In a Star Chember case, moreover, begum an the 28 May
1606 Hugh Nensey and Gruffydd Nenmey were sccused, with
others, all Justiees of the Pesee, im a Bill presented
vy David Nanmey, of misconduct in their office.)® The
first referense we have to amy of the Nanneys actually
serving in this cepacity is the enrolment at the court
of Hugh Menney, Bsq., Justice of the Peace, of a
relesse by John Powys to David Lloyd ap Hoel ap Ithel,
dated 14 July 1569.2° An extent Recognisance Book

for 1601=5 depicts Gruffydd Nemney end his father,

Hugh Nenney Hén in their cepacity es Juéticon of the
Po_u‘eo3 °y taking recognisences, and an§m licences

to mo fewer tham thirty three persons who were "allowed
to sell ale in Talybont Uwchoregensu and bound to keep
good order.” It should be moted that twenty seven of

S0,

10 P.n.o. ROOhO 8/221/34- '1‘. m"| Oh. 7. P.%‘l’l-..
David Nenney was a som of Richard Nenney of
OQW, Ilu.h Nanney Hén's umcle -

2. Nannew MS.921.

3. ¢.£. 2.H, Loewis, "The Justiee of the Peace in
Walées®, Cymmr. Trans. 1983=4, P,1283 "In the
sixteonth and seventeenth ceaturies the presence
of both father and som in the Oo-:l.uion was @

froquent ocourrense.”



th:ou alehouses were im Dolgelley eandthat the phrase
"to keep good order® is underlined.!* In 1601 Grurfyad
Nenney was ome of three Meriomethshire Justices of the.
Pease who issued en edit st Bala which included
regulations for “alehowses and unlewfull gemes" and

the assessment of the rates of pey for artificers and

lgbouron.a’

It may be of interest to note here that the first
extent Merioneth Quarter Sessions ncomz‘m preserved
in the Nennau family pspers. On 11 May 1549 en order
from the Merioneth Quarter Sessions bound over a
certein Maud ferch Bvan sp Griffith, late of Llwyngwril,
and Williem ep John ap Evan &p Rhys, of the same, to
sppear at the Great Sessions to. ve held at Dolgelley
on the 30 July to answer a charge of forcible entry
into a tenement belonging to Gruffydd Nenney, called
Tyddyn y Gors in Liwyaguril. *¥°In the following yoor

151, »

1, KL, Additions) Peniarth 332A - Vide Appendix 111
oobbel.

2, 7.C. Mondenhall, "A Merioneth Wage Assessment for
]3‘01.‘" Jourill m.m.‘.‘-moil”s. P.,208.

3. Hugh J.Owen,"Nerioneth Quarter Sessions Oowrt Rolls
mhlmu W@.nmn Mer.Hist. Rec.800.
Vol.l.,1949=51, -2.10).

4, Nemngu MS.61.
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e writ was directed to the Sheriff of Merioneth %0
inquire whether Williem sp Johs sp Bven ap Rhys, yeomen,
and Meud, the wife of Ieusn ep Gruffydd, with others,
%ook forcidle possession of Tyddya Goragenol in
llwyngwril from Gruffydd Wya (1.e. Gruffydd Nemasy) on
the 20 May & Edward Rawerd V1 (1550) contrary to the

torms of a statute passed im 8 Henry u.1°

The femily produced only ome Member of Perlisment
during this period. Gruffydd Nenney was elected to the
Parligment suamoned to meet im February 1593, and which
was dissolved im the April of the same :o.u'.a‘ This
sene Gruffydd Menney wes ome of the several Merioneth-
shire gentlemen appointed by the Queen's werrant dated
the 23 July 1595 to levy three lay aubolun according
$o an act pessed in the Parliemest of 1593 3 pimally,
on 20 Degember 1617 qun Oonton. Barl of Nerthespton,
newly oreated Lord Lieutenant of Wales, eresated ll.h
Nanney Hion his Deputy Lieutemant for lorioum

i, Nanngu MS. 648,

2. WeRo luli.m. “The . Parnmt y Histo: ot the
P:Mpanty ‘of Wales, 1581 - w, Pl

3, Nennam MS. 191.
4, N.L.W, Peniarth Deods uss. nsuslm. um.

H andsen 1628 -
l.:_n: ”-_m:” s
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All this, of ceurse, imvolved the Nanneys, like
their fellows, in the great expense of living wp to
their social position. It eppears that tho heavy
mortgeges incurred by the Henneys with Biy hm
Myddleton were She result mos of "keeping Up & style
of 1iviag beyond their estates" * but chiefly of the
almost ruinous litigation involved im the femily feud
with the descendants of Beron Owen.  Neither was this
a new style of living. We have seen that Nennsu had
a great reputation among the bards for the lavish
hospitality meted out in its hall. ZThis pecularly
Wolsh $radition was meinteined in the Tudor peried -
it must, if anything, have been the more sedulously
cultivated. Bdwaerd Jones, "Bardd y Breamin" (1752 -
1828)2° states that "Yn yr hen blas ya Nennau ir
oedd lle wedi weithio ar waith ffenestr ym mur y
neusdd oddj fewn 1lle y byddei'r Brenhinferdd ya eiste
neu'r Cyff Cler."’°* This refers presumsbly to the
mension built by Hugh Wenney Hém, sinee a new house wes
built during Bdward Jones's lifetime by Bir Robert
Williems Vaughen (1768-1843) .%* Nemiau is reputed %o

l. A.H. Dodd, op.cit. P.3.
2. "Byvptfﬁulu'" P.429.
3. NL.W, Bir -Tohn Williems MS.111B. Part 11, 20.

8,. "Bywgraffiedur®, P.640.
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have hed the lest of the Welsh heusehold bards - John
Davies of Penllys, alies Siem Defydd Las, who died ia
1694, having collected the works of the bards who hed
sung the praises of Nannau and Corsygedel during the
past three hundred yesrs.!® Durimg the late sixteeath
andearly seventeenth centuries there seems to have been
some rivalry between two brothers - Siem Phylip (1543 -
1620) end Richerd Phylip - for precedence at Nannau.
The controversy, expressed im several “cywyddeu ymryson",
concerned Sion's attempt to oust his younger brother
Richard from his position of "bardd teulu” at Nemnsu -
“Nenns 1le glen a'n eim gwled (Sion Fhylip). Sion's
attempt to displace his brother failed, it seems:

B fynnai Sion £'ennos 1

0 lenerch yr heeliemicccccoee

Er i ddrygen'r ddarogen

A'l athrotl goeth euraid gan

Af 1 Nennsu fan enwawg

¥i wna® 19 hynt o Nemnaw shavg."

(Richard Pnylip)?*

1. W num" r. B.D. scite P,
7.0 Morriee n’i- "332&2‘.‘.& c...ii-,
P.265; M.D.W. num us. 165,

2. :Iinut- Ik, hvir;‘ zsgid.dh-dm = A Burvey
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The bards were impressed, above all, by the new
meansion built at Nennau by Hugh Nemsey Hén. Tha$ the
Tudor peried was indeed the Age of the Gentry is proved
by the mumber of Blisebethen mansien houses which are
still to be found throughout the country. lorlmﬂuli“
ni 20 exception - new houses were dbuilt during this
poriod at Nemnau, at Hongwrt, et Ilwym and st Gserynweh.'*
The poets went into ecstasies over the now house at
Nennsu, eand were sstonished that it hul been pessible to
build such @ house in view of Hugh Nenney‘'s other
commitments, especislly the provision for his five
deughters and the vest sums expended im law suits. Their
views are perhsps best summed wp by Richerd Oynwals

“"er hwylio llawer helynt,

ac or y gost ym Lloegr gynt,

gwellhauw y Nenneu o wageth

a didlawd edeiladaesth.?"
The ewther of em “englym pan ydoedd ym dechre bildie
Twr Nennew” (in the Red Book of Nenaey) commented
thus om the prosperity sigaified by the new mensions

1. 2.P. Bliis, Dolgelley and Llaielltyd”, P.es.
2. B.D. Jomes, opecit.,Psll. - \
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“Dechreusd Adeilsd er dir Nenman
oedd unionnwasd siecir

drwy ffynient y Gerffenamir
Y benma Gorseddfa’r 8ir." As

The features of the new house which most
impressed the various poets were the height of the
house, its chimmsys, the amguler roofs, the long
staircese, its hundred lofts, the sixty doors, the
vhitewashed clock-tower with three hundred steps, the
oak roofs covered with slates and lead, the skilful
carving of saddle pommels on the ridges of the roofs,
the glass, the hall, the parlours, the chambers amd
portals, and, of course, the cellarss

“seleri is ei lorian

yestor gwin is deear gau."

(Sien Phylip)?:

This, however, was but the outward show. The
substance bebind it lay in the effective management of
the taiily"cntntol. It may havo boqn ninlﬁq; for a

1o NoLoW. Mostym MS.148, P.71.
2, B.D. Jomes, ep.cit. P.13.
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femily‘'s wealth to have been feunded mainly ea lamd -
but there cem be mo other explanstion ia this case.

Only one of the younger sons, es far as is hon. wes
engeged in trede - Nobout Nemnoy, a son of Hugh Nanney
Hen, who went to Lendon where he bocm a grocer. 1.
There seems to have beemn no mloiﬂﬂ.qﬁ of any mineral
wealth on the estates. There were deposits of irom ore
in the district, and, of course, great quentities of
timber for meking charcesl. As nry as 1391 she monks
of Cymer Abbey possessed an iron forge somewhere in the
noi.ghbourhood of Trawsfyaydd. 2. he Queker irommaster,
Darby of Coalbrookdale, was smelting the irom ore of
Cedeor Idris in a 1little furnace at Dolgua, near Dolgelley,
in 1715.7° Much of this chercosl-mede irsn was sold by
the iron masters at their own premises im the form of
bars. The bars were eventually mede up dy the losal
blacksmiths imto the neils, hinges, and latches required
by the building trede and imto all kinds of agricultural
implements and Sools.**

) B8 .m Mss. "“53“0
2 PiRo0. Min. Asc. 806/1203/2.

3. A.H: Dodd, "The Industrial Revolution in North lulu.
2nd, out{on. ».25.

% A8, g:v:l "The Charcoal Iream Illuw of l'omlnd"
11. 1939. P.31.
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The ene oscssion oa which Bogh Hanney Hén sought "

to emrich himself by exploiting the nuux wealth of
the district imvolved him im Both mqur end Star
Chember ceses, two years im the Fleet prisea emd a
£ine of £1,500, which was eventually reduced to £800.
It so heppened that the llll,.l‘ comeerned ~ Penrhos
Common - did mot belong to him, Dut were reputed to
belong to the Quesn as part of the Forest of Smowdom.

1.

1. Vide Infra, Gh. 7. P,2Li6f. , for am account of
this Penrhes Common cese. A similar imstanece, in
which the .eulprit was Neaney Efn's father,
Gruffydd Wym, is recorded in tlie proces of
the Cours of Augmentations (undated) whea was
accused of the spoil of certaim woods lately
belonging to the Abbey of Cymer im the parishes
of Llanfachreth and Dolgelley, imeludiag four
hundred osks, felled . ,o,u:rigd_ eway, and timber
and wood $o the velue of 83 6, 8.,in eddition to
twenty four osks and woods $o the velue of £8. and
84, belonging‘to the Abbey of Odnway im.the parish
of Hglwysfach. plaintiff, a eertain Ri
ap Herry, gent., _c‘m}lc,hqd--ﬂ'ut Gruffydd ,
and two of his brothers cut down good oek ¢ r
and sold the bark, and were ceatimuing %o cut
down other timber tops a little sbeve the
"aryddell”, and “"so centimually they do -iou
het within o mile or $we you shall mot £
whole treé¢ tep, Vo the King's loss” - B.A. Lewis
end Conwvway -niviu_. “Records of the Oourt of
Augmentations®”, P.12%. ‘
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The wooded velleys of Wales, with their sbumdant water
power, were ,o'itt;’cih spots for irom forges.l® Femrhos
Gommon was situsted in swch & position - on the Woeded
castera slopes of the o.-.um valley, just below the
point where the three rivers, Mawddech, Bden end Gemlen
join, and bordered to the east by a triButary stresm.®’

It was at this peried, mereover, that the Welsh
velleys (especially in Glemorgan end Memmouthshire) were
being exploited by men like Richerd Hambury, Anthomy
Morley end Bdward Mathews.”® The reiga of Elissbeth sew
the passing of several acts against deforestation. By
the sixteenth century the emclosures andthe demends of
industry (perticularly of the irom industry) for fuel had
brought about a shortege of timber trees that seemed
likely to hemper shipbuilding and so threaten national
security. A series ot acts between 1543 and 1585 ,by
prohibiting the cutting of timber trees for fuel withinm
certain specified limite, sought to arrest the progreds
of the irom imdustry inm older greas such as the Weesld,

Mk,

" 1. A8 llviu. op.cl.t. P.31.
2. Ordmense Survey, 1" Mep of Geest Britein, Sheet 116 =

Dolgelley Arn, 1953.

30 ;;n Bowen Themas, "Braslun o Hames Beonomeidd Cymru"




téo

which was the natural eentxe of eannon<founding im
Englend.!* Consequently, “"as the humger for fusl
increesed irenmasSers were forced to migrate imnto more
remote lands; salvation could be found only im solitude,
end the industry of smelting ead refining wes literally
fleeing to the wilderness to escape do;motion."z‘ ‘

It -trmficu‘p ‘that between the 1 March 1588 and
the 23 Merch 1594, Hugh Wenney Hen amd his som,
Gruffydd Nenney,sold ten thousand oak trees to two
Englishmen - John Saith and Williem Dale. They, in
turn, converted the trees to charcoal amd built am
Ironworks nearby. The evidence of a certaim Richard
Nayler ¢f the parish of Wellington, Salop, a cerpenter,
is particularly valusble.’® He stated that the woods
were sold ¢o John Samith, gent., by Gruffydd Nemney,
"together wth eoﬁtnm other woodes where the tymber
for the buyldings of the Iron wosrks was to be had."

l. 2.8, hht'on."iron--'al"ilﬁpol in the Industrial
Revolutien®, (2ad. edition) PP, 5 - 9.

2. ivid, PelS5.
3¢ PuReO. 8%, Oh. 8/223/17.
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'He claims thet the use of the trees growiag on Pearlios
for charcosl was mot really en ecopsiic propositiom.

In faet it "became to be verie Cheigedle im regerd

the seme trees did growe upon suche hills end Roackie
places that it wes hard $o earie the seme to an eves.
grounde Where it might be coaled.” Moreover, “he doth
kmowe of his owne knowledge there went toward the
erectinge of the Irom works....:. abouts ome hundred
and fiftie Tunmes of Tymber, whereof there was not
founde three Tunnes in all of Tymber in the saide

Woode of Benrhos towardes the said worke soe that they
were driven to fetch the tymber for the said works from
a further place then the saide Benrhos.” The information
laid by this Richard Nayler is velusble because he "was
the cheiffe Oarpenter that wroght the saide Iron Workes
beinge heyred amd brought %o that countrey for that
purpose by the said John Saith out of Shrobshire.”

John Smith himself corroborates this im his
evidence, in which he stated that he, Dale and their
vorkmen squared the tiees on Penrhos to see if they
wore of ey use ia building the Irom Mill. They
diac;v.rqd,thqy were useless for this purpose, amd
thereuwpen took “all or verye aeare anmwlborthu
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yaployed ia the seme. works vppon- the othornm or
grounds that this Doput hed bowght w tho ssyed
Benrhos.” It would mo qppnr that the Irom Mill
wes not built on Penrhos Commoa itself, dut that
“the sd Benrhos was the mexte wood sdioyming wunto
the sd Irom Mill."l

If skilled lebour - like that of Richard Nayler -
wes brought im from Eagland, loeal labour wes used for
cutting the trees2® - mem like John ep Howsl David ap
Owen, labourer, of Llanfachreth, who deposed that he
“was hired for ome day to fell or Cute downe some of
the said trees of Benrhose after the rate of half
peny the tree upon his cwne meate and drimke amd
saieth that w'™n that daye he dyd falle end Cutt
downe the Nomber of eight and twenty Oskes," and
righteously addeds "mot choosing the lesser oaks to
be Cutt but tekinge them as they hepened to be nexs

to hym.">*

lc PoRcOo .to Oho s/wll'?'

¢.2. A.H. D.M, "Studies in Stuart 'lhl".P.ZO-

m early industries "ereated mo new clagses of
espitalists or lebourers; for the espitalist was

usuallyeo.... the owner of the soil.... and the

labeurer, spart frem a £ skilled men

and selme toml hbm: w asant who
gave only pers of his time o M‘zr

50 Po_l.Oi “0“0 '/mn"
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As for the sociel eensequences, many Witmesses
for the prosecutiom, themselves simply yeomen, speke
of "'thi great hluormo of a mn mbdr of poere
people which dwelled abouss the saied Omn.l v
Comons lay very Cosveniemtly for the said Countrey
and that the spoyle of the seme woods grieved the
Countrey next edioyminge very much end murmured at
the saide speile in zespect a great mumber of the said
trees was exsellent good for latts shoovels ears and
other necessaries for husbandrie and some of the saide

trees are £itt for firewoed."l* Ome witness cleimed

‘to have heerd “diverse of the poore neighbours

adioyninge to the said Comons oftentimes Curse the
said Nenneys for outtinge the seid wood downe ,#2°

The Nenneys must have been "mere g'utr:""". that
is merely lend-owning. Whether it is legitimate to

subdivide the gentry iato lendowners amd office-helders

is doudtful. The Nenméys held county offices but
derived their wealth and position maimly frem land.

163

== =

p 5 P.R.O. 8%.0kh. /1 !o.ﬁlﬂv of M
Bdward of na:plmtﬂ?‘m il

2. ibid. Testimony of Hugh ap Jehn of Dolgelley,
yoeman.
3. H.R. Trevor-Reper,"Eistorical Bssays”,P,198.
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As such they would, presumsdly, be in finanoial
difficulties fiem ¢.1590 to 1640, for the evidense
wuggests a general decline during thése years among
those whose income came solely or largely from lena.le
This general statement is equally qpplionblo'¥o
Dalo-.'lho;o "with rents uncertain, capital locked
up in npono- and morter, and income dribbling away
in lawyers' fees, mortgege interest, and lavish
housekeeping, the Welsh gentiy were oftem far poorer
then their outward showing would suggest."2® That
this wes as true of the Nanneys as of their peers

is proved by the fect thet im 1630 Eugh Nenney the
Younger's debts amounted to £1,022. 19. 10.5‘ - a
great burden when the Naennau income was little more
then 8300 per enbum'*. Indeed, the imcome derived
from the estates in 1701 -~ givem in the first extant
rent-roll - was but 8791, 15, =. °°

1. Trevor-Roper,op.cit. P.197.
2. A.H. Dodd, "Studies in Stuart Wales®, P.22.
3. Nennau MS., 317.

5. lnnl M8, OS?; Vide Apponu: 1v. Infra Peddfcco
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These dedbts seemn to have been the legacy of his
father's and grendfather's meny lawsuits and consequent
mortgeges. It is sigmificent that the firet major
lewsuits in which the Nenneys were involved occurred
in 1593 and 1594,1°whiile the first of the many Nemney
mortgeges to Thomes Myddletoa is dated the 27 Jamuary
1595.2' Phe Nenney debts seem to date frem this periocd
of intense end expensive litigation. The following
letter, written when the Nenneys were involved im the
Penrhos Common dispute, from Thomas Myddleton himself
to Gruffydd Nanney illustrates the comnections

“Oosin Nanney I ean but be sorie for yo' hardshippi
and now to prevent the extreeme malice of yor adver-
saries I wold be gladd to spesk ot
thet so soone as possibly you ean rc;r I know that
others sleep not / And Therfore I prey you hartely that

you will coaffer w th

you myself and

mny Cosin :o Fether and them come

lQ '1“ mr.’ cho 7 PP.;;? &#D..

2. lnnu MS. 189. The w:l.oton loans and mortge u

to the ¥ s duri th:lpr eriod are containe
bt s Robal B,
‘ ' 3 anong ﬁ.ﬁ of Bir &om ileton's

u'Mli.'.!, rt Iﬂnm .:: hommlgdn:‘m o-r: Mn,
«JORGB, ;“ 3:&“* ‘Boek o " .to"' .
: ..‘I‘"' Journal, 1939, P,85.) ;




to me resolved of some coyrsé to be Sakem for the
paymeat or sattisfaec.om bonh of yo© dedt and his to
me./ I have mo deudt of yo© hdnnt care of sattisfying
:or freinds ell waies but I desyre to apeak wth you or
w'b ay Cosin yo© Pather or bo'_oith of you, that we may
%eke the best course for yor "ownd good end tha$ -‘h
speed ells you wilbe Preveatyd as this bringer Cosin
Robt 1loid cenn tell you / And' so w°" my kyndest
Comendacons in great haste tike my leave Chirk Castle
this i March 1605

!br Loving Cosia

Thomes Mydddton " 1. .

ée

1, N.L.W. Peniarth 327, Part 1. The writer's faith
in Gruffydd Nenney's “honests care” in paying his
debts wes, it seems, ill feunded, for in the
following year a Ve of Attachment was directed
from-the mo.rzh:: B8ir Williem Maurice of
Clenennau, thenm iff of Merioneth, egeinst
Gruffydd in‘nuy of Maslen (1.0. By Dolgelley,
presumebly Gruffydd Nenney's residence since his
o6 of ::). Gruffydd hed felled te np_ni-a
£200 debt which he owed to 8ir Thomas Myddelton.

A Writ of SBequestrasion hed therefore been dirxected

sgeinst him. .To this the Sheriff returasd that he

hed held en inguisition of Gruffydd Nammey's
goluutou-b.ﬁ hed feiled to f£ind Nanney himself.
ensequently this Writ of ‘Attachment hed deen issued.

(Wenpan MS. 200). We heer mo more of it, however,

end thé femily contimmed to emter into nortgegen

with Myddelten. In faet “a sote of Remembranse to
doe Wisines: et Iendon", survives, is Hugh Nemney

Hon's hand, dabed 7 Jgy 1608, which iméludes a

of landes on morigege of hys momey.'(Nannsw MS.11 3)




Previous to the “litigation peried” the Namneys
had entered iato Very fow mortgege transactions -
and thou hed besn of cemparatively trifling sums.
The lmut uou to m. been that dated the 29
Avgust 15647 when Bugh Nesney mortgeged to Francis
ubm of Iincoln's Inn, gent., for £240, certainm
Llenfachreth lands, late of Cymer Abdey, which hé
had bought on the sixth of the same month from
Rdward Price of o;ntul,_a‘ This wes obviously
simply a means of raising money to pay for the

purchese.

The Nenneys seem to have been very careful and
painsteking in the PANAGERORT of their estates. We
have moted their imdustry in smessing lends®*; what
evidence we have affords a Lew gulplu of thea
taking on active interest in their exploitation.

rev.

1. Nenneu KES. 9_00
2. Nannew IS.

5. Vide infra, Oh. V1, P.b17., for an ascount of
their uqiutton of unnt ¢ pnpom mor
the Disselutien. In this respect, to
held up a mirror So the gontry's utivlth-.
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There is & ﬂtmm o Grutfydd Nenney's enclosing
lend in 159%. hmnﬂt o!mhlnrchhﬂlt
year Johnhﬂlmu mmutothor. “breke and
threwe doim the inclosure” of a temement belonging
to Gruffydd Nenney called Tyddyn Bech, conteining
about forty "ac't_u. “beinge a Btone Wall of tw yardes
neigh®t*. Amother Star Ohember cese mentiens further
enclosures by Gruffydd Wemney. A Bill of Cenglaint

.1 presented by David Nenney, second son of Richard
Nanmey of Cofndenddwr,2* im 1606/7, imcluded the
acousation that whereas Gruffydd Nemney “did heretefor
nake imclosure of Certeine pareells of a Comon ealled
ddevallt scituate end lyimge in the parishe of
llenvachreth in the seid Ceuntie of Merioneth w°l the
Said Griffith Nenney seekinge to incroache into his
_owne hands unlawfully to the wronge and prejudiee of
divers the inhsbitents thereabouts the effences ‘therof
uppon iust cause, were then shortlie after cast downe
and mot suffred there to stende”, ho had unjussly
avenged himself by destroying am innoceat man's homse,>*

1. P.R.0. 8t.Ch. S/M/10/34.
2. Vide Pedigreée Ohart, infra, Podllsccces
3. P.ReO. 8%, Cho 8/221/2%.,
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The Nanneys seem also te have been o‘mlnuh'thir .
-book-koop:l.u es feor as estate uumﬁ ul lnl timl Q
wore consermed. Im 1601 omma lam: bonn u zhmtor:
or "a Rolle of all mstugu -orxpt- and nhhont- ia
ay Gustody the xvis'® day ef Septeaber and from thence-
fourth as any writtinge of mnt cm :lnto By custodys
specifeinge the bonu my study wher theéy are kopt wle
From 1599 to 1608 the lannoy- kept an Aoeont luk. which
hes survived the passege of time and is mow inm the Netiomal

\‘-

Librery of Iu;.n.a‘ The accounts were written in a note-
book-whiech also imcludes several motes on Raglish law and
matters connected with the work of the Menneys es Justices
of the Peagce. The accounts inelude lists of cattle and
horses at Dolychowgrydd end Delykynavenm, lists of debts
and of receipts and expenditure. Its velue as an example

of carefulf purse mexagement is shown by such entries as
"Item te hymself the dey efter Harlech fayre - xx s." and
"Item to his wif upon Whitsundsy - xl -."5 °* The accounts
also include payments for digging, walling, ditching end
railing - surely sufficient evideses in themselves of the
interests taken by the Nanneys im the mansgement and
development of flui.r estate. The beok is of particuler

) % lm Iﬂ-ﬂ’

2. W,L.W, Additional ?OM.MD 332A. Vide Appemdices,
m“ "03“"’ ‘

3. ibid, 'P. 22, dorse.




intérest for the follewing ltatclont of Nenngu ammunal
inéeme and oxponditnroal'

‘o 8. do

Reseived 696. 13, =o
Spent I)ll' s 6 7,
; £ 393._ 6. 5.

This is confirmed by the flldin;n ot nn oftioinl
Inquisition (6.1606) into the lemds of the Nanneys
in the eourse of the Penrhos Cemmon dispute, when
Hugh Menney Hen's "livinge end his sonnes livinge"
were "found to 314 14, per annum."2°

This notedbook's contents show, ameng other
things, that the Nenneys hed received a certainm
amount of education. Apart frox such elementary
facts as their ability to add and subtract figures
and even the fact that they could write, the motes
on Eaglish law contained in the firast few pages show
thet at least ome member of the family’® was well
equipped as a lundo-nir aud a magistrate. The motes,
which are illustrated by quotatiems im Latim, ere on

Yo

1, .oIIo"o “u“’m Poniarth 33“. P.‘a.., dorse.
2e .m m. 1168; '1‘. Infl'l . 9.16&,.
3. T believe the seript to be that of Gruffydd

illlll’ o
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all mamner of legel subjects - on such generel primciples
as fealty, for exemples "Fealty is imcident te all mener
of Tenures but Fresksimeigne. Littleyn Fol.289."'"

It includes notes on such matters as escapes, félemy, .
sorcorers, meyiem, treasure trove, mdon and homicide -
which might be of use to him in his capacity as a
magistrate. Alse included are motes on land law, such
ess "if a joyat estate be made..... lend to a husbend

and wife shall have dut ye one moity and ye 5‘ person
shall have yo' other meity, ye reasea is because ye
husband end wife be but ome person in ye law.....and
ioyntonante shall have dbut one Assise if they are
disseissed Littl. 64 Pols9".?"

During the sixteeanth century there wes a great
educational movement>® which changed the Imas of Court,
for a time, frem a professional acedemy for the few into
a general finishing .school for the landed genmtry. This
movement had a prefound effect is Wales end whenm it
reached its peak in the early seventeenmth ecemtury there
vere yim_ when botwnn ten and twemty per cent of the
total entries were Welsh.'* The Oxferd and Cambridge

%. {;i.il. uutionl Pon:lnth 3321.
3: Ilh;u the fo of the verious Elissbethan
1- ;- d_“-
e Be a of Politics im Stuart Idn, |
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collegées alse $ook im a surprisingly high mwmber of
Welsh scholars in prepertien te the popuhun.l‘.

‘Although Hugh Nenney Hem deeé mot sppear to have
.hed eny reguler schoolimg, he #aw to it that three of
his five seis received a good c'dnc.tionsa' Gruffydd
Nenmey, the eldest son, ut:ibuiqtod at Jesus Oollege,
Oxford, on the 2 July 1585 at the age of sixteen. He
s referred to as "Mr. Cese's scholar." The other two
brothers both matriculated em the 12 Movember, 1596 at
Jesus Cellege, ldqal_rd being eighteen years of age and
Richard twenty ome.”® Richard went en to take his
B.A. in 1600 and his M.A. im 1603, and was appointed -
to the restorship of Nettleswell in Resex in 1607.%°

Lo

1. A.H. Dedd, "Studies in Stuart Weles", PP, 4 = 5,

2. Their ancestors mt alge have received seme
education. Guto'r tells us that Nenney
nin'- ﬂut lnmlt r, Defydd ep Meurig Vyehen,

Gn' u'r () an ‘maith
dou'id
("dweith Guto'r G . Ifor ':ll.nm. P.228).

3+ Poster, “Alumai Ogououln". P.1050.
‘. r“t.r [} .’tclto P. 10’00

..



93

On the 7 April 1617 he was mads vicer ef Llangelymis,’
end vicer of Towyn inm 1623,2 'o;-tﬁiln l.;-.y'u.aon.
Bugh Nanney the !hiltor wes admitted to the Iinor
Temple in Nevember 1607.°° |

One aspect of all this edwoatiem was , of course,
the consequent interest they took im dffairs oeutside
their native ceunsy. They were, indeed, Tudor
gontlemen, living in a stirring age; and some of the
colour of that age i# reflected in a letter writtea
by Edward Nenney in Lemdon to his brother Gruffydd
at home in the Merionethshire uno.‘f' The letter
bears mo date, but as it was sent frem Chameery Lane
it is possible that Edwerd was in one of the Ians of
Court. Im it he recites all the latest gossip frem
Oourt and the latest peliticel news. He writes of  °

1. FosSer 6:2.011:. P.1050. N.,L.W, Peniarth Deeds
1939, 1

2o 'olm. .p.oit. Pol°5°o

3, “geudents admitted te the Imner Temple 1547 -
1660% P.182.

4, N.L.W. Pemiarth 3273 Vide m 11 m;-. P.3i9.
As it refers %o l'hl hnn'
lewsuis of Bugh Neaney Eén, it must hm bool

mmnhmnlsosmz e -



the seandals of King Jemes's ceurt, aad especially of

the "affares” of the “fleainge ledies"'* end temches
on the ponticnl news of tho day, on the prespect of
ngreat leve bot'lxt us and Spaime", of the defeat of
the Spamiards at sea by the Dutch, and of the rift
between Bagland end Framece.

It was only matural, hlq'od. for tho gentry eof
this peried to teke an imterest im the offairs of the
English court amd im political life genmerally. The
Welsh squires had sought eut patroms at Ceurt and
haed risem, or heped te rise, with them. The Nanneéys
were no exceptiem to this general rule. We kiew thet
Hugh Nanney l:n secured a patrem at the Emglish court.
We are told that he and a certein Owen ap Richerd,

a NMerienethshire cerener, "have been im tymes past
felowe servaunts and at ou§ attendinge uppen the
right homorable Sr. James Crofte knight deceased late

IT‘

1, Por the distractions of Jau 1'- court vide D.H.
1" 1“‘ H ‘m. '1 M 1. H‘l’lq- a9
iho sbratiens of the. unhco of the
nn;'- faveurite, the Berl of Mea ‘Lor
exemple, "There Was B smell :I.ou dﬁ
* chains aud jewels, and many hdin lno
made shorter by the skir¥s, alr.- Dudley Carleton,
quoted By ﬁllun.olb.ci.t. P.192.)
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Comptreller of yo© mat® hewsehould.*!®

The Nanneys wers obvioully-iori\thhl'iilplo
backwoods gquires. Tliey were local megnates with a
knowledge of law, admimistratien, end farming metheds,
whe were reasonably ubil informed about current affairs,
end who im addition toek an interest in the eld native
culture. They had more than a passing asquaintance
with the law. They had experience of it from both
sngles - both as sdmimistrators and anhiiticantu. In
this they resembled the rest of their elass. Unfort-
unately for the Nanneys, mere them Ipt.Piti‘ioulllll
was involwved. They became parties to a bitter and
prelenged feud with a neighbouring femily - the Owens
of Llwyn - who challenged the Nenney's position im

1. P.R.0. 8t.Ch. 5/0/12/21. Testimony delivered the
26 Jume 44 Elisabeth. (1602). Sir James Croft
(4.1591) was Loxd Deputy of Ir eiand and centroller
of Elisebeth's househeld. His main cemnection
with Wales, spert from family affimities - his
father married as his second widée a daughter of
Sir Richard Herbert of Mentgemery -~ was an
attempt to raise fordes there for Wyatt's rebellien
in Jml,’; -, - AD.'.'._ Vel. 11. PP,110-

*112. ¢.£. alse infra, Ch. 7, P.3J64..
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the lecality. This feud , imvolving several law-
suits and vast expense, will bé censidered elsewhere.

We need enly edd that as both farmers end litigants

) |8

‘thgy would deubtless have appreciated William
Vaughsa's quip that instesd ef cattle the ceuntry was

now breeding two-legged asses good for mething but

breying im the courtl.a‘

1. Vide Infra, Ch. 7. P.337,ff.

2. Willien Veughen, "The Golden Flesce", queted by
A.H, Dedd, "Studies in Stuert Weles”, P.4.
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"Fo'u tywysyd hwy i'r perfeydd gwellteg, e
gunaothent eu guwil yme. Fe'u cawsant ou husaim mewa
perllancedd, ac eddi uchod eddi er frig y canghemnau
gwelsant ysgwyd ffrwytheu's mynachlogydd i'w
harffedi."

W, Ambrese Bebb,
“Mechlud y Mynachlegydd."



Ihitcttr the efficiel preteit for the suppressien
of the momasteries, the resl reason wes meinly fimancial.
The monssteries were surrousded by @ leity which resented
their wealth. The kovgxnlq$§} mereover, '‘realised that
1t ceuld biad the gentry and the mebility to the new
orhor by bribing them with lands which any reversal of
wle  Above all, the
Crowa itself was im urgeamt aeed of BOROY o

pelicy weuld force them to restere.

In February 1536 a Bill was introduced imte
pnrliunoit which disselved the smaller houses, these
whose anmual inceme did mot exceed the sum of £200. Im
the previeus yeear the menmasteries' property had beea
carefully assessed in the "Valer Eeoclesiasticus.”
Meanwhilo emother visitatiom was being cenducted %e
inquire not enly imte the revenuss but also imte the
morals and religieus life ef the menasteries amd their
inmates. - The visitation of the Wel
nonths te cemplete, from August 1535 te
The dissolutien ef the smaller lpnastorii
a revenue hblow £200, invelved all the Welsh\heuses.

houses teek nime
ril 1536.2°

theose with
3.

e

1, G. + Blte umd.r the !ud.ra “ P.142.
2, 1:.]t m.:;.%‘“‘ of Modora Wales®, P.55. '
3. 1bid, P.56.
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Cymer Abbey, im Merienethshire, suffered with the others.

Cymer 'Abm.' the second Cisteroien heuse ia
Guyneddl*, was established in the Namasu district, ab
the cenfluense ef the rivers Waiom and Mawddach about
two miles from Delgelley, im 1198 by a coléeny of momks
sent frem the Abbey of Cwmhir im Radmorshire.Z* The
confirmation charter grented im 1209 by Llewelya the
Grest proves that the esrliest endowments were the gift
of Gruffydd ep Oym end his brother lu-odm. grendsens
of Owain G'nodd. and Gruffydd‘s sem, Bgnl. * The
principal possessiems of Cymer lay im the uplamd valleys
near the Abbey in the parishes ef Llenslltyd, Llanegrya,
Ilenfechreth and Trawsfyaydd. MNearly eme-fifth ef ite
revenues wes provided by tho grange of Neigwl in the
Lleyn Poni'n_.uln.,“‘

The eerly years of the thirteeath ceatury saw the
erection of the church end the buildings surreunding
. the cleister.’® But the abbey's reseurces de mot seem

——=sg

1. Q,A, m.m w.u. “Cymmer Abbey"”, Offieial Guide,

o2e
2, “Brut y (M Book of Hergest . 'm:l.on)"
od. T, loln ﬂi s “And thom ten community of
Own-hir wont to reside et Oymer.” Dem ngy:ld Knowles
metes that “Janaus : : -of

11. ® - 1?. Religious {“m‘u of Baglend and Wales",
9 Beddoe : , :
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to have beon sufficient to earry eut the work em the
seale ‘originally plonned - presumsbly as a result of
the Esglish wars of the middle of the cemtury, which
onded in the cemquest by Bdward 1. The abbet of Cymer
associated himself with Llywelyn im these wars. He
was ome of the signateries ef the letter fream the
Welsh Oistercian ebbots to the Pepe im 1274, whea they
defonded Llywelyn egeinst the cemsures ef Bishep Amien
of 8t. Asaph (possibly, as we have seem, a member of

the Nannau fni—l‘:.)l‘ Cymer, indeed, suffered demeges
to the extent of £80. during Bdwerd 1's Welsh wars.2°

In the peried of readjustment which follewed the
defeat of Llywelya, Cymer, im cemmon with otsher Welsh
houses, was repeatedly memsced by the demends of over-
sealeus Eaglish officials. Frem the Exteat eof

g!.& f&- m ! QuS DR -
By lb:l.th wil 1--1.-. " 's Ohu'“r to
> i st i e B e
e SOR . o
(ul.:r Owa Hir, by mistake)s Cel.Pat. Bolis. 15
ua P.m(hnpoxl.lll)u cn.r.t.nou-.uso-nu.

g;sn cp.ott. %}1. V. P.783,
chi P.3.

--Jun.op.oit. 1'.48. “Bywgraffisdur®, P.10.
20 t. ulnmdmnop.oit. P48,

4
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lorimthnhiro (o.nas). for’ omh. it appears

that Reger L'l.trua had seised some chattels of
Pringe Llywelyn from Cymer Ahbo:s “De catallis
Principis dicust quod Rogerus Bxtremus eepit de
Abbathia do Kyms' et de grengia de Abertliyen medilia
Pr:l.ncipu."l‘ The effect of the wars is further
illustrated by a pardon granted by the King to the
ebbot and convent of Cymer en the 12 Pebruary, 1316,
for thirty mime shiliings uajustly exasted frem them
ennuelly by the sheriff of Caernarvom. It appears that
the abbot end comvent held their lands and temements
in Neigwl "of the gift of Mareduc son of Kemam im
frank almoin", free of amy service or secular rent,
until Dafydd ep Gruffydd, bsother of Llywelym, Primce
of Wales and Iord of Lleym, unjustly exacted from
them am annual rent of thirty aine shillinge for
these lends and temements. After the conquest, the
sheriff. of Caernarvon demanded the rent for the King
because he found it cemtaimed im the Extent of the

1. Avch. Cemb. 1867, P.185% o.:. D.R. Thomes,
.~ "ieriemethshire Six Humdred Years Ago",
lNh Cemd, lm’ P.278.

2¢ OQJ.. Pat, l.ll.. 1’15 1317. Pl’o594"5-
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The abbey was concermed durisg these troudbled
%imés solely with the task of cemsclidating their
position and securimg what they claimed to be their
rights. They sought a royal patron im place of the
dch Prinee, and their search was successfully
cencluded on the 26 March 1323 with the confirmatien
by Edward 11 of Llywelyn's charter to the abboy.l‘

A por104 of peace may have follqvud,.but by
the middle of the next century the abbey was im a
~ mest unemviable position. Oam she 16 FPebruery, 1443,
the abbey was cemmitted to the keeping of Thomas .
Stanley, the centroller of the reyal household. This
was the outcome of a petitiom of the Abbot, Richard
Kirkeby, to the effeoct that "divers persons of
North Wales purpose deily to disturd him in his
person and in his goods, spiritusl emd temporal, se
that he cannet .celebrate divime service."?" !urthor'
protection was necessary, however, and on the & Mareh,
1453, the sbbey "which was emdowed to the sum of £60
a year, thou;h now the endewment does mot exceed the
vnluo of 20 narks a year”, was c.lnlttod te the

1. K. luu.u-unu op.o:l.t. P.w.
2. Gal, Pat, n.:u-. 1a41°- 1846, P.164.



keeping of the Duke of Seserses, the Barl of Wiltshire
and twe others.!® It appears that the abbey, as a result
of disputesbetween certaim un-nemed ljrchqr Iord!. had
"suffered distraints at the hands of persons om either
side end abductions of goods end chattels, so that no
ninistera thereof &iro oecupy the landg of old cellated
to the abbey."

Yot the positien improved, and by the time ef the
Dissolution the "Valor Ecclesiasticus™ noted a gross
inceme of £58. 15, &4 for Cymer and a met imceme of
£51. 13. 4.2° In 1540 the value and income acoruing
to the Crown were reviewed and it was found that its
ennual value amounted to £57. 9. 2. plus corn rents to
the extent of twenty four crannocks and twe hops of
Ihﬂlt.5°

1F3.

1. 0.1. Pat. 2.11.. 1‘52 ™ 1“1' Pisso

2. "Valor RBcclesiesticus", Vol.lvV, P.,426, If we accept
the celoulations based on 1ists of values and imcemes
for the diocese of nnda!f, Cymer presumad

centained three memb as i% bel to ¢
iacome group of 630 = €80 = JuN. James,
%A Church Histery ef Wales", P, 103.

3. *.P. Bllis, "Delgelley and Llamelltyd", P.86.
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A study of the "Valor Ecclesiasticus™ shews,
moreover, that the temporalities of the abdey were
almost cempletely -’-40 up of "roturm and reants" -
the lands held in demesns wers valued at a mere
12/84. enmually out of a totel of £39. 13. 8. As
we will see, there is ’buidant evidense that the
last Abbot ef Cymer, Lewis !iolal. frequeatly leased
out abbey lnd-,l' and he was but followimg the policy

2: Tne post-Disselution pattera

of his predecessors.
of lamd~holding had therefore already beem laid im

the early years of the eentury.

We cam see, further, that the abbey's imceme head
inereesed since the time of the first extant survey -
the "Taxatie Bcclesisstica™ of 1291 - whem the annual
revenus wes but £11. 4. 11.7° Although there is mo

NH.L.W, P. ia am o lease (1
the abbot of lamnds im Llamelltyd; Vide Areh
1847, P.327, for amether lease by Tewis

dated the 6 Jume 1521. - of mtommnmmmm
G-to B.G. Jm' : g.r c.“.
Wales",P.2253 1oase bos of Cymer (0.1530 of
ato tullodm in Nemnau to & eertain

2 Vido I:Sra.l'.lm, sMenngm MS.9143c.f. mponuti.ou
Recoxrds"™,

3. "Paxatie mluiuti.cn" PP.292-53Browne Willis
Survey of the Cathedral Church of Bamger", .28,

1. Vide 1nt :i PP.HZO‘H.; lnun M88. 67. 863580333



record of any further grant made te the abbey after
1209 (the date of Llywelya's charter) by either a

| Welsh prince er e Emglish king, ebvieusly there
sust have beéenm lo'n_l;_d edditiens to the erigimal
possessions. Very few of the menastic properties
which ceme imte the ny-g of the Nenneéys after the
Dissolution eanm be feund in the 11t of the abbey's
lands as given im Llywelya's olnrt_or.l' Ne lends
in Llenfaghreth, fer example, ‘are imcluded im the
1ist of 1209, Yet in 1584 nime Llemfachreth

tenenests, formerly im the possessien of Cymer Abbey,

were sold for 6500.2'

Little is kmewn of the history of the menastery
from the mid-fifteenth century to the time eof the
Disselution. A little earlier, im 1527/8, the abbet
of Cymer took pert im a visitation ef the meighboud-
ing abbey of Valle Crmeis. Owinmg te reported
"orymys end sxcessys” there, it was decided that the
sbboss of Neath, Oymer, ?/‘/""’ and Cem-hir should

visit the abbey. The 751:01: of Neath had beem requested
/

: = : .

1, Vide K.Williems-Jones,op.cit.,FP.62-78; Areh.
Cesid. 1886, PP.112-8,

2. Vide Infra, PP.300.,207,

e e o i it e £ e st
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by the Duke of lichip!ll' (presumsdly the "feunder® of
Valle Crucis) to imquire inte cenditions at Valle
Orucis.2° Oa the 22 Juse 1527, @ certain John Nerberry
reported to his master Willism Breretem, steward of Helt
castle and Chamberlain of Chester, that he had seat fer
the ebbet ef Cymer to discuss with him the questien ef
visiting Valle Orucis.’® A :oport'of the imquiry was
:;nt to Breretom on the 17 February, 1528, accusing

the abbot of Valle Crucis - Rebert Salesbury - of
various erimes. BSalesbury latter appealed to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, amd we kmow he remained ia
office for a further twe ’Ol!lo"

The abbot of Cymer was asseciated also with the
visitatien ef Velle Orucis by Creawell's Commissiomers
in 1535, They feund the abbey's fimances in a terrible

1. Henry Pitsrey (1519-36), natural son of Henry V111
by- Elisebeth Bleunt. = DeNeBo, Vol.Xix, P.204.

2. Bdwerd Owes, "Manuscripts Relating to Wales in the
British Museum", P.14l.

3, G.V.Price,"Valle Czucis Abbey",FP,174,262. ¥Williem
Erereton was sheriff of Merionethshire ia 1527/8

(c.f. Infra, Oh.7.PPkS, for correspendence between
hin end his deputy she Jehn Puleston in 08%.1527),
Bad in 1836(P.R.0.1i8t of Sheriffs,P.260).He was
invelved with his cousin Henry Norris im the fall of
Anne Beleya, and was them executed.(D.Mathew,"The
0q1ttq,!iQpic-'-nd.lonaiuinnan-lnrqpo'.?.#z.i B

4, Bdward o'qn.ﬁp.ctt;2.1‘1;6.!,!:190 epit. o Ps174 :For
Rebert Sales (a Lor from ou-pi charaster)vide

. G.Beskerville,"Baglish Monke and pressiea of

the Monasteries."P:35.
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state and intended depriving the abbot of his office.
‘Meanwhile, Loiii Thomes, the abbot of Cymer,"whe is

a goed husband" was prepared to pay 20 for the vacant
abbucy.l‘ As it heppened, however, both Valle Orucis
and Cymer were soon afterwards suppressed, with the
rest of the monastic houses. Lewis Themes was tke
last abbet of Gynor.' He managed te secure seme
preferment im the Church followimg the Dissolutios.
He became the suffragenm Bishop of Shrcwsbu:yz' and
‘also held the liviag of Llandwrog in Caeraarvonshire
from the 26 September, 1537, until his death in the

spring of 1561.5'

The Orown did not take over the whole of the
abbey's wealth** im 1536, The silver chalice and
paten were missing ~ at least, 8o we must presume from

their discovery between some boulders near Cwn Mymach

1. Letters and Papers,Henry V111,Vel.lX, No.284,
2. Letters and Papers (For.& Deam.)Henry V1ll,Vel.Xll,

Part 11, P.80.

3. A.Ivor frz;,~'!ho Diocese of Bangor in the Sixteemth
Century”,PF.8 = 17,

4, Perhaps we should imclude smong the Cymer treasures
the abbey's magnificens roed-left,moved at the time
ot-thb“nz;qplu'iqnto the abbey's churck at Llanegrynm.

Vide "Inventory of the Ancient Monuments in Wales and

Mommouthshire™, Vel . Vi(Merioneth),P.91,for description

and illustration., Cemmunien cups and a wooden feamt,

now in Llemwwehllym Parish Church,are also reputed te
have ceme frea Cymer Abbey - T.I.Kllis, "Crwydre

Meiriemnydd™ ,P.25. :
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(Delgelley) by twe workmem, pmpoutuc for gold, on the
13 Pebruary,1890.}° These had deudtless been deliberately
hiddem there at the time of the Disselutiom, prebebly

by ome of the momks - heping presumebly for better days.
The suppression of a monsstery invelved the cenfiscatiom
of its lands end usually of the church plate. "The

Cymer monks probebly decided to take mo chances end-

there ean be little doubt but that they decided te plece
o::ortnin plate outside the reach of the King's agents,

who, the monks were no doubt advised, were on their way

to the Abboy."a‘

We do 1ot kmow whether the momks hed any help
from their neighbours im this matter. We do not kmow,
in particular, what was the attitude ef the Nenneys, the
major lendowners of the district, towards religion - of
the old or of the reformed kind. We do lmow tha$
Cyw er Abbey must have beem their traditienal femily
burial place. In his will, dated 1494, l}.ﬁ“ ap
Neurig Vychan bequeathed his body “ad sppellendum im
monasterie beate marie virgiais u"t_:l_ur."a *

1. Hugh J.Qwen,"The Rememge of the Chalice and Paten eof
Cymex Abbey”, Jourmal Mer.Hist.Rec.B8ec.,1955,P.181,

2. Bugh J. Owen, op.cit. 11’..105. .

3. Sepra P.105..3 Arch.Camb. "Original Documents",
Yol.l. .lm. ’91‘30



Gate’r Glym tells us, moresver, that Dafydd's father
Mourig Vycham, end his mother, Angharad, loro‘buriqd
at Cymer.l° It is possible, of course, thet seme of
the abbots of Cymer may have been relatives of the
Nenneys, altholgh we have no evidence of this. The
uiannoyb were in all prebability of the same Vbrused

as their fellew squires, those “emglicised gentry"
who "might accede te, though even they did mot
welcome, the chan;o."z‘ In this they in ne way
differed frem their English ceunterpart, for “Whether
he held religieus views appreximating to the mew or
to the old learaing, made mo difference te an

1nroltor."5'

There may have been a conscieus policy of
binding the gentry to the new order by the disposing
of menestic lands. But the histery ef the vest
mejerity of the Cymer sbbey lamds after the
Dissolution,in se far as it cam be traced in the
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1. "Gweith Gute'r Glya", ed. I. Williems end
* 3,51, Wlliems, P.156. i

2. W, Ll, Williems, "The Making of Medern Wales",
PP,200 - 201. '

5. G. Baskerville, ep.cit. P.288.
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~ Hemnau archives, dees met suggest that im Meriemethshire,
es in the rest of Wales, the wealthy meighbours sf the
monasteries ‘llClﬂlld 1-.41.:.1: on their lllll and
proportitl.l‘ As will be seen, this was mot the histery
of the great majority ef the Cymer Abbey lands. The

fow direct asquisitiens of lends, which ean de discovered,
ere exceptiems to the ¢|noril rule that the lands passed
first to Buglish speculators and came imto local hends
caly aféer a complicated procci- of buying and selling.

This applies equally to many ether parts of Bangland
and Wales. Many of those te whom memastic lands were
granted, immediately sold them. Usder Henry V111, im
particular, “speculation was rife in the last ten years
“'of the reign."2° A merehant like Sir Rebert Gresham, for
exemple, not only established himself as a Yorkshire
lendowner but also.mede a fortune by buying and selling
other propqrtici." Ia h.von. when Tavistock Abbey, one
of the larger esteblishments, was suppressed in 1539, “the
pesaessions of the abbey were shared between the Crowm
and a n.nétilid.nt srnndpo,“" = in this case, Jehn,

1. B.B. Thomas, "Braslun o Hemes Boonomaidd Cymru",P.69.
2. H, Maynard Smith,"Henry V11l nnd the Reformation,"P.100.
36 fblﬁc

4 F_.P.R. ’MQQ.".W ,‘bb."gpoa750
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£irst baren Russell, the mewly sppeimted president ef -
the Gounmcil of the West.l*

If we consider menastic lends in Wales itself, we
can disecever several cases where: they were granted by
the Orown to alien conrttori-lhh other speculators
after the Disselutien. Waile cortain lecal magnates -
men like Sir Bdward Carn, the Barl of Worcester amd
the Bulkeleys - profited direetly frem the Dissolutien,
such was mot uqitirlully‘thp case. Llembarmsm Abbey
in Mommouthshire, tor.gxapplo. wont first te a ltr;ngor.
John Parker, “of tgo I;unghold", before it ceme inte
the hands of the local magnate, Williem lorgan.z' James
Gunter of Abergavenmny proved to be an unserupulous
npooulct;r and sodn obtained mest of the possessiomns of

the looil_prtory. as well as all of the possessiens of
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the Priars im Cardiff and seme of those of Palley Abbey.’* .

Most of the lands and properties of Talley went te

snother "ef the Househeld" by the mame of Richard Dawncey.'’

1, H.P.R. nnbu's. "!I'i.t“k Abbey", P.275. Rurker wia
2. Lstters and ora (ror‘& !i' Pt.1.P.6053, et
the King's Stable” A:’rontasionl lqcorln 0132,
3. ¥ Anbrose Bebb, "Machl ;“ 7ad", P,103,
4. Letters and Pgpers (lor.l )!111 .1,2P.586
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John Bradshaw of Iudlow obtained the lease of St.
Dogasel’s.l® %wo courtiers - Williem Sekevyle®* end

Jehn Dudley were amnd most of the nuanery ef m-nlln
in Cardigenshire in ldnrd Vl's roign.’ * Strats Mareella
- wes shered between Bdward Grey, Lord Powys, and twe
Englishmen from London.*® The Abbey of Valle Crucis,
with its dependent preperties in Bremfield were leased

by the Crown te Sir Williem Pickering, Kmight, of
Oswaldkirk in Yorkshire, im 1537.°° Eventually, the
properties went by merriege to Sir Bdward Wootton,K.B.,
of Bocton Malherbe, the lease being renewed in his

neme in 1606 and granted to him in 1614.5° Follewing
many changes of ownership, the abboj and the momastic
lands came into the hemds of two loocal -;cnatu - Henry
Wyan, the father of Sir Johm Wyam of Wynnstey, and Joha
Trevor of Llys Trevor - tolnrdl the end of the seventeenth
cantury.'?' Much the same happened to the Cymer Abbey

1, Ietters and Papors (Por & Dem.)X111,Pt.1.P.580,
"Augmentations - locorill P.484., _

26 ;.rlggl of the King's Ohnbor" "Augnentations Records",

3. W.A.Bebb,0 .oit.I’.l.oS;!m.r "Notltia Monastica®, P.708;
"It efterwards passed into the hands of one of tho
Lloyds of Ont].o Boull" - T.Rees,"Bouth Wales",P.518.

~'0 't‘o‘.h‘. .Gi’t. Pol

5. G.Vermen Price; is Abbey”;P.185.He was slse
granted lmu h A.J.orou end Whenby in Yorkehire,as
woll as lands im Martoa -Letters and Pmu (lor. & Dom.)

6. G.Vibrieg, oproits,P.169

o WeVse ee ° epde °

7. 1bid, Peadl.” :
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lands end preperties.

It is pessible to oxemine im seme deseil the ’
devolution of several of these momastic lends frem
the early years of the sixteenth éihturv to the time
of their accumulatien in the hamds of the Namneys.
There ere five groups of documents preserved in the
Nennau femily archives which iiiu-trato the various
steges in the devolution of five groups ef Cymer
Abbey lends.

The first .roqplconliltnd of a tenement called
"Y Cae Rhydymon"and"Yr Hefod Newydd"iam the township
of Nennsu, On the 6 Sgptember 1524 Lewis, Abbot of
Cyaer, leased the teneiment té_hlcukurvurch Jeuan
y mab Lloid end Owen ap Themas ap Hofll ep Jeuan
Lleid and their heirs, for the term of nimety aine
3 ;aarn.ut an ennuel rent of six shillingsé and eight
pinco.a' By 1597/8, the date of the next extant

1. Mennau MSS.863 - 866,
2. Nemmeu M8, 863.
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deed, both the pessessiea and oinngqhip of the
tenement lheve changed. Hugh Nenney is the new owner,
and by this document - dated the 20 March 1597/8 -

he leases to a certain Howel ep John ap Williem,
yeoman, of Nannsu, “all that illiigci Lands or Tenement
called kay Rhydynnen end havod Newysh Late the Lands
or possessions ef Thomas ap Opiih‘Vaia (except ene
Moetie or parscell therof mowe im tho Tenure and
occupacon of Themes ap Lewis)", The lessee is to hold
the lands for twenty ene years at an annual rent of
ten nhillincl.l’

There are only two other references to this
tonement. By a deed dated the 12 February 1607,%° Hugh
Nemney "aswell for the fatherlie love seale and affecom
w’R he bearethe to the seid Rebert Hanney beinge one
of the sennes of hym the said Hugh lanngy as also for
diverse other good and lawfull consideracons hya
speciallie mevinge® comveyed it to his son Rebert, whe
later, obn the 10 November, 1610, resold the tenement
to his father "for end in consideracon ef a certeyae
some of lawfull momey of Englend.">* This transactien

e

g; =gnnﬁu :g.gg;;
o HANRAU HD.$9).
3. lhn-ln.lsflis.
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wes im all prebability eme ef the many pieces of legal

chicanery prevalent im sixteemth and seventeenth century
conveyencsing: The lnhnayl‘unro at this time imvelved ia
extremely costly litigation conuoriing the spoil of |

certain woods on Penrhos Oou-on.l'

The secend groupz' concerns the history of the
importent teneament called Garth Bleddyn, in Nannau.
It appears from an 1ndpn$ure of release dated the 25
April 1548%° that Garth Bleddyn had been leased twolve
years previously by the abbot ef Cymer to a certain
Howel ap Gruffydd ap Bdnyfed, alies "hoel eoff" (Hywel
‘82"~ the smith), that is to say, im 1536, the year of
the monastery's suppressien. In amother decument,
however, the date of this original lease is stated to
have been the 30 April 1534.°°

Eventually the tenement was divided imto two
equal portiens and a moiety érantad by Hywel ap Gruffydd
to each of his twe sens Edward end BRhys for the remainder

= g

1. Vide Infra PP.361-485.
5 nmm' 872 - 889.

4, Nemnau MS.
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of the origimal mimety mime yeor lease at am annual
rent of three shillimgs and four pence each. Im
1548 "Hoel coff" granted a meiety of Garth Bleddya

~ te Bdward, his aon.‘.‘y‘nﬁ:’-.‘mu & large mener as the
syd Edward hayth quyﬁod:LhEQId & ys ya possession
of at the makymg of thes present.”° Oa the 10
July in the following yesr Hyiel granted te his sen
“Res ap holl eof to hys heres and syms laufully
begetyn of the body ef elen verch ddavydd sp gryff
the on halffe of the seyd tenement callyd garth
blethyn wyth hys spertymamce / a parcel of the seyd
lese of the dysselvyd hiuo of Kymmer", the grant.
to commence "Fream the howre aftyr the decesse & deth
of the seyd holl & hys iwtr_;ion.“a'

Up to this point the stery is simple but it
soon becomes complicated. Obvieusly various factors
ere invelved which are to us but an unkmewn quemtiiyy

In 1578, by a deed dated the 31 July, Edward
ap Howel asasigned "t_or'onr" to ene Jehn ap Lewis

L]

1. Nannau .808720
2. Nemmau MS.873. '



sp Bignoa his right title or term ef years to a
parcel of land, mamely eme ecre aredle and one
meadow cemtaining a "lith” of hay, called Y Cae
Bach yn ymyl § Pandy, part of a pareesl of leamd
salled Garth Bleddyn, im Nanmau.l* We may assume
that these two acres were but a small portiem of

the moiety whose loiio Edwerd had been granted im
1548. '

During the fellowing winter a dispute seems te
have brekem eut between the twe brothers, Edward
and Rhys, over part of Garth Blo‘d:n - which part,
we do not kmow., We de know that Hugh Nanney is
mentiened as one of the arbiters im the dispute in
a bond dated the 15 Jamuery 1575.°°

Then em the 1 March 1575 Edward ap Heel “ove"
of Nenngu seld the remainder of the lease on a meiety
of Garth Bleddyn te Hugh Nannsy for 614.°° By an
nnsoqiatcd‘:;od bearing the saiie date Hugh Namney -
leased the moiety back te Bdward ap Heell"ove" for

~

'1; lililh.lscéﬁt. ;llociatod bonds Nanmau MS.879.
ao 'm :“Q.?Sl
5;-lhnlui-lﬂiﬂ75{
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"threttie yeres fullie te be cempleted & ended if the
seid Bdward sp Hoell doe lyve so lenge", at am enaual
rent of eight shillings and four poloo.l'

Cemplications begim with the gift of Tyddya Gerth
Bleddya by the Queen to Jehn Du@dnlyz‘ and Jehn
Aysceugh by Letters Patent deted the 22 Jemuary 1575.°°
It would seém that this transactiom igmored the original
lease by the sbbot of Cymer to Howel ap Gruffydd.
Transections seem te have been made simulteneously en
two different levels - by Howel ep Gruffydd end his
descendants with regerd to the tenure of the lsase, and
by these other parties with regard to the actual owner-
ship of the lends. On the 14 Pebruary 1574 Johm Duddely
and Jehn Aysceugh sold the lands to John Sslesbury and
Henry Dvim..“' Oa thjia- Mey in the seme year Edwerd
ap Howel, in comsideratien of a eertain sum of money

l, Nannau .8,877.

2. He alse received part of the nnnnorw of Llenllyr -
Vide Swpra, P,i1%.c00

5.0 Nannau .B.'

4, Nennau MS.880; Jehn Salesd of Rig, 4.1580, M.P.
for Meriemeth 1553, Sheriff 1559 and 1578 -
"Bywgraffiedur®, P.8AS.
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"reloased assigned & sett over unto™ one Lewes ap
Joha Gruffydd all the meiety of Garth Bleddyn except
two parcels of lend called Y Werm Goch and Gweirgledd
y Porthllwyd “Frem the daye of the date herof during
thend & terme of yeres conteyned im the said erigimall

lcnl".l‘

Astual ownership of the ton;uont came imto Hugh
Nanney's possession by a deed of Bargain and Sale dated
the 8 November 1575, when John Sglesbury end Henry
Dynne sold him the tenement, which they had beught from
Duddely and Ayscough, who had in tura received it as
a gift from the Queen.2® At sbout the same time Hugh
Nanney obtained the remainder of the lease om the
other half of the temement - the meiety which had gone
to Rhys ap Howel. By a deed dated the 19 November
1575 Rhys seld te Hugh Nanney for 820 "all his Rstate
Right Title use interest and terme of yeares wch he
the said Rees hathe yet to ceme im the moitie....">*

By a bond deted the followimg day Rhys promised to pay
forty shillimgs to Hugh Nanney "For the said lendes
duringe th.‘naturdll lief of gwen vch gruf mother to

1. Nannau MS. 378.
2. Nemngu MS.880.
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the seid Rees ep hoell off in the mensyom house of the
said Hughe Nemey called lannd:.'l'

Hugh Nanney, therefore, by 1575 wes in possessien
of the whole of Garth Bleddyn. The rest of the
documents in this group relate %o the further leasing
and sub-leasing, by Hugh Nenney and his tenants, of
both moleties. This section is concluded with the N
mortgege by Hugh Nenney Hén and his grandson, Rﬁ:h
Nenney the Younger, to one of their tenants - Eliesa
ap David ep Owen of Nennau, yeoman - of Garth Bloddyn
and other lands for £300 11.1616.2' one of the many
mortgeges forced on the Nanmeys at this period by
their disastrous litigatiom.

The third group of docunontl5‘ is of particular
interest since it shows clearly the general course of
devolution of the abbey lands - from their forfeiture
to the Grown, followed by leases or grants by the
Crown, through the hamds of @arieus speculators, and
fimally to the local magnate. We have seen this te

| ‘|88, §90-913. A convenient SUmmATY of the
devolutien ef these lands ie given in Nanneu MBS.148.



