be the case with Garth Bleddya.

This perticuler group would seem to have beem the
largest cellection of Cymer Abbey lands granted te emy
one beneficiery. It contained mine parcels of lemd in
Llanfechreth, with all the buildings and ether appurt-
ensnces, imcluding mimes and querries.!” Ome of the
beneficiaries was a certain Rebert Multem of Lendem,
Esq., "late eme of the Auditers of Thexchequer ef
our saide Sovor:lm ledie the Qn'ou"a‘. Multen"secms"”,
writes T.P. Ellis, "im his efficial caspacity, to have

Aot

1. The Senements weres-

(1) Two tensments called Tyddya Mayse Kymeghe
and Wenalte.

(2) A senement called Key Devett, late im the
tenure of Howel ep David ap Meurig (Bugh

Nenney's oﬂfut;hor’.

A temsment called uyg:mqgho.

A tenement called Lleya kymthell.

A tenoment called Havod Jeuan.

A tenement called Hire haved newed.

A tempment called Yr Toyme Fryde.

A tenoment called Yr Hemgrett.

A messusge eor temsment eslled Brech Bede,

Y K A O

ghard Heneoy gh Neapoy's uncle, o

2. Nenneu MS.892.

W O~ O\R &N
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eppreprieted to his own use, mo deudbt under em effieial
grent, the whele of the Abdey lands inm mu'tgm“...l.

That T.P. Bllis's cenjecture is false is proved
by various later deeds.2* After Hugh Nenmey had bought
%hese Llanfachreth tenements’® he sold two of them ~
ielli Glewrach te David ap Joha Lleyd lyn for &72.
by a deed dated the 14 December 1584%°, enda Tyddya
y Vemallt to William Vaughem ap Hoell ap Gwilym for
£60. by two deeds, one dated the 7 March 1585, end the
other dated the Ath. December 1585.°° Im both cases

1. T.P. Ellis,"Merioneth Notes",in "Y Cymmrodex",
VOIQBG Pol*

- 2+ Nennaw ‘N8S. 904,905,908,

3. Vide Infu. P,204 1 Nenoeu MS.899.

“o .m .Bo .

5. Nemnau MS, 905.9081. T.P.Bllis m e note en Tyddyn
y Wenallts “Phe farm of Tyddyn y Wenallt seems to
havo been also granmted b{ the Gro'n to Johmn Powis.

rate, he seld it to o Nannoy, ond ho.

;;is. trensferred it te on Williem Vuﬂ
"loriouth Notes", PP, 17 - 18. It is uponibh
to recencile this untomt with the irrefutaeble
evidense of Nemnsw MSS. 905 and 908,where it is
categerically staved that the orluul grant was
mbyu:ho WA o oh.::.rqm:ohmdﬂeh.

s ® recerded as hav thre
several hnd- before resching Namney .
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th. doeds resite the Previeus notor.y oL the tonoments,
-hieh is the nlo for both, amd primably for the ress
of tho I-lntuhroth tonounts. l‘rol this it appears
that the Queem, by Letters Patemt dated the 4 April
1562, granted the tenements to a eertain John Parry amd
John Goodrich, who "by their deede Indemted and imrolled
in her Ma®1®® nigh Gorte of Chemssrie” dated the 8 April
1562, sold them te Robert Multom, Bsq.l®

By a deed dated the 2 May, 1564, Rebert Multem
leased -some of the lands to-Ryce: ay Rebert ef Llanfachreth
and Hewel qp Rebert of the parish of Dolgelley, yoom?‘
for a term of twenty ome years at am annual reamt of
tifty shillings.Ome cleuse in this lease illustrates
perfectly fﬂl.u cemmércoiel expleitetien of these Cymer
Abbey lnnds by the I.n.din speculator. The lessees
receive the tonuonth, with "all and simgler Iundu
neadowes pu;uru veide greunds and other hemiditaments
to the saide tn‘u_oﬁtn or to emy of them Wlengiage or
apperteyninge........ KICEPTE and out of _th:l.l prin'nto
Lease and greunte sllweyes reserved to the said Reberte
Multen his héires and Assignes All woodes underwoods
tyabers and Trees mowe stendinge growinge and beinge
and that hereafter dhiall atesd growe or be of im and
uppon the premisses end every pareell therof Together

e : S

i_' Nannau ig,gog. | 2. Nennau Mg,890



with free imgresse egresse regresse pussage course and
recourse into end from all and singuler the premisses
to and for the said Roberte lnltén'hil.hbro.-nnd
assignes w'B nis and there horses carts and Carryegs
to fell cutt downe and cagryq_nll and singuler the
same woeds underwoeds and trees from tyme te tyme and

at all tymes durins the terme thereunder !rittcn."l‘

In 1579 Robert Multen's will was made and soon
afterwards he must have died.°>*® Om the 10 Nevember
1582 his som Thomas Multon of ljpla Durhaia, Oxford,
gentleman, quitclaimed te his widowed mother Elisabeth
Multon all his cleims to these lands situated "withim
the fields Towne and Perrish of llamvacreth in the
Countie of Merioneth late parcell of the late dissolved

204,

’ : Finbes

1. The expleitation of Meriomethshire,~ as shown by
this document,by Gruffydd Wyn's spoil ef Cymer
woods (Supra, Ch. 5, P.iS8 »0), and by the Penrhos
Common case {Infra, Ch, 7,PP.id-a5; Supra Ch. 5,
PPiss:(4)) = contimued over the years. It may be of
interest to quete om this point Jehm Byng's cemment
(writing 1781 - 1794) om the mumber of trees being
cut througheut the ceunty ', "the air bei uite
impregnated with the smell of the chercoal fires", -
C. B, Andrews (editor), "The Torrington Diaries",
Vol. 1, P, 149,

23‘ Nannau MS. 892-
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nonasSery of kilini".l’ Omne of the witnesses tﬂs

a certein Jeha Hill. By a deed of Bergain and Sale
dated the 4 December of the same year this John HilX,
of Lendon, gent., bought these Llanfachreth lands from
Elizabeth Multon for £500.2° It appears that Rebert
Multen in his will had made Elisebeth his executrix
end hed stipulated that she wes te sell these lands
"emonge other things......... to thintente te paie

and ‘discharge his legacies with the memny thereof
unin;o.“5'

After certain preparatory transactions Johm Hill
eventually, on the 6 August 1584, sold the property
for £500 to one Edward Prieo“',ltatod im one document
to be of Bernard's Imm, Idelcnoxs’ and in another to

6.

be of Cynfael, Merionethshire. From these Srans-

actions it would eppear that John Hill married the

1. Nanngu MS,891.

2. Nannau MS.892.

3. ibid. o

4, Nemnau MS.896; assoviated deedss Nennau MSS,
895 - 898.

5. Nannsu MB.893. _

6. Nennen M8.895. Por Bdward Price of Cynfael vide

. "Augmentetioms - Records", FPP.432-5.
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widew Elisabeth Myltem, for in one decument previsien
is made for Bdward Price to pay pars of the purchase
price to Hill "at the nowe mansiom hewse of the saide
Elisebeth Multon im the saide parishe of 5t. Albam in
 greate woodstreete in lomdon", and wlsewhere in the
same document is a reference te "Elisabeth nowe wief
of the said John Hill.,"l*

{};ﬁi{:, by a deed dated the 8 August im the same
year,/Bdward Price seld the lemds to Hugh Nenney Esquire,

his fellew=countrymem, for an umspecified sum of nonoy.a'

The future histery ef these tensments is simply
a record of Hugh Nenney's mortgege en them to a Francis
Albexy of Limcoln's Ian for £240 en the 29 August 1584°°,
the rodonption of the lortsago and the subsequent sale
of swo of the temements by Hugh linnoy.s' One of the
' ‘tencments was sold to David ap Johm Lloyd Wyna, whese
father Jehn Llwydwya held it as a tenant fer seme

1, Nenneu M8.893.

2. Nenpau MS.899.

‘3. ‘Nanngu MSS. 900, 901.

4, Nemnau MSS.

5. Vide Snpra. PP.103x ; Nannsu MSS. 904.905 908
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""“Wnile .P, Bllis's elaim that the Zaots “"show,
fairly conclusively, that lecal lemdewners im Merioneth

vere net grantees of Abbey land”a', is generally cerrect,

there are instances where lecal landowners did benefit
directly -~ two of which cencera the Nemney family. T.P,
Ellis has himself elsewhere remarked upon ene of these:
"The only instance I have feund where local residents
acquired any of the Cymer lends direct from the Orowa
was im the reigm of Edward V1, whem Baren Owean's father
and Richard Nanmey of Nennsu became lessees for tweaty-
one years of three small holdimgs in Delgelley and ome
in Nemnau. Probably at a later date they deught the

A07.

=

1, Nennau MS. 904; Nennau MS. 188 bears the fellewing
heading: "Bvidences deliverad to the hands of Dd.
ap John Lloydwyn be set down hereunder particularxly
by kim te be redelivered tc.h,? Lewes Owen.® Then
fellows a 1list of the trensactiems fellowing the
sale by Eligabeth Multen to John Hill.

2. TP, Ellis, "Merioneth Notes", P.18.
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2oy,
lessor's rights as well".l®

| The other record of a direct gramt te the
Hanneys is im 1589. Am undated lesse frem the Ceurt
of Augmentatioms records the grant te Griffithe ap
Hooll ep David (i.e. Gruffydd Wya, later Nemney), of
a tensment with appurtenances called Bryayllya y
Cemkedrym, at & rent of 26/8. A mote is added to the
effect that the tenement called Bryn-y-llyn “stends for
the more part in two barren nount;in- and between the
seme a valley of well moerish ground conteining
all im circuit about X mile, very difficult te be

measured, whereon is built ome cottage or dairy house

1. T.P., Bllis, "Delgelley and Llanbllt{g” P.853

Avch. Camb. 1847, P.328; Oal. Pat, Rells, 5 Blis.,
P.499, rrnnnlabiy the grant referred to is that
recorded &b the "Augmentations Records", P.430,

This involves the lease to Richerd Namney end Lewis
Owen of three tensements in Doi!cllby three ia
Nennsu, end & parcel of mountainm in Trawsf aydd.

One of the Nannsu tenements - Braich Bedo - is one
of these imcluded im the Llenfachrveth group (Nemnsu
MBS, 890 - 913) end is stated to have boen late in
the temure of Lewes Owen and Richard Nanney -~ Nannau
MB. 892; Supra, PAol,ni. We know that .She Delgelley
tonemonts end two of these im Mepnau were demised

by :the Crown to Owen and Mamney by Letters Pateat

. dated 6 April 6 Edward V1, for 21 years at am annual
rent of 4As. 8d. - "Augmentations Records", P.440.

]
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for summer and Mo other buildings."!® (1.e. a "hafed"),
On the 11 May 1589 two messuages and temesents, late
of Cymer Abbey, in the vill of !rqultil?dd. colled
Brys y 11in and Gen Kedrin, smd all lends in the said
vill. as demised to Rethergh ap David ap Mereddithe

and Williem Jones by=Letters Patent dated the 16 July
1548 for twenty one years, were granted to Bugh Wamney,
his wife and son durimg their lives at an apnual renmt
of 268.°'8d. and a fine of three years' xant.a'

The Nenneys had been connected with these tensments
for several years before the dissolution of Cymer Abbey.
Letters Patent preserved im the Nennau femily archives,
dated the 26 Nobember 1589, which record the grant of
these tonements, state also that "Galfridus™, once abbot
of Cymer, had leased fhéi to Hywel ap Da!ydd_ap Iouris
for ninety nime years by a deed dated the 12 May 1501.3°
An earlier document, dated the 1 November 1575i4° records
the lease from Gruffydd Nanney, alias Gruffydd Wyn, to
Hugh Nenney of the remainder of tho origimal lease.

oy,

1, "'A_uponht-!.ou Recoxrds™, P. 429,
2. 1bid, P.A33. |
5+ Nennaw M8, 915.
4, Nannau MS. 914,



This document provides the deteils of the original
lease, although its date does not oxactly coimcide
with that given in the Letters Patent: ,
MeoeoossGruft by the Aeme of Galfrid Semetyme
Abbote of the Buppressed monasterie of kyaer w'B
the full assent and consent of the ceveat of the said
monesterie and by their dead under there cemen seale
beringe date the xii deie of maye im the yere of oure

Lorde 1500 gave graunted and demised to hoell ap David

ap meyricke all and ‘singuler those ii° ROSSUAZEES Or
tenements of lands comenly cauled and kmowen by the
neme or names of brya y llyme and kwm kedynm.....%o

have and to hould the ll’grggllHQSOB or tenements te
the sayd hoell }:?‘g.’ﬁ?‘anrl:y’fg; H.lh :::c'\‘xtorl or
assignes from the daie of ,fourscore And nyntyne yeres
then next and Immediatly folowinge fully te be ended
and cempleted Jeldinge and painge thersfore yerely
duringe the sayd tearme %o the said dbdote or his
Successors the some of xxviga of Lawefull current

nomey of Boglend.o....."

It will be seen that in this case the Orown simply took
over the originel lease, and received exactly the same
rent es had previously been paid to the abbey, renewing

the lease periodically.

Ao



Bventually the Nanneys must have beught the
lesser’'s rights, for in 1608, by a deed dated the
14 Jume, Gruffydd Nemney agreed te sell Brya y Lliim
end Cwm Cedryn, centaining "Twoe Messuages Fower
Tofts Twoe Gerdens Forty ascres of Lamd Threescore
Acres of Meadowe Three hundred Acres ef Pasture
Thirty Acres of wood and Twenty Acres of Furr & Bruer
in Trawsfynydd"” to Johm Wymn Bsq. of Llanrwst,
presumably Sir John Wynn of Gwydir.l®

The £ifth group of documents®°® records the
devolution of a temement called Cwm Hesgyn ia
Trawsfynydd. Im this group the development is
similar to that of Garth Bleddym and the Llamfachreth

tenements.,

Like the other Cymer Abbey lands this temement
had gone te the Crown after the Dissolutiom. Nothing
more is hReard of it until the Queeam granted it, with
other lands, by Letters Patent dated the 27 Jume 1588,

i Nemnau M8, 916.
e Nemngu MSS. 917 =~ 9250
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te Hemry Sereepe, mut. Lexrd Bereope of. lolt.l.l

It is stated te be “scituat imfra villem de trmlm
aliss trawsvenmeth” amd to have been late ia the
occupation of a certain Heell ap Williem.2* Om the first
of the next meth Serespe sold it to Bdwerd Powys of
Cymer, whose som amd heir, Jehn Pewys, sold it .‘b'y dood
dated the 14 July 1589 to a eertein David Lleyd ap Hewel
op_Ithel of n-aurmdd 3+ own Hesgyn 1o stated is stated
te be at that t:llo tho Senure er oescupatiom of the said
David Lleyd. At the foot of this docn-ol,t. mumnu.'
is a mote of ecnrelment at the 9ourt of Bugh -ianq Baq.,
Justice of the Pesss, and the list of witmesses imcludes
Gruffydd Nenney,

1. Ninth Baren Ssrepe of loltn (1538 - 1592) = D.N.B,
Vol L1,P,140 - 1,

2. Nannaw M8.921.

3. Nennau MS.921. nm hed beon made for this Baward
Powys te marry a jhter of Riekard Namney, later of
Cefadeuddwr but at tho of Llanelltyd. Richerd
Nanney ‘was beund Pom By a deed dated the
25 mu | "-pocj. for & cemceraing met enly all
such goeds amd uttol eretefore delivered by the said
Richard Nemmey to the said. RPdward Powys, dut alse for
and conseraing a pretensed spowsall to be had ‘botween
the said Bdward Pewys and Gwem lnnoy. dangliter of the
seid Richerd Nemmey" - Nemmgu W98, The plams must
have misearried, hewever, for ldnul'u,n married

deughter of Jehn Wya of '

BEEyD )
P, 2 ’), end Gwen Namihey married 1 ap hy ap
of Mae .uy (m ‘P.168) V!.do hru PPAIGT
for Joh.{, Powys. ’ : 4
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Noanwhilé by a deod dated the 20 April, 1589'°, the

. property was leased by Williem Rowlemd of Rhiwaedog, gont.,
end lu'cmt verch David moyd. his wife, te Devid Lleyd

sp Howel ap Ithel. The documemt refers to the merriage
sottlement of Williem and Margaret dsted the 13 May, 1588,
and im retura for “eertem maraige geods" delivered by David
Lleyd they mow lease te him Cwa Hesgyam, which he already
eccupies, "for and duringe the torme and space of such amd
80 many yeres as are yet to ceme amnd unexpired ia the
Originall lease graunted by the late & last Aboste amd
covent of' the late dissolved menastrey of Kymer umte ehe
hooll ap Willm beinge for meenty and nyne yeres wherof their
ys as yet unexpired three eand thryttye yeres". The original
lease must therefore have borame the date 1523,

Then by deed dated the 10 July 1589 David Lleyd
assigned the remainder of the lease to his som anh.a‘_l"our
days lgtor“: as we have l0015 *s Johm Powys, son and heir of
Edward Powys, seld the preperty to David Lleyd. Bventually
the tenement ceme imto the possession of Gruffydd Nannay,
vhen he bought it from David Lleyd by a deed dated She
2 Jume 1598. %

1, lnuu M8,.918, :

2.0 m “.320.

50 B‘Drl. P.“&-ooo; lm‘“ '8.921.
4 N Nanngu M88, 923, 92‘-
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!hu-o are details of the aoqulinn of eme other
tenement tm the Cymer Abbey lands by the Nemnoys. Om
the 18 Ja_luq_r; 1602 a certaia mﬂd ap Jehn ap Lewes
Gruffydd hed mortgeged for £12. te John ap John ap
William of Dyffrydem, all that parcel of lamd which wes
in the occupation of a certain David ap Jeuam ap
Llewelyn sp Die and which was part of ome Ressuage or
tenement called Y Glasdir is Cefayrewen.l0m the 30
April of this same year Gruffydd ap John Lewes, described
as a free tenant, of the vill of Cefayrowen, sold the
whole of Y Glasdir to Gruffydd Namney.2®

Other Cymer Abbey leamds went to Jehn Powys, believed
to have been origimally a resident of Ll;nnsrvn." He was
atteched to Hemry V1l1l's household - a s, "Serjeant at
Arns" - and when the Dissolutiom ceme he seems to have
secured for himself the post of Kimg's Bailiff emnd
Golloegor of Cymer Abbey propbrty.“' in 1557 he was
granted by the Crown the site of the abbsy of Cymer and
all its houses, and the parsonage of Llanegrya with all

1s lunau MS. 927.

2. Nanngu MS8S. 926, 928.

3. T .p.nup "nolgonoy and Llenell 4", P.84; Jehn Powys
bought and s0ld eme of the tenmements whiech the Nenneys
;ngn“ 'btd.l;d 5 2?3- Hosgyn - h 1589 (Vide Supra

o X3 llm ® o .
4. "A‘m ‘attm Records™, PP, 123, 2688; B.G. Jomes,
“Exchequer Procesdings (Henry V1il - Elisebeth)", P.47.
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i%s tithes and other sppurtensnces, fer tweamty ome :nrn.l'
In 1537/8, he assigned the parsomsge of Llamegrya te
Villiem Stumppe (one of the King's Cemmissioners im North
Wales im 1536)2‘. who im tura conveyed his interest therein
to Lewys ap Owen of Peaterth.’* It seems that John Powys
also received the rectory of mantul.:roth.“'

According to T.P. Bllis, the Powys femily also
obtained the farm uf Delyclechydd, as well as the fishing
rights ‘of Cymer Abbey in the Peatre ;atomouru.s * It s
difficult to follow this, however, im view of a do_culont‘
dated the 10 April, 1578, by which Edward Powys re-assigned
a lease of 1548 from Gruffydd Wya to John Powys, im
accordence with the award of Richard Nemney, to Ieuan ap
Howel for thirty two years at en annuel rent of ten

1. "Augmentations Records”,P.12l. The claim thet "Johm
Powyseecsoo hod o..... granted to him in pexpetuity,
or on lease, the Abbey of Cymmer, with the greater
portion of itl possessions” (7. ,1o_;o,lu "Annals and
Antiquities of the Counties and County ,h_u-nu of
Wales"”, Vol.l.,P.685), is an ,obvio_ie-lilqoncqgtion. In
Teality all that was lessed was the site of the abbey
and most of its > § possessions. ¢.f. Letters amd
P.p.r" n'“! i P VOL, "M 1., P, 604, _

2. Oromwell addressed’him as “my lovins friema” - Y
Cyamrodor”,Vol.29,P.22. He is elsewhere described as
one of the King's Surveyors, and he held leases of
Oonway as well as Cymer Abbey lands - “Augmentations
Records”, PP.22,41,58,114,121,206.

3e -*lhg'l.._ltat;:lm i‘.cordp". 1?.121. :

4, %:it,ll?qlalggtwﬂ and Pepers (Yor.& Dem)Vol.X1V,

|y P o : :

5. 2.P,Bl1is,"Dolgelley and Llanelltyd",P.8S;

"Morioneth Notes", P.17.
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shillings, payable to Gruffydd Wyan and his heirs.l° e
original lesse was for sixty years, at twelve shillings
and twopence per annum, om the two tenements of
Dolyclochydd and Tyddya y Rhiw, to.tthor with Grnttydd'l
prt and portion of the fighing Iithin -Llyn Oynlnh, and
his part of the watercourse "that rumneth to the aylls
of Kysnmer" - Pentre Mill, according te the dorse. In
this document Edward Powys lets only Dol y Clochydd; the
Cynweh fishing and the mill watercourse are 2ot mentioned.
In another dooument, dated the 14 November, 1594, Hugh
Nenney eand Gruffydd, his son, leased Dolyélochydd to a
certain Lowry verch Howel ap Watkin of Nemngu for twenty
one years at an annual rent of forty lhillil‘l.z'

In his official capacity as the Kimg's Bailiff end
Collector, moreover, Johg Powys became involved in a case
at the Court of Au'snnnéiou with Gruffydd Wya (later
Nenney). Im an undated case in the preceedings ef the
Court from Henry V1ll to Edward Vi, Jehn-waynﬁgonpluinnd

1. Nennsu NS, 121.

2. Nennau MS. 17%, Joha' quys élso received in 1550 a
lease for forty years of the cora rent im the former
Oxu Abbey. gp of lotm An Casrnsrvonshire.

lucnoltutiou:n:: r.aab). ‘He alse rocslvud
tho vill of lallabor. th the pl-aasb ef Abermaw fer
thirty There 1- no reecord ‘of these
forming m ot the lands of the n.pprnni nonastery
of Gnu- (1bid, P.4A8)



undun: ontonl uto ten asres of a clon putm :
salled !nut llwyd, and £if%y ecres in Trawsfyaydd,
late of the ebbey of ouu-.l' Elsewhore the seme
charge is mede of g Wl entry iaso these lands,
denteed, 1t is statos, iU} Lestors Patons to tho
compleinant, ia uluttu to a eharge of wremgful emtry
inte feur messuages and twe Iuepd asres of land,
mesdow and pasture, alse im Trawsfymydd end likewise
denised te Jeha htn.z' '

Part of the stery of the devolution of ether Cymer
Abbey lands ean be teld.”’° Ia 1530 Lewis, them ebdet of
Cymor, leased Tyddya y Demen Las and Gweirgledd Y
Penrhya in Llenelltyd to Williem ep Binies ep Geiffith
end Cathorine verch Joha, his wife, for nimety-aime
yoars at an emsual zent of two separate sume of 16/84.°°
In 1551 Williem quitcleimed the ress of the 10ase S0
his son Bves ep Willien.”® Pismally, is 1561 Willies
and Bvea , for tweaty marks, quitolaismed te a eerteia
levis ep Neredydd ep Dafydd ell their right end term of
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yoars to the seme - that is, 't»mn-umum
original aimety-mime year lom."'

The stery of OM Cymer lends 1illustrates She
nnorﬁ theme stated above - that these ll-l. wonG
mainly to ltrncou_ at firet, and did 2ot ceme imte
the hands of the local femilies umtil later yoars.

Two messusges called Bryn y Menygh and Tythin Bach,
for exemple, in the parish ef Lleadoguya, were graated
by the Orown ia 1589/90 te Jeha Wells, serivener, end
Richerd Price, gent., beth of Lenden. They later
conveyed the lands to a cortein Humphvey Pritchard,
clerk.2° This Richard Price also received a lease on
a tenoment called Tire Mullmam in 1584.°° Ia 1587/6
Johllolllm.omdlllonmm.tm
wore granted Tythim Mewre and Pantllyvegh ia Lieselltyd
by the Queen. They later seld thes te a Joha Beborto
of Penrhyn (Meriemeth.): smether greases of Oymer
Avbey lands wes Sir Humphrey Gilbert®° whe ia 1964/5
recoived a thirty-ene year lease on o tencnent called

l. m [ ] (]

2. B.0. 3- “__ FProcoodings (Beary Vill -

3. “Augne Gaticns Rge %, P840,

4. 2.1, Jedls Jenos, “Bmchoquesr Prececdings (Jemes 1)®

i o A g
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Gevillen im Rhyderiw.l* It appears thas he later
demigsed the Semement to Joh Owen (sen of John Lewis
Owen, of n-m)z'. In 1530/91, moreever, the parsensge
of Llenuwchllyn was demiged by the Orown te %wo
Englishmen - William Typper and Revert Dawe - who im
turn demised it te a Denbighkeghire mem, Thomas Price,

in 1592.3°

1. Jeffreys Jomes, op.cit,,P.231; "Augmentatioms Records",
P.A34, John Itil.t, ‘Hercules Wytheme and Sir Humphrey
Gilbert seem to have been active speculators in Welsh
lands - including the momastic. gro orties. Joehn Welle
waes particularly active. Im 15 9/30 for o_xqglo. he
was assoclated with a certain Henry Beese im the
purchase of lands which had beleriged to the abbey of
Averconway for £1,508. 5. -, (B.G.Jones, op.cit.P.155).
In the same year he received a grant of the reversioa
on a tenement in Helywell, late of Basingwerk.(ibid,
P,199).He also received lands in Anglesey, Brecon and
Cesrnarvenshire. (Jeffreys Jones, op.cit. PP.12,28,
31). In 1595/6 beth John Wells and Hercules Wythame
wore ameng the defendants im am Exchequer case cemcerning
an atte by 8ir Joehm Periet, late attainted of
treayen (ob.in Tower, 1592 - "Bywgreffiadur",P,708), te
defraud the rigitful temant to memastic properties
(Whitland) im Cermarthenshire. Sir rey Gilbert
received lands imn Caernarvenshire amd iam Merionethshire
("Augmentations Records",FP.298,434,443,467), and in
1564/5 received the office of rheglaw of Cermarthem for
thirty years. Ia 1591/2 Johm Wells received a grant eof
the reversien of this office, which he conveyed ia the
ssne year to a eertain Roger Rante,H.M. Receiver-General
f_or J vncomr.c)l.a.:ﬂ“"._’“oeiti .PP.IO?.IOB.].Z?)

2, Jeffreys Jemes, ep.cit. P.23l.

3. ibid, P.234; Rebert Dawe was a servant to this William -
Typper. Thoy received lands im the marches, areund .
Oswestry, and were defendents im en Exchequer case ia

1593/8, brought by the Prevends of the recently created

oblege of Brecen of which, it was claimed, the two

Buglishmen had franduleatly obtaimed a grent frem the

cﬂ“- (l-“s‘.“!..’é‘cit. .”.’o’_' - '70 »2-) ‘
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The evidence set forth avove has, it is heped,
proved dbovo 111 thut the Crowa did not grant nonaltic
lands 1n loriounth-hiro. ismediately after the
Dissolution; to lecal megnates, im order to secure
their adherence to the new policy - or, imdeed, with
any other intent. The very opposite seems to have
occurred with mest of the Oyior lends. The exceptions
prove tho rule - that the lands of the suppressed
monastery were taken over by the Crowa and sold té men
like John Parry and Johm Goodrich. It was only by meny
devius routes that these properties found ;hoir way
through the speculations of the land market to the
hnndi of the local magnate.

These acquisitioms comsolidated the achievement
of the previeus century in expanding the estate. By
the end of the sixteenth century the Namnau eastate had
grown comsiderably. This was indeed fortunate, im view
~of the vest inroads made into their resources by the

many court cases in which theﬁﬂiggfys were 1nrolved.1‘

1. Vide Infrs, Ch. 7.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

1540 - 1623 (111)

"This county was much'b@holding to a Ludwall
vheir prince, who ........... did in a manner frece
this county from wolves. It is my desire, that,
seeing that ill-natured creature is st this day
totally removed out of it, the e ople wholly lay
aside all strife and animosities, and give no

longer occasion to the proverb, 'Homo homini lupus!'."

Thomas Fuller, Merionethshire, in

"The History of the Worthies of England."

L
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Edmund Burke, in his famous speech on
conciliation with America, claimed that whereas
before 1536 the Welsh People "were ferocisus,
restive, savage, and uncultivated; sometimes composed,
never pacified," yet after the Act of Union "the
tumultsy subsided as by a cherm, obedience was restored,
peace, order and civilization followed in the train of

nle The state of Merionethshire under the

liberty.
Tudors cbmplgtely belies Burke's picture. It was not
true that

"Like brethren now, doe Welshmen still agree,

In as much love , as any men alive,"2°

Towards the end of the century, it is true,
dispptes were taken to luow and not solved simply by
force of arms. The litigiousness of the Welsh squire
during the later sixteenth century is itself an

indication of a greater respect for the dus process

1. "The Works of the Right Hon. Edmund Burke", (Bohn
Stendard Library Edition, 1886), Vol.l. P, 4856,
r

2. Thomés Churchysrd, "The Worthiness of Waleg" (1587),
1776 ed., P.2, '
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of law, and the consequent decline of lawlessness,
This was to lead eventually to the happy posifion in
the eighteenth century, when iﬁ could be reported that
"a Highweyman is an Animal of Prey unknown in these

parts."l‘

The opinion of the English officials connected
with Wales during the sixteenth century was far
different. Disorder was rife in Wales for many years
after the'Wafs of the Roses. In the words of the
preamble of the statute 26 Henry ¥111, C.6:

"the People of Wales and the Marches of the
same, not dreading the good end wholesome laws and.
Statutes of this Realm, have of longtime continued
snd persevered in Perpetration” and Commission of.
divers and manifold Thefts, Murthers, Rebellions,
Wilful Burnings of Houses_and other scelerous Deeds
and abominable Malefacts,sss.s. Which v¢.... be 80
rooted and fixed in the same people, that they be
not like to cease, unless some sharp Correction and
Punishment for Redress and Amputation of the Premisses
be providgd; according to the demerits of the Offenderg:"

1. "Sir Thomas Gery Cullum's Tour in Wales 1775", -
"Y Cymmrodor", Vol, 38, P.59,

2. Ivor Bowen, "The Statutes of Wales", P.54.




A4

This was as true of lierionethshire as of the rest
of Wales. As late as 1616 the defendants in g case at
the Exchequer could claim that the ancient crown mill
of Llanegryn was destroyed either in the rebellion of
Owain Glynd@r or in the wars between the houses of
Lancaster and York.l® Merionethshire seems to have been
anong the worst of the Bany trouble-spots in Walesin the
sixteenth century, According to Robert Vaughan, the
antiquary! William ap Jenkyn ap Iorwerth of Dolgelley
was accuseg;wﬁzr that he (without regard had o the
statute of Combartha) had desired of about an hundred
and twenty of hig friends and kindred in Talybont, a

benevolence, who all (as in the said is mentioned) gave

him a bullock or two apeeoe."g'

The situation in Merionethshire ig graphically
described in two letters written by John Puleston,
deputy sheriff of Merionethshire, to Willigm Brereton,
the high sheriff, in 1527.

s MBI, Jeffreys Jones, "Exchequer Proceedings Concerning
Wales In Tempore James Le", Py 236,

2. [Robert Vaughan, "Notes on the louse of Nannsu", Arch,
Canmb, 1883, P,132; T1.P. Ellis,'"Dolgelley and
Lla.nelltyd", P, 81-2,

According to Robert Vaughan, he wag "g younger brother
of -the house of Ynys y maen Gwyn." -
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In the first, dated the 21st. October, Puleston

: reported that during the three weeks in which he held
the Sheriff's Cowrts in Merionethshire, he had"brought
in toward 64 persons, some to the castle of Harlech and
some to Caernarvon, of them that were of sevil demeanour,
and to make rest and Peace within the county." In the
second letter, dated the 12th. November, he reported
that "the gentlemen of the said county were the main-
tainers and comforters of the same misdoers." He had
been able to bring in six or seven of "the most heinous
thieves which were supported by divers gentlemen", and
had put four of them "to execution of hanging". He
hoped eventually "to order the said county as well ;s

any place in Wales,"!®

The same situation was referred to by Bishop
Rowland Lee in a letter to Cranmer ip March 1536.2‘ He
objected to the creation of Welsh Justices of the Peace

since very few Welshmen had more than £10.in land,

. Bdward Owen, "A Catalogue of the MSS. Relating to.
Wales in the British Museun", PP,819-20,

2s W, Rees, "The Union of England and Wales", Cymmr,
" Trans, 1937, P.52; "History of Carmarthen" (ed. J.E,
LlOYd), Vol.l, P, 264,
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"and their discretion is less than their land." He
complained that "there is yet some bearing of thieves
by gentlemen", and that if the statute was passéed,
this practice would increase - "as you may judge by
the demeanour of Merionethshire and Cardiganshire,
for, though they are shire ground, they are as ill as

the worst parts of Wales." .

Nothing provides a more striking illustration
of the lawlessness in Merionethshire than the
activities of the infamous Red Bandits of Mawddwy, who
terrorized the district in the early and middle years
of the sixteenth century. These '"felons and outlaweys
«ess. from the civille warres betweene Yorke and.
Lancaster abounded in ye countrey, and never left
robbing, burning of houses, and murthering of people,
in soe much that being very numerous they did often
drive great droves of cattel sometymes to ye number
of a hundred and more from one countrey to another at
middle day, as in the tyme of warre without feare, shame
pittie or punishment, to the utter undoin of the

poorer sorte."l'

1. Robert Vaughan, "A Pedigree of Baron Qwen", Vide:
Thomas Nicholas,"Annals and Antiquities of tha
Counties and Gounty Families of Wales", Vd,ll ,
P,656; "Powys Fadog'", Vol. V1. P.409,




2%,

Local tradition asserts they weré so feared that "the
inhabitants placed scythes in the chimneys to brevent
these maraudefs from coming down to surprise them in

the night."l' In 1554 Baron Lewis Owen of Llwyn, near
Dolgelley, in his capacity as Sheriff of lierionethshire,
set out to suppress them. He is reputed to have hangeﬁ
between eighty and a hundred of them without trial. In
revenge the survivors of the gang murdered him on the
way to wWelshpool, in a plece which still bears the name

"Llidiert y Barwn", in 1555.2°

Commenting on the lawless state of Merionethshire
at this period, the eighteenth century antiquary and
Great Sessions judge, DaiRes ﬁérrington, wrote that
"It was scarcely ever invaded even by the English, and
the county continued in such a state of barbarity that
all actions arising there might be tried in Caernarvon-
shire or Anglesey (where.there were linglish garrisons)

till a statute of Queen Elizabeth."™*

l. Richard Llwyd, "Topographical Notices to Wynne's
edition of Powell's History of Wales'", P.223.

2. "Bywgraffiadur", P.673; T.P.Ellis, "Dolgelley snd
Llanelltyd", P.82, :

3+ Bdward Owen, "A Catalogue of the MSS. R«lating to
Wales in the British Museun", P.845. The Act was

8 Elizabeth c.20, 1566,
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The "state of barbarity" continued well into
Elizabeth's rsign. The Regisfer of the Council of the
Marches from 1569 - 1591 shows that during Bir Henry
Sidney's years of office, from 1559-1586, the violence
and chronic disorder, which marked Bishop Lee's tern:
of office, had lessened.l' And yet the peace of the
country continued to be broken, and the Register contains
several indictments of the condition of the country.
llerionethshire had a far from savoury meputation .

In 1571 the Council was informed that "there is great
labour and suit in Merionethshire concerning the next
election of Knights of the shire for Perliament, and
danger that by outward signs and tokens of brag a
proper election will be prevented."z' On the 17th,
January 1570, moreover, the Council had been informed
that "the countiss of Cardigan and Montgomery bordering
upon parts of the county of Merioneth, do sometimes
give occasion to offenders in the county of Merioneth

to fly into the said counties, whereby, the Sheriff

l. Rs Flenley, "A Calendar of the Register of the Queen's
Majesty's Council in the Marches 1569-1591", P,11.
. 2 "™, £ v "" [ _I rll._}'_ /r” . (‘i P g
‘ b e Upr' o lrt..(u‘.,.; N e |
2¢ ibid. P, 94, Eﬁ&isﬁmfmiﬁce~o£4RhiwLaa was elected
MePs for lerioneth for the Parliament of April 1571
= WeRe Williams, "The Parlismentary History of the
Frincipality of Wales, 1548 - 1895", P,1i4.
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of Merionethshire not having authority to apprehend the
offenders fpherein, they have escaped punishment,"!*

In 1575 the Council empowered five Commissioners and

the sheriffs of Merioneth angd Montgomery to search
lontgomeryshire for these offenders,and to punish them.z'
The Council had heard that "felonies, thefts and spoils"
had been committed in the two counties and the culprits
allowed to escape. They had been informed, moreover,
that "certain of these offenders wander in secreﬁ places

in those countiesg."

The problem of lawlessness was aggravated by the
social evil of the alehouse. A Tudor Jest Book - "The
merie Tales of Skelton" (1567) - tells of the Welshman
who desired from the King a patent to sell "dryncke,
more drynke, and a great deale of dryncke and .. lytle

crome of breade", or preferably, "all dryncke and no

breade."”* An eighteenth century traveller referred
to "the damn'd bewitching custom of drunkenness!" which

wvas particularly prevalent in Merionethshire.4'

1. Flenley, op.cit. P, 62-3,
2. Flenley, op.cit. P.146.

3« W.J. Hughes, "Wales and the Welsh in English
Literature", P.30, ;

4, "The Torrington Diaries", Vol. 1. ed. Ce.B. Andrews,
P.148,
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The Council of the Marches in 1573 complsgined
of "an excessive number of alehouses" in Wales ag »
whole, '"many being in desert and secret pPlaces, as
woods, commons, waste grovnds and mounteins out of
any high way: and the number is still increasing by
the obtaining of licenses from Justices of the Peaces
who are far away from the affected places and
ignorant of the needs of the locality."l‘ Does this
stricture, one wonders, appl& to the Nanneys? They
certainlf licensed an amazing number of alehouses =
twenty six in Dolgelley alone, a further 8ix in
Nannau,and one at Gwanas - on the 12th. December,
1605,2° Dolgelley, indeed, had a reputation for the
remarkable number of alehouses it contained.,
According to Thomas Fuller, "There are more alehouses
than houses. Tenements are divided into two or more
tippling houses and chimneyless barns used to that

pUrpose."B'

The harmful effects of this super-abundance of
drinking dens were set forth in The Council's report:

1. Flenley, op.cit, P,102,

2+ NoL.W. Additional Peniarth 332A. P.73. (Navney
Account Book).

3+ Thomas Fuller, "The History of the Worthies of
England", ed, Nu‘btall, VO].olll- Po546-
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"oy this felonies are increased, thieves, murderers

and women of light conversation are harboured, rogues o
and vagabonds maintained, whoredom, filthy and detestable
life much frequented, unlawful gemes as Tables, Dice,
Cards, Bowls, Kayles, Quoits, and such like commonly
exerclsed, Bows and Arrows left aside to the great

decay of artillery.and emboldening and encouragement

of the foreign army."l‘

The Recognizance Book kept by the Nanneys from
1599 to 1608 contains several bonds from people "“to
keep an al-house aceording to the orders layed downe";
and on the 29th. March, 1606,a certain Hugh ap Hunffrey
of Mawddwy entered into a recognizance to appear at
the next Sessions to answer a charge "for sellinge of
ale w!bxout lycense."a‘In an undated letter from a
certain David Lewls, who claimed to be Gruffydd
Nanney's brother-in-law, the writer protested against:
an order prohibiting him from selling wine he had
brought from "Coestry" and threatening to close his
house if he disobeyed the indunction.a‘

1e Flenley, Op.cit. P0102"5t

2o H.L. WQ Additional Peniarth 352‘, PP, ?"' 2 76‘ Cefs
T-Jgnea Pierce,"Clenennan Letters and Papers',P,143,
no., 0. '

3¢ NoL.W, Peniarth 327,Pt.1. No.10. I can find no record
of him in the pedigrees. He is not a brother of Elin

gﬁ ffydd Nenney's wife), daughter of John wyn of
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The Justices of the Peace in Merionethshire were
found, in April 1601, to issue two injunctions. one
to the effect that "Non must gell ale without liceunse
upon payne of imprisonment ang twentie shillingsg fyne
except at fayrs onlie and then quart, for a peny",
and another that "Non sellinge gle by lycence must
suffer unlawfullgames within his howse upon psayne

of forfeytinge his Recognisghee,nL+

Any account of the situation in Merionethshire
at this period must take into consideration itg
topography. Its "spired hillsg clustered together

S0 near and so high"a' made it an isolated region,

1, T.C. Mendenhall, "j Merioneth Wage Assessment for
1601", Journal Mer. Higt. Rec, Soce, 1955, P.207,

themselves sold wine. Sir John Wynn, writing

of the fifteenth centur y Gells us "there was no
gent of worthe in the countrey but had g wine
seller of his owne, where wine was sould to his
profitt.n

("History of the Gwydir Family", FP,37-8).

2. John Speed, "4 Prospect of the Most Famous
Parts of the World", (1668)
Cho X. (Unp&ginatedo )
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The roads were few and treacherous. The eaxliest of the
old Merionethshire maps contained in the Nannau - Hengwrt
archives - dated 1578 - does not show & single road in
the county. The next map, made in 1610, shows only one

road. Thomas Dinely, in his account of the officisl
rrogress of the Duke of Besufort through Wales in 1684,
reported that on the Jjourney from Bala to Llwydiarth,
"you are directed by guides by reason of dangerous
boggs in the passage after the precipitous ascents and
descents neer Bala."(2)8uch conditions must have

contributed greatly to the continued Prevalence of

lawlessness in the county.

The state of affairs improved, however, with the
passing of the years. The implicetion of Sir John
dymme's "History of the Gwydir Family"3' was that the
digorder and lawlessness depicted in it, took place in
his grandfather's time - in Henry V1l's reign. 4nd yet

the same spirit was there in Sir John's time, ‘and

l. ?.,P. Ellis, "Merioneth Notes'", - "Y Cymmrodor", Vol.38.

24 "Dhe Account of the Official Progress of His Greace
Henry the First Duke of Beaufort through Wagles in
1684", from the Original MS., of Thomas Dinely, 1888,
P.107,

5+ Probably written before 1592 - Glyn Roberts,
"Biographical Notes", B.B.C.S., 1956, P,49,
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is evident in the litigation in which men like Sir
Jehn himself and his contemporary, Hugh Nanney Hgn,
were involved. The only difference was that there

was a more civilized way of fighting - in the various
courts of law. As Sir William Gerard, a Judge of the
Great Sessions, writing towards the end of the reign
of Henry V111, explained: "the Country growinge to

more Civilitie, Sutes increased.“l'

This litigation was "hard to avoid at a time
when the complex task of fitting the classes of Welsh
tribal society into the procrustean bed of English
iaw was still under way, and when the Welsh squires
s+eo Were flocking to the Inns of Court for a
sufficient smattering of the law to equip them as
landowners and magistrates."®' It was also a time
when the younger sons of these gentry feamilies were
seeking a career at the Bar, and many were successful

in their search.

1. William Gerard, "Discourse on the State of Wales",
"Y Cymmrodor", Vol. 13, P. 149, Appendix to
D. Llenfer Thomas "Further Notes on the Court of

the Marches."
2+ AoH. Dodd, "Studies in Stuart dales", P.4,




It is in this setting that we must consider
the Nanneys' extensive litigation at this period.
The disputes in which they were involved may bhe
divided into five groups = those which vere
settled by private arhitrationl', those taken to
the Court of Great Sessionse', those which went
to the Court of the Council in the Marches,3‘those
tried at the Exchequar?' end, finally, thoge which
found their way to the Court of Star Chamber.”*

A3s

l. Vide Nannau MsS. 48, 53, 86, 87, 88, 170,

2+ Vide P.R.0. St. Ch. 5/N/12/21, £ 1;
Nannau MSS. S?’ 1840 !

3+ Vide Nannau MSS. 146, 220;
N.L.W. Peniarth 410D, No.3,

4. Vide Emyr Gwynne Jones, "Exchequer Proceedings
Concerning Wales, Henry V111 - Elizabeth",
PP.231, 235;

PeRe0. El24/4 (f. 76, 4 Jac, 1l.).

5. Infra, PP, 238-235;
the Nanneys were also involved in cases at
the Court of Augmentations -
Vide Supra, Ch. 5, P.t§8,n.I.
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It was to the Court of Staer Chamber thas most of
the cases in the feud between the Nanneys and the
Owens of Llwyn were eventually taken. More than one
thousand Welsh suits were taken to this court in the
reign of Elizabethl‘,‘many of them the result of "the
pernicious sixteenth-century habit of briaging cross-
actiong, " Oq%hese, legs than half contain the
evidence of witnesses, and as the verdicts of bhe
court are mostly missing it is only by a judicious
reading of these witnesses'rdepositions that we can
arrive at the approximate truth. Not much reliance
can be placed on the partisan, sensationsl, repetitive
Bills of Complaint, Replications, Rejoinders, Rebuttals
and Surrejoinders, with their attorney's jargon and
their stereotyped accusations snd counter~accusations.3°
Fortunately most of the Star Chamber cases in which
the Nanneys were involved contsin the depositions of
witnesses, which enable us to Judge in some measure the

veracity of the Bill of Complaint,

l. Ifan ap Owen Edwards,"Star Chamber Proceedings
Relating ‘to wales", Introduction,P.V. Only fifty
cases came from Merionethshire.(P.H, Willisms, "The

" Star Chamber and the Council in the Marches of Wales

1558 -~ 1603", B.B.C.S. 1956,P.297), presumebly because
of the great distances involved (c.f. the comparetive
desrth of cases from the extreme North of England =
ibid, P,284

2. P.H.William8, op.cit., P.292.

3. ibid, P,289.
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Between 1594 and 1615 the Nanneys were engaged
in a long and bitter feud with an opposing faction
of Merionethshire gentlemen led by the sons and
grandsons of the murdered Baron Lewis Owen.l' The
leading members of the Owen faction included, at
various times, John Lewis Owen of Llwyn and his
sons (Lewis Owen, John Owen and Henry Owen),

Edward Owen of Hengwrt and his son Robert, their
brother-in-law, John ap Humphrey and his two sons
(Robert and Edward), Robert Simon Owen and his
brother Lewis Simon Owen. They were joined at times
- by Rowland ap Klisse of Rhiwaedog, Richard Nanney,
son of David Nanney (the second son of Richard
Nanney of Cefndeuddwr), and. Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd

of Hafodunos,2*

Most of these had some experience, as defendants,
of Star Cheamber proceedings. dJohn Lewis Owen was
accused in 1597/8 of several migdemeanours in office,
28 Deputy Lieutenant and Justice of the Peagce,
including the embezzlement of £1,000 worth of armour

a% Harlech castle.5' Ve know'that Rowland ap Elisse

1. Vide Pedigree Chart, P.31I,
2. Vide Pedigree Ohart,PP.370,3v,
3. Fdwards, "Star Chamber Proceedings", P,90.




was arrested on a writ of deby from the Court of

Common Pleas, He was, it appears, layor of Bala,
end was accused in 1592/3 of forcing the burgesses
of the town to return him to his office annually,
thereby gaining great wealth. In 1600/1 he kas
accused bf several crimes, including one of forcible
entry into lands in "Gwernevell" and stealing
evidence relating to it from the of%ice of the
Pronotary for North Wales at Gaernarvon.l‘ In the
early years of James 1l's reign both Rusland ap
Elisse and Richard Nanney (who also hed a writ of
outlawry directed against him) were accuged of
-murdering a certain David ap John Llewelyn ap Rees
at Mawddwy. 2"

Hugh Nanney Hen himself had some experience
of Star Chamber practice before the feud "officially"
opened. In 1590 he and Robert bloyd of Rhiwgoch
were accused of forcibly preventing the execution of

& Commission of Survey awarded out of the Exchaquer

A3s

1. Edwards,"Star Chamber Proceedings",
PP. 88, 89. 90| 92. 930 .

2. ibid., P, 186.
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to inquire into the rights of various Parties upon

Ffridd Prysorl'.

The origins of the feud are obscurs. Robert
Owen of Dolserau®* claimed it was the outcome‘of a
dispute over lands between Edward Owen of Hengwrt and
Hugh Nanney H@n.3' It has been suggested that the
feud began with the election in 1593 of Gruffydd
Nanney as M.P. fof Merioneth in place of John Lewis
Owen of Llwyn.“‘ It is probable, too, that each
faction "thought the other wsas presuming too much in
claiming to be the exclusive arbiter of Dolgelley
1ife."”* John Lewis Owen, indeed, claimed in 1606/7
to have obtained a demise from the Crown of the
town of Dolgelley and the surrounding wastes and
commons during the three annual fairs and the weekly

markets.®* T.P, Ellis stetes that the feud "was the

1. P.R.0s St.Che5/W/79/14. Robert Lloyd of Rhiwgoch
was M.P, for Merioneth in 1586 and 1614 (W,.R.
Williams, "Parliamentary History",PP,114-5), and
Sheriff in 1595/6, 1601/2 and 1614/5. (P.R.OQ.
List of Sheriffs, P.260).

2+ Vide Pedigree Chart, P.371.

.30 P.R‘OOO StOCh. S/N/lz/al’ f.9-

4s Dr. Thomas Richards, "Bywgraffiadur", P,640,

5. T.P, Ellig, "Dolgelley and Llenelltyd", P,82.,

6. Jeffreys Jones, "Exchequer Procesdings"(James 1) P.224.,
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direct cause of a long and bitterly waged feud hetween
the inhabitants of Dolgelley and Llanfachreth, which
continued well into the XV11lth. century."ts

The first of the major lawsuits in the Nanney-
Owen feud concerned a tenement called Tyddyn Bach in
the township of Garthmaelan, containing forty acres.a‘
Ou the lst. May, 1594, Gruffydd Nanney complained that
on the previous 4th., March, John Lewis Owen of Llwyn
with an unruly band of followers went at ten o'clock
at night to the complainent's tenement called. Tyddyn
Bach. Once there, at John Lewis Owen's instigation,
they "not onely expelled diseised and put out yor
sayd subiect from the quiet possession thereof But also
brake and threwe downe the inclosure of yor subiects
sayd tenement beinge a stone wall of two yardes heigh,"
In addition, the defenﬁant "gave strayght charge.....
%o the sayd unruly company@e...... to quarrell sett
wppon and fight wtha any person or persons whiche

should resiste or gaynsaye them in theire pretended

| F—

l. 1,P, Bllis, op.cit. P.83, "Dreams and Memories",
P.20; Llwyn lies within the parish of Dolgelley
and Nannau is situated in Llanfachreth.,

2. P.R;o.'St.ch. 5/8/10/34, S/R/6/34, S/N/13/24.,
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misdemeano nrg,." Consequently, Gruffydd Nenney maintained, -
they "have comitted most notorious heynous and unlawfull

routs, Riots and misdemeano. rsg."

The "unruly companye" included, among others,
John Lewis Owen, his threesons - Lewis Owen, John Owen

and Henry Owen-and his nephew Robert Owen of Hengwrt.

To this Bill of Complaint, John Lewis Owen replied
that it had beeﬁtzgggay out of malice and "of purpose
to putt this deff. to Needles chardge and expence in
Lawe", and that it contained insufficient evidence., In
any case, he adds, he is not guilty of the charges. |
He claimed, moreover, that the case should have been
taken to the Court of the Marches, as indeed it was later
in 1602, especially since the Star Chamber "never usetn
to hold plea for wrongfull disseisins or forcible entryes
Without some hurte or viot comitted uppon some person
or persons", and the complalnant has failed to show any
such hurt or rioct. In gddition to these technicalities,
they claim as an extenuating circumstance, that Tyddyn
Bach "is g domen and wast ground belonging to the
féeeholdera and inhsbitants of dolgelley and Garthmaelan,"
When Gruffydd Nanney enclosed this supposed common, Lewis

Owen and John Owen, two of John Lewis Owen's sons,
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"foresawe what future providence would happen to them
to suffer the said waste to be incloged", and therefore
went without weapons, at the time specified in the

Bill of Complaint, and "in quiet maner without hurte

or harme offered to any person livinge cast downe

the sayd inclosures as they thinke they might lawfully
and Rightefully doe."

Wwe do not know the vérdict in this case, but it
seems that the matter did not rest here¢. In 1602 a
case concerning Tyddyn Bach was opened at the Court
of the Council of the lMarches by Gruffydd Nanney
against John Lewié Owen and Lewis Owen. Theq&nly
extant documents relating to this case are the
depositions of eleven witnesses produced presumably
by Gruffydd-Nanney and taeken at the Parish Church of

Dolgelley on the 26th. August, 1602.1‘ The case geems
to have been concerned with the questién of the owner-

ship of Tyddyn Bach.

The eleven witnesses all sgree as to the owner-

ship of the tenement - that a certain Catherine werch

1. Nannau MsS,220.
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Williem Jenkin once owned the land but that she hed ‘
leased it to John Lewis Owen and hisg father, for which
they paid a yearly rent. On Catherine's death the
tenement went, with other lands, to her son Thomas
Goch ap Richard who continued to receive an annual
rent from the Owens. This is supported by the
evidence of all the witnesses, including the actual
"rent-collector", Gruffydd ap Meurig of Llanfachreth,
to whom John Owen "gbouts sixteene yeares last past,
did pay eight groates to the hands of this deponent,
%o be by him delivered to the said Thomas ap Richard
as rent of the said Lands invarrience...... And saieth
that he was purposlie sent by the said John Qwen for
the said rent." This is supported also by the
evidence of Tudur Vaughan, "the Queenes Baylief within

the Comott of Talpont."

Thomas Goch ap Richard's son, William, was
associated with him in the ownership of the tenement.
Thig William Thomas ap Richard so0ld the tenement to
Thonas Fletcher of Bangor; He in turn sold the land
to Gruffydd Nannsy in‘&ggg, Jth Vaughan of Caergai

""Was present as & witness" when Fletcher sold the
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tenement, and, as Fletcher's attorney, delivered

livery and seisin to Gruffydd Nanney.l'

The facts seem to be well proven, and the Owens
must have realized that they would be. Their defence
seems to have rested, therefore, on the argument that
Tyddyn Bach was common ground and could not have been
the property of Catherine and her heirs, or, indeed,
of eny single individual, If anyone did in fact
possess any particular rights to the land, it must
have been John Lewis Owen, in whose occupation it
was = invoking the old adage that possession is nine

tenths of the law,

No title-deed is produced to prove Catherine's
right to the ownership of the lands, although several
of the witnesses refer to a lease which John Owen
received of the tenement.,2* All the witnesses clein
that the land was never common ground, but that John

Lewis Qwen, who '"held the same by lease...... did

l.Nannau M8,220. This is supported by the actual deed
of sale (Nannau MS.181), which also states that the
tenement was lately in the occupation of John Lewis
Owen. John Vaughan of Caergal was Hugh Nanney Hén's
son-in-law, (Griffith, P.3,)

2eA note, dated 1601, kept by Gruffydd Nemney includes a
reference to a lease to Lewis ap Owen on Tyddyn Bach =
Nanngu MS.215. ;
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for want of enclosing same, suffer Jt to lie open, that
the neighbours Cattell might depasture and goe at

pPleasure to the same."l'

The feud between thefamilies was carried a stage
further when Hugh Nanney Han presented a Bill of
Complaint in the Star Chamber, on the 9th. June, 1602,
against Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd, J.P., of Hafodunos, and
Ellis Bavid ap Thomas, gent., of Llanddarfel.a‘ It wag
alleged that they had committed perjury by acquitting
those responsible for the murder of a certsin Edward
ap Daviq] a "servant in lyvery" to Hugh Nanney Hsn.j'
The murder took the form of a combined assault by
Robert Owen (or Robert Edward Owen) of Hengwrt, Robert

Simon Owen and Lewis Simon Owen, John Ep

1. Nannau MS.220, Evidence of Jenkin ap John,

e PuR.0s8%.Che5/N/12/21,f.1. Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd was
one of the Commissioners sent from the Exchequer in
1590 to inquire into the rights of parties on Ffridd

- Prysor (Vide Supra P.a3S) He was also a witness for
Hugh Nanney Hen in the Penrhos Common case (Vide infra
PoGlfl.), and was a member of the Commission sent from
the Exchequer in 1608 to inguire into the spoil of
the Penrhos woods (vide infra P.d83%). In 1597/8 he-
had been accused in the Star 6hamber of certain
misdemeanours in a trial for murder, in which he
returned a partial jury, for a bribe of £20. (Bdwards,

"Star Chember Proceedings", P.64).
3, Nannau) Ms.11690 Y
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Humphreyl'

and his two sons (Robert and Edward) and a
certain Dgvid ap Robert., It appears they bore "intestine
malige and mortall hatred" to Edward ap David because he
"had begotten woh Child one Ursula the Cossen germaine

of him the said Robert Owen and for diverse yesare

th her incontinentlie, "¢ This Ursula was, it

lived w
seems, a8 daughter of John ap HUmphrey?’ and the outraged
relatives and friends took their revenge on the 24th,

June 1691 at Dolgelley.

The story of what happened in Dolgelley on that
fateful Midsummer Day was told by several eye~-witnesses
when the case was tried at the Great Sessions later

that year,

One of these witnesses, John ap Howel ap Owen of
Llanfachreth?' wes standing with a certain John Lewis
by Dolgelley Churchyard. This John Lewis pointed to a

group of men coming towards them from the upper end of

l. Elsewhere described as John ap Humphrgy ap lvan ap
Gyto §P.R.0. St.Ch, 5/P/29/18). 1In his evidence,
Gruffydd Nanney stated that Hugh Owen of Cae'r
berllan was an uncle to Robert and Edward, the two
30ns of John ap Humphrey, i.e. their mother's brother.
(P.R.o5 $t.Ch.5/N/12/21,£.18; Vide Pedigree Chart
Po374.).

2s P.R.,0, 8t.Ch, 5/N/12/21, f.1.

3. ibid, f.8.

4, ivid, f.6.
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the town. These were Lewis Simon Owen and his brother
Robert, Robert Owen of Hengwrt,and Edward . and Robert
ap John ap Humphrey. John Lewis then turned to John
ap Howel ap Owen and said, "looke yonder is an
intemcon wch he in the Welch tounge termed Burt
(Bwriad?) to Edward ap david", and told him to go and
warn him. He did not have the opportunity to wgrn
him, however, but sent another - Robert ap Edward -

in his place.

This Robert ap Edward himself gave evidence later
at the Great Sessions.l* He was charged by John
ap Howel ap Owen tg 80 and warn Edward ap David "for
that he was like to be sett upon by John ap humffreys
somnes". When he conveyed his message, Edward ap
David "made light account" of it, and went to & house
kept by a certain Rhys Wyn, called "y plac', Here,
however, "one MT©S Elyn Bodvell wief to lewes owen
esquier wag",2° She "tould the said Edward that he
Was a vylen because he cam ther, knowinge what evill
Will and malice was borne towards him." So Edward

turned awé& and went with Edward Nanney, one of Hugh

1.P.R.0. St.Ch. 5/N/12/21, £f 5,9, ,

2.Lewis Owen, first son of John Lewis Owen, married
Elin, d. of Hugh Gwyn of Bodfel - Griffith, P.363,
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Nenney's sons, "to a greene neere the said towne, wher
certene gentlemen did playe at boules.” The witness
then saw Robert ap John ap Humphrey "goeainge towards
the said greene and sawe him throwe downe his clocke
and takinge hould in the handle of his sworde, whereupon
(this deponent knowinge his intemcon) did call as loude
as he could to the said Edward to bidd him looke to
himgelf." Then he went to "seeke some thinge in his
handes Yo keepe peace." When he returned to the green
"he saw the sald Edward sore wounded all beespread wth
- wounds the said Edward wthin feive

bloud,es.... of w°

daies after dyed."

The story of what happened while Robert ap Edward
Va8 avay from the green was given by the other eye-

2+ Williem ap Edward of Llanfechreth was

witnesses.
standing by the green called "Y Marian" with Edward ap
David,and "Edward ap John ap humffrey did likwise stand
at the ende of a boullinge allay ther". This Edward ap
John ap Humphrey "was pumposelie sent to the said greene
by the rest of the company to begin to quarrell wth the

said Edward ap David."

l. P.R.0. 8t.Ch,5/N/12/21, ££. 8,16.
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This he did, and

"drewe out a dagger and havinge a Cudgell in the
ovher hand saied unto the saied Edward ap David, Vylaine
what doest thou here and therupon the said Robk,
Zdward Owen did drawe his sword and did stricke at the
said Edward ap David ii or iii blowes, #ho wonded the
same, And the said Robt ap John ap humffrey havinge
a two edged sword in his hsand did stricke the said
Edward ap David upon the heade and the said Edward ap
David then turninge towardes the said Robt ap John
ap humffrey was againe stricken upon the head with a
sword either by the said Robt. Edward Owen or Robt.
Symon Owen because they both stroke at him at once,
therfore he knowes not whither of theime gave hin
that blowe.... And.... David ap rnobt. did stricke
the said lidward ap David with a staffe upon the head

presentlie after the other blowes.

#hen he heard of the murder, Hugh Nanney, as a
Justice of the Peace, issued warrants for the arrest
of those responsible "to ebide the iust triall of

the 1awe.“l‘

1. P.R.0. 8t.Ch. 5/N/12/21, f£.1.
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He ordered Owen ap Richard, one of the Coroners of
ierionethshire,"to proceade wthout deaie tc the
impanellinge of a substantiall inquest of free holders....
to enquire of the death of him the said Edward ap David

upon the viewe of the bodig.'l®

The case followed the due legal processes. Owen ap
Richard impanelled his Jury, and the murderers were
indicted in August 1601 “that they ...... did of there fore
thought and perported malice......Cruellie and wilfullie
nmurder him the said Edward ap David.™ Then, on this
indictment, two of them - Robert Owen of Hengwrt and
David ap Robert - were arrsigned at the Great Sessions

at Bala in 1601,

For their trial a jury Gas impanelled, which
included Henry ap Ieuan Lloyd and Ellis David ap Thomas.
Hugh Nenney claimed, in his Bill of Complaint to the Star
Chamber in June 1602, that the evidence presented to the

Jury at this Great Sessions trial of the previocus year ;

1. On the 7th. July 1601 a certain Sir Thomas Jones of
" Abermorlais addressed an appesl to Hugh Nanney Hen on
behelf of "my friends and kinsmen Edward Owen (of
Hengwrt) and his sonne".(N.L.W. Peniarth 327, no.5.)
= Vide Appendix P.32! ; and P.322 for Hugh Nanney's

reply. (Nennau MS.1166). c.f. lafra Appendiy w, ?.344,
whan EJH.\FJ Owen and aq carbain Williaw Owen went smd! for

hgv:d ap golurf' e l60] b¢f°,‘ Gruffxnh‘ Nanncj ' T, P...



