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RUG, CLWYD—II

THE HOME OF LORD AND LADY NEWBOROUGH

Repton's scheme for Edward Vaughan Saleshury's park was put imto effeet after 1793,

By RICHARD HASLAM

The new honse is not Gothic as he

vecommended bt Grevian, and was designed by Joseply Bromfield.  The wings added 100 years ago have recently been removed.

HEN  Captain - Edward  Williams
V:mgh:m mherited the Ritg estate of
the Salesbury family in 1780, it was

stifl really a ) 7th-century place, and could not
have been regarded as asﬁxionab[c by anyone
who had the means to improve it Little is
known about the new owner, who soon added

2-VIEW FROM THE NORTH TOWARDS

Credneed

—THE COMBINED 10N1C PORTICO AND PORTE COCHERE OF 1799,
featiure elsewhere, the eventual architee

Salesbury to Ms name, but he clearly had
conticts outside his own district of Edeyrnion,
His estate map of 1791, reproduced last week, s
decorated with drawings of the house framed in
Rococo (and O\Itlllodl.‘(?) fronds. A possible link
with the informed taste of his day is his remote
connections, Sir Thomas and Lady Salesbury,
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While Bonomi made designs for the house, amd used this
t was probably Bromfield, of Shrewsbury

who had a house at Brondesbury Park, near
Willesden, north of London. .
Huntphry Repton made plans for its park,
now built over, in 1789, including his first
major proposals for draining land and earth-
moving, That commission could have led to 3
his involvement at Rig (pronounced like
“league™), which he visited on July
29, 1794, The question of resitin
the house had already come up, an
Repton’s ideas were persuasively
argued to the new owner in one of
the more important of his Red
Books, with the result that most of;
his proposals for the park and the.g
“replacement of the house were:
sadopted.  These are worth examin-
‘ing on several counts, and so is the
‘Elizabethan house he put for\':'ar(!-
“The house actually built at Riig 18
neo-Classical, and the previous un-
certainty as to its architect now
seems  capable of being setiled:
satisfactorify. )

The landscape at Rig is on¢ of
thhe most beautiful in which Repton
‘worked, and his plan (Fig 8) “'351

carried out, mostly using the naturd!;
contours - of- 'the :ground, which
-needed noiniprovement, with plantd
ions of ‘beccly, ‘sycamore and 02
These sand :the many huge conifers

e now failing, and - arc- beibg:
replaced. kw_:th the- puidance, of :the
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SRUG SEEN ACROSS THE LAKE. Repton's park and irvegilar sheet of water are being vostoniad mow that the hamss s somplged

o connertion with that distant glimpse of water which is the
sflux of the Dee and the Abwin®. fts banks were 1o be
sifichally shaped in regedar seolfops™. In 1976 the cuthines
eeie gestored by bulldozers, and the mud spread Hi thick over
“the farther Till,
Repron's approach was begotiingly pheased, as ever, Iy an
tpduction, he cnamerated the advantages of “ascerainig
flects belore they are actuably produced . . fand of] fomishing
Bants for carrying the plan into exeoution by degrees froms year
o vears without Traving to regeet any partial improvements on
all seale”™ e then gave sections i Character, Skuation, The
W House, Udlity, The Water, Plitations, Prospects, A
fetare and Conclusion, interleaved with sue panorans with
sHhles” aaken from the site of the new house and twa paneranas
'm%': across the bake towards it {that s Figures & am!l 7w taken
rE: the new approach); and with ene or two grisaille views ol
s osurrounding valleys, with the chapel, subjects which he
& drscnbed 4 “too varied and too comphicated for & picure”
The Red Book is dated Mared 1795, and was therefore written
W@ the ]‘is:mrc‘.quc controversy with his fricnds Richard Payne
ht sed Uvedale Price was at its height. e includes passages
erately framed as anewers to dicir enticisms, which he reused
L rervarions on the Theory and Practice of Landiape Crandpsiing in
2 The difference was hardofoaght in the m{ﬂi( arens, ‘lmt
}Wghfn scenis W have remained on pood p«:mnm!l erns with Price
#ad Kndght, going to stay with theny in mid-Wales m 1795 and
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he were to aim at such compositions
only as would turnish the best
subjects for a picture. This observa-
tion can no where be so forcibly
supporied, as by appealing to the
several Tandscapes contained in this
volume . . . The landscape from the
windows of 2 house cantot he made
strictly conformable i conposition
to those landscapes which the higher
artists have represent in their paint-
ings and drawings.”

What Repron was saying, in the
languape of acsthetics oy povtry as
distinct from that of science, was 2
break with [8th-century tradition, It
illustrates the impact Welsh scenery
then made on visitors of sensibility,
The  concept  of  nature w[sicﬁ.
maybe, he never experienced so
expansively as in North Wales, led
him to a formulation of relations
towards the world as  pereeived
beyond @ park  which & more
Romantic than Classical,

“What rendees fthis prospect|
peculiarly interesting in Nature s
that prodigious number of distinct
objccts  which no  painting  can
represent . .. A hundred scramtc
dwellings intermined by woods and
fields  present  themselves  with
interest to the spectator, but to the
painter they create a depree of
confusion that make him despair of
portraiture; he therefore . . . boldy
imagines a foreground of all trees,
under  whose  shady  boughs  the
[arospcct takes 4 vew form, and
becomes & painter’s landscape . . .
The foreground cannot be taken
from the picture without injuring its
eftect . . . but I doubt whether any-
one but a painter would stop short at
this place, and not proceed beyond
the trees, tll he could at once enjoy
the full display of this gorgeous and
delightful \'ahcy. From hence |
deduce  that  objects  absolutely
requisite  to the  piere  may
frequently  be  dispensed  with in
Natural flandscape.’

This perception did not, charac-
teristically, lead to an tmmoderate
sofution, rather to a wise one, “Ina
cmmtr{' like that of North Wales
abounding i maguificent scenery,”
he wrote under Situation, “'the views
from the house should rather aim
at snugness, comfart and appropria-
tion of landscape, than cxtensive

S—"PLAN OF RUG IMPROVED, AS PROPOSED 1795 BY H. REPTON.
The drives, planting and water are explained in the Red Book 00
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6 and T—DPAINTINGS OF RUG ANI ITS PARK IN RELATION TO THE NORTH WALES
LANDSCAPE, FROM REPFTON'S RED BOOK, The Gothie house proposed by Wilkins the elder and
J. AL Repron is reveated when the slide is vaised

I
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prospect, because the latter may be had from every field or
public road on the mountains; and the attempt to makea large !
park ar domain would be fraitless since a fawn of a thousa!
acres, from the neighbouring hills, would appear bt a sma
spot In comparison with the quantity of space visible at once,
I' should therefore advise the lawn to be confine
within . , . forty or fifty acres .. .” .
Al these ideas are present in the watercolour in Figure .
which even includes a painter. The house in that vi¢
however, is not the one built in Repton’s park (Figs 2 and .
Because of “the frequent rains and violent storms of wind’,
he had pronounced that “the arcade of Gothic architecture ¥
infinitely more applicable to such situations, than the lofty
Portico of Greece''—which is, ironicatly, just what Satesbury
buile (Fig 1). So Repton got his first partnership of William
Wilkins of Norwich and his cldest son, John Adey Reptot L
design a house, in a peculiar blend of Tudor an Strawberf¥
Hill" It is slightly reminiscent of the mysterious watcreololt
Turner did of Hafod, where Repton stayed in 1795. B
chose these two because of “the difficulty | have occasiold :’
experienced from the want of punctuatity in those whos
abilities are most acknowledged". i
His reasons for proposing a new house are expressed “'“u
amusing disingenuousness, At a period when the Anclt‘:ﬁ _
Family honours of a neighbouring country are roOt‘fd,ﬁ {
_with ‘savage . barbarivy, -%_-r'ejoicc “in. any.  opportunity .g( 5
contributing 'my assistance to preserve .o every \'fﬁ‘.‘ga
_Ancient ot Hereditary dignity: aid 1 should feel it a kint :: 5
-~ sacrilegt in Taste (o destroy ai t old .1’“".‘0“5.3!& i
~almost uninhabitable

roy art attoin of that old, ruinons
‘manston-at Rag, 103 : repld




by a modern box ... Fam however
earained from indulging to its full
qent my veneration for Amiquiry,
reflecting that nodern comforr and
entence are the first objects ta
tesconsulted in improvement of a
odern residence.”
i Edward Salesbury took another
four years to decide what o do.
Having re{icctcd the Witkins-). A.
Repton plan, he went to Joseph
Bononti, who by 1797 had produced
theee designs,  The latest was for an
sustere, three-storey block entered
from the south, and it resembles
what was finally builtin 1799 only in
the arangement of the main rooms.
The new house, srrnngcl ¢, borrows
frem Bonomi one of tfw striking
féatircs of his other houses, such as
Flongford Hall in Shropshire (of
1789), a giant portico that acts as a
porfte cochdre,  That in turn is one
inter to the archirect of Riig, who
m:all likelihood was Joseph Brom-
ficld of Shrewsbury (¢ 17431824,
Thete is quite a bit of circum-
stantial evidence for this. Bromiield
worked on several Chassical houses
in North Wales, including Nannau in
Metioneth, the home of the Vaughan
Hmily o which the new owner of
Riig belonged, and another severe
onic kouse i Celi sandstone ashlar,
shnsevern in Montgomeryshire (of
1801).  He even owned a cottage in
tandritto, the next parish to Rig, at
he time of his  death—a  small
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9—THE HALL, The internad porch was inserted in 1976

vhair from Boduan (Fig 1), There
is also a long Wyim wadition of
practical jokes invelving water; 2
Glyallifoan the stump of 2 tree and 5t
Baduan a rock woukl soak the
uwary. Mr Jones™ does the same
Job in”a converted privy ac Riyg.
Hightield School left afier occupying
Ray for 20 years. I an ape when
Wales is not exempt from the general
hreaking-up of houses, ROg's 1es-

H—DETALL OF THE DINING-ROOM FRIEZE. The wheat-ears nre typiesl of Bromlield

| Gothick house called Branas Lodge.  The
cerntining link may be the fricze in the
nginal dining room’ at Rag (Fig 10); this
ontains pahnettes formed of cars of corn,
reminiscent of similar motifs, in 2 more Rococo
spnt in the drawing room at Oakly Park.
Bromfield began his career as a plasterer.
e ?kh\: “}“[}' distinguishing external featares of
Jexceedin 'II‘D}iSL‘ are the tetrastyle portico of
o t‘nnias' y slender Tonic columns, which carry
ooy talturc but no pediment; and the same
eeduy south side, where the four columns
b ngaged in the central (and undomed) bow.
3 riz;in);)[;\: ‘[lg‘h}t's the central room on this side,
The boo}k‘ e library and now the dining room,
Fd i dws it once contained disappeared carly,
brought | renovation of 197476 the kitchien was
the ol dim'm the Georgian house and accupies
Quite ‘hilﬂug.@mp. The detailing is otherwise
:Pﬂ‘ffzz}]i;Ih' [(’Mc,‘)t 111 the hall {Fig 9. wl}ere _thc
Porticos draught problem of neo-Classical
*{-“mm'lc_“b‘l? lsol.vcd by Bonald Insali and
!ij; %Y the insertion of an internal porch.
hury dm;, tmnsfqrmcgj Riig, Edward Sales-
heir. \‘.'zs( Y unmarried, in Sicily in 1807, His
Vauglon 1'115 younger brother Col. Griffith
dt‘ith i E\;I ‘l}? also had no children, and en his
with del ‘ 1 _lh{‘ estate _p_asscd, cncp]n‘bcr(‘d
wghan 10 his nephew Sir Robert Williames
‘"'%, For a few rcars Rig sheltered the
Jughay brary of the genealogist Robert
o2, of  Hengwrt near Dolgellaun
" t’hc finest collection of Welsh
ey }cﬁp( L“;\‘cr asseimbled by an individual.
hildren h’k"{sl_r()!lobcn‘s death, again witheut
the nncloys ot'::}' “;\’Id since 1905 have formed
The Behor he National Library of Wales.
century pates on the old back road at

st

Riyg, not dissimilar to the Davies Brothers'
Black Gates a1 Leeswood, are the ehief relic of
the Nannau family’s occupation.

The heir this tinte came from a new family:
it was the Hon. Chasles Wyan, third son of the
3rd Lord Newborough, and grandfather of the
present owaer,  The Wymns descend from
Collwyn ap Tangno, and after some 15
generations are found living in the 16th comuary
at variouts houses i Lleyn including Boduan.
Ih another five generations, Sir Thomas Wynn,
an equetry to George Il and the first baronet,
married Frances, the eventual heiress of the
Glyns of Glynllifors nearby, from » Hae going
back by Liywarch Hin to the 3rd century,

it is the additions made to cither side l?'
Charles Wynn that have recently been removed.
Large service quarters stretched westwards
towards the walled garden with Its ocragoml,
18th-century supmerhouses, and on the cast a
tall wing of about 1880 comained an arcaded
winter sarden i a faintdy Quattrocento style,
which ﬁns been Tetained as a foggir (Fig 5).
Behind that was a billiard-room, d%viscd with
an hydraulically operated floor so that the table
could be lowered and seetions of floorboards
inserted to make a ballroom.  The machinery
was so perfect that a_game could be resuned
when the table was raised again,

Remodelled by Edward Haycock in the
18305, Glynllifon grew to an inmnense neo~
Classical ?mnsc. and has been the county’s
college of further cducation since 1954 the
17th-century house at Boduan remained Lord
Newborough's home till the 19605, These two
are represented at Rigg by the "0 gate” made
for Gﬁ sadlifon: by R. Hughes of Wrexham in
1825 (Fig 4), and by the defightiu} gardening

toration is an clegant exception,
Hinstrations: Chistopher Dalton.
(Conchuded}

11—A CIEAIR MADE IN THE FORM OF

GARDEN TOOLS. I comes from the old

home of the Wynn family, at Beduan on
the Lleyn peninsula




