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A survey of the history of a femily frem the

the seventeenth centuries must of
en such unevenly distributed evidemee

eleventh te

necessity rest.
enced end cemprohensive plen is impessible.

‘materiels for the atudy of the Hannau

that @ bal

Whereas %the
amily's histexry during the medieval peried are

sparse and often fragmentary, the Tudor period is
almost overwhelmingly decumented. Consequently
more space has been devoted to this latter period.

Historicsl evidence, moreover, does net lend

itself te any seientific division into ngater-tight

compartments". While the aim ef this dissertation
has been, prilnrily. to trace the femily's fortunes
1% was thought desirable to breek '
al sequence in Chapter Feur im sn

one perticuler topic - the .
° estate during the erucial poriod
ubuldnnao of the evidence availdblo

chronelogicelly,
this chromologic
attempt teo treat
develepment of th

1450 - 1540. The
durina the peried 1580 = 1623 - covering the lives of
Gru!fydd Wyn, Hugh Nenmey Hén snd his sen Gruffydd
Nanney, end the eerly yoars of Hugh ¥anney the

Younger = imvolved the treatment of that peried in




three separate chepters. In Chapters FPive, Six and
Seven an attempt hes been made te ﬁrplont a general,
comprehensive view of the aetivities of a gentry
femily in Merienetnshire under the later Tudors. An
-nnnal ipéome of £300 - £350 was far f£rom megligible
at this time, and the Wanneys ware undeubtedly ameng
the foremest eof the Morionethshire gentry. Chapter
Five deals with their educetion, their efficial
activities, their interest in Welsh culture, end the
management end development ef their estate. Chapter
Six attempts am account ef their acquisitiem of
nonastic properties after the Dissolution, and &
further espect of thelr sctivities ~ their litigation -
is considered in the final chepter.

It is hoped that the fellewing account will
show, mereever, the emergence of a native Welsh

Illil: out of the tribal "cwol:" into the ranks of

thp.Tudor gontry.




"Gorau o gard achau gWyr
card Nennau, cwrd hen Iayr."

Watkin Clywedog.’




| Hannnul‘, the seat of tho'ﬂqnnnyn. lies within the
parish of Llenfachreth in the old cslnote of Talybont
in the county of Merioneth, Pennant clails for it
"perhaps the highest situation ¢of any gentleman's
house in Britain."?‘, énd Gute'r Giyn'roters te it as

"uchaf tir."5' It is8 in fact seven hundred feet above

sea level.q'

The n‘ture of the countrysido in which Nagnuu is
s8ituated has been a iattor for comnent %o travellers
aver since the time of Giraldus Oanbrensil, who remarks
that he and his pnrty found a ford near Llanolltyd by
which they could cross the Mawddach, Giraldus was

Sl it

impressed by the natuée of the country -~ which prompted
his famous descriptions "Haec asutem terra Chanani, et
praecipue Merionyth, omnium totius Kambrige terrarum
hispida magis est et horribilis. Habet enim montes

SR RS e
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altissimos, arctos tamen et im modum arcis acutissimos,
nec raros quidem sed creberrimos, et vtanta insequalitate

congertos, ut in sumis eorim verticibus pastores

1 . Nanneu is the old Welsh form of "nentydd", plural of
"nant" (etream), Ifor Nilli "Enweu Lleoedd",P.26.
2. Pennant, "Pours in Wales®s (1833 ed, . Vol 11, P,243).
3. Ifor Willisms end ot I1s unim. “Gwalth Guto's
_Glyn®, P,153.
4, "Bngrattiadur" P.640,




confebulantes ad invicemwl conviciantes, si. concurre

forte statuerint, a mane im vespersm vix convenient."**

; ' The rough and rugged nature of the country in which
iﬁl Nannau is situated is important, since, of course, the
lives of the Nanneys and their neighbours were to a

lirge extent moulded by their envicromment. The county «

A R S o

:;¥ contained "heaps of mounteins", as Camden put.' it, which
"feed infinite numbers of lhoepa"a' The lend was
suitable for little else, as John Speed explained in

" G 1668, for "by reason of the unevenness of the soile and

rocks s0 nesar the fase of the earth, the Plough cannot

be drawn, nor the Cora prospor."5'

Morevoer, the rugged nature of the country prodﬁced
gn environment of isolation and often of lawlessness,
These two factors, the latter often a complement of the

former, were constantly found in the whole of Weles and

1, Giraldus Cembrensis, "Itimerarium Kembriae, (Rolls
ed.), P.123. Tgans. by Sir Richerd Celt Hoare ("The
Historieal Works of Giraldus Cembrensis", ed. Wright,
P.438)s "This territery of Conan, and particularly
Merionyth, is the rudest and roughest district of all
Waless the ridge of its mountains are very high and
narrow, terminsting in sharp peaks, and so irregularly
Jumbled together, Hlt;#t'th.;!hﬂpﬂ. conversing er
disputing with each other, from thelr summits euld
agree to meet, they could scarcely offect thoir purpose
in the course of the whole day."” e

2. Williem Cemden, "Britanaie”, (1701 ed.)Vel . 11.P.657.

3. John Speed, "A Prospuct of the Most Pamous Parts of
the World", 1668. (Ch. 10, Uspaginated.)
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were perticularly evident im Merionethshire. Im the
early Middle Ages, up te thq.t-blfth century, this
county was but one ofltha many in Wales where ruthless-
~ness and internecine warfare prevailed, a ruthlessness
which was in part the product of pesulier secial and
political condition-,‘and partly "a locel menifestation
of the endemic ruthlessness 6f a violent -gd."l'
Herionoth seems to have shared with the rest of Wales

a reputation for lawlessness, which was on the whole
justified; and which continued until tho_aixtnenth and
seventeenth centuries. Im 1700 ene of th§ many Bnglish
satirists who ﬁbrod calumny om Wales and the Welsh
during the seventeenth contury.a' dgscrib.d the country
as "the fag end of Creation", 3¢ while anothor, Robert
Burton - & plagiarist and purveyor of cheap literature -
claimed in 1695 ﬁhat Merionethshire was "the roughest

and most barren Shire of Wales."**

Ta the English traveller of the eighteenth
[4
century, Merionsth was the abode of Philistines,emd
the enlighted and cultured Sir Thomes Gery Cullum,

1. JoGo Edlardl. Review of "Brut y Tvig;ocion“, (Rad

Book of Hnrsolt) ed. T, Jones, i story", Oct.
11957, P.215. |

2. W.J. Hughes, “'ll.l and the Welsh in English
Lttoraturt" - 444,

3. B.B, ip to lorth Ill.l". quoted by W.J.Hughes,

ogoe;ai, .#5- :
urton, "The History of tho Principality of
Weles» (1730 ed.),P.166.




“ho boured Wales im 1775, could mot understand the
gentlemen of that county who "want, they say, mome of the
Necessaeries of Life, and are perfectly happy in their

gituation." But, he asks, "who that has not once

experienced the pleasures of polite and literary Converse,

could endure living here 72" He comments thus on their

attitudes"l cennot allow them Heppiness, unless that
consists only in not being stearved with Hunger and Cold,
which their Sheep will proiefvo them frol."l' A
nineteenth century writer could look back in 1884, with

a gentle patronizing humour at tho stnte of Wales in
1780 and of Merionethshire in particular. He illustrates
the isolation of Dolgelley, the post-town of which wes
Oswestry, forty miles,away, by the fact that "the
Dolgellians were in comtinusl troeuble to find a oarrlor

who did not get so drunk on the way as to lose every
ace

letter entrusted to his care.

The ninstoonth d%nt“ry uritbr seems to have looked
with greater rawonr on the Merionethshire gentry. The
: Hon.ntic Revival had awekemed a genuine desire to ndissover"
Wales, and "the nxtraraaant sbuse of seventeenth century '

s

1. %Y Omrodor" Vol.38, FP.57 =
2. "The Oernhill lncasinn“ Oct. 1884 vA glimpse of

lhlo- s Huadred !inr' ", P.410,




-rié;ri" now gave place to more faveurable opiniohn.
Richard Pemten, writing im 1813, wrote of Nennau that
the garden in July "sbounded with vegetsbles of all
sorts and all fruits then in season, strawberries,
raspberries, gooseberries, currants and chorrion.‘a‘
Richerd Llwyd, writing in 1832, sdds a further compliments
"The estate is covered with fine timber, which clethes

all the sides of the dingles for mamy miles: the park

is remarkeble for its small but excellent voniio;.“"

Such was the opinioﬁ. too, of Thomee Turmer, who travelled
in Weles im 1837. He feumd that at Nasneus "The
surrounding greunds ere besutifully wooded. The eek,

the beech, the walmut, the acacia, the fir, the lime,

the ash, with almost every variety ef tree and shrub, are
grouped im geod taste, snd the gerdens are spacious and
baautitul."" |

-

Robert Vaughan, the Merionethshire antiquery, im
his “Survey of Meriometh", referring te Llemfachreth,
“tells us it "hath enly ye towship of Manney in it}

l. '-IT. m.. ocito .P0910
2. Jourmal Mer st. Rec. Boc., Vel.ll,, P.159.
5. 11 "!bpo aphltal lottcol to Wynne's edition
-.11'. story of Weles", P.221.

"Herrative of & Jouraey Ansocintod

l‘ly! " h’59-60.




ho¥e is the l‘ato:of the gpibiiht femily of ye Nenneys
linealy q.-condiﬁio frea épdnsni ap Bleddya prinee of -
Powys and ruler of Bouth'iilii;ﬁl' This vagngﬁd_!aﬁnlu '
pedigree ss traced by the bards and other sﬁnonlosiot-.
o pedigree which is,in general, supported and proved by

documentary evidence - wherever that is te be found.a‘

1. E.D. Jemss, "The Survey of Meriomethshire by Robert
Vaughan", 5onrnn1 Mer. Hist. Bec. Soc., Vel.ll., P.222.

2., The pedigree is given in narrative, tabular asnd metrical
form, vist

(a) tives N.L.W. Pemiarth 125 (PP.150b - 151bg,
. 1 (PP.105,106,137),128 (pp.68,633,674),

159 (P.121), 134 (P.183), 138 (P.306)3 B.M.Stowe
M5.669, £.98; Wrexhem MS.1 (G!.nqsfrzn Bvans
Report on U5, in the Welsh Lenguage ', 731.%1:,!15
are i, L. 'M. ° 3 P, 9 @ H
and Robert Vagghan "Hotes on tﬁe-ﬂﬁulo of Nannau",
Avch, Cemb. 1863, P.129.

(b) g 8 Gr ,P.200; % Po:&“; B-I.H‘.r_l-
21003 W.1).W. Peniarth 7% (P.68), 134 (P.138),
130 Pert 1 (P.302), 287 Part 1 (P.306 £f. - Robert
Veughan's Boek of Pedigrees).

(e) igals Vide E.D. Jones, "The Femily of Nennau
; 'safgnu“, Jourmal Mer. Hist. Rec. B806., 1953,




1 :
The pedigrees }arv only in mimor details, as in the later
descents of the mamy cpd;t brenches of the femily, or im
the names of the wivil of the earlier members of the
pedigree. In narrative form the pq&isroo would be, from
Hugh Manney the Younger (obs 1647), that given by Stowe
MS. 6693 "Huw mennau eb Gruff Nemeu ab huw nannsu ab
gruff Nemsu, ab howel ab DA ab meirig fychan ab howel
selyf ab meirig ilwyd ab meirig fﬁohan ab ynyr vycham ab
yayr ab Meirig ab madog eb Eadwgan ab bleddyn ab Kynfyn."
This pedigree of sixteen generstions covers about six
hundred ybars.l‘ Most of the uncortuintiis arise out of
Robert Vaughen's pedigree of Colenel John Jones of
Héo-ysarnoddz‘ in which the Nenneys appear. This is &
large padisreo roll in nerrative form which includes
various histories and which registers the divisien of
the inheritance among the younger Sons. It.is in fact &
seventeenth century account of the operation of "gevelkind."
Tt imcludes a great mumber of younger gons who do not
sppear in the other pedigrees, with details of their
iuheritences. Waatever uncertainties there may be,
however, they do_npt in eny way detract rrongtho genuine
and tutno;xic mein 1ine of the p-disroq,

1. Vide Infra, . ponﬂix.v. P.lbs, tor a tebulaer vbrsion ot
the. lunnln;
“lotcl on tho Hbu-e of Wennsu®, "Arch.

Comb,* 1863, -ni' 129 -



What we have preserved in the Nannau pedigree is.
the b;re outline of the development of a ﬁ.tivo family,
in three main stages - first the royal family, represented
by Bleddyn sp Cynfyn, then the degensration by way of
Cadwgan, a younger son, and Madog, Meurig and Yuyr to
a .lower status, until thg:thir¢‘ntage'in begun consequent
upon the English conquest by Bdwerd 1, with Yayr Vychan.
It is he who inaugurates a period of co-operation with
the alien administration which is to continue aund,
together with their ability to teke advantege of the
bresk-down of the tribal system and the introduction of
new land tenures, lead to the re-emergence gflthe family
" in the sixteenth ceﬁtury under Gruffydd Wyn and Hugh
Nanney Hén as "gentry" gcéupying a prominent poéition
in their'looality and in vhe shire. The Nanneys end
their ancestors iro.qindoid,:l perfect example of an
indigenous femily, whoso‘réoﬁl are deep within their
native soil, yet co-qpo?#tins with the new adiinistratqrn .
snd conquerors, allied at evexry crisis to the English |
Grévn..nnd at the seme time mensging to avoid the pit-'
falls of the economic situation at a time when little
was atnbio”éﬁin&_to tthdilnppcaranﬁe ﬁgitha old native
economy. But they were by nﬁ?:gqn. nsgl&étrulrot-tyo :




native Welsh culture, as is shown by thc}iy.{ pati'.om‘go- '
of the bards.l:

The very early portion of the in'nnnu. pedigree, |
£rom Bleddyn ap Cynfyn down to Yayr ap Meurig, is .
unauthenticated, We‘ mow th‘_ore"ns A younger u'on of
Bleddyn esp Cynfyn called Cadwgan who conquered -.Ieiriowdd.
and.-placed Uohtryd .n'p'lduin.' as _7a°lul lord there, until
" Uehtryd grow tlog 'gﬁpbfu_l and. was overthrown, c¢.1115,
by the sons of cad\‘tsa_n'.la‘ itrhu been suggested t:!mt;=
Cadwgen wai the re~founder, after St. Illtyd, of '
Llanelltyd, populated sparsely by his fiee Zollowers
and reatives, with a small co']'.on;' of serfs ‘iﬁ'iluﬁrachreth
and that he also foundod'.l)olgollé: as a serf villuso..j :
Bloyd in his "History of Powys Padog", following Harl.
M3,2299, tells us that Bleddyn ep OCynfyn married four
times, and that by his uc;md wife, a deughter of '
Brochweel ap Moelyn, Lord of Twrcelyn in r.l.;slnoy, he
had two sons, ome of whom was Cadwgan of Hennau, Lord ef
Ponl_l;l"f:. Meirionydd, lawddwy, Cyfeiliog, Arwystli,

¥

. 1o Vide B.D, Jones, opsecit. i A|
- 2e T.Jones Pierce, "Ancient lqiringd“-,a‘ourm MexiHist.
~ Rec.B80c,,V0l.1.,1949-51,P:17, J.B.Lloyd ~"History of
Wales",P.416, states that this was the first oxemple
in Welsh history of the purely fesal condition that
the vassal would be.faithful to his lord and render
him aid sgainst his ensmies. c.f. "Brut y g_'nnun"
(Red Book of Hergest) ed. T. Jomes,P.101,: “For

cent.over.

5 '-."§§.‘, L




corodigion and !itrnd Tywi 1. Bloddyn hiilclt was
"killod‘by Rhys ap Owein eud tane wuchelwyr" or Istraa

Tywi in 10?5.2' According te “Powys Padog? Cedwgen's
chief residence was at Nennsu, and according %o the
sane authority he was attacked end slain st Welshpoel
by his nephew Madog ap Rhirid ap Bleddyn in 11095'
although J.E, Lloyd gives the date as 1111. So fer,
thet is, the lords of Nannau have also been Lords of
Meirionydd. "Powys Fadog" tells us, howovor, that the
next in the pedigree, Madog, wes the third lon of
Cadwgen by his first wife Gwenllian, daughter ef
Grutfydd sp Cynan, King of Gwynedd.”’°® He is still
styled Lord of Nannau, but it is his brother, the
oldest son, Binion ap Cadwgan, who is Lord of Meirionydd.

2, Cont., from previous page. .

Cadwgen ap Bleddyn had given uoirionydd end Cyfeiliog
to Uchdryd ab Edwin on conditiom that‘ he sheuld be
true to .end to his sons & ‘helper 8g sgainst all their
enenies. But ‘he ‘was an adversary and warlike ucainut
Cedwgan and his sons."

"lorionnth Kotol

" 3, M,P, Bllis, "Dolsolloy and umnwa" P.27:
" G:n?rodo

1‘ 010 33 P.IB.

ap citie, Po¥l?y 1.5‘? s%a i"‘hi nllinus
_probaMly 111egitine 1372 end Dora ebout 2080, *

o O [ W 4 "01. 1, P.&B
2. I8 L "’f" |story of Wales"® P.B??. :
7 1A ‘Vol. 1o FP.90, é o
go 3 P ; OP.%iioi? % Loll m "g 'b ‘“ ol
o "Fow 0lol P95 . 0 EW (-]
A e et et 3y iy bt
opscit.,
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This ip \ero out by the “Brut®, where, 1n the ncconnt -
. “of the ovorﬁtrow of Uchtryd ep Bdwin, who had bult &
cestle at Cymer, l_.lu ep Cadwgen is not included among
vhese Whe attacked him. Tae "Brut® states that it was
Binien sp Cadwgen ap Bleddyn end Gruffydd ap Meredudd-
ap Bloddn who "made a solemn pact together te lead an
_attack against the castle of Uchdryd sp Edwin". Neither
is Medeg's me mentioned in the subdequent divisien
.of the npoiipz "And they seised Meirienydd and Cyfeilieg
and Penllyn and shered them amengst them., And %o
Gruffydd ap Meredudd came (.2:!0111.03 and Mawddwy and
half of Penllyng !oirioydd and the ether half of
Penllyn to the sons of Cadwgen ep- Bleddyn. wle 1% is
probable, hewever, that Madeg, as ene of the "sons of

Cedwgan ep Bleddyn", received seme part of Ic:l.riongdd,
- pessibly Nannau.

0f the next two generatiens - Meurig end YTny» -

1. .lf.n" (m B.ok ot Hnrgut) ed. -
g Jou ol 7

I
3% e

—




Rebert Veughan alemel® cen furaish any details. “Msdec
ap Cah'nn" ‘he -ritn. had 3 sennes, and he divided his

Inhoritmo ORERE them, vdlt. Meurig hed fer his part,
the Lordship of Nenney and divers other lands in the

nundred of Meriometh.....Rhiwallen the 2 senne had the
lordship o2 and his father's lends in Pewys.

1. Rebert Vauslun “Notes on tho House of Nennen", Arch.
Camb., 1863, P.130. P.200, gives the
following genealogica iu

Ond-nn

(1) Bve,d.& h.of = Iados - (ii) Jene d. of Cynvri.
Medog ap Philip Rhiwallon, Lord o Hnlor
sp Uchdryd, Lord Gymraeg.
Of G’f deg, (111) Bva d. Of Einion
A Siesyllt, Lord of Iath.:arn.

lnuris = Gunlnan, de & ho of Iornrth ' }v'a -
ep Pexrydyr ap Idnerth, frem -
|mow n ap Bradwen.

Yoyr = Gwerfyl ° de & h. of Madog ap
Llewarch Vychen ap Llowarch -
| Gech, from Liewarch nwibu-ch

‘Inyr Vychun

" m- is dniod by " m the mether

of In ;chu ap Inyr is givVen 1 "werch ac
etife ldes” Ierwerth ap Peoredur I ap Bradwen.
It is possible, therefore, that Gpis has confused
the twe Inyzs ' hos ayr (emd mot his sen
Yayr V, ) with this me ing also Gwe

Cont.0Ver. ;



Medec hyddyam the 3 semns hed Oittncu-th, Cyaysgedwy,
Gern and annn.n in ye hundred of Pennlyn", It wewld

‘sppear from -Vanshln'l statement, if his evidence is
correct, that iulbs reteined a large portion of the
lands appertaining to the lLordship of Meirionydd es
woll as some lands in Powys. In his pedigree Rebert
Vaughsn also states that Meurig ep Madog "had a sen

wlho Apart

" ealled Ynyr that was also Lord of Nenney.
from that single reference Inyr is merely a nsme, although
there must ﬁave been another Ynyr living within the life-
time of Tnyr Vychan for the other %o be called "Vychen".
Mr. B.D.Jones, using the principle of three generatiens
per century, has suggested that somewhere in this esrlier
portion of the pedigree twe son'orgﬁonn mey have been

lost,"by the repetition of a name link being ignored,
.p'orhupl."a’

1. Cont. from previous Page.

It will be seen that P?ith not enly gives this
Gwerfyl the Wrong ances at alse ingerts a

ononti.on in the pmon of Idmerth. end "Livfr
Regree, however , that the mether o g o
enolu d. & 1. of Madec .pmup w
dthoggh i {tn adds “ap Bdwin", whoreas o
!!hon 8 ‘% ibﬂ olit'lml here in she Arch.Cénb,transeript.

10 (ﬂ:ll pl‘b)- I. Po.ito Pomo
Qy.eit. r.':. “f-vu his ressens for'

'a"‘-"P. 7 and gives a Pt mochu'ton P.15 by

m o!- illustration.
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Wo have thus come to Ymyr Vyehan, the first of the
Nennsu pedigres whose life is really euthenticated by
record evidence. The backgreund to the period with
which we have just deslt has lmn sketched in general
terms by Professor Jones Picrce.l‘ He divides the
history of ancient Meirienydd up to 1284 into three
periods. The first, when lieirienydd was a miniature
kingdom, ruled by a r91a1 1ine founded by Meirion ap
Typiawn ap Cunedda Wledig c. 400 A.D. ends with the
advent of the Normans. This period Iii‘ﬁh. esteblishmens
of both bond and free gettlements in loirionydd. There
were six of the former, placed on low-lying valley sites
or close te the rivor estuaries, in contrast %o the
gsettlements of the free population, usually on more
elevated ground. These free men would be living a self-
sufficing, pastbr;l, soii-nonaﬂic 1ife confined to the
hifis. Towards the close of this regal period, however,

trs

1. 7. Jones Pieree, "Ancient Meirienydd", . Journal Mer.
Hist. Rec. Soc., 1949-51, PP.12 = 20.
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there was in Meirionydd, o8 in other parts of Wales, a
transition frem this momsdic life fo a more settled and
permenent mode of living, exhibited by A {.1161-.;-1 trend
of populatiom, the occupation of permanent homes, and the
working of arablg_lnnd on elevated positions in- the
yalleys end the coastal plain.** These settlers, sparsely
gcattered. over the countryside, controlled both their
settlement and the surrounding mountein weste within well-
defined end static boundaries. They created for thﬁn-olvo:
permanent resting-places, or'gwelysu”, and were the
founders of the clans or" gwelygorddau which are feund,
occupying the free townships of Neirionydd-in the ago of
Llywelyn the Last. Professor Jones Pierce states that

%the qitu‘tion of these settlements is generally known,

and. tﬁgt they were ultimately grouped for occloliaafioli

1., Professor Jones Pierce heas remerked elsewhere upon

this movement, which occurred throughout Vales between
the tenth and twelfth centuries, as "a general movement é
awsy from the scratch sgriculture snd sémi-nomedic
existence of the dark ages (the moment of ¢ e would
dspinn'on'tho_cirdun-tnnool.in a given distric )
towards & mMOre stable social economy which greadually
gave ihgpo;td-thg~nhturqd,n.xivb laws end institutiens
of the central period of the middle ages." - “Clenennau
Letters and Papers", Introduction, P.vii.




convenience into paerishes. As an example he takes
the settlement at Nanneu which "was the first step
in the creatien of the township of that name, an

area which embraced the greater part of the parish
of Llanrachrieth.“l' A settlement therefore alrcady
oxisted in Nannsu before the advent of Cadwgen, son

of Bleddyn ep Cynfyn.

The second phase dealt with is that period
following the coming of the Normeans when Cadwgan ap
Bleddyn ap Cynfyn overrsn Meirionydd end sppointed
Uchtryd as Lord of Meirionydd. By 1256, however, the
country had boéone a subordiname territory annexed %o
the Principality of the last Llywelyn - that is, the

third phese. Professor Jones Pierce, from a study of

1. T, Jones Pierce, "Amcient ‘Meirionydd", P.16,




the records drawn wp by the lnjiiah efficials shortly
after Llewelyn's death, exsmines the socidl .system
preveiling during this last p}iso. &ne most striking
feature he discovers is tﬁa expiﬁbionrof each rnnilj

into "gwelygorddeu" of meny households. The most

noteble expansion is in the township of Nannau, where

a "gwelygordd" of over seventy families controls the
wastes Or Commons over a great partnéf_tho parish of
Llnnfnchroth, and where the original "gwely" settlement
Shas ‘become "a sprawling mess of dispersed urable holdings'";
made up of over seventy wgyddynod". Then Professor

Jones Pierce states what must be one of the major themes
of this thesiss '"One of these '*tyddynod', incidentally,
was known as ‘Tyddyn Llenfeir' which will Dbe replaced

in the Tudor period by the mansion of Plas Nannsu = the
centre of a large modern estate which will in time emerge
out of a concentration of 'tyddynod’ belonging to the
‘gwely® of ‘'tref’ lnnnan."l' |

b P !‘Jonsl Pierce, op.cite Pel9: | am indebled o
Prefessor Tones Pierce Fov the followml reference Fo
Fhe soutce of his inform ation : PRo. 4.R2[ a3 -~
awn E_liz‘a'hel;'nan exlent of the vills of Nﬂtioncrh,
“"wmade al a e when the old wedieval land
S]Sttm vas aheadvl “n an advanced Sl‘axe of
d'osinrelra“o'\ ."_ ln  Fhis Suwe] ) com[’ﬂec‘ in 1592,
"uak Nunnt] £51 'S tecorded as -occur];qa a

n\isnuxae voca Y quce ]v\ N anwe sive T]nu:'n

"é_av_Cn “-an_vn'cre 5 '(P. 2, dotse),
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' CHAPTER 11. 1282 - 1402.

"Koed gwinwydd dedwydd o deidiau - mowredd
: Meiric Howel Selau

kér vliaen hed yn kyflawnhau

Koffawn ynyr kyff Nannesu."

#illiem LLyn.

The process described at the end of the last
chapter, by which the original settlers at Nannau
sccumulated their estates, can not be studied from
documentary evidence for a further four gemerations.
It is not until the early f£ifteenth century that
the Nannau collection of deeds, showing the
Nanneys emalgemating these various holdings, begins. ,

Ynyr Vychan, however, is a very importent
figure in the early history of the Nannau femily,
for his 11£e.1lluatratos one of the most important
factors in the history of post-conquest Wales, and
ntatos-thp theme which future gonerations of his
fomily will diligently follow. He wes one of that
lerge body of Welshmen who worked with the new



English administretion from the very hoginning.'tﬁﬁl‘:
‘both aiding the task of conques®t and furthering their "

. own personal smbitions.

National patriotism was reslly non-existent 1;
nedieval Wales. The rule of the Welsh princes had
never been particularly secure, ochpt possibly
under the two Llgwelyns. Even so, in 1282 Llywelyn
the Last had been betrayed by his own men in the
heart of his principality - in the bell tower of
Bangor Cathedral. In the words of the Welsh oﬁroniclors
"ac ena Yy gwnaethpwyd bret lliwelyn ene clochte en
mangor y gen y wyr of ehun. ac eme Jyr edewyf
11iwelyn ap Gruf:’ david y vraud em gwarchedw Gwyned.
ac entev of & haeth ae luy goresgyn powys & buellt." 1.
The Welsh kingdom, ROreover, before 1282, had been
built Sy conquest, mot of the aliem Eaglish, but of
fellow Welshmeng and while Llywelyl the Great smd
Llywelyn the Last's unification of Wales and the
administrative orgenigzaticn of their kingdom were
secure during their lifetimes, their roots went no

deeper then they had been forced.

1. "Brut y Tywysogien" (Peniorth MB.20) ed. Thomas
30‘." P’o. ‘ 7‘ R

‘e
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Moirionydd itself had been a completely 1gdapondent
lordship until the time of Owain Gwynedd.! Prom thet
time until 1256 Meirionydd was still a sepabate lord-
ship ruled by a vassal lord - ususlly a member of a
cadet branch of the house of Gwynedd. And it was not
until 1256 - less than thirty years before the English
conquest - that the lordship was extinguished by
annexation to the principslity of Gwynedd, under the
direct control of Llywelyn the Last. Indeed; the
immediate reason for the annexation had be;n the action
of the Lord of Meirionydd, Llywelyn chhag. in betray-
ing Llywelyn and siding with the BEnglish oneny.a‘

The medieval Welsh freemen had no tradition of
patriotism end lyalty behind him. Professor Glym
Roberts hes shown® how the Glynne family of Glynllifon,
the descendants of Ystrwyth ep Ednowain, who was en
adviser and diplomatic agent to Llywelyn the Greest,
after the Emglisk conquest accepted at once the new
system. They, like the. Nenneys, managed #o attach

s1. ToJones Pieree,"Ancient Meirionydd", Journal Mer,
3. -Glyn Roberts,"The Glynnes and the Wynns of Glynllifon"
Caorns. Hist. Soc. %mo 19‘8. :



thomselvea to the new administrators and enjoyed the

consequent benefits; and "Whenever individual meibors

of the Glyallifon femily can be jdentified, they are
invariably on the side of the congueror amd, so far
g8 we can tell, pone of them supported the various

Welsh movements for independence after the Conquest. nke

The mediseval period also sew the growth of a
Welsh "official" claéa in the Principality. From the
earliest years of tha Edwardian sottlement much of the
work of adninistration and of the preservation of law
and order within the commotes had been done by Welsh—-
men holding ringildries end raglotries - those commotal
offices which, like the commotes themselves, had
formed sn importent pert of the native Welsh adminis-
tration before 1282. The Nanneys were typical of this
class; they all gerved in the offices of rhaglaw,
rhingyll and woodward, end held other minor official
posts in the commote of Talybont. A stiking example
of the perpetuation of the old Welsh comnmotal offices
atter the oongnelt was éhc ordinence made early in the

fantoqnth century for the preservation of peace and

A,

1. Glyn Roberts, op.oit. P 26,




order by the appointment of keepers of the peacs in -
every commote - a retuin to the old Welsh system of
the 'cais", or, 'lkéy‘a;" 1.
Welshmen were also, occasionally, holding the
extremely inportan% affice of sh;rigr. The finest
exemple of this Welsh "official" class was undoubt-
edly S8ir Gruffydd Llwyd. He was the great grandson
of Ednyfed Vychan, seneschal %o Llywelyn the Last.
His father and uncle had both sided with fdward 1
at the time of the English conquest of Walae,gnd
Gruffydd himself became a member of the royal house-
hold, and served both Edward 1 and Edward 11 Jwell.z'
H; was the first Welshmen ever to hold for any length
of time the office of sheriff in the Principality - |
for Ceernarvonshire from 1301 to 1305, Anglesey from
1305 to 1306, Caernarvonshire again from 1308 to 1310
and Merionethshire from 1314 to 1316 end from 1321 to
1527.5. In Kerionothahire_anothor Welshman - a certain
Meurig Maclan - was deputy sheriff under Walter de Manny
in 1347 - 8, Most of the sheriffs were English

Al

1.W.HoWaters;"Edwardien Settlement of North Weles",P.138;
“Regord of Osernsrvon} P.13i.
2."Bywgraffiadur", PP.299 - 300.
3,P.R.0. List of Sheriffs, PP. 236 » 248,260,
According to Simwat Vycham (N.L.W. Pemiarth 74,P.68),
Meuric Maelen wes Ynyr Vychan's nephew.
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however, and the highest offi ces in the Principalfﬁyf;“‘
that of chemberlain, for example - were held exclusively
by Englishmen. It is possible, of course,that but for
the Glyndwr revolt, Welshmen would have attained high
office more frequently. 4s it was, however, the infilt-
ration of locel men of wealth amnd position into the
higher offices of the adminstration was only gradual.
Their opportunity ceme with the weskening of the
administration following the Wers of the Roses. "Englishmen
continued to hold the highest offices of all, but their
deputies were usually the local magnates and it wes the
deputies who mattered."l' William Gruffydd of Penrhyn,
for exemple, was deputy to John, Lord Dudley, Chemberlain
of North Wales, im 1459.%° Pinally, with the establish-
ment of the Tudor dynasty, the administrative offices of
the Principality fell almost entirely into the hands of
the Welsh magnates.

It ia in this seti:ing that we must consider the
activities of the members of the Nannau family during
the Middle Aggt.‘ Yayr Vychein, Meurig Llwyd, Hywel Sele
"ond Grutfydd Derwas, Hywel's son - Meurig Vychen - end
his grandson Dafydd and great grandson Hywel, all lived

1. W,0, Wi-lli,a_l.g. "Galendar of the Caernarvonshire
Quarter Sessiems Records", Iatroduction, P.xli,
2., H,R, Davies, "The Conway and the Monai Ferries", P.47.




as

and worked ageinst this background, and were, indeed,
a part of it.

In Griffith and Dmn Ynyr Vychen is given as the
only son of his father Ynyr ep Meurig. Robert Vaughan,
however, places him as the first of threes L p——

Yayr Veughen, Lord of Nenney, eldest, Meuric Hen, 2
sonne and Enion called the Brawd dy o Nanney 3 sonme,
who was Chsplain to King Edwerd the lst: end Bishop

of Bt, Asaph.l® Rot
hers. Anian 1l. (d.1293)2° Bishop of 8t. Asaph,

was undoubtedly an historical figure, although it 1s

Robert Vaughen mey well be correct

doubtful whethdr-hi;was—ovtr Chaplain to King Edward.B'

1. R. Vaughan,'"Notes on the House of Nannau", Arch,
Camb., 1863, P. 130,

2. "Bywgrafifisdur", P.9.

%, Journal of Flints. Hist. Soc. 1914 = 15.

R.C. Essterling, "Anign of Nannau 0.F.P.", PP.9 =~ 30,

Miss Easterling errs in placing Nannau, Anian's

supposed birthplace, as "an important'tref' within .
the present parish of Llanfachreth, im-the Lleyn

division of Cernarvonshire." :
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ﬁobarﬁ’Vaughan detinitaly.plaées Anisn (or Enion)l‘
the Black Frisr of Nanneu in the Nannsu pedigree.
What evidence there is seems to peimt to Anian's
having been bora in Naonnau and Qna;qgghpniy presume
that he would be a member of the ruliﬁg'faﬁil#‘iq
that district. "Powys Fadog" also states that he "was
the son of Yn:rmab Heuiig, Lord of Nannau, and was
called"Y Brawd D o Nanneu",2* The authority for
placing him es a native of Nannau is the continuation
of "Brut y Tywysogion" in Peiniarth MS.203"1292 Anno
¥ bu varw Bynnon escop llsm Elwy y braud du o nmnnev
y gelwyd ef, a goreu gwr oed achadarnaf er kynnal y
escobot or aweles neb."" His life does not concern
us here; it is sufficient to note that he was Bishop
of St. Assph from 1268 until his death in 1293, His
was a vigorous personality which found its expression
in an equally vigorous 1ife; his episcopate was one
long record of controversies and lawsuits and Edward 1,
Prince Llewelyn and Archbishop Peckhem all had to

reckon with this forceful end combative Welsh Bishop.4°

l, Anien is a Latinization of his native nsame,Einion;
but Einion is itself a borrowing of the Labtin nume
Ennianug - Cemon J.Fisher, Arch.Camb.1919,P.181.

2. “Powys Fadog", Vol.l. Ps173,n.1. .

4, His life is dealy with in the followingsD.N.BsVol,1l.
P.438 under "de Schemow" (& scribe's blunder);
"Bywgraffiadur",PP.9=11,Archdeacon Thomas , "History.
of the Diocese of St.Asaph?,Vol.1.PP.41-6; R.C,
PAmhglg}d JRaAGH=7 138 2RI, 7 216, ceseor avpoazy
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In his willl® there are two references to A
certain "Adsm de Nannau" whom he refers to as his
brother. Whether this is a reference to another member
of the Nanney rnnily.‘or simply a "brother in God“ who
also came from Nannau, is difficult to say. It 18
passible that they were the two Dominican friers, Adam
and Anian, who were among the witnesses to the grant |
of lands by Llywelyn the Great to the Priory of Penmon
in 125?.2‘ There is & letter extant from Peckham
addressed tg_yhia Aggl, @ath Dpcember 1282, reproeching

him for his tardiness in returning from a mission to
Llywelyn with which he had been ontruatod.5' In 1284

it is recorded that a certain Adem was prior of the
Friars Preachers of Bangor; possibly, in view of the
dating, this was "Adam de Nannau".“' What evidence there
is seems to favour as much the inclusion of Adam as that
of Anisn, although Roborf Vaughan excludes the former

from the pedigree.

1. Arch. Camb, 1919. P.181 ff,
2, Cal. Cherter Rolls, Vol.ll. PP.459 - 460.

3, "Registrum Epistolarum Johennis Packhan“,Voi.ll.
P.488, &

4, J.G.Bdwards, "Littere Wallie", P.76, No.143,




The other son of Ynyr ap Meurig was Meurig H;n,
father of the poet Llywelym Goch ap Meurig HSn, author
of the elegy on Llencu Llwyd, end uncle %o Meurig
Llwyd.l' Meurig Hen is himself reputed to have been

a poet.a'

The first we hear of Yn;r Vychan is in 1305 when,
as one of the Petitiomers at Kemningtom, Enyr Vaughen,
of the County of Merioneth, claimed thét the Lord King
granted him the r-aglotry of the commote of Talybont
for his service, without any rent or rendering from
him, because he captured Madoc “ap Llewelyn who made
himself Prince of Wales in the last war and had
delivered him to the Lord King; and the Justice of
North Wales was now demanding from him four pounds
rent annually for that offica.*

Thas in the first really serious revolt after
the Conquest, Ynyr Vychen sided with the English
conqueror., He cleims to have captured Madoc, the °
leader of th§ rebellion of 1294 - 5. 4

1, E.D., Jones "The Family of Nannau",Journal Mer.Hist.
R’¢.$°'c.’ .1953. p.-alif‘c].a‘u,.- 'bd'_'glll ap 6’-'.‘3.- a't Gyfoes wyr’, Phxcviec,
2. Idris Viyichan,"Hanes Dolgellau a'r Cymydogaethau
aghyd ’K{ﬂ -igethiu Gorllewin Meirionydd.'"P.47.
3. "Record o ;

Caernarvon", P.220.

3
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There seems little reason to doubt the truth of this
claim, especially when we remember that Madoc himsgelf
was Lord of Meirionydd and was a mative of the county.!''
In any case Meriomethshire, and especially the castles
of Harlech and Criccieth, piayed a prominent part in

the revolt.>  Above all, it is significant that when

Madoc fled to the hills after the overwhelming defeat

of his forces at Maes Mpydog on the Sth. March, 1295,
tha search for him diring Merch asnd April centred
around Merionethshire.’® Reginald de Grey of Ruthin,
who was in charge of the hunt, reported to the King
that Madoc had been located im a wood in the strongest
place in the whole of Ardudwy; and that steps were
being taken to fell the trees im an attempt to reduce
this position.ﬁﬁ' The fugitive escaped however, and the
hunt contimued. The King had, meanwhile, offered a
reward of five hundred marks to anyone who would
capture the rebel, alive or dead, In;r‘Vjchan, a8 we
kave seen, claimed to have done so. Whether he aid’

capture Madoc snd receive the reward is not clear.

oA g.g, gg;u‘!dqio_ltdog ap Llewelyn", B.B.C.5.,1948=50,
ed' e Ml = 2 ° :
. 20 J. Griffiths, "Documents Relating to the Rebellion
of Madoo, 120457, B,B.0.8.,1935-7. P.147 £f,
3, J. Grigfiths, "The Bevolt of Madog ep Llywelynm,
1294-5", Caerns.Hist.Soc. Trans., 1955. P.20.
4, J.Go Bdwards, "Calender of Ancient Correspondence
Concerning Wales", PP,108-9.
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All that we kmow is that Madoc, im the end, either
surrendered or was handed over to John de Havering on

the 31lst. July or sometime during the first week in

It is not recorded whether or not ¥Inyr Vychan did
receive the raglotry of Talybont at that time?' but the
reply t6 his petition does not necessarily preclude
such a tenure. Tne.reply is that John de Havering has
testified that he has no charter or 6thor'title to

e In other

that raglotry let for a rent by the King.
words, while Ynyr Vychan may have been granted the office,
John de Havering, as Justice of all Wales and as the
man appointed after the restoration of order in 1295

4’, has no record of such a

as Justice of North Wales
grant for rent. That is to say, the present Jutice of
North Wales was in the wrong in demending the rent and

Inyr Vychan was exonerated.

1. J. Griffiths, "The Revolt of Madog ep Llywelyn",P.22.
2. There is no extant Ministers! Account for 1294-5 as
many of the Exchequer records of North Wales were
burnt in this rebellion - (W.H. Waters, "The Edwerdian
* Settlement". P.l5.) .
3; "Record of Caernarvom", P.220..

4, W.H, Waters, OPQOiti P.13.
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It does not necessarily mean that Ynyr Vychan was not
rhagiaw of Talybont. W.H.Waters, however, asserts that
de Havering does deny that Ynyr Vychan had received the
office. He states that "in 1305, when a Welshman
claimed to have received a rhaglawry in Merionethshire
by grant of Edward 1., Jokn Havering was able, author-
itatively, “to deny the validity of such a olaim. 1"

This may be so, but is it not possible, from the wording
of the reply, to take its meaning to be a rejection of
the claim for rent? In any case, the rejection is of
the claim to the office of rhaglaw and not of the claim
to the honour: of cppturing Madoc., The very fact that

Ynyr Vychan claims 80 to haye done and received a reward

is also an indication of the direction in which his

sympathies lay.

Moreover, Inyr Vychan, or at least an Eyngon

Vagghan is named in the Sheriff's Account for Merioneth

for 1303/4 s rheglew of Telybont. 2°

1. W.H. Waters, op.cit. P.32.
‘2, P.B.O, Min. Acc. SO 6/1231/2.

-
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| In the:fol%ouins year the same person now referred to
by the English scribe as Eyngner Vaghan, is recorded
as Thaglaw of Talybontl‘,'hnd this same person, later
referred to as Ener Vachen,retains the raglotry of
Talybont uﬁfilll529/502' , presumably the year of his
death as the next occupant of that office is a Meuric
Vachan”®, the son and heir of Ynyr. Throughout his
tenure of this office, Ynyr 1is recorded as paying £4.

and 1329/30"* when all he pays is forty shillings.

The next we hear of Ynyr Vychan after the reference

to the capture of Madoc is of his doing homage and __

fealty to the first English Prince of Wales in 1301.2°

i I PoRoOa llin. Acc. 806/1231/30

2. S06/1231/4; 806/1231/5% S06/1231/7:
506/1231/8; S806/1231/9 3 806/1231/103
S06/1231/11; 806/1231/123 806/1232/1;
806/1232/2; 806/1232/33 806/1232/4}
506/1232/5.

4, S06/1232/23 806/1232/5.
5. Bdward Owen; "A Dist of those who did Homage and
Pealty to the Pirst English Prince of Wales in

‘AD. 1301.;" Cal. Pat. Rolls, 18 Edward 11l.
Po227 22, ; . ,
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His name appears in the list drawn up on Bdward 111's
instructions,in 1344, of those "maggnates" and
ngommunitates" who did homage to the newly created
‘Prinogﬁpf Wales on-and_following his errival et Chester
-iﬁlApril 1301, This list gives us the names of the
principal men of North Wales in that year. Ymyr Vychan,
here referred to as Ener Vaghan, was one of three who
aid homage end foslty on the 28. April at Conway.''

All three came from the Nannau digtrict.2*

The only ofher reference to YInyr Vycﬁ;n is to be
foﬁnd in a petition by John de Grey of Ruthin. He
complained that a group of men from Merionethshire,
including Ynyr Vychan, assembled "par 1l'envoy Mons.
Griffith ap Rees" and proceeded to the town of Ruthin
* on the Wednesday before the feast of St.Gregory, 13522.
There they attacked Grey's castle and began to burn the
town of Ruthin, and destroyed the houses of Blethyn ap

1. Cal. Pat. Rolls, 18 Edwerd 111, P.231.°

2, Bdwerd Owen, op.cit. The other two were Kynon Vaghen
‘ab Maddoeck apd David ab Guen; the latler is referred
* %o in th‘ “R.co_rﬂ._ of c‘.rnmo‘“' P.E’?B. as holder
of a "gavael" in Llanwenwyn,

i ud
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Heylin and Jenkyn le Messer, "issi Que tote la vyle
ust estee ars si ens ne;usaent este destourbee". They
robbed the men of his township and the surrounding
countryside,and killed two of his gentlemen - John
"Soun" Parker and Richard de Faryntone - and 1nju;ed
F,almost forty othors "tam qe a la mort". They

, wrecked hie mrka and drove awa;y his wild and domestic
animala and his entire stud, and they carried away “the -
goods ‘and chattels of his tenants to the walue of &80,
as well as those chattels which ‘Were in the mill.
Altogether they are accused of robbing and deatroying
the countryside to the extent of 51,000. John dg Grey
desired & remedy for himself and his tenants from the
King. The King's reply'w;s to order the Juktice of North
Wales to inquire into the contents of the petition

according to the laws and customs of those parts.l'

There are two very interesting points comnected
with this petition. In the first place the men were
gsent "par 1l'envoy de Moms. Griffith ap Rees." The

other factor is the chronology of these events.

1, Rot. Parls, Vol.l. P.397.




Professor JeGe Bawerds'® has shown that the
Griffith ap Bees of North Weles whose name is found
in the records of Eaward 11's reign is the Sir Gruffydd
Llwyd who, according to the traditional account, having
co-operated willingly at first with the English
dconqueror, yet grew dissuatod with their oppression,
s bried to negotiato an alliance with Edward Bruce in
Ireland and eventually rogse in revolt in 1322 - a
revolt which ended in failube and Llwyd's imprisonment
at Rhuddlan, Professor J .G, BEdwards has proved that
wheress the first part of this tradition - the friend-
liness he showed towards the English - is correct,
t+here was NO revolt in 1322 but rather a continuation
of the pro-English policy. When Edward 11, in the
winter of 1321=2, counter-attacked his baronial enemies
with such vigour and success, Sir Gruffydd Llwyd,
leading @ band of men from North Wales, joined the
fray. He joined, however, on the side of the King.
Gruffydd, indeed "s0 far from belng a rebel, was the
lesder of the Royalist party among the Welsh of North
Waless>* '

1. JeGo Edlards "Sir Grutfydd Ll'yd“ .H-R. 1915
P.589 ff.

20 T80 mu-da, op.cit. Pe592¢
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Having been appointed in November 1321 to levy forces
in North Wales to suppress any insurrections there,
on the 30th. he was ordered to come to the King with
his troops. It was, therefore, on the King's orders '
thet S8ir Gruffydd Llwyd and his Welshmen came dewa
from the nills and joined the attacks on the castles
of Holt, Shirk and Welshpool. Gruffydd, indeed, wes
formally .appointed, with two others, to receive
custody of the castles of Chirk and Welshpool in the

Gnd"'“
King's name. The importance of, Llwyd's operations

‘ at this period was the effect they had on baronial
opposition in the Welsh Marches. In this lies largely

the explanation of the codlapse of that opposition.
"The explanation is to be found largely in the fact
that they had to face a simultaneous atteck from the
King on one flank and from Gruffydd Llwyd's Welshmen
on the other."* Sir Gruffydd Llwyd's capture of Chirk
Castle struck directly et /the centre of Mortimer's

powers

The other interesting point in this petitionmn,to
ve considered ogether With the identificstion of
Griffith ap Rees, is the chronology of the attack
mentioned in the petitiom.

1. JoGe Ed'm.. op.cif_. P.594.
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This atteck is suppgsed to have taken place on the
Wednesday immediately precoéding the feast of 8t. Gregory
1322. 1% woul@ seen that this ettack, 1nstisétod one
supposes by Gruffydd Llwyd, wes but ons small link in

the chein which ended at the battle of Borough bridge.

N Tho sonornl politienl background to this roysl
success is the ltory of a lo-t surprising royal rocovorw.
| Within two nonthn or the victory of Lancaster's “party"
axpressed. in the baninhnont of the Daaponsorn, Edward 11
wan able to take advantage of & ro-alisnonont of "forces
within the baronial ranks and ospeoially of the insult
offered to the Queen by the wife of Bartholomew de
Badlesmere, Knowing that Badlesmere was estranged from
Lancaster and could expect no help from that querter,
Edward 11 appealed for help agcinst this insulter of
the Queen's majesty. The response was 80 graat ‘that
. Edward was Jjoined by many of tho magnatea.who had
recently been Badlesmoro s closest allios.l‘ The King
too, k adventage of the surprisingly large and powerful
"forcea at his command not only to avenge the insult of

the Badleamnros but also to attack the main body of the

1. T.F. Tout. "mh. Flane of the Roign of Edﬁard 11 in
Ensliﬂh Hi ﬂtory ° 147 °
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baronial opposition in the Marches of Wales under Hereford
and the Mortimers. In this he was completely successful,
aided as we have seen by the activities of Sir Gruffydd
Llwyd end his Welshmen. ‘Having subdued the Welsh March,
the King turned north to se;k out Lancaster. Lancaster
fled, but his escape was blocked just noxrth of Borough—
bridge on the 16th. Mexrch, 1522, by Sir Andrew Harclay

and he lost the ensuing baxtle.- Thus Edward 11

reigned supreme «~ for a while at least. Thet this had
become possible was due mainly %o the'diaunion of the

ﬁt-‘“v,d‘
barons end the attack of, Llwyd on the welsh Harches.

. T% is in vrelation %o such general de?elopment; that
we must view this reid in which Ynyr Vychan took part.
o see it in perspective we should consider the chronology
in more detailes In Micheelmas 1321, Sir Gruffydd Liwyd
was appointed’ Sheriff of Merioneth. f Early in Novembery
1321, he was ordared to levy troops in North Wales %o
suppress any insurrections, and an the 30th. of that month
he was ordered to proceed with his troops to the King.5

le T.FoTout,"The Place of the Reign of Edward 11. in
Engliah History." P.148.

24 P.R.O..List of Shsritfs.P.ZGO
He continued in this office until Michaelmas 1325.

3 JeGe -Edl_’ards,op..ci_t. P0595o
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Meanwhile in October 1321 the Kiﬁé—had'pegun the siege
of Basholomew de Badlesmere's castle at Leeds in Kentl*"
snd in Novomberlhad sent a force to seize the other
castles of Bartholomow and@ other of the baronial

2« Then in Deeembor5' Edward. having seized

opponents.
the baronial strongholds in the eant,. "he madé ready to

do the sama in the Westa.s....... For it was there that .

. the bagrons had theip sefest refuge, and it was difficuit
for the king to penetrate it withoutla strong fpro&tq'

This strong force was supplied largely by Sir Gruffydd
Llwyd and his followers, who on the 16th. January received
the custody in the King's nameé of Welshpool castla.s‘
Within two days Gruffydd received the custody of Chirk
Castle.®* On the l4th. Pebruary Gruffydd Llwyd was
ordered to raise and lead troops to join the Scottish

expedition.7'

"Wita Edwerdi Secundi", ed. N. Denholm-Young,
P 116, Ne2e :

ibide Po 117. nele

ibid. P. 117. n.2.

ivid. P. 117.

Cal, Pat. Rolls. 1322. P. 49,
‘ibid. P. 49. |

JeGo Edwards. op.cit. Pes 593,




The next we hear is thnt on the Nednalday immediately
preceding the 12th. lnroh 1322, Inyr Vychan and othcr
Merioneth men are sont on this: raid by a "Mons.
Griffith sp Bees" who must by all the canoms of
probability bé Sir Gruffydd Llwyd - at thel time
Sheriff of Meriomsthshire. This action seems to have
followed either at the end or in the wake of the royal
victory in the_welah Marches, for om the 16th, March
1322 occurred the royal victory at Boronghbridgesi
although it was not until the 27th. Msy that Sirn
Gruffydd Llwyd received the custody of Holt Castle

in the King's namo.l'

The royalist activities in the Welsh March. would
therefore seem to have continued while the royel forces
were driving northwards and even sfter the fall of
Lancester. The appesrsnce of a "Mons. Griffith ap
Rees“ in Grey's petition, together with the chronology
of the' events of that tine, ere surely sufficient proof
of the connection of this ettack on John de Grey and
the castle at Ruthin with the other activities of Bir
Grurfyaa Llwyd and his Welshmen during the reyalist
revival -of 1321-2,

1. Cal. Pat. Rolls. 1322, Po 122.
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The coincidence of nomenclature and chronology is
strengenthened by the fact that during the period when
Yayr Vychan held the post of rheglaw of Merioneth®*
Sir Gruffydd Llwyd twice held the office of Sheriff

of that County. The first instancé when they gerved-
tbg;fher in the King's service was in 1315/162° The
other wes in 1521/23'. the yoar of the raid on Ruthin,
and their cc-operation 1n this official capacity

continued until Micchaelmas 1328.

There is one difficulty, however, which prevents
any complete understanding of the purpose o; this raid
"and its place in the pattern of events. ' John de Grey
of Wilton andﬁuthin does not sppear to have been
‘particularly active against the King. From the account
of his life given in the "Complete Poerago"5, indeed,

his career would seem to have been more “"pro" than "Anti"

royaliste.

l. Supra, P.32.

2. P.R.0,,806/1231/9; 806/1231/10;
P.Re0s, List of Sheriffs, P.260 - from Michaelmas 1315

to May 1517..

3e. Po R.O. 806/1232/1.

i P.R.O- "List of Shoritfs",P.260. quose."Kalandars of
Gwynedd", P.68 gives this date as Michaelmas 1327.

5. "Gomplete Peerage", Vol.Vl. F. 173,




He was one of the English barons who were present atb
the babtle of Bsnmockburn on the 24th. June, 1314.%°
On the 19th. February 1314/15 he was appointed
Justiciar of North Wales and keeper of the King's
castles and lands in those partsz'; his successor in
that office was Roger Mortimer of Chirk. He was

summoned for military service from the 2lst. June

H.

1308 to the 3rd. April, 1323; to the Councils from the

8th. Jenuary 1308/9 to the 30th. May 1324; and to
Parliements £rom the 4th. Merch 1308/9 to the 18th,
September, 1322 . He accompanied the King to france
in June 1320 and to Scotland in August 1522.3' He
would seem from this account to have been "&a good and

faithful servant" to his Lord the King until his death
in October 1323.

In this accounb-ﬁpero seems to be no warrant
whats-oever for an abback on the King's behalf by Gruffydd
Llwyd's Welshmen - unless of course, by a momentary
aberration, Grey had decided in the winter of 1321-2

1. The "Monk of ‘Malmesbury" states that Lencaster,
Warenne, Arundel and Werwick did not come -
"Wita Eﬂ'ﬂrdi B.G“ndi"' P. 50.

24 "domplgti Peerage". Vol.V1. P, 174,
3. "Complete Peerage" . Vol.Vl. P-l?#.



to Join Hortiger. but had returned to the royalist
fold by the August of th;t &egr. This seems most
unlikely, as does the theéQ&fthat his oaétle was in
the hﬁnds of Lancaster at the time. If this were 'so,
surely Grey would not complain of-an attack made upon
t by the King's Welsh allies? This explanation is
true of the capture of Holt Castle - on the 27th. May
1322 that castle was surrendered to John de WWarenne,
Griffin ap Ress and Giles de Bello Campo, together
with all the lands of Bromfield and Yale, which Thomas

. of Lancaster "held for life of the demise of the said

nle The reason for the attack on

earl of Surrey.
Welshpool castle is also obvious, for in 1322 it was
held by John Cherleton who, although he had.previoxsly
been held in great esteem by Edward 11, in particular
as Chemberlain, yet joined the rebellion of Thomas of
Lancaster in 1321-2, for which he was pardoned on the

11th, September, 1322.°°

There is no such satisfactory explanation of this
attack on Ruthin, however. Grey is not listed in the

"Complete Peerage" account as one of the Lords Ordainer.

43,

l, Cal. Pat. Rolls, 1322, P, 122.
2+ "Complete Peerage", Vol. 11ll. P, 160.
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But there are_p?o.reteroncea in contemporary chronicles
to a John De Grey who is ome of these Ordeiners. In the
winnales Londonien - se" a"Johan de Grei" is imcluded
in a list of the Ordainers, dated the 17th. March 1310.%°
And in "Gesta Edwardi de Carnarvon" a "Johannes de Grey"
18 included smong the names of the Ordainerﬁ elected

in March 1310.2' In this same chronicle, however, &
"Johannes de Grey" is mentioned as one of the barons
killed at Bannockburn;3' This suggests either that

the author of the chronicle is incorrect in his
statement, or that there was more than one John de

Grey among the English taronage at this time. The
former seems the more plausible, as there is no John

de Grey given in the '"Complete Peerage" whose death

is recorded at Bannockhurn.

1, "Annales Londoniense de Tempore Edwaerdi Secundi",
in"Chronicles of the Reign of Edward 1. and
Ed'ard 11", edo S'bubbs' ol. 1. P-l?O-

2. "Gesta Edwardi de Carnarvon, Amctore Bridlingtoniensi"
in "Chronicles of the Reigns of Edward 1. and
Edward 11", Vol. 1ll. P. 37,

3. ibid. P. 46,

L]




There is a reference to a John Grey as ome of
four berons included among the members of the standing
council appointed by the Treaty of Leake 6 Temain
with the King.l‘v Since'the triuﬁphwof the middle
party was assured by the treaty of Leake" 2. and in
view of the facts of ‘his cereer as given in the
"Complete Peerase“. it would seem reasonable to

suggest that at the most Grey was a member of the

' middle party. Eiihjif he was, as is suggested by

the references-in the chronicles, one of thelOrds
Ordainers, thisndoea not necessarily mean he was a
rabid anti-royalist, for varying shades of opinion
were represented in the Ordainers, excepting omly
the most thorough partisens of the King.

s o
The motives behind the attack must therefore
remain obscure. If iS'QQQ correct in our assumption

thet Ynyr Vychen was implementing the orders of Sir

Grutfy&d Llwyd, who was himself carrying out the decrees

of the Eing, he cannot have been influenced by his

&S

‘1. T.P, Tous, "The Place of the Reign of Bdward 11
in English History", P, 122, n.

2. ibid. P. 121,
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A
marriage to Janet, the daughter of Roger Mortimer of
Chirk, the leader of the anti-royslist faction in
the northern Marches of Wales,}® He Was influenced,
we may suppose, by his official relationship to
8ir Gruffydd Llwyd, aqg by his own desire to work

with and for the English Crown.

1, Q!gg...:P. 84, His is the onl& béforence to

this Janet - as his first wife. He giwes the
.second wife as Gwenhwyfar, daughter of Gruffydd
ap Goronwy ap Einion ap Siesyllt. Eles@herp
(P.226) he omits this first wife and gives
Ynyr's wife as Gwenhwyfar. Her ancestry includes

' in this imstence an extra generation = daughter of
Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn ab Gronwy ap Einion &p
Siésyllt. Both Griffith Fnd“glxgr Silyn" agree

with Dwnn's second version - a daughter of Gruffydd
ap Gwenwynwyn ap Goronw& ap Einion ap Siesyilt.
According to "Llyfr Silyn" (P.214) the woman in
question was Gwenhwyfar. but Gpiffith in the Nannsu
pedigree (P.200) gives her name as Gwenllian. In
another pedigree however, - that of Honswrf (P,201)-
Griffith gives the wife of Ynyr Vychem as Gwenhwyfar

and adds a notes "in some books Gwenllian,"




The next in the mein line of descent, Meurig Vyohaﬁ,
followed his father's example in co-operating with the
new administration. Ynyr Vychan relinquished the office
of rhaglaw of Talybont in 1329/30.)° In the Ministers'
Account for 1331/2, the rhaglaw of Talybont is Meurig
Vychan®*, In the Account for 1332/3°* , he is called

Meuric Vachan ap Ener, so there can he no doubt as to
his ;degtity. He continued to hold this office until
1339/40.** As in his father's time, the farm of this
office was worth &4, In this connection should be
foted bhie BukEy s Wk, Sius 1238 %o dewve dp Nefr
Vachan of '"the bailiwick of the rhaglawry of Talepont
and the townlpf Dolgelley in North Wales, to hold for
ten years, fenderins &early at the Exchequer of
Kaernarvon as much as others hitherto; having found

before the king in Chencery, as mainpernors for his

1. P.R.0. 506/1232/5.
2. P.R.0, 506/1232/6,
3. P,R.0. 8506/1232/7,
4, P,R.0, 8C6/1232/8; 806/1232/9; 806/1232/10}
. 806/1232/11." '
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rendexring of the said farm, Walter de Hgnny 'chivaler'
and Robert de Ellerton." 1°

Apart from this, very little is known about Meurig
Vychan ap Ynyr. His effigy lies in Dolgelley FParish
Church and forms the sill of the easternmost window
of the north aisle., The inscription reads: "Mie¢ jacet

n2e According to Robert

Meuric filius Ynyr Vychan.
Vaughan, Meurig Vychan was the first of six sons of
Ynyr Vychan and on the division of his father's
inheritance, Meurig received the "Pallace ' and the

lands from thence to the river at Houthech,“j'

l, Cal. Fine Rolls, Vol.V, 1337-1347, P.83,
Walter de Menny had been appointed Sheriff of
Merioneth for life in 1332, In 1341 he wes
nominated as temporary controller of the
Chamberlain of Caernarvon and in October of the
seme year Edward 111 granted the whole of his
rights in Merionethshire to Walter Manny in
payment of a debt. (W.H., Waters, "Edwardian
SOttlQlEﬂt"' PP. 74. ?5-6. 84).

2., "Inventory of Ancient Monuments', Merioneth,
P, 24, :
There is a sketch of this effigy facing P. 24,

Fig. 55

3. Re V ughan, “"Notes on the House of Nannau",
Arch. B.nb.o 1865, P, 1300 .
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There wae a "Meirico Vouccem™ smong the garrison
of Bere to whom, on the 22nd, April, 1283, Willigm
de Valence and Roger Lestrange promised #80. for the
surrender of the castles’*  As Dr. Thomas Richards
 states®*, it is difficult to believe that this was. -
the Meurig Vychan of the Nannau pedigree. It would
be far from easy to fit him in chronologicaliy, for
even if we suppose that he'peaaed to be rhaglaw'6£
Dalybont in 1339/40 on his death’® and that he would
be at least between the ages of fifteen and twenty in
1283 as a member of the garrison, this would make him
between seventy five ana eighty years of age on his
death. Moreover, if we supposé that Meurig Vyéhan was
only twenty years old in 128%, he was born in 1263, and
this would mean that his father was born at the latest
about 1245. Since we have seen** that Ynyr Vychan was

1. J.G. Edwards "Litteres Wallie", No. 325, P.189.
2. "Bywgraffiadur", P. 640.

3¢ ToP,Ellis, in "Dolgelley and Llanelltyd", P.34, gives
the date of his death as 1350, but gives no authority
for this statement. Neithar does he give his
authority fqr stating that Meurig Vychan was "famous

* for his somewhat extravagant hospitality" (P.34),
. although he has possibly confused this Meurig Vychan
with the son of Hywel Sele of the same name who was
the subject of several bardic poems of thanks for hig
hospitality = vide E.D.Jones, opscit. P.10; infra P.93.

4, Supra Po3a1. § P.R.0. 506/1232/5.,



