
A SHORT SKETCH OF TI{E LIFE OF JOHN MOSS

Born: 6 March, 1820

I.{ewton, Yorkshire, England

FORWARD -

Through the years, in writing this sketch of Grandfather Jolrn Moss,
whom I was never privileged to know in his lifetime, for he passed away
before I was born, I have grown to feel I know him very well. I have sought
to glean the facts concerning his life from old records and from members of
his own family, church history, and etc., and to put them in order, he has
many times seemed very close and near to me. I have come to appreciate
the splendid man he much have been-and as his obituary stated, which was
published in the Desert News at the time of his death, "He had lived and
labored diligently for the cause of truth till the time of his death. To know
his was to respect him. May he rest in peace until the morning of the first
resurrection."

, We can never say a history is full and complete until it has been
confirmed by the person of whom the history is written, ffid I am sure much
more could be said of the life of this great man if we knew all of the facts.

More than one hundred and eighty years ago there lived in the little
town of Goosnargh, Lancs, England, a farmer by the name of Robert Moss
who was born 14 August, L774. At that time, England was under the rule of
King George III, a very moral but stubborn Kittg. Agriculture was the
principle industry of England, and the land holding class ofpeople exercised
the strongest influence over the government.

This same year that Robert was born, the colonies over in America
were determined to free themselves from England - their mother country. It
was September of this year that the first "Continental Congress" assembled.
Here the resounding "Liberfy Bell' clanged out to all the world America's
Declaration of Independence !



For the first ten years of P.,.obert's life, England knew a great deal of
trouble with America, Spain and Ireland. Many freedom loving people in
England had left its shores for America. They were called the Pilgrims.

Robert was married 6 February, L794, to Margaret Kelsall, who was
born 16 November, 177I. Th*y both lived to the age of 7l and76
respectively. To them was born 4 July, 1794, a son whom they called Hugh.
As he grew to manhood he married on'26 December, 1818, to Elizabeth
Rushton, who was born 20 April, 1795; and like his father he followed the
vocation of the agriculturist. He became forest steward for the Townleys.
Five daughters and five sons were born to them. John, Robert, William,
Henry and Joseph. Elizabeth, Margaret, Mary, Mary Ann and Jane. John
and Robeft later.....both finally settling and making their homes at Bountiful
and Woods Cross. Utah.

John of whom this sketch is written was the oldest child of Hugh and
Elizabeth, and was born 6 March, 1820, at Newton, Yorkshire, England.

Over in this new land of America, where men were permitted to
worship according to the dictates of their own conscience, a new religion
came forth by divine revelation to a man by the name of Joseph Smith. He
organized and established the "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints"
on 6 April, 1830. A few years later the missionaries were sent out into the
world to proclaim this Gospel. The first missionaries were sent to England
in 1837. In the Church Historian's Office, F-C 82,7 Seventies Quorum
Genealogical Records Pt. 3 Record of members 25ft Quorum Page 36, we
find John Moss registered in that record as follows: John Moss, Nauvoo,
October, 1845. Born in Newton in Yorkshire, England.

John Moss who was the son of Hugh Moss, who was the son of
Robert Moss who was the son of Hugh, was baptized'rnthe spring of 1840
by David Moss. The record goes on to say that John was ordained into the
25th Quorum of Seventies on the 9th of April, 1845 in Nauvoo, Illinois.

David Moss was the son of Robert Moss and Margaret Kelsall. Three
members of that afamily joined the Church and came to Utah. William,
Thomas and David. William is the Genealogical heir in our family research
because he was the first Moss to be baptized,. These men were John's
uncles.



"'15

John was numbered with one of the first groups of Saints that came to
this country for the sake of the restored Gospel. we do not know which
cornpany or ship as some of the earliest records are lost and names of
individuals were not always recorded, only the names of the captains who
had charge of the various groups. As the time went on, thousuttdr ofpeople
came to the United States for the sake of the Gospel.

The trip across the Atlantic Ocean was a long and tedious, and aftbr
landing, he wended his way across the very ruggeo ano sparcelypopulated
states to Nauvoo, Illinois, where the body of the Saints *Lt" locaied with the
Prophet Joseph Smith as their prophet and Seer.

John passed through all the trials that the Saints passed through during
the next four years. This was a great period of growth and persecution for
the saints in Nauvoo and surrounding territory. From 1g40 to 1g44, the
church grew in numbers and prospered greatly; and they continued to
receive their usual terrible persecution. It was during this time that the
Nauvoo Temple was in the process of being built. The Prophet was hunted
and his life threatened. The Prophet gave the word that the Saints were to
prepare to.make a move. This time to the West - to the Rocky Mountains.
on the 27th of June, l}44,the prophet was martyred which teit his people
witbout their leader.

In the early part of 1$44,John was living in pike county, Illinois,
which is southeast of Nauvoo. He lived with iman and his amitv bv the
name of Daniel'Wood, who was president of the branch of Saints in that
territory. John fell in love with his ordest daughter Rebecca. The were
married, 4 January,1844. (photostatic copy of marriage license in
possession of Cousin Pauline Cluff Foutz.) Onthe 16ft of November, Lg44,
their first child was born. she was called Maty after her grandmother Mary
Snyder Wood. John and Rebecca cast their lot along with Rebecca,s father
and family; and during the next year they suffered in sickness and
persecution. Rebecca's brother Henry died in Ig45. His death was due to
exposure and inclement weather while guarding the family and Saints from
the mobs. Henry was sixteen years of age. He was takenlo the Nauvoo
burial grounds and buried by the side ofhis little twin sisters, Catherine and
Mury, who died in 1842.

After a few months they were driven from their home in pike Counfy,
Illinois- They went over to Nauvoo where they stayed a short time while




