Written by Alice Yancey

I T
Year--190:

The History of "YANCEYVILLE"
From."Historical Sketches of No. Carolina, F.78
1584 - 1851

Caswell County was erected 1777, out of Drange County. It derives its nams
from Michard Caswell, first governor under the constitution ete. . . . .

Caswell C. is situated in the north western part of No. Carolina and forms a
beautiful compact square, having the Virginia line on the North,Perﬂnn;vaunty on
the east; Alamanace and Orange on the South; and Rockingham Co.. on Rhe west.

Tne capital is Yanceyville, MMMM, and distant
from Releigh 06 miles. Population in 1954: 1,391 —7ePessf 17,

Population is 7,081 whites, 7,770 slaves, 413 free negroes, 12,181 fef Population.

Froduce, Wheat, Oats, Corn, Tobacco, Cotton and Wool.

Its Climate is salubrious and ite lands are fertile. Its revolutionary history
ie connected with Orange County.

i

Few counties can present citizens whose services are entitled to more respect,
and whose devotion to the welfare of the State was more sincere than Caswell.
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The County seat of Caswell Co. is Yanceyville; and this is associated, too, witn
the name of Bartlett Yancey. His character was one of which his country and state
may well be proud, and which deserves to be cherished by every citizen. Tho many of
us who have agsociamted with and known this distinguished individual and therefore,are
too near the Colssus to admire its perfect proportions, yet he was a man wothy of Rome
in Rome's best days. Raised by his own energies and exertions to a rank high smong
hies fellow-men, with a mind if not naturally overpowering, yet cultivated by educa-
tion, with a person and manners "to win golden opinions from all sorts of men", his
name deserves to be embalmed by the capiial of the country in which he lived, by the
people whom: he served, and among whom he died.

Thae record of his native State has carried thie feeling still farther, and named
one of the most besutiful of her trans-montane {transﬂigratej counties after this
distinguished patriot. It will be for some pen more intlmately acquainted wiih his
private life, to give to the country the early account of this worthy citizen. The
writer of this only knew him in the later periods of his public career.

He was educated at the University of No. Carolina and was for a tiame, it is
believed, a tutor in that ipstitution. His first appesrance in politica was in 1813.
as a member of Congress, where he served four years. In 1817 he was Senator from
Caswell County and succeeded, as Speaker of that body Hon. John Branch, when the
latier was elected Governor. From that period 6tntil his death, in 1828, he was a
mesber of the senate, and speaker with little or no intermission.

Such was his unbounded popularity, that a mesnuscript skectch of this gentlemen
by Mr. McQueen states that when a candidate for Congress he received every voie bhut

one in Caswell County. As a lawysr, he had but few equaels and no superiors. But it w=e

chiefly while presiding as Speaker, for a series of years, of a body that was graced




by many of the proudest intellectual ornaments of the states and

agitated by some of the most importent questions of the day, that the
superiority of Mr. Yancey consisted. Early was this talent developed

that while & member of Uhe HouBe of Representatives in Congress, the

epeaker, Mr. Cla a8 will appear by reference to the Journals, often

supplied hie place by the substition of HMr. Yancey; and he did not suffer

by the comparison with that distingulshed gentlemen, who, as spesker,

still stande unrivaled. Combining with great energy and quickness, and
astuteness of wind, his bland and elegant maners rendered hiw practically fitt
fitted for this station.

The duties of thie position necessarily excluded him from active parti-
cipation in discussions on the floor, but whensver occcasion called for it,
the Senate resolved itself intec a commitiee of the whole, and his splendid
ability, his cogent reasoning and thrilling eloquence were ever ready for
his country's welfare.

He wae a mosi energetic and powerful debater. Elessed with a manky
persEET_Eh observant and active mind, as well regulated and harmonious woice,
there was a resistless impetousity and vehemence in his efforts that bore
down like an avalanche every opposition. The present Supreme Court eystem,
the order and regularity of the Treasury and Comptroller's departments of the B
State, the various acte of regulating the internal improvement of the State,
and many of her public wmessures received an impulse and support from him that
gecured their success.

His death which occcurred while elected a member of the Senate in 1528,
g0 unexpected, caused a sensation throughout the whole state, which even at
this distant day, is painfully remembered. All eyes had been turned to him
as the appropriate successzor to Gov..Branch in the Senate of the United
Statea. Of euch & son, Caswell may well be proud.
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Hiss Alice Yancey
Blackfoot, Routa #1
Idahc

21 April 1959

County Recorder, Yancey Co.
Burnsville, No.Csr.

Dear Sir:

In checking a map of No. Carclina, find there is a Yancey
County and am interested in learning samething of the history of this

county--how it came to have this name, etc. Do you have any such reccrd

there @off the County or do you k ow where I could obtain it.

Alsc are there many people by the name of Yancey living there
in Burnsville? I would like very much to cbtain an address of scome
Yancey living there.

We are trying to make a connection with cone of the four
Yancey brothers (Charles, Joel, William and fobert) who came to America
ircm Wales with Sir, William Berkeley in 1642 and settled in the James
River Section cof Virginia. My great grand-father was a Hyram Yancey,
bern in 16832 in Marion, Williamson Co., Illinois, and we have reascn
to believe that all of the Yanceys are descendants of these four, and
possibly five Yancey brothers. Therefcre am trying te find all the in-
fermation I can abow the name "Yancey" or of people by that name.
Will appreciate very much any information you can give me, that T might
follew up. 4 stamped and addressed envelope is inclosed,

'

sincerely Yours

.-'z.’- \! ’ L e
. / ;
L { : Al
(Miss) Alice Yancey
{/
on on the tax records in thi£ county by

Ho B. Y=ncey, 25

-

14 1h_4~ Ml - ] M1 1 which 24 joins -"'r'hrcmv E.'I"t T do rnot
live in McDowell County, which adjolins Isncey, bBut 1 dc s

4 = A A e T Faal =7 = ot 4 et ]
know their gliven nazmes or addresses. L1 feel sure that 1T you
i 2 = 1 T en e & e R M e e S e
ould write to the Begister of Deeds, MecDowell County, M hi: ;

hat thev 114 eclure some
» O That they could securs
1

of the names &nd addres:
ohiget ; t

im enclos a folder on Bum
- o~ Vo

ve you a small bit of Yarncey

ive 3

£ : E A
hiz, N C. I do krow there —re Some Yonhcey's families that




April 1957

Checked book of Maps in LA Library.
In Map names of Tenn. found a town by name of Yancey listed as Rural town
in McMinn Couniy,=--no post office, but mailing address of Etowah, Temn.

Wrote Postmaster at Etowh, Tenn to see if he had any information re. Yanceys
living in rural town of Yancey. See his letter--No. E2-3% in Corres. file.

T
p—— A e
.--/I.
Tenn. MeMinn Co. {
eEtowah
o / MENC ELf
{ b3 i F
Bradley |Polk ( (Mtwaey <,/
1 . ew s/
. & g : ] 3 BEE )

Luote from Letter AZ-35:
"The old Yancey settlement was located about 4 miles scuth of
Etowah but the section is now known as NEW SALEN, There was
a school that I believe was named the "Yancey ~chool" but was
later named the "New Salem School" and at mesent (June 1957)
is being used as a Church Puilding.
« = =« » =1 have contacted the people living in this secticn
that I thct might kelp. #&11 they seem to know is that the sec-
tion once went under the Yancey name. None of them remember any
person by the name of Yancey. I hawe been unable to contact the
one man who may be able to help . . . "
Koy D. Bolsclaw

Postmaster--Etowah, Tenn.
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INDEX

Inf, re. Library Books w/Yancey Information:

(PagBevd)Gen. & Historical Notes aa Culpepper Co.,Va. --by Raleigh Travers Greea

& 2.

Page 3:

Page 4:

Page 5:

Page B:
Paga T:
Page 8:

& 9
Page 10;

Page 11:

Page 13:

Page 14:

Papa 15:

Page 15:
Page 17:

Page 18:

Pagels;

Poga 20:

{embracing & rev. & enlarged ed. of Dr. Philip Slaughter's Hist.
of S%. Marks Parish, stc.)

BOOK of Wm.k Mary Quarterly: Ballane
Vol.17, P.224. Pub, by Wa. and Mary Sueawessiy, Williaasburg, Va.

Historical Sketches of Ho. Car. 1634 thru 1681
by John Wheeler, P.77 & T9.

Sams book by John Whesler, P.78

Historicale- Virginie Historical Magazine,
Vol. 23 "Yanceys in the Revolution"

Wm. and Mary Quarterly (2ad series) TVol.T
The Yencey Family, p.l79

BOOK: History of Louisa ﬁn., Va. by M.H. Harris, LA Libr.
A Hist. Louisa Co....STONEMAN'S RAID 1863--ps.96,97 & 98

SAME: Hist.Lbuisa Co.. Pages 116, and others
Chap. Heading: Highways and Homes --- Yanceyville

SAME: Hist.Lowisa Co., Pages 11 snd 12
Gives history of Robert Yancey Son of Col.

Stephen Yancey of Louisa  ¢Bwek-kas-Ficiure;

SAME: Hist. of Louisa Co. The Kimbrough Femily

SAME: Hist. of Louisa Co, The Yencey Family. This just gives same Y

names—-Robt. Y. data, ete. Bertha Had copiad too

(Yanceyville)
BOOK: Albermarle County in Virginia
by Rev. Edgar Woods History of Albermarle
' mentians the Yancey Hills

BOOK: Williem & Mary Quarterly; Vol, 6, 2nd Series
Pagss 148 & 149 SHEPARDJ% other Buckingham Families
by William Shepard. Y. Fam. mentioned

BOOK: "A list of Places included in 19th CenturyVirginia Directories.”
Edited, Ray 0, Hummel, Jr.
Gives Yancey, Yanceyville and Yancey Mills

BOOE Wm. & Mary “uarterly, Vol 7, 2nd Series
F.179, gives some Y. history--same in Carraway,re Namney

BOOK: Men of Mark of Virginis
by Tyler; Page 434,435 & 436: ROBERT DAVID YANCEY
Book has good Picture of this Robt.Y.

(Copy to T.Y. Feb, 9, 1968,)

Thibrun Cofecd By [op Tk ¥
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THDE
INDEX Page 2 L.A. Public Libr. ol

,af} BOOK: " List of Places Included in 189th Century Virginia Directories.”
Gen R Edited by Ray 0. Hummel, Jr. '
I 975 .602 Boock oo Shelf nr. Library Clerk.
g H 925 {18680 see card

P+137 Yancey (Rockingham) 1884-85 P0--VSG (This town appears only in
list of post offices,)
. Yancey' Mills (Albermarle) 1877-78; VSG (This town appeared for the
first time included in list of pr.fermsrs.)

Yanceyville (Louisa) 1577-78 VSG; (This town appeared for the first
time included in the list of princip.farmers)
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Eook: Gensalogical Historical Notes on Culpepper Co., Va.
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Slaughters Hist.3t.Msrks. Psh.stc.

—

: ' st = Fond 2

THEYARCEY FAMILY.

The first trace we'have of this family is that four Welchmen, Charles,

Willfam, Joel and Robert Yancey,who came to Virginia,in 1642, with Bir Wm.

Berkley, afterwards Governor,and settled in the Junes River region and pros-
jered.  From one of the originalfour was deseended Lewis Davis Yaneey, who
settled in Culpeper county about 1710; married Mildred, daug iter of Charles
Kavanaugh, of Irish parentagze, who owned a larze land estate of 40,000 acres
in said connty. This tract cxtended westward and above the Beverly line up
Muddy Kun to Judge Field's Mills, across Ly Poor Town to Gibson's Mill on
Mountain Run. A portion of this land he bequenthed to his daughterMildred,
which portion has never been out of the Yancey family, and is still owned by
Benjamin M. Yancey, @ great grandson of Lewis Davis and by Jas, Wm, Yan-
eoy, o great great grandson.  Lewis Davis lived and was buried on the estate
of the latter, “Arlington.” From the “Crawford Book” we have, “John Yan-
vy eame from Wales abont the middle of the 17th century;” then there must
have been another brother.

Ch. of John Yaneev: 1. Charles m. Mile. Dumas, 2 Leighton moved to
Rockingham connty, 3. - Bartlett to N, C. {

Charles m. Mlle, Dumas.  Ch: 1. Capt Charles (1741, 1841) of Louisa eounty,
m. Mary Crawford; 2. Rev. Robert (was ordained by the Bishop of London at
his palace in Fulham in Middlesex., 25th July, 1768 as an Episcopal Priest,
there being no Bishop in this country under the colonial Government. On
his return from England he aceepted the Pariches of Tillotston and Trinity in
his native country, 1774, He was the first who preached in that section of the
eountry the doetrine of universal redemption.) He married Ann Crawford,
dan. of David Crawford.

Clh. of Capt. Chas. and Mary Crawford Yaneey: 1. Ann, 2. Elizabeth m. Jos.
Kimbrough, 8 Unity, 4. Lonisa Temperanee, 5. Robert, 6. Mary, 7. Bhoda m.
Rev., Wi, Crawford, 8. Joel Crawford, 9. David, 10, W, Crawford,

Ch. of Jos. Kimbrongh and Elizabeth Yaneey: 1. D Win. 2. Unity m. Col.
Edmund Pendleton, 3. Sarah m. Peter 5. Barrett, 4. Maria D. m. Biekerton
Winston, removed-tody,, 5. Capt. Chas. ¥. m. Mary P. Honeyman, 6. Eliza-
beth m. Dr. Lo M. Ligm, 7. Susan H. m. Robt. H. Anderson.

Ch. of Bev. Robert and Ann - Crawford Yaneey: 1. Betsey 1775, 2. Charles
1770—=1857.

Maj. Charles, son of Hev. Robert and Aun Yaneey, born 1570 in Trinity -
Parish, Lonisa eounty, Va., removed to Bueckingham eounty. He was known
throughout the State as the “Wheel Horse of Demoeracy,” and alzo had the
sobriguet of “Duke of Buckingham.” He marvied Naney Speneer and had 1.
Mary Chambers m. Col. John Horsley, of Nelson eounty, 2. Franeis Westbrook,
5. Blizabeth Ann m. 1st. Rebt. Willimms, of N. Y., 2od. Richard Morris of Glou-

I eester, Vi

Lewis Davis Yaneey, a son of one of the original tour, as stated above .

Mildred Kavanaugh ind had nine ehildven, John, Rishard, Charles, Philip, =

Robert, Jrnes, Lewis, Naney, and another danghter. :

1. John sgitled in Rockingham eounty, ch: 1. Layton (was Lieut in “First
fontinental Dragoons in Revoelutionary War”) . Fanny Lewis, 3. Ludwell, 8
John, 4. Fanny, 5. Polly.

Ch. of Layton and Fanny Lewis Yaneey arve 1. Layton, 2. Col. Wm. Bur-
bridge, 3. Charles, 4. Johm, 5. Albert, 6. Thowmas, 7. Faunie, 8, Clavissa, 9. Ma-
ria, and 10, Louisa, =~ .

Col. Wi, Burbridge m. 1st. Mary Smith, $nd. Mary Gibbons, eh, 1. Diana

-
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| Book: P.82 Gensalogical Historical Notes om '*:’1‘-.1-_]‘_3'_‘1;}‘_?\_3]?
: (embracing a revised and enlarged ed. of Ur
- ‘Slaaﬂlmr = Hist. of St.Marks Parish,stc.

. Bmith m: Geo. 'the: Conrad (Harvisonburg), 2. Capit. Thomas L. m. Margaret
Newman, 8, Edward 8 m. Fannie Mauzy, 4. W, Burbridge, (Capt. of Peaked
Mountain Greys, Civil war,) m. Vietoria Winsborongh, 5. Chas, Albert m. Ju-
lia Morrison, of Cumberland, Md., 6. Mary Franees, 7. Margaret J. m. Jos. X,
Mauzy, 8. Dr. Layton B, m. Virginia Hopkins, (MeGaheysville, Va.), 9. John
GFibbons m, Bennett Bradlev, (Harrisonburg).

Ch. of Chas, {gon of Layton), and Lueinda Moyers, 1, Charles, 2, ];:Hmbeth'
m. Hudson, 8. Ann m.-Thos. K. Hamsberger, 4. Columbia, 5. Fountain Talia- &

ferro.

Fannie (Layton,) m, Wm. Priee (Standardsville); Clarissa (Layton) m. Wm‘

Rhodes (Albemarle Co); Maria (Layton) m. Grans; Louisa (Layton) m. Thos,
Garth.
II. Richard '{Lewis Davis), ch. 1. Henry, 2. Elizabeth m, Mr, Story, 3. Ju:
dith m. Daniel Field, 4. Agstha in, Benj, Pendlaton, i
III. Charles (Lewis Davis) i, Miss Powers (1740) of BEastern Va., ch: 1. Ke-
sia m. Geo. Freeman (Kyv.), 2. Ann m. Geo. Doggett, (N, C.), 3. William m.
Miss Stone, 4. Thomas m. Sarah Mitehell, 1709, 5. Charles, major, 1774—1549,
m. #usan Mitehell, 6. Jas, .
Ch. of Thomas and Sarah (Mitchell) Yancey m. 1800, 1. Charles 18011847
m, Miss Withers and removed to Tennessee; 2, John William 1808—1804, m, 1834
Jane Terrell, ch: W, T., m. Nannie Steven . William; 8, Elizabeth 1806
=—1841 m. Wm. Wigzinton, ¢h. Sallie, Edmonia m. Henry Field, Benjamin m.
— removed to Missouri; Susan E., 4. James Powers 18304—1884 m." 18435,
Mary Coons, and had Jas, Wm., m. Florénce Miller, ch, Ethel, James and W,
I, Benjamin b, 1508 m, 1838 Catherine Banks, dan, of Dre. Win, Tonstal Banks,
of Madison €, H., 6, Kesis Ann (1812—1581) m, Edwaed Lightfoot, 7. Busw.

Ch. of Benj. Mitehell Yuneey and Catherine {Banks Yancey).

1. Pamela Somerville m. Capt. Joseph D. Brown, eh: 1. Mary Catherine m.
Rufus T. Carpenter, and had Stacy Harris, Joseph Daniel, Ellie Florence,
Frank Hill and Leslie Pamela. 2. Lily Banks m. Thomas M. Henry, Atty. at
Pittsburg, and had Loey Maxwell, Pamela Brown, 3, Josephene m. J. Benj.
Flippen, (Comberland Co.) and had Sne Gray, Elise Josephene, Marjorie Pa-
mela, 4. Benjamin Armistead m. Frances Todd Fannt LeRoy, King and Queen
county, and had Virgining Faunt Le Hoy, Jogeph Daniel, Juliet Faant LeRoy,
4., Andrew Edward, 6, Grertrade Pamela m. John Banmister Spar-
row, of Danville Va., 7. Florence Armistead ., Oliver &, Flippen (Cumberland
‘eounty.)

7 2 Edward Duke.

8, Dr. Chas, Kavanangh, T, ﬂ K.

4. Mary Crimora m. Jno. W.. Payne ch.
Fannie Keith, Crimora Yaneey.

. ?uilie Thomas m. Jno. W, Pavne.

Iv. l‘lﬂiip (Lewis Davis) ch: 1. Lewis, 2, Philip, &, Richard, 4. Jechanias, §.
Achilles, 6. Robert, 7. Kavanaugh, 8. Polly m. Joues Ménefee, 5, Delpha m.
Henry I‘-It-neree, 10, Mu.!'y Ann . Wi, Johnson, .

V. Robert { Lewis Davis) m. Mizs Holliday,  He was a Captain Iu' the ku—
Iutionary War, . =

VI James (Lewis Davis) was a Maj. in Gen. Greene sarnn in thﬂ Re .
tionary War, amd after the War he settled in Western South Carol® o,
practized law; he m. o Miss Codwerth, of Charleston, and bad Benj. » udw
Yancey m., Caroline Bird, dan, of Col. Wi, Bind, of the “Ariary,” Ware
(#a., having Wm, Lowndes, (the *Orator of Seeession,” the “fire eaf.”
wag termed in the invective of those days), nnd Benjamin Cudworth. -

¥

Mary Catherine, Emma Cirson,

i, Eva Cubet; 8.
Huger; 9. {rrymllue Harper, 1
VII. Lewis {Lewis Davis
Ibly m. Lowis Tutt
VIII. Naney, {Lewis Daf

IX. danghter, (Lewis Dal

\Inrthn.

ik

John Brown m. Elizabet
man}, and had: [ John mar
Capt. Daniel,received pensid
Sheriff, m. Elizabeth Hill%]
dan., of Russell Hill and Mis
m. Susan Powell, of Prinee
moyed to Tennessee.
"_,LL':.-III[{!TEIJ of Daniel Brow
Mary Griffin.  II. John m, S
Henry Hill. 3.Adaline m, Re
m. Col. Hamlin, Dinwiddie ¢
Jane, 5. Armistead. 6. Sarg
more. ch. Ed. and Sarah. 1

1I1. Armistend . Mary
of Jos, Meredith and Mary B

1. Capt. Joseph Daniel 1
m. Rufus T, Carpenter. e¢h
Frank Hill, Leslie Pamela.
Fittsburg, eh. Luey Maxw
Plippen. elerk, Cumberland
mela, 4. Benjamin Armistes
YJueen County. ch: Tirc,:h:il_i}
Hoyv. 5. Andrew Edward. G
i. Florence Armistend m, Ol
f Ind. John Armistend, S
ith. Caroline Elizalbeth o
Wm. Armistead m. Nannie ¢
. Louis Dohme, Chemist, B
gene. 4. Ernest Clifton. 5. 4
IV. Thomas Coleman m,
. Wm., Lewis, 3. Emily m
} Catherine, Julia, Ella, John)
lin, 4. Juo. Wi, ., Miza R
ton. 6. Betsy Coleman, 7.
A. H. Spilman; el.: 1. Hamil
i V. Daniel m. Luey Powe
brey; 2. Robert m. Susan o
! Ryland, Roberta m. Smith, J
P Elizabeth Ann m. Jas.,
! Clem m. Miss Diek, Dan, m.
i Armistead Hill m. Mit Chap
V1. Russell.
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This material was copied from the Book : (Los Angeles Public Libr.)
March lo62

Genealogical and Historieal Nobtes om by Alice Yancey

Culpepper County, Va.
mmbracing a Revised and Enlarged Edition of

sy = - o ar ] Aot
Dr. Philip Slaughter's History of 8t., Mark's Parish

Compiled and published by

RALEIGH TRAVERS GREEN, Cylpepper, Va. c 1500
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There are several Yancey references in this book. I've just listed
& few of them as follows:

P.11 Gives the History of Culpepper Co., Va. (1748)
P.14 A Chas. Yancey--French & Indian war --1753--1757
P.15 Mentions Lewis Davis Yancey-- 1771--security for Bond.
P.18 Richard Yan cey chosen Vestryman
P.15. Robert Yamcey
P.56 . . . md. dau b8 Coleman
p.58 Mentions Yancey Field
p.78 A.P.H. Scott md. Mary Yancey and left 6 children
P-85 History of the Slaughter Family
p+86 --Part 2--Joseph Daniel md. Pamela S. Yancey
p.894 Benj. M. Yancey nd. Pemelsaw..in 1839
Catherine J. da. Dr.Wm.T.Banks?

Several other pages given, but takes too much time to check--As
book is in two parts, etc.--Just short references anyway

Part I: pages 1 to 120
Part II: pages




T‘J\-

Part II, Page 883 --balence of Sheet:

William Lowndes Yencey, Sarsh Caroline Earle of George Washin

Earle of Ga., and had 1, Col., Wm. Earle, m.
Ch: Virginia, m. Mr. Besson

2. Ellen, m, W. H. Skages; (Hon.W.H.Skages)
3« Mary, m. Claude Praston Lance; i
4. Marths Maibha

5. Eva Cubet;

6. Wm. Lowndes;

7. Benj. Cudworth:;

8. Dalton Huger

8. Goodlos Harper
10.  wife to Jno. L. Harrett.

AApidd

VII. Lewis (Lewis David) ch. Geo.,Garland = 2 N4
Mary, m. Thompson Tutt
Ibly, m. Lewis Tubtt

VIII, Waney (Lewis David) m, Nalle

IX. Daughter (Lewis David) m, Nalle

End.of Y. Information

ghon




FOMONA VALLEY
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

1448 West Crand Avenue

Pomona, California 91766

U.5, POSTAGE

dlice Yance
51 LaParte St
drcadin,Cayis




3 _,..l‘_f-"""' ] R o e ey P [ e T &L s
™
nﬁ :From Book: William and Mery Quarterly
ok 3 A 1 1 T . sl
R 929 Vol. 17, P«224 Pub. by Wm.;k Mary College
Vol.l7 Williamsburg, Virginisa
-
224 Wirriax AND Mary QUARTERLY,

HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES.

Yancey Famiry, An account of the Yancey family ap-

pears in Slaughter’s St. Marks Parish, The following notes

pald

. 220

g

Copied

daughters, Jenny Sanders

may be useful: (Charles Yancey, Sr., makes a deed August
7, 1735, in Hanover County to son Archelaus. Will of Arch-
elans Yancey of 5t. Martin's Parish, Louisa County, dated
June 12, 1764, and recorded in Louisa County May 4, 1765,
gives his estate to his wife for life, and after her death the
property is to go to the children. He makes William Cren-
shaw and son Stephen Yancey executors. Witnesses: Francis
Clark, Isaac Clark, Joseph Clark, James Overton, Jr. Accord-
ing to Hening, Statules at Laorge, Stephen was a wayward
yvouth and was executed for murder. In the same records is
the will of Rev. Hobert Yai‘ncey, minister of Trinity Parish
Church, Louisa County, doubtless the brother of Archelaus
Yancey. He names wife Ann and brothers Charles and Jere-
miah; his childrer: to have three years schooling. Major
Charles Yancey, a prominent member, about 1819, of the
Virginia Legislaturs from Buckingham Co., was one of these
children. John and Charles Yancey, of Culpeper County, were
paid by the General Assembly for services performed in the
French and Indian war. (Hening, Statutes at Large, VIL
22, 213, 214.)

The will of Richard Yancey was dated Aug. 24, 1768, and
proved September 11, 1780, in Mecklenburg County, and
names daughter Keziah Nichols, wife Mary and sons Lewis
Yancev, William Yzncey, living in Granville Co., North Caro-
lIina, Absolom, Robert, Richard, Charles, Hezekiah, Joseph —,

his brothers Robert, Charles, Zachariah, Reuben, and Richard
Yancey, and mother Mary Yancev. Witnesses: Thomas
Greenwood, John Williamson and Robert Williamson,

In Granville County, North Carolina, is the will of James
Yancey, dated Dee. 30, 1777, and proved 1770. It names sons
Bartlet, Philip Thornton,’ Lewis and Thomas Yancey,

‘and Nancy Bagnes, son-in-law, Jesse Sanders.

Jemes Yancey marriage bond with Mary Bracey is dated August 15, 1765.

In Culpspper Co., Va., is the will of Lewis Davis Ysncey, dated April

17, 1778, proved April 22, 1788. It names wife, Winifred, children:

Charles, Lewis,-Richard, Jochn, Philemon, Ann Nalle, Winifred Nalle,
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James and Robert. There is also to be found at Culpepper, the will of
Charles Yaneey, dated March 10, 1805, and proved April 15, 1805,

It mentions wife, Elizabeth and children Ann Daggert, William, lhomas,
Keziah Freeman, and Major; and grandson, Charles Lee Yancey:

End. Y. information.
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by Clavton Rand.
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Librarv of Consrress
Bool in possession ~f

IsimiaLLy the greater number of statesmen and milicary leaders
of the lost cause wanted neither secession nor war. They pre-
ferred to live in peace wichin the Union. Among the extreme
secessionists, however, was William Lowndes Yancey of
Alabama.,

He was born in his grandfather’s home, The Aviary, War-
ren County, Georgia, on August 10, 1814, the son of Benja-
min Cudworth and Caroline (Bird) Yancey. His facher was a
midshipman in the colonial navy in the War for Independ-
ence and was later an associace of John C. Calhoun in the
practice of law at Abbeville, South Carolina.

When William was three his facher died, and his mother
recurned to her father's house. Later she went to live in Han-
cock County, Georgia, near Mount Zion Academy. There she
married Nachan Sidney Smith Beman, head of the academy,
who took her and her two childeen to Troy, New York.
Young Yancey attended che schools of Troy and Williams -
College but left college before graduating to enter the law of-
fice of an old friend of his father’s, Benjamin F. Perry
at Greenville, South Carolina. .

Yancey plunged into the nullification controversy asa pub-
lic speaker and editor of the Greenville Mountaineer. On
Augusr 13, 1835, he married Sarah Caroline Earle, the daugh-
terof  althy planter. They lived for a time on a farm near
Greenvire but moved to Dallas County, Alabama, in the win-
ter of 1836-37. Two years later, while visiting in Greenville,
Yancey killed his wife's uncle in self-defense and was sen-
tenced to 4 fine and a year's imprisonmene, which was com-
muted. In Alabama he rented a plantation, and he and 2
brother bought the Commerdial Advertiser and the Wetumpka
AArgas. He then boughe a farm but was forced to resume the
practice of law when his stock of slaves was almost wiped out
by poison.

Yancey rose rapidly in the profession and was soon re-
garded as the leading advocate and most eloquent orater in
the state. He was elected 1o the lower house of the state legis-
laruee in 1841, to the upper house in 1843, to the Congress in
1844, and was reélected, serving until his resignation on Sep-’
tember 1, 1845

His first debate in Congress with Thomas L. Clingman was
so violent that a duel was foughe in which neither was
injured. He was relieved of all political disabilities arising
from fighting the duel by a special act of the Alabama legisla-
ture, passed over the governor's veto.

Yancey became the recognized leader of the movement for
southern independence. From the time he resigned from Con-
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gress until the inauguration of Lincoln, he wielded a power-
ful influence; he believed in secession, was for a southern re-
public, and even advocated reopening the African slave trade.

The Alabama platform of principles written by him in 1848
in answer to the Wilmot proviso was his confession of faich,
and he never deviated from it, even when the temptation of
the vice-presidency was offered him on the Democratic ticket
in 1860, Yancey spent vwelve years arousing the South to the
impending danger to their institutions, States’ rights associa-
tions were formed, and a League of United Southerners was
organized. By 1860 he dominated Alabama politically, as old-
line Whigs and Democrats adhered to the principles ex-
pressed in Yancey's platform. The platform presented by Yan-
cey stated that the Constitution is a compact between sov-
ercign states, that citizens are entitled to enter into territories
with their personal property intace, and without interference,

When Yancey went to the state Democratic convention at
Montgomery on January 11, 1860, the legislature had already
appropriated two hundred thousand dollars to arm the state
against attack. The issue was not pressed to a conclusion in
the Charleston national Democratic convention, and a ma-
jority of Southern delegates walked out. At an adjourned con-
vention at Baltimore, Douglas adherents completed the de-
struction begun at Charleston by refusing to seat the Yancey
delegation from Alabama. 50 the Constitutional Democratic
Party was organized under Yancey's guidance, and Breckin-
ridge was nominated for the presidency.

Following Lincoln's election, Yancey directed the proceed-
ings of the Alabama cohvention and penned the ordinance of
secession. In March, 1861, he was sent by Provisional Presi-
dent Jefferson Davis as the Confederacy’s first Commissioner
to England and France, seeking recognition. It was a hopeless
situation with which the outspoken, undiplomatic Yancey
could not cope, and when Queen Victoria proclaimed English
ncutralicy, his brilliant but futile career came to a climactic
close,

He returned to Alabama in 1862, was elected to the Senate
of the Confederacy, and served until his death on July 27,
1863, When he died, at forty-nine, he was resisting centralized
government in the Confederacy as he had fought it in the
Union. _

William Lowndes Yancey was an independent, dedicated

spirit. He paid no homage to power or position, scorned con-

descending acclaim, and obeyed only the dictates of his own
conscience and judgment. He spoke the truth as he saw it.
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WILLIAM LOWNDES YANCEY
Portrait by Dalton Shourds.

From "Sons of the South"

Y

et K. Py
Eﬁﬁ?j4’4ilpﬁﬁéii?

T



