So

living in 1329/30 and presumably died in that year, he
would have been between eighty five and ninety years
0ld on his death. Surely the coincidence of two

successive octogenarian generations is most improbable.l'

There are some discrepancies in the pedigree with
regard to the wivés of Meurig Vychan. In one pedigree
Dwnn  gives Meurig two wives - first, Angharad,
daughter of Gruffydd ap Bleddyn ap Owen Brogyntyn;
secondly Eva, daughter of Emion Vychan of Mochdre .2
In another, however, he gives one only = Angharad%'
"Llyfr Silyn" gives the mother of Meurig Llwyd ap
Meurig Vychan as Gwladus, daqghter of Gruffydd ap
Owen ap Bleddyn ap Owen Brogyntyn.u' Griffith, in
the Nannsu pedigree, gives the one wife with her
ancestry as in "Llyfr Silyn", but her name is given
as Angharad.5' In the Hengwrt pedigree, however,

Griffith gives her name as Gwladus and addss "in some

books Angharad".6'

1. Thé reference in the bibliogzb,hy %o Dr.Richards'
article ("Bywgraffiadur",P. to another document
in "Littere Wallie",no0.283, is in all probability
not to this Meurig Vychan of Nannsu. In this document,
dated the 6th. Ootober, 1284, a "Meuric Vychan" is
one of those bound to keep the peace towards Rhys ap
Maredudd. Apart from the chromological difficulty,
the document is concerned with South Wales and is
dated at Talyllychem (i.e. Talley). It refers
presumably, therefore to amother Meurig Vychan.

20 m' Po 34. 5.’ 1bido PP0226"'70
4, "Llyfr Silyn" P.214. S5e¢ Griffith,P.200,. 6.1bid.P.201
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Is it not possible that in this case the two Meurig
Vychans in the Nannau pedigree have been confused,
as the wife of Meurig Vychsn ap Hywel Sele was |
Argharsd, in this instance a daughter of Dafydd ap
Cadwgan of Llynwent, Co. Radnor?l’

The éther fivg sons of Ynyr Vychan, according to
Robert Vaughen, weres Howel, who received the lands
bordering on the river Iddon; Enion wﬁo-had Camerch;
Gruffydd; Llewelyn; snd Ynyr.2® Griffith, while not
including Enion, Gruffydd, Llewelyn and Ynyr in the
Nannau pedigree adds a further son - Dafydd.3'

In this respect Griffith agrees with Qgggu'.

There is a discrepancy here, however. Whereas in the

Nannau pedigree Griffith makes no mention of an Hoion
son of Ynyr Vychan, yet in the Bryn y Neuadd pedigree5f
an Elin, daughter of Einion ap Ynyr Vychan of Nannau

marries Gwilym, second son of Even Lloyd of Bodsilin.

1. Griffith. P.200.

2., Robert Vaughan, '"Notes on the House of Nannau",
Arch. Camb. 1863, P. 1350. ;

5. Griffith. P.200.
4, Dwnn., P.226-7.
5. Griffith. P+355.
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Moreover, in the pedigree of Ty Calch and Cerrig
Gwyddel!* Ieuan ap Einion marries a Gwenhwyfer, dsughter
of Einion ap Yayr Vychan of Nannau. In the PLAS
TREGAYAN pedigroea' however, in which this marriage

is mentioned, Gwenhwyfer is described mereiy as the
daughter of Ynyr Vychan. The situation is most
complicated and appears even moré 80 whenyﬁe”aompafe

the pedigrees of Nannau and Bryn y Neuaddgé

BRYN ¥ NEUADD NANNAU
Gor?nwy | : Me?fig
Gruffydd . Ynyr

Margaret : évan Lloyd of Boﬁfilin Yn;? Vychan
Gwilym . Eﬁnion Meur%g Vychan
T~ Blin Meurig Llwyd

w;nhwyfer *  Howel Sele'
If the marriage of Gwenhwyfer, daughter of Meurig Llwyd,
to Evan Lloyd is correctly stated, it will be seen that
although a generation younger than Elin, jet she married
the latter's father-in-law. What evidence there is
suggests that there was an Einion ap Ynyr Vychan of
- Nanneu, but the pedigrees are not at all clear on this
point, J '

1, Grigfith. P.148.
2, ibid. P.159%:
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Nothing is kmown of any of these other sons except
Howel, the second son., It wankron him that the first
of the many cadet branches of the family descended —

\-

that of Hengwrt, thussl'

Ynyr Vychan = Gwenhwyfer {in some books Gwenllian)
o8, l
' 2y
Meurig Vychan quel

[
Llewelyn
\
Ynyr

l -
Llewelyn

'
Inyr
|
Howel, of Gwengraig

\
Gruffydd, of
?wengraig.

Howel Vaughan,
(1.1608) ot'Gwongraig.

Catherine (1594-1622/3) = Robert Veughan

d. of Gruffydd (antiquary),
Nanney .

Robert Vaughan gives further additions to the pedigree
in the form of two more sons for this Howel ap Ynyr.

L]
B

1, Griffith., P.201,
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“Howel ap Ynyr Vaughsn", he writ;s, "had 3 sonnes and
divided his lends amongst them, Llewelin the eldest
had y Ddwy, Boething, Maeston,Arddyn and twelve

. tenements more; Meredith the 2 sonne ha@ all the
landalgrop Maesyllech to the river Iddon, hafod

Meredfth, Crosgarnedd, and meny other tenements.

Howel Goz, the % sonne had Maesyllech' and -the- - ... ... ..
remainder of his father's inheritance’ whose lands

were ‘ascheated to the crown." *

Robert Vaughan adds a note on Hywel ap Ynyr
Vychan - "I fin®.in the records at Ceernarvon a°
X1 of the King Edwerd the 3rd. (1337/8) that Howel

ap Inyr was elected Coroner of Ardudwy, Talbont and
Estimenner; and continued in that office until the

17 yeare of the same King (1343/4),and then leaving
the office, one Griffith ap Iorwerth was chosen in
his roome."a'Like his father and brother, Howel
served the English Crown in a minor official capacity

for en appreciable number of years.

1. R, Vaughan. PNoﬁea on the House of Nannau", ;
* Arch., Camb. 1863, P.131. i

2, ibid. P. 131.
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It is Robert Vaughsn, too, who has pressrved for us
the only other reference to this Howel. In some
notes which he ook from the Records of Inquisitions
held for the county uf Merioneth, ﬁrobab;y_;g the
Exchequey at Caerneryon, none of which are supposed
‘to be now in existence, thery is a reference dated
1347/8 %a the insufficient return made hy the sheriff
of Merioneth to a cgrtain writ which Griffinug de fh\

Y
:
N

Pole had brought against Howel ap Eher in & ples of
debt.l‘ For the pdme year tﬁere is a reference to a
‘Howel ap Ener whéﬁdid not aanaf to repiy to one Rhys
ap Madoc de Hendo¥'in & plea off debt.2* There is also

a further reference to a "Howell ap Ynyr" Coronator

Merioneth et Avdydwy, anno 16 Edwerdi 2."2*(1342/3).

Mourig Vychan, according to Gpiffith, had only
ong son, Meurig Llwyd.“' There is sufficient evidence,

1. Robert Vaughan, "Notes from the Records of
Inquisitions held fer the County of Merioneth",
Arch, Oamb. 1846. P. 396, ;

2. ibid. P. 397,

3. ibid, P. 398.
4, Qﬂflﬂ o Pe 200_'..
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however, to warrant adding at least another son,
Howel. ﬁobert Vaughan states that Meuric Vychan
had six sons, "as GuttynOwen recordeth" and that
"Howel the eldest he left noe essus male.":*

This would explain why he finds no place in the
pedigrees. The other sons mentioned by Robert
Vaeughan were: Meuric Lloyd®’ of Nanney, Griffith
Lloyd, Ieuan, Llewelyn, David and Ynyr Lloyd, 'who
all shared in the partition of their father's lands.:
That Howel did indeed exist is proved both by a
eulogy written by Gruffydd Llwyd to Hywel and
Meurig Llwyd of Nannaui'. sons of Meurig Vychan,

and by reference to the Ministera' accounts.

According to Gruffydd Llwyd there was an

"excellent exchange of gold for good poetry at Nannau.

In fact, the Lords of Nannau, Hywel and Meurig,
"urddesent em folient fi

&r eu ng'edd_.o.dd’ ml'ydu._n"l'-

.Robnrt Vaughnn. "Notes om the Nouse of Hannnu.
IIOH-‘OIID. 1863. FP,131=2,
2o « P4s200, states he married Mallt, deughter of
ol Plckhill ap Dafydd ap Goronwy ap Iorwerth ap
loul ap lorouug ap Sandde Hardd, Lord of losm.
3.E-D.J’on0!. 0p.ci'l§. PeBo
oE.DoJOl... op.cit. P.8. "Omddl\: 1010 Goch .c
Ereill®, PP.119-121,
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L4

The ssme impression is conveyed by anothog/é;;tenporar}
poet, Llywelym Goch ap Meurig Hen. quv;s an uncle to
Hywel and Meurig Llwyd and wrote a "oywydd® deseribing
qhe snoﬁ which kept-hiam:from sgiig to visit his patrons

in South Wales. But helfaa/cé;pennated by the kindness
of his two nephews,. “He-d;scribes thelr common delights -
" reading the lew, and tﬁg 0ld Welsh clLromicles, playing
on the ‘crwtht, and following greyhounds.“l' In other
words, they were mnot uncultured self-seekers. They
honoured the bards and their traditional culture. They
were taking an intelligent interest in the affairs of
the world and particularly of their own estates = in
so far as these existed = laying the foundation for
future oxpansion by assimilating legal principles and

practice.

And yet they were also faithfully serving the
alien English sdministration in their commote. In the
Ministeés' Accounts for 1391/22', "Meur®' Leit" is
found as rheglaw of Talybont (this seenms to have been
almost a hereditary office) and he shared the farm of
the havotry of: Taiybont with Howell ap Meurik.

l. E-D. Jonas' opocitp_ P.B.
20 .P_‘oRoOo 806/1205/20
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In the account for 1395/61' they aré both in possession
of the farm of the havotry this time of"Talpont et
Tundaday". After thia rétéronce} “"Howel's name

does not occur,and Meurig Lloyd occurs only in one

more account ~ that of the Sheriff of Merionethshire
for 1399/1400.2° ~ as the woodward of Talybont and,
Joint farmer with Eignion ap Ithel of the havotry of
Merioneth. This may have bheen due¢ t¢ the Crown's
changing handsy but it was more probably because of
Hywel and Meurig's deaths, as Meurig's son, Hywal

Sele, hoids various minor offjices in this mame accouﬁt,
ﬁnd anothex son Gruffydd Derwas appears in the Accounts
from 1414/5.3’

Qhe;e ie s further reference to a Heurig.Llwyd
in the Patent Roll dated é%rd; November, 1398. Thisg
‘is "g pardon to Meuruc Lloid for ‘all treasons and
felonies committed before Thursday the last dey of’ -
January lgqt, except murders and rapes, on condl tion
that he wéslnot indicted before that date for a common

thief, or approver, nor appéaled of murder, nor
n'te

cempassed the King's death."”'*..

1. P.R.Os 806/1203/4.
2. PsRs0o 806/1203/5.
3. PoR.0. 806/1203/7.
4 Ogl,Pay. Rolls, 1398, P. 453.

e,
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If this is Meurig Lloyd of Nennsu'® it must surely
infer that he was a follower of the Duke of Gloucester.
In the Parliement of 17th. September, 1397, Gloucester,
together with the Earls of Arundel and Warwick,was
found guilty of treason,’ This was the conclusiom of
the long contest between Richard and Gloucester.,
Gloucester himself died, prcbably murdered, on the
24¢th, September, before his trial could be hold.5'

In the Parlisment of fho following year opened at
Shrewsbury on the 28th. January ‘s general pi#on was
promulgated, and all previous pardons had te be renewed
at a heavy prioe.5' We must presume, therefore, that:
this Meurig Lloyd received one of these charters of
pardon as & former adherent of the Duke. If this is the
Meurig Lloyd of Nannsu it would aﬁpear he held the
offices he did despite his comnection with Gloucester.

1. Note, however, that Robert Vaughan stated that
"Meurig Lloyd dyed few yeers before the death of
Richard 114 (1399) - "Notes on the House of Nannau"
Arch, Camb. 1863, P.131,

2. Stubbg, "Constitutionel History of England", 3rd. ed.
Vol, 11, PP.51?-8; Anthony Steel, "Richard 11", '
\

3. Bteel, op. cit., P.237. § L
4, Stubbs, op.cit., P.520, e
5. Bteel, Op.cit. P.242,

P02560 £



It may be significant, however, that Gloucester
had been appointed Justice of Chester and North
Wales in Jume, 1388,and had continued to hold the
appointment until March 159#.1’

Meurig Lloyd's son, Hywel Ssla?f continued the

family tradition of co-operation ~ with the English
administration, 1if not necessarily with the English
Crown. In the Ministers' Account previously referred
to for 1399/1400,"Hoel sely ap meur' lleyt" pa&s seven
pounds rent for the farm of the Amobr of Talybont,
which has been granted to him for two years, of which
this is the first. He also pays six shillings and
eight pence for the dpistaf" of Abormaw& which he

has been granted for two years, of which this is the
first.3'

éo.

1, Steel, op.cite, FP. 201-2.

2., Griffith, P. 200, states he merried Mali, daughter
of Binion ap Gruffydd sp Llewelyn ap Cynwrig ap
Osborn Wyddel of Corsygedol. E.D. Jones, op.cit.
P. 14, has ap interesting chert illustrating this

* and subsequent marrisges between the families of
Nannau an& Corsygedol.

3. PsRo0s 806/12203/5.



These are the only documentary references to Hywel
Sele, but his name is connected with one of the many
romantic iegonds which surround the story of Owen
Glyndar. Sir J.E. Lloyd, however, in his biography
of Owen Glyndcr, seeking, as he tells us to "clear
away & good deal of the undergrowth of legend and
error which had gathered around the story of the champion

wls was presumably so suspicious

of Welsh independence,
‘of the iate appearance of this legend that he did not
mentiohrﬂywol Sele once in his book. The legend first
sppesred in the seventeenth century, rrbm the pen of the
Merionethshire antiquary Robert Vaughan of Hongwrt.a'
It grew a little in the course of time until it was

given its modern form, with all the later accretions

61,

l. J.E. Lloyd, '"Owen Glondowur", Preface,P.vii.

2. R. Vaughan, "Notes on the House of Nannau"
Arch. Camb. 1863, PP, 131-2; also in Penton
M3, 53, transcribed in an eppendix to
"A Higtory of the Island of Anglesey", 1775
ed., as "Memoirs of Owen Glendower'", P. €6. 7
The title page states that the memoirs were
originally written by Thomas Ellis, Rector
of Dolgelley, but J.B., Lloyd,("Owen Glendower",
P,148), olagims it is the work of Robert
Vaughan es found in Panton M8. 53.



included, by T.P. Kllis in 1928.1* It might be of
interest to include here his summary of the legend ,
as he has attempted to place it in its chronological

setting,

In June, 1401, T.P, Bllis tells us, Hotspur, the
Governor of North Wales, visited Dolgelley, probably
invited by Hywel Sele of Nannau, who,.like many other
landlords disliked the "peasant" revolt led by
Glyndﬁr.g‘ As Hywel Sele was a dangerous man to

be at liberty, Glynd@r decided to cepture him, -and

éx

1, $.P§4Ellis' "Dolgelley and Llanelltyd", PP,
2=74,
One of the most fanciful accounts of the
legend is that given by Louisa Stuart
Costello, in "The Falls, Lakes and Mountains
of North %ales" (1845, PP, 177-183, under
the heading "Nannau Park, or The Ravines."

2. As T.P. Bllis does not provide footnotes
I have been unable to discover the ‘source
of many of his statements, such as the
invitation by Hywel Selg to Hotspur and
the fact that the Glyndwr rebellion was
a peasant revolt.

L




early in 14021* he attacked Nannau suddenly and made
Hywel Sele a prisoner. Rgturning to Dolgelley;
Glyndwr found his way blocked at Llsmelltyd bridge
by Gruffydd ap Gwyn, the gon—inﬁlaw of Hywel Sele
.who had come with two huﬁdrqd men to rescue the
prisoner. A battle ensued on the bridge and Owen
eventually succeeded in cutting his way through the
opposing ﬁgrgo,lehvingﬁsixtyfot_hisfenemies dead.
The Abbot of Cymer then intervemed and made an
arrangement whereby Hywel Sele agreéd to support
Giyndﬁr or at any rate not to oppose him snd was
therefore set free. A short while later Glyndar
visited Nannau, probably to discuss terms of support,

and he and Sele went out into Nannau park together,

3

1, This date is confirmed by the "Memoirs of Owen
Glendower", op.cit.; Ps 66,, which states under
AeD.1402s "Owen burnt the house of Howel Sele,
of Nanney, who withsteood out for the King,and
Yook him along with him. Griffith ap Gwyn, of
Ardudwy, who came to attempt the rescue of his
cousin Howel, was beaten and most of his men
killeds Howel was. so disposed that he was
never seen or heard of again by his friends."
This is also a conveniéent summary of Robert
Vaughan's account of the event as comtained
in Arch. Cenb, 1863, Pel31=2., the one
difference beibg that im this latter account
he writeéss "It is daid that Owen Glyndower
ceused Howel Sele to be lette down into a
hollow osk where he ended his life....."
ivid., P. 132, , :
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While strolling there thiy saw a deer and Hywel,
pretending to aim at it with his arrow, suddenly
turned and shot at Glyndsr. Glynd;}, however, was
wcaring:coat of meil, and tlierefore escaped indu;y.l‘
In revenge he immediately slew Hywel Sele and,
carrying the corpse a little way, he thrust it into
the hollow trumk of an ol4t:ea where it remaingd fox
{gbout forty years. fﬁia tree was known in the

locality as "Ceubren yr Ellyll“.a'

.ke A plece of nineteenmth century doggerel dressed
up as verse paints the following delightful
pictures

"Then cursed Howel's cruel shaft,

His royal brother's blood head quaffed.
Alas! for Cambria's weal! }
But the false arrow glanced aside,
For 'neath the robe of royal pride,
Lay plate of Milan steel."

Walter Thornbury (1828-76),
"The Demon Ogk." = = -
Quoted by E. Rosalie Jones, "History of Barmouth
and Vicinity." P.210, :

2e A legend grew that this tree was haunted, and this
brompted the following remsrkable effusion from
' Thomes Pennants "How often has not warm fancy seen
the fairy tribe revel round its trumk{! or may not
the visionary cye have seen the Hamadryad burst
from the bark of its coeval tree?" -
gpﬁ:;pt, "Tours in Weles", 1883 ed., Vol. 3,
. 0.2 ] o
. When Richard Fenion visited Nanneu in 1813 with
Sir Robexrt Colt Hoare.-th¥ latter made a sketch
of this infamous osk on the 27th. July and that
seme night the tree was blown down by a gale.-
Journal Mer. Hist., Rec. Soc., Vol.1ll.,P,139. Its
eite is now marked by a sundlal and brass plabe
- TP, Bllis, "Dolgelley and Llenelltyd." P.74,.
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In this account of the legend T.P. Ellis seems
to be combining two versions - that of Robert Vgughan

1. Soma'additionél points

and that of Pennant.
mentioned by these two antiquaries but not included

in TeP. Ellis's account may be notéd. namely that
according to Robert Vaughan“°®, Hywel had refused wo

do homage to GlyndGr “al%housh he had been proclaimsd
Prince of Wales", and also that when Glyndar captured
Hywel Sele he also "spayled' and burned his house
which was the stateliest structure im all North Wales
(built by Cadwgan ap Bleddyn Prince of Powys about

300 years before)." Also, when Hywel Sele met his
untimely end, pg left, according to Vaughen, a #yq

year old son'oélied Meurig Vychan. Pennant's account3'
states further tpgt forty yéarn after the event the
skeleton of a large man, such as Howel, was discovered
in the hollow of a great oak. He also states that im
bis time (1778) the ruins of the old house were to be

seen in Nannau Park '"a mere compost of cinders and

ashes",

l.«Pennant, op.cifi Vol,111, P.310-311,
R, Vaughan, "Notes of the House of Nannau'"
Arch, eamb. 1863. .

2¢ Ro Vaughan. op.cite, Ps131.

3. Pennant o 0D cit °y Pl311 ° : .
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Yet another piece of circumstantial evidence is provided |
by the anonymous contributor to "The Cornhill Magazine"

of 1884, who, quoting fennant's version of the legend,
addss "As to Howel Sele, when the blackened ruins of

his burnt castle were.cleared aéay some years ago to '
build a lodge for Nsnnau deer park, three immense bronze
cauldrons were brought to light. mh;y_haye l;nce been . - °
‘kept at Hengwrt and the biggest appears to me quite
capsble of boiling down into venison broth the whole of
that doe which Howel Sele should have shot, instead of

aiming at the terrible Glendower."l'

It may be significant
that there is no reference at any other pgrfod to the .

destruction of the mansion at Nannau.

It is indeed possible that an incident similar
to this legend, though perhaps not quite as romentic,
may have occurred. We know that in Pennant'’s time
the house standi;g in Nannau Park had been built by
Hugh Nanney Hén st the beginning of the seventeenth
centurya; and that the remains of the old house would

be of an earlier date.

1, "A 01 80 of Wales a lhnﬂrod Years Ago", in "The
Cornhill Magazime', 1884, P.417, being oxtractl from

the eighteenth contury di of Mrs, Baker, ledy

houaokoqpor to Hugh Vanshcn. Squiro of Hengwrt.

2e E,D. Jon‘s_.. opocitc. Poll,



Moreover, although there is no contemporary evidence
to prove the truth of the incident, what evidence
there is would suggest that Hywel Sele was not likely
to Join a rebollioq_asainst thie English Orown,

It is much more probable that, like Gwilym ap Gruffydd
of Penrhyn, he would have been a poiiﬁioal'opportunint
who would have joined Glyndarbwith‘reluctance and
deserted him at the earliest possibie bpportunity.l‘
Hywel's father, grandfather and uncle had all worked
with the new administration nd he himsel? hed held
minor offices under the Crown. Moreover, his brother
Gruffydd Derwas and his own son, Meurig Vychan,
continued to serve the English Crown in Merionethshire,
Gruffydd Derwas, indeed, is found holding various
minor offices in 141#/152' = within nine years of the
time when GlyndCr was at the height of his power, that
is, in 1405/6.3°

But all one may conclude from the evidence is that

such a legend might well have had some basis of truth.

s J.R. Jones, “rhe Development of the Penrhyn Estate
up to 1431", PP.132=-3,

2_0 PiRoOo 806/1205/?-
3¢ J.E. Lloyd, op.cit., P, 126,
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Morecver, as the only reference to Hywel Sele in the
Ministers' Accounts is for 1599{1400}' ahd“as‘his name
does not occur in the next Account - that for 1413/14

= We can presume that he died between these dates,
possibly in 1402 ab the hands of Glyndwr. The approx-
imate date of his death is further fixed by the life- . -
span of his son Meurig Vychan, who flourished from

1436 to 1460.2 This would tally with a birth-date

of ¢.1400.

1. P,R.0. 806/1203/5.
29_ Nﬁnnau MSS. 2 - 15'




CHAPTER 1i1

Ce 1400 = c. 1540

"

+erevsves the course of my auncestors w'eh with
viddome longanimity and temperance from tyme to

tyme had raised their fortunes... i

ir’ John Wynn,

"History of the Gwydir Family."
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"Sir John Wynn of Gwydir.

o

The hundred and £ifty years which followed the
Glyndﬁr revolt saw vast changes in the political,
economic and social structure of Wales. This perioAd
witnessed the accumulation of landed properties in
the estates of the new gentry class, with all its
consequent social chaos, sggravated by the effects
of the Black Death, the GlyndZ%r Rebellion and the
wars of the Roses. The end of this period produced
that Tudor legislation which tied Wales to lkngland
with both vi sible and invisible chains, and which
marked the culmination of all those Anglicising
influences which had been at work since and even
before the English conquest. For the family at
Nannau this wses a crucial gtage in their history.
The descendants of Ynyr Vychan, like many others of
pheir class in Wales, can be seen building up during
this period, the nucleus of a large "modern" estate
which was to ensure the emergence of their children
and grandchildren among the foremost of the
Merionethshire gentry.

This period has been graphically portrayed by

1 Sir John Wynn was a

Yo.

1, Sir John Wynn, "The History of the Gwydir Family"
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rép;ese;tat;ve of the same social class as the
"dwellers at Nannau. He died in 1627 and had written
an account.of the lives and times of his ancestors,
especinlly in the fifteenth and sixteenth_centuries,
which presents a vivid picture of théhsociety in which
Meurig Vychan, his son Dafydd and his grandson, lywel,
lived. 8ir John writes, for the most part, of
Eifionydd, the’' southermost section of Caernervonshire,
It was in Eifionydd that Sir John's uncle, wken yet
a child, saw Howel ap Madog Vaughan, mortally wounded
in a family feud, "layd iﬁ his bed, and his wounded
men in a grest number lyinge in 2 cocherle gbove
the degree neer the highe table all the breadth of
this hall all gored and wellowinge in their owne
blood and sawe the gent milch kine brought to the
hall doore and there milked. And their milke caried
hotte from the kine to the wounded men by them to
drunke for the restoringe of their blood.“l'
Conditions much the same as those which prevailed
here must have prevailed slsgo in lMerionethshire,
.immediately to the south. &8ir John tells us, indeed,
of a certain "BEvan krach" = "a man of great account

in those dayes at Ardudwy and dwelt at kelli lyden

1. 8ir John Wynn, "Dhe History of the Gwydir Family",
P-SS-’ |



in the p'ishe of maentwrog." - end reports the ?hraat
wade to the beseigers of the house of Sif John's
ancegtor, Evan ap Robert (1437 - 68)1', that "as
soone as the water at Traevhmawr will geve leave
Jeuan krach my m'x his kinsman wilbe here with
Ardudwy men, and then yow shalbhe all.aléyne.”e’

This Evan ap'Robert'; son, Maredudd,bodght a lease

on Dolwyddelan castle in Nantconwy in.order %o avoid
the family feuds in Eifionydd, "where there was
nothinge hut killinge and fightinge."a'

Sir John describes the outlaw-ridden countryside
and the many feuds which seemed to thrive in the
desolation left by the Glynd@r revolt and the Wars
of the Roses,and which continued to such effect in
Gifionydd "that in those dayes and in that wil@g
worlde everye men stood upon his guarde..and wénﬁ ﬁot
abroade but in sorte end soe armed as yf he went to

ke We can

the field %o enéounter with hies enemies,
also see the far from salutary effects of the wars in

France in the way one returning soldier attacked the

Ya.

*l. "Bywgraffiadur", P.1031.

2, Sir John Wynm, op. cit. P.45.
5..Sir Johﬁ Wynn, op cit. P. 51,
4. ibid. P.P, 38 - 39,
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mansion of Hoeli ap Rees in Bifionydd"after the maner

he had seene in the frenche warre:."l’

The whole
country, including ﬂerioﬁefhshire, was in a state nf
acute lawlessness. 8ir John refers to a "damnable
custom" in the Marches where it was possible for
offenders againat the law, even murderers, to pey a
fine of five pounds for their release - provided they
were not involved in a casé of treason. This custom
"was used also in mowddwy untill the new ordinance

of wales made in vicesimo septimo of Henry the eighto”z“
We also get a glimpse of the physiéal nature of
the country, for we "are to understand that in those
‘dayes the countrey of Nanconway was not onelie wooded,
Bk glgo all Car'r, Merionythshire, and denbigheshire
seened to be but one forrest and wood, havinge few

inhabitants,"2*

Such was the social and physical setting of the
lives of Meurig, Dafydd, and Hywel. It was a time
vhen land was coming on the market snd fhe stronger
or more fortunate wers buying up the lands of their

)
S

l,8ir John Wynn, op.cit. P, 46, 3
2, ibid. P, 42,
5+ ibid. P. 53.
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less foﬁtunate and weaker neighbours. It has been
shown that in Caernarvonshire "roughly between 1460
and 1550....... & revolution in land-ownership may,
perhaps, be said to have teken place as land, loosened
from the hold of its medievel organization, became
availsble for exploitation and possession by a new

kind of landed proprietor."l'

what was: true of
Géernarvonshire gseems also to have been true of
ierionethshire, and the Nammeys, like the wynns of
Gwydir, the Maurices of Clenennsu &nd others during
this veriod took advantuge of the mgrket. Their

sctivities in this sphere will be conslidered later.a'

According to Robert Vaughan, Hywel Sele died ab
the hands‘of Glynd@r, leaving a two-year old son
called Meurig Vychan.3' This may ﬁall be corrach,
for Lf we accept a birth date of 1400 for keurig
Vychan, this would be consistent with the date of his
death ~ that is, between 1460 snd 1480.%° Elsewhere,

1. W.0.Williams,"Galendar of the Caernarvonshire Quarter
Sessions Records", Introduction P,1lxiii - & summery of
the work of Frofessor T. Jones Pierce.

2, Vide Infra, Ch. 4. '

%, R. Vaughan, "Notes on the House of Nannau',Arch.Camb.
. 1863, P.l132. R '

4, There is a-gap in the Neanau MSS. betweon 1460 and
1480, presumably on account of the Wars of the Roses.
The ls st dosument in which Heurig Vychan appesrs is
dated 1460 - Nannsu MS. 13,
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This Mallt was herself one of the patrons of Lewis
Glyn Cothi.'* ;

The second dsughter mentioned by Robert Vgughan was
called Lleukw, and she married Ieuan ap iieredydd of
Istumcegid.e' This marriasge iz referred to by Sir John
Wynns "Indeede Jeusn ap m'edd' maryed in his youthe
lleikye the dsughter of howell Sele ap meiricke of the
house of Nanney in merionythshire and begat by her
Meredith ap Jeusn."?* Lleuku married a man who equalled
her father in the strength of his loyalty to the English
Orown and opposition to Glyndwr. Sir John Wynn tells us
that "Jeuan beinge maryed‘enioyed ﬁoth their houses, viz
keven y van and kéaél'syfarch and for that Jeuan then
Counstable of Cruketh clave faste to the kinge. Owen

glyndoor burned them bothe to coﬁl@e ashes,"**

1. E.D. Jones, "The Family of Nannau of Nannau", P,9.
20 Griffith, P,200; N.L.W. Peniarth 131, P.98.

3. Sir John Wynn, op.cit. P.20. .
i.e. Jeuan ap Meredith = Lleuku,d. of Hywel Sele
: of Nanngu

]
? Meredith,of Ystumcegid = Margaret, d.
3 of Einion ap
Ithel, of
Rhiwaedog.

4. ivid,P.18.Recent excavations at Cefn y Fan have .shown
that although "the destruction of the house in 1403, by
Owen Glyndwr,can be accepted with some confidence',yet
the excavation showed that the destruction had not been

; by fire." - AJH.A.Hogg,"A Fourteenth Century Houge -
 Pite ab Ocfn-y-Ran",Caerns Hist.goc,1rans.1953, BP 1-7-

v‘
L 4



Jeuan, moreo#er{‘pad married his son Meredith
to iargeret, 1aughtér and .heiress of Einion ap Ithel
of Rhiwsedog, ''whoe belonged to ye house of lancaster }
soe he clave fast to that houaeaiﬁ'ﬁhgﬁztyme when Owen
zlyndoor rebelled in wales so that in éhe tyme of that
warr he end m'edith ap hqlkyn_l}oyd of Glynllivon had:
the csherge of the towne of anrﬁ'von'andfan Englishe
capteyne was over the castell in revenge whereof Owen

1.

burned his ‘two houses....." _when we remember that

according to Robert Vaughana' it was a Griffri ap Gwyn

of Ardudwy, husband of one of the daughters of Hywel
Selej' who had attempted to rescue Hywel from Glynd&r
at Llanelltyd bridge, more circumstantial evidence
accrues which seems to point to the veracity of the
scle legend, ahd té a family "alliance" (if thet 1s not
too strong a word) against Glynd@r.

It seems that Gruffydd Derwas, in his capacity as
guardian to his nephew, resided at Nannau, taking the
place of the head of the family. He continued the

femily policy of co-operation with the English adminis- -
tration and his name is found in the Ministers' RAccounts.

fop l414/5:4' in, the wery wake of the Glyndﬁp'Rebellion..

Y.

1.8ir John Wynn,op.cit.P.2l.Binion ap Ithel of Rhiwaedog
was an Bsquire of the Body to John of Gaunt, Duke of
Lancaster, in 1395. = "Bywgraffiadur',P.541.

2:Re Vaughan,op.cit P,132, s

3+Prosumably a fourth daughter of Hywel Sele.

4.PeRs0, Min.Aoc. 806/1203/7.



In the Account of the ringilds of Talybont for that
year Gruffydd Derwas is recorded as paying ten shillings
'vent fob She farn of the "£LPAh® of Penantigl. He
appears in the same Miniéters"Account to have
irherited what must have been régarded as the family
office of rhaglaw of Talybont, for which he pays forty
shillings and four pence. He is also recorded as
paying thirty shillinge and fourpence for the farm

of the office of woodward, and twenty one shillings and
eight pence for the farm of the "amobr." There seenms: .
to be sufficient evidence here to Justify - in pufp at 2
least - Robert Vaughan's claim that Gruffydd Der#ias
"was the chiefest man of command'in_éur country all

] and Tudur Penllyn's eulogy:

his tyme,'
"Gruffydd Derwas, gwanas gwyr,
¥ blasna o bobl Yayr." 2°
~ strengthens this impression. In the following year,
.‘Iﬁowever, - 1415/16, Gruffydd Derwas is recorded in the
Accounts®® as holding only the "¢frith'of Penentigl
and the farm of the "amobr". He is not recorded either

as rhaglaw or ag woodward. In the Accounts for 1416/17"°

10 Ro Vaughan, OPe cite P 1330
2. E«D. Jones, op. cit: P.9.
5. P.R¢0. Min.Acc. 806/1203/9-
806/1203/10.
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 Gruffydd Derwas agein appesrs as holding the office of

rhaglaw, but none of the other offices.

He does not appear again, however, in any
Account until that for 1424/51' when he holds the
raglotry and mill of Talyhont end the court, toll, and
mill of Do;gelley. He may have fallen out of favour
during the latter part of the reign of Henry v, only
to be reinstated under Henry V1, for this Account is
the firsﬁ extant for Merionethshire of the new King's
reign. Robert Vaughan may therefore have been corbect
in his claim that Gruffydd Derwas was an "Esqr., of the
body of King Henry Sixth."2* In any case he continued
to hold office in ilerionethshire under Henry V1,
appearing as rhaglaw and as farmer of the mill of
Talybont and farmer of the court, toll and mill of
Dolgelley in 1425/6.2° In the Account for 1427/8t*
he is not recorded as rhaglaw of Talybont, but he is

1, PeReQ, Min, Acc. 806/1205/130
2. R. Vaughsn, op. cit., P.133.,

3\ 866/1204/1.
4¢ B8O6/1204/2,
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recnrded as farmer of the vill of Dolgelley. This is
significant, as Dolgelley was a bond vill, and is
recorded as sugh_in the survey of Merioneth made by

Edward 1's officials.l' .

This was not the first time such a grant had
been made, however, for it was noted in the last
chapterg' that Meurig Vyéhun &0 Inyr Vychan received
in 1338 the bailiwick of the reglotry of Talybont;
snd the town of Dolgelley. e have also seen that
Gruffydd Derwss had himself had soie interest in
Dolgelley since 1424/5 -~ namely éhe farm of its court,
toll and mill. Professor Jones Pierce has shown>®
that there was "a widespread'decay in the bond
townships" during the fifteenth century. He has 8lso
cormented on the failure of the adventurous spirits
among the official and upper landed classes during

this century to make investments, in the form of

leases in crown property, pay their way.q'

1. Arch, Gamb. 1867, P.184.

€. Supra, Ch. ‘2. F.4%.; Cal. Fine Rolls, 1338, P,83,

3+ T. Jones Pierce, "Some Tendencies in the Agrarian
History of Gaernarvonshire during the Later Middle
Ages," Oaserns. Higt. Soc. Trans., 1939, P.25..

s O
+s ibid. P.26.




g,

The Kanneys were no different, but it is worthy

of note thet as early as 1338 Meurig Vychan received

the farm of a bond township, and that Gruffydd Derwss
received the same in 1428. The grbund was well prepared
for any future extension of the Nanney estates into

the Crown territory of the bond vill of Dolgelley,

In the next Account - that for 1428/91' - Gruffydd
Derwas continues as farmer of the vill Sf Dolgelley and
also farms the "standum" and mill of Llanfachreth, He
continues to hold these appointments in the Accounts
for 1430/1, 1431/2 and 1434/5°° (there being no extant
accounts between 1431 and 1434),

It is at this time that Meurig Vychan's name occurs
in the Accounts and the first of the Nannau Manuscripts
appears in which one of the Nannsu family is mentioned.,
In 1436 a certain Llewelyn ap Ivan ap Owain, free tenant
of the Lord King in the township of ﬂiwyngwril,'leased
to Meurig Vychan ap Howel Sele, another free tenant,

[}
L]

le PsR.O. Min. dece. 806/1204/4,
2%@&Mm@f

L

SC6/1204/6;
S06/1204/7.

.
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a tenement called Tyddyn yn y Fron Goch in Llwyngwril,

for four years at an annual rent of twenty shillings.l'

In 1436, ieurig woulﬁ;be. presumably, about
thirty six years old and is here described as a froe
tenant. When he was about mineteen years old, in
1419/20, he was found to be co-heir, with Gruffydd
Derwas and others, to a "gwely" in the Extent of
Merionethshire.a‘ In the section of this Extent 1
which deals with the hundred of Talybont, it is ‘
recorded that in the township of Nannau there is omns
"gwely" of free land, the heirs of which are Gruffydd
Derwas, Meurig Vuchan, Ieuan Lloyd ap Howel, Gruffydd
ap deurig ap Meredudd Du ap Einion Penlloyd, and others.
These heirs pay to the Lord Prince an annual sum of
£4. 12. 8d. in four equal portions of twenty three
shillings and two pence. Moreover, they all owe suit
at the Hundred Oourt. They pay the Lord Prince ten
shillings in relief, ten shillings "gobr" and ten
shillings "amobr". They owe suit at the mill of the
%ord King at Llanfachreth, and psy to the Lord Prince

1. Nennau MS. 2.

2. "Record of Caernarvon", P.269,
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a due called "gogr" and "eVan",l' namely eighteen

shillings and sixpence.

Trere are two opinions regarding the date of this
survey. The editor of the "Recvord of Cgernarvon' gives
the date referred to above, that is, 7 Henry V (21
March 1419 = 20 March 1420)=*. 1T.P. Bilis, however,
decides on 1445 as the date of the survey.j‘ iWhichever
is correct - and I see no reason to doubb the former -
the survey is admittedly of =2 later date than those
of Cacrnarvonshire and Anglesey. It is also evidently
2 product of ths post-GlyndWr epoch, for it is
fragmentary, incomplete, snd "beurs on it the impress
of the country having gone through a terrible period
of stress, for over and over again is it said that land,
which once psid dues to the Crown, is now lying derelict

nite

for want of use. The sctual date is not all that

1. T,P,Ellis, "Welsh Tribal Law and Custom", Vol,ll,
P.439: a levy in kind in Merioneth. "Gogor'" = winter
food for cattle and "Bbran" = provender; but since
"efran" appears to be connected with "yfed" (to drink),
he renders "Gogor ac efran" as "food and drink."

2. "Record of Géernarvon“, Introduction, P.xx.

3. 1.P.Bllis, "Dolgelley snd Llanelltyd",P.79; "Y .
Cymmrodor",Vol.38,P,20. He gives no reason for choosing
this particular daste, however. :

4. T.P, Bllis, "Dolgelley and Idanelltyd", P.79.
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)
important; what is important is the way in which these
facts illustrate a general theme in the social history'
of this period. The theme has been stated by Professor

Jones Pierce.l'

Having established that the "gwely " comprised
"both an organic territorial structure and an assoc-
iation of persons bound together by reciprocal rights
and duties", he continuess "the dissolution of the
personal elements in the constitution of the "gwely"
will ususally leave the organic shell intact, until
concentration of holdings under single proprietorship,
through the mediums of purchese, mortgage snd exchange, ;
transforms the hemlet into a consolidated farm,"2*
In this Survey of Merioneth, in which the effects
of the Glynd%r revolt are so evident, we can see one
stage of this process. The aftermath of the Glyndar
Rebellion was itself to play an important part in the
decay of the "personal elements" in tribal society and
can be seen to some extent in this survey. Moreoverj the

portion dealing with the. township of Mannau we can see

the "organic shell" minus the "personsl elements" of

[ L SR —

[ the "ewely", A

1. T.Jones Pierce, "Some Tendencies in the Agrarian
Higtory of Cagernarvonshire!, Caerns. Hist.Soc.
Irans. 1939. .

2, ibid, P. 30.

el




The future will show Meurig Vychan and his
descendants concentrating holdings under their single
proprietorship and thus transforming the hsmlet into
a consolidsted farm. The process is particularly
evident in the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries =
"this age of universal change in social equilibrium,"l°m
during the lives of Meurig Vychan, his son, and his
grandson. The Nannay collection of deeds, while nob
enebling us to make & detailed study of this process
of consolidation or any full reconstruction of the size
and extent of the estate thug built up?'yct contain
sufficient evidence of the work of these thres members
of' the family to provide at le2st the bare outlines of

the stéry. Zhis process will be discussed 1ater.5'

§5

1. 1, Jones Pierce, "The Gafael in Bangor Ms. 1939",
Gymmr . TI'anq ® 19"“2 ’ Po 1600

Qs There are no extant rent-rolls, for example, before
1701 (Nannau W$.467). The "rental" of 1590
(Nannau M8. 169) is not & complete rental, but
deals with only a fragment of the Nannau estate.

31 Infra' Gho q‘.



uncle. In the Account for 1444/5

¢

Meurig Vychan's name first appears in the
Miniaters'Accounts in conjunction with that of his
1. Muruk Vaghan and
Gruff Derwas hold the farm of the mill of Llanfachreth,
SeRe Meyricke, the editor of Dwnn's "Heﬁaldic
Visitations", states in a footnote that keurig Vychsan

vas foreman of & Jury in 4neesioﬁ held at Cacrnarvon

_in 1444/5.7* In the next Account ~ that for 1448/9"

- Gruffydd Derwuas no longer has the farm of the vil)

of Dolgelley. His son Hywel is in possession, while

he himself, with Meurig Vychan, retains the farm of

the mill of Llaunfachreth. The next mention of Meurig
is in the first extant record of a purchase of land

by a member of this family. In 14514' Gruffydd Derwvas,
s free tenant in Nannsu, sold two "tyddynod" to ueuvrig

Vychan, another freetenant in Nannsu.

1o -POR.O. Mino AOC. 806/12014'/8¢

2. Dwnn, P.226, n.12. 4s Meyrick expresses his
obligations to VW.W.BE. Wynne of Peniarth, it is
possible that this footnote was based on family
material.

3. 806/1205/1.

4. Nannau MS. 9.
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Weurig's nafeappears next in some notes made by
Robert Vaughan, the antiquary, from some Records of
. Inquisitions.l' In an Inquisition held at Csernarvon
for Merionethehire in 1452/3, Keurig Vychsn and Hywel
pp Gruffydd Derwas were among the jurors when Daﬁid
Lloyd ap Sir Griffith Vychsn de Pol®*, gent., Hugh
sp leuwn ap Llewelyn de Bol, gent., ond Hulkin ap
fevan ap Llewelyn of the same, were accused of killing °
o certain Howel ap Gruffith ap Jenkin "cum lancea™.>*
In another, held the ssme year, this time at Dolgelley,
Gruffydd Derwas and Meurig Vychsn werc smong the
#itnesses who depcsed that & certain Thomas ap Howell
ap Griffith Bach of Llanuwchllyn, burnt the house of
Hywel ap Gruffydd Derwas at Garthgynfawr, a township
near Dolgellay, and that Ynyr ap Ithel Banwr of
Llanbedr stole the goods of Ieuan Vychan ap Graffith

% In the Ministers' Accounts for that year

ap Gwyn.,
(1452/3)° " Meurig Vychan and Gruffydd Derwas are again

recarded as farmers of the mill of Llanfachreth,

although the vill of Dolgelley has been taken over by ‘
& certain John Glyfford. °

e

1. R. Vaughan, "Notes from the Records of Inguisitions
held for the County of Merioneth".Arch.Gamb.l&#G,lBA?,
1848, These notes ssem to be taken from the proceedings
of the Justice's Sessions.

2¢ 1.0 Welshpool.

3« Rs Vaughan, op.cit., Arch.Camb., 1846, P,399,

Q‘n ibid' AI‘Ch.Oa.mbo. 1847. ,Po20. i . 5

50 P.ROO. Min.Acc. 306/1205/2. :
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Robert Vsughan's notes frbm the Records of
Inguisitions provide further evidence of lawlessness
in Nannau, as in other parts of Merionethshire at this
time = that is, at the beginning of the,uars of the
Roses.* In an inguisition held at Caernarvon at the
court of the Justice, Thomas Stanley, in 1#55/4,3'
meurig Vychan and Hywel ap Gruffydd Derwas were among
the witnesses who stated that Guttyn ap Rys ap Binus
of Garthgynfawr carriéd away three cows, valued at
fifteen shillings, the property of Meurig Vychan. There
seems to have been quite an extensive cattle raid on
wannau, for these witnesces also state that lIeuun
doch sp Llewelyn ap Griffith of Mathavarn, snd others,
stole four cows from a certsin Ieuan ap Inyr ap leusn
ap Meurig at Nannsu, and that Gwilim ap Binus ap
wadogyn of Garthbeibio, with his brother Hwllyn up
kinus, took six cows, the property of Siankin ap

Gwennach, egaln at Nannau.

In the next three Ministers' Accounts - that is,

for 1456/7, 1457/8 end 1458/9°° - these two, leurig

1. Vide supra, P.§7...
2. R. Vaughan, op.cit: Arch.Camb. 1848, P.69.
5+ PeRe0. Mine Acc. 806/1205/3;

S06/1205/4;
906/1205/5.
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Vychan and Gruffydd Derwas, continue to farm the mill
of Llenfachreth, This is the last reference we have
Yo Cruffydd Dexwasj the last mention of his nephew is
In & deed of ssle by Evan ap Adds ap John njnn, a free
tenant in Nannau, dated «t kieurig's house in Wennau

in 1459/60.1° There is a gap in the ﬁannau manuscript
for the next twenty years, so we must presume that

Meurig Vychan died between 1460 gnd 1480,%°

Gruffydd Derwas must have died at about the same
time. He had married Mabli, the daughter of Ivan Lloyd
ap Ivan Blaeneﬁ' One authority gives Gruffydd Derwvas's

house as Gwanas, Presumably becsguse he is recordaed
in the Ministers! Accduntg“as fermer of the "ffrith"

of Penantigi.s‘ According to Robert Vaughan, "he had

1., Nannau MS. 13.

2. leurig Vychen married Angharad, daughter of Dafydd
ap Cadwgan, of Llynwent, co. Radnor, by whom he
had a son Dafydd and a daughter Mary, who married
Gruffydd Lloyd of Rhagatt. - Griffith, P.2C0.

5. Dwnn, P.8%,
4. Glenn, "Griffith of Garn and Plasnewydd", P.202.

5¢. PoReOo Min.Acc. 806/1203/7; 806/1203/9;
Vide Supra, PF.77-8 ..,

6+ Glenn later states that Gruffydd's son Hywel was a
"Orown lessee of Pennartigi in Guanes" -~ ibid,P.202.
In the 1" Ordnence Survey map of Dolgelley and
.Digtrict, a Penantigi Uchaf is given in 16381,
within two miles of a Gwanas Fawr.



two sonnes, Howel the eldest, and Gwillim 2 sonne."l'
Ffom him, by his son Hywel}'descend; the family at

Gaerynwch.a'

This Hywel, "lived in great credit all
hisltyme"ﬁ', and was farmer of the vill, of - Dolgellsy
-in_14#8/94', one of the ringilds of Talybont in
1456/7°*, a thaglaw in 1458/95° and farugr of the
"ffriddoedd" of Penantigi, Gwsnas and Llanfihangel in
1471/2?‘. He was a "jurator" at an Inquisition at
Caernarvon in 1452/3, referred to above,a' and in
another of the same year (szlso referred to aboveg')
1s & record of the burning of his house at Garthgynfawr‘
near Dolgelley, by & certain Thomag ap Howell ap
Griffith Bach of Llanuwchllyn, In 1453/4 he was «
witness at an inquisition.held at Caernsrvon and

10.

referred to above. It appears from a "cywydd" of

9o

1. R. Vaughan, "Notes on the House of Namnsu", Arch.
Camb. 1863, P.133.

2. Griffith, P.322,

5« R. Vaughan, op.cit. P.133.
4, 306/1205/1,

506/1205/3 .

PuR.0, Min..Acc. 8C6/1205/5.
806/1205/6. |

Supra, F.&7..; R. Vénghan, "Notes from Records of
Inquisitions", Arch, Camb. 1846, P.399,

S\J.pra, P '1; R, Vaughan, Op.Gi‘bo Arcﬁ,CaIiﬁ:lell-?,P.ZOo
lhis seems to disprove Glenn's statement that Gruffydd
Derwgs lived at Penantigi in Gwanas, slthough

o
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Tudur Penllyn that & dispute had arisen between Hywel
ap Gruffydd Derwsg and Hywel the son of Gruffydd ap
Jenkyn of Llwydiarth, by Ma«llt, daughter of Hywel

1. In his poem the poet edvises M&llt, it she

Sele.
>is unable to reconcile the two young men, to bring
them before her uncle, Cruffydd Derwas. Tudur Penllyn
promises to help by composing more "cywyddau" to thesec
young men, and 1f that proved ineffective,

"cywydd dychdn s ganaf."a‘

9. (Cont. from nrevious page.)

#¢ must remember that Tudur renllyn referred to
Gruffydd ss "gwanas gwyr'", supra, .18,

10.5upra, P.88..; R, Vanghan, op.cit., Arch. Camb,
1848 ' l). 69 L ] e

ls -B:;Ds Jones, ops cit., P.9.
2.« E.D, Jones, op. cit., 2.9,

T
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The second son referred to by Robert Vaughan -
Gwilym - is mentioned in the nobes from the Records
of Inquisitions. ;n_{95?w/ 8 a Gwilim ap Griffithe
‘Derwas was one of %ﬁélwitnesses who stated that a
certain Jeuan ap Jeuan Morgan stole a horse from

Enner Ddwyd at Garthmaelan.l'

Another son - Meredydd =~
is included by Griffith in the Caerynwch pedisree.a'
Robert Vaughan mentions that Gruffydd Derwas "had

many daughters whomn he'proferred to grest houses,

as Cochwillan, Inysymsengwyn, Plas du, Madryn, and
Penllech etc:.‘ Griffith records the marriages of

all but one of these daughterssi- KMallt married

Gruffydd ap Robin of Cochwillan,”* Blliw murried

Jenkin ap Iorwerth of Inysymaengwyn;s‘ another (elther
£lliw or Gwenllian)married Ieuan ap Rhys of Plau Du,

6.

Llanarmon * while another married Morgan gp Hvan of

Penllech.7'

3

1. R. Vaughan, op.cit. Arch.Camb.,1848, P,259,

2¢ Gpiffith, P.322,

5+ R, Vaughan, "Notes on the House of Nannsu", Arch.
Caub, 1863, Polj}e 5

Yo Griffith, P.186. William Williams, "Observations on
the Snowdon Mountains'"(1802) E?.156-7, gives Mallt

a&s the grand=daughter of Gruifydd Derwas, an obvious

misconception. He has taken "Derwas" to be a separate

person, whose son Gruffydd had a daughter, Mallt. He

mentions "an eminence, or a hillock, which is called

Bryn Derwas" near the mansion house at Cochwillan,

S5« Griffit P.237,
A g_Hb i5h, )5

« 1l 2205, : :
7 ibid, P.175. There is no record of the Madryn marriage.
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The years covered by the lives of Meurig Vychan
Gruffydd Derwas, and Meurig's son Dafydd were good
ones for the bards. The family at Nannau seem to
have been liberal supporters of the traditional welsh
culture, unlike certain others of the '"banheddig"
class who, a8 a result of Glyndwr's revolt, no longer

1.

welcomed the bards. In the "cywydd" of Tudur Penllyn

referred to- abovea‘ the poet mentions the wine which

P
) &,

will be his at Nannaus- e
"g gwin yn Nennsu a gaf")'. '

ieurig Vychan was particularly noted for his hospitality

and generosity., Guto'r Glyn praised Meurig and his

wife Angharad, and their son Dafydd and his wife Elin.**

He also wrbte an elegy on the death of Meurig and

Angharad and their burial in Cymer Abbey and referred

to thelr many gifts of gold.5’ He wrote another poem

1. Francis Jones, "an Approach to Welsh Genealog;",
Cynrmr. Trans. 1948, o342,

?.- Supra, P 1$l
5« E.D. JOneS. Op.cit-, ];309.

4, ibig, P.103 "Gwaith Guto'r @lyn", ed. Ifor Williams,
* P.153.

5¢ B.Ds Jones, op.cits P.10; "Gwaith Guto'r Glyn",P.155.

.
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thanking Dafydd ap Meurig Vychan for the gift of a
horse,. * An snonymous "englyn" of this period gives
a concise yet effective picture of the hospitality
offered at Nannaui |
"Eistedd yr wyf wrth eirias dan = ymhlwy
ym mhlas Meurig Vychan,
cefais lety -a thy a than,
yeory, mi gef arian.” 2°

Another poem, by Tudur Aled - addressed to
Hywel ep Dafydd ap Meurig-suggests that Meurig
and Dgfydd died fairly soon after each other, leaving
Hywel a minor.ﬁ' This is confirmed to some oxtent
by reccerd evidence. Meurig Vychen died some time
between the years 1460, when his name last occurs in

a documentq', end 1480, when, in the next extant

-manuscript, Dafydd &p Meurig's name appears5'.

Dafydd's will is exbant, daved 1494.%°

1, E,D.gones, opscite., P.10, "Gwaith Guto'r Glyn",

. P.227.

2+ BJDeJones, op.cit., P.10; Nel.W. Peniarth 287,
Part 1, P.306 ~ Robert Vaughan's Book of Pedigrees.
This "englyn" is written at the foot of the page
(xeferrinﬁ to Meurig Vychan ap Howel Sele) with the
-caption: "says en old Berd,"

3+ B.DsJones, op.cit. P,10.

4, Nannau MS.13.

De Nennau uSth'o

6. Avch.Cemb. "Originel Documents,Vol.l,1877,P.143.
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The gap iﬁ,the Nannsu collection of deeds, from
1460 *+o 1480, is suggestive and nust obviously be
connected in some way with the havoc caused by the':
dars of the Roses. There iz no diréct evidence velating
to the part played by the family during the War. uwe may
infer thaet in common with the rest of M;ffonethshire
bhey were loyal to the Lancastrian cause.t® But this
is by no means certain. Ve must assume also thab the
lawlessnegs which affected the whdle of Wales also
gffected the Nannsu Alstrict. We have seen direct
evidence qf this lawless state at Nannau during the
first decade of the Wars of the Roses.>* This
sssumption is supported by the gep of twenty years i
the Nannaﬁ manuseripts, possibly because '"in the time
of that civill warres land was not ocught worth..."j'
the rule of law seems to have been non-existent ip.this
part of the count ry. It may be true that during these
dars "1ife carried on in many parts of the couantry as
though the kings and claimants, the greal gdbleé and,
their riotous retainers, the politicians and goldiers,
had not been busy cutting each other's throats on the

puplic stage;“u'- In Gwynedd, however, life did not

1. HeT.Evans,"Wales and the Waxrs of the Roses",P.89.
2. SU.I)I.‘E.,PP. 37.“3. (] i : d 3

3. Sir John Wynn, "History of the Gwydir Femily", F.33.
4, G,R. Elton, "England under the Tudors", F.2.
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carry on as before. In the Parliament for 1455, for
evagmple, part of its busiﬁess Was ﬁto ordeine and purvey
for restfull and sadde reule in iiales, and sette aparte
such riottes and disébeiaauncea a8 have be there afore

this tyme used."l‘

This, it will be noted, was at the
very beginning of the troubles. Lawlessness was
prevalent throughout Wales, and "Merionethshire subsisted
on cattle stealing, private feuds, burning of houses

and murdera,"a'

while market day at Dolgelley and
Conway was "a festival of looting and piﬁndor“.i‘ Later
this state of anaxrchy was to be intensified as a result
of the heroic stand teken at Harlech by Dafydd ap Einion
and the garrison of the castle. The Yorkists had not,
in the winter of 1461-2, pursued their advantage by
compelling this sole remaining Lancastrian stronghold
in Wales to surrender. Indeed, "Edward's supine -
indifference to the existence of this remote garrison
kept‘ﬂopth Wales in a state of war for several years
after the rest of the country had'?een brought:ipto

subjecbion. "t

l. QRoto Pﬂrl., vol.s’ P'279|

2 HoTe Bvens,op.cit.,P.86. He bases this statement on
Kobert Vaughan's "Notes from the Records of
Inquisitions", Arch.Camb. 1846,1847,1848,

3¢ HoT, Bvans, op.cit. P.86.,

4y ibid, P,1l44.,
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There is no record of any member of the family
actively participating in these Wars. They were not,
for example, smong the members of the garrison at

Harlech.l‘

But there wass ar indirect link between
Meurig Vychan and his son Dgfydd on the one hand, and
Dafydd ap Einion the commander of the castle. Meurig

Vychan was Dafydd's cousin, thuss

Binion ap Griffith

i e —

I ' A
leuvan ap Einion daughter
| |
f 1 ( 1
David ap Rees uap . MEURIG daughter
Binion Ieuan VYCILAN
l L )
DAFYDD“’

while not taking an active part in the wars, the
fanily may, in common with their neighbours, have been
sympathetic to the Lancastrian cause; and the Nannau
district must, in common with the re¢st of Merioneth-
shire and Gwynedd, have suffered from the desolation

(Y L]

1.°A ligt is given in H.T. Evans,op.cit. P.l44,

2. H,T, Evans, op.cit., P.145.,n.1, following Wynn,
"History of the Gwydir Family",1878 ed., P.28,
?gference to Gpiffith (FP.200,189) confirms this

nk,



#nich followed the ravages of Hepbert's army during the
campaign which saw the capture of Harlech c¢astle in
1468,1*  Sir-John Wynn tells us "EA'd the fourth sent
Will'm Earls of ienbrooke with a great armie to waste
the mountaine countreys of Caern'vonshire and Merioneth
shire and to take in to the castle of harlech.....".
oir John cryptically remerkss "#hich earl did executs

his chardge to the Full."=

By the end of bthe thirty &ears atruggle we find
that Meurig Vychan has dissppeared ffom the scene and
2 new name, that of his son Dafydd, appears in the
verious records. His name first occurs, in fact, in
1471/2,%" as farmer of the mill of Llanfachreth, and us
& rhingyll of Talybont. He continues to hold the office

of rhingyll throughout the reign of Bdward 1V.'' Ihis

ag

1. HeTe Evans, op.cit. PP,167=9,
2. Wynn, cp.cit. PP.33-4.
3¢ PsR.O. liln. Acc. 8C06/1205/6.

4. $06/1205/7; B8C6/1205/8; 806/1205/9;



suggests that although Lancastrian in sympathy, like
their neighbours, yet they continued in the middle
way znd were not averse to serving a Yorkist
'7government. They would seem, in fact, throughout
the Middle Ages, to have been prepared to serve
whichever faction was in power. A4And yet their naﬁés‘
are not recorded in the Ministers' Accounts for

1,

denry V11l's reign, although Dafydd's son Hywel

i3 recorded in vhe MAccounts for Henry V1ll's reign.”’
We cannot be‘certain, of course, of the facts, but

it seems highly probable that they trimmed their
sails to suit the prevsiling wind. Possibly Dgfydd
mgde a slight mistake and over-trimmed his sails,
with the result that he held no office in his county

under Henry Tudor.

We cannot hope to discover the truth in this
instance. All we know with certainty is that Dafydd
held these offices under Edward 1V, that he held no

offices under Henry V11, that he married Blin,

5.

daughter of Hywel ap Rhys ap Dafydd, Lord of RﬁgJ

19,

1 P.R.O. D.I..29/10336/655. 806/1645/H V11;

- 806/1646/H,V11; $06/1647/H.V11; 8C6/1648/H. vn,
&.0 Vide Infrﬁ. P.“au-o-o.
3. Griffith, P 200.
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that he bought a tenement in Penllyn in 14801‘, that he
became involved in & diszpuie over part of his inheritance
in 14872', that he encroached on Crown lands in Llwyngwril
in 1490°*, and that his will was proved in 1496,

The dispute in which Dafydd was involved is mentioned
by Robert.Vaughan.s' The antiquary deals at length with
the case, using, he tells us, a document kept at Nannau.
lhe sccount given by Robert Vaughan is as follows: Meurig
Vychan had two sons - Dafyrdi, the elder, and Gruffydd,
who died in his father's lifetime. Gruffydd's portion of
his father's lands was inherited by & daughter. She
nagrried Robert ap Rees ap Howel Vaughan, gent., of
Caernarvonshire, '"who much contested with Devid ap Meuric
for the said lands."®* Then fn 1486/7 the controversy
was referred to arbitration - on Robert's side to his
brofhar Howel ap Rees of Bronyvosl in Caernarvonshire and
Griffith ap Jeﬁkyn ap Rees of Trawsfynydd, and on Dafydd's
side to Hawel ap Jenkin of Ynysymasengwyn and John ap Rees
ap Griffith gp Aron of Peniagtﬁ. There is a bond among

===
L] &

1 ﬁannau MSS. 14,15,
+ Nannau MS,16; R. Vaughan,'"Notes on the House of Nannau",
Arch.Camb. 1863, PP.132-3. |

3¢ Nanneu MS.17.

4, Arch.Camb., "Original Documenta“ Vol,1,1877,P.143,

3+ R. Vaughan, op.cit., P«133.

6, ibid. I have been unsble to identify these in the
bedigrees, unless the person referred to is Robert Wynn

8D RhyB .. ( cont. over)



