. The Church is gone, but some of
the cemetery remains. (Sumpter Co., Ga. Ceme-
tery Records, pg. 147.)

We feel quite certain that the Huguenot fam-
ily, PERRIN, of Cloucester Co. are ancestors of

ours through REBECCA VAUGHAN who m. WILLIAM WES-
SON. As yet we cannot prove this.
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EDWARD WESSON'S WILL
Brunswick County, Va.
Bk. pg. 242, 243

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN this twentieth day of
August in the year of our Lord God one thousand
seven hundred and eighty four I EDWARD WESSON of
the County of Brunswick and the Parrish of Mc-
Kennin (?), being in perfect mind and memory
thanks be to God, therefore calling to mind the
mortality of my body and knowing that it is ap-
pointed for all men once to die do make and or-
dain this my last Will and Testament. (that is
to say) principally and first of all, T give and
recommend my Soul into the hands of God that gave
it, and for my body I recommend it to the Earth
to be buried in a Christian like and decent man-
ner at the discression of my Executors, nothing
doubting but at the General Resurrection I shall
receive the same by the mighty power of God; and
as touching such worldly Estate wherewith it hath
pleased God to bless me in this 1life I give and

dispose of the same in the following mamner and
form,

IMPRIMIS I give and begueath unto my son
WILLIAM WESSON seventy acres of Land (be the
same more or less) Beginning at beach on Martain's
Branch on Benjamin Warren's line, thence straight
to a spreading top white oak on a little branch,
thence down the said branch to a willow, thence
to the ford of the Creek, then down the Creek to
Warren's line, thence along his line to the Be-
ginning to him - his heirs forever.

ITEM I give and bequeath unto my son JOHN
WESSON 211 my lands lying on the South side of
the Watery Branch, from the new line up the
branch to the old line, thence along the old
line, to the said new line, thence along the new
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to the first Station to him - - his heirs for-
ever.
ITEM T give unto my son HENRY WESSON all my

land on the North side of the Great branch, to
him and his heirs forever.

ITEM I give unto my Son STERLING WESSON
all my Lands that lies on the South side of the
Watery Branch from the new line down the said
branch to the Creek, and up the said Creek to
the old line, thence along the said line to the
new line and thence along the said new line to
the first Station, to him and his heirs or as-
signs forever,

ITEM I give unto my son JAMES WESSON all my
land lying on the South side great branch to him
and his heirs of his body, but if he dies with-
out Lawful Issue the said Land I leave to his
Assigns forever.

ITEM I give unto my son ISAAC WESSON all
the Land on Rattle snake Creek to him and the
heirs of his body, but if he die without lawful
Issue to be equally divided amongst the Rest of
ny living sons.

ITEM I give unto my son EDWARD WESSON, my
Dwelling, Plantation and all the rest of my land
not heretofore given, to him his heirs or assigns
forever.

ITRM I give my Still to be equally divided
among all my sons to them their heirs or Assigns
forever,

ITEM I lend my dearly beloved wife the third
part of my Bstate after my debts and Legacles are
paid, during her widowhood, the other part to be
equally divided among all my living children. I
likewise Constitute make and ordain my son HENRY
WESSON to be my whole and Sole Executor of this
my last Will and Testament 1IN WITNESS whereof I
have hereunto set my hand & seal the day and year
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zbove written. Signed Sealed and Acknowledged
to be his last Will and Testament,

Will and Testament
In the Presence of
JESSE KELLEY
STEPHEN GIBBS

JOHN NANNEY

EDWARD WESSON

Brunswick County Court June
23, 1788 this Will was
proved by the caths of JESSE
KELLEY and STEPHEN GIBBS
thereto and ordered to be recorded. And upon
the motion of HENRY WESSON the Executor therein
named who having given Bond & Security and taken
cath - - According to Law, Certificate is granted
him for obtaining a probate thereof in due form.

Teste
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WILLIAM WESSON'S WILL

Rutherford County, No. Carolina
1812 Jan. Court pg. 263

In the name of God Amen, 1 WILLIAM WESSON of
the county of Rutherford & State of North Caro-
lina being of Sound and perfect mind and memory,
blessed be God, do this Seventh day of March,
1811, make and Publish this my Last Will & test-
ament in manner following, that is to say -

First I give and bequeath unto my loving wife
REBECKEY WESSON my Personal Estate incurring of
her Life or widowhood after paying all my Jjust
debts and at her death or after Widowhood to be
equally divided amongst my living children, and
I hereby make and ordain my worthy friends
REBECCA WESSON my Executrix and JAMES POLLY my
executor of this my Last Will and testament, set
my hand and seal this day and year first above
written. Signed, Sealed and Published and
by the said WM WESSON the testament as his last
Will & testament in the Presence of us who were
present at the time of signing and Sealing
thereof,

CHARLES S. WILKINS WILLIAM WESSON

his
ARON X BRIDGES
mark
hey
NANCY ARNOL
mark
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McCARTY

The MacCARTHY, McCARTY family is one of the
nost ancient families of Ireland. We are most
grateful to ELLA McCARTHY WELLS and her lineage
record for much of the following material.

The antiquarians tell us that the founder
of the McCarthy family was CORMAC, King of Mun-
ster, A,D. 483. Their history commences with
the first page of authentic Irish records and 1s
25 well attested as the history of any royal
house in Christendom, and the fame of their
chieftains, the learning, piety and zeal of many
saintly men among them form a vast inheritance
of glorious memories.

According to the Annals of the Four Masters,
thirty of the Kings of Ireland and sixty one of
her Saints descended from the MacCarthys, and
to them belongs the matchless glory of producing
the first Christian King in Ireland, to whom the
country owes the welcome of its religion into
the land, and not only this but the assembling,
christianizing and sanctioning of the code of
their laws, the Sanchus Mor, under which our an-
cestors lived for twelve centuries.

The ancestry of the family can be traced
through twenty-eight monarchs who governed Ire-
land, back to the dawn of Christianity, and, if
regard be had to primogeniture and seniority of
descent, the MacCarthy family is the first in
TIreland. Long before the founders of the oldest
royal families of Europe, before Rudolph acquired
the empire of Germany, or a Bourbon ascended the
throne of France, CORMAC MacCARTHY ruled over
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