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Io ¥y Grandchid ren: I bequeath this brief history of

DAVID SESSIONS, UTAH PIONEER

Mazny genealogical problems remain unsolved in connection with the Sessions family
of America, but rather than leave you with no historical information concerning our
branch of this family, I shall put down a few of the interesting items which I have
learnsd while seeking some of the records.,

There are those who contend that our earliest known Colonial progenitor, Alexander
Sessions, was a son of Samuel Sessions who came to America with the Winthrop Company in
1630, Perhaps he was, but I have yet to find a record to prove that statement., The
first positive record I find of Alexander Sessions is a deposition he made before Simon
Bradstreet on 27th, first month, 1669, in which he reported his age as 2, years. Thus,
his birth date would fall in the year 1645, but where he was born or who his parents were
is not verified. On the 24th of April, 1672, at Andover, Massachusetts (Mass. 20 Vol. 1
Pe 507) he merried Elizabeth Spoffard, daughter of John Spoffard and Elizabeth Scott,
very influential citizens of the town of Rowley, Massachusetts. He took his Freeman's
oath 10 October, 1677 (Am. Pub. H. Vol. 3 p. 96). He was granted an 80 acre plot of
land in Andover, Mass. where he and his family resided until his death 26 February,
1687/8. The administration of his Will was not completed until 8 March, 1696/7. By
this time his widow had married a Mr. Low as indicated when she signed the documents,

To Alexander and Elizabeth Sessions were born eight sons and one daughter. Since he
named one of these sons Samuel, it is possible that Alexander's father's name was Samuel,
or these eight sons, Samuel was our progenitor. He was born at Andover, Massachusetts
on 8 March, 1679/80. Said Samuel acquired part of his father's estate, purchased other
lands and was influential in town affairs although he held no prominent positions. On
17 February, 1707/8, at Topsfield, Mass. he married Mary Cox of Topsfield. The name
Mary appears many times in many Cox faiily records. It would require innumerabla houra

of reading of Wills and checking on Cox families to determine who the parents of our

Mary Cox were. To state that she was "of Topsfield" does not necessarily mean that she
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wax born there, This is another of our genealogical problems,

Some of the Andover vital statistics are very old and worn, but with the help of
some Court records, I find that Samuel and Mary Cox Sessions had six children, two girls
and four boys., The two girls and one boy died while young-~leaving Samuel, Timothy and
David. Onme court record gives the baptismal date of these three boys as 29 August, 1736,
all on the same day and at a time when they were young men. There are too many possible
reasons for such a condition and since I have no proof as to why it was as stated, I shall
not discuss the matter. But it does let us know that they eventually found a religious
denomingtion to their liking. The birth date of David remains distinctly in the old
Andover town record as 25 January, 1718/19, however, the name is worn away. Were it not
for family traditions and old family records, we should not recognize this as the birth
date of our progenitor., The father, Samuel, drowned while trying to cross a stream of
water near the home on 6 December, 1750 (age 70 years) and the mother, Mary died the
following spring 28 February, 1750/1 (old calendar).

Although most of the early American colonists fled from persecution in their native
lands, they expressed no intention of casting off their allegiance to their Mother Country.
The first Compact signed on American shores bore no malice when it stated "for the Glory
of God, the advancement of the Christian faith and the honor of our King and Country".
Most of them had reason to be pround of their ancestors and were not inclined to revolt,
However, they soon lcarned that their progress lay in their own hands and if they were
to profit by it, they would need to form an alliance amongst themselves to promote
their project. Although their ideas of freedom were rejected at the English Courts,
their Charter seized (168L), taxations fixed without representation, their norts closed
to trade and many other irritating incidents took place, yet they complied with the
demands of England to furnish forces to assist with quelling the disturbances promoted
by the French and Indians. This they did willingly in order to prove their loyalty
and protect their hard earned homesteads in America.

One purpose of this short stery is to show in vwhat way our branch of the Séssiona
- family helped to bring about "the Glory of God and the advancement of the. Christian

- faith" and what hardships were endured before this could be accomplished. In order that
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the seed planted might mature into a wholesome stock, the ground must be mace re=
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1

mich labor and knowledge of planting. Also, if one would spin a fine even thrsz

:
|

one must learn to handle the distaff and svind1; with skill., Such tasks are nct zzcc
plished in a day.

In Massachusetts A 7 b Vol. 2 p. 216 (Vital Records of Andover, Mass,), we find ize
marriage of David Sessions, son of Samuel and Mary Cox Sessions, and Mary Lancxsford or

Langsford. Here ie another of our genealogical problems, The marriage record states

in the vital statistics of Andover. I am inclined to believe that she was a descendant
of Richard Lancksford who died in Plymouth, Mass. (Am, Publ A Vol. 1 p, B83), but since
he left ne Will or other documents it will take much research to prove who his children
were and follow the line to Mary "of Andover."

David was twenty-five (25) at the time of his marriage and commenced almost
immediately to acquire land in Boxford and Andover, Massachusetts. Their first child
was "Hettee™ born 19 August, 17uL. On 21 August, 1745, David Sessions of Andover,
yoeman, bought of Jacob Marston of Andover, 6 acree of Wades Meadows (B3 A2 p. 18).
Their next twe children were Samuel and then our David (Born 11 May, 17.9. On 31 May,
1751, David Sessions, Sr., purchased of KNathan Towne, LO acres with house in Andover
and then in July of 1752, he bought a parcel of land of his Unéle Samuel, It contained
57 acres with a brook running through it. The Deed was signed by Samuel and his wife
Hannah (Gray) and witnessed by Timothy Sessions. Three more children were born to thex,
namely, Mary, Darius and an unnamed daughter.

Following the birth record of our David, son of Samuel and Mary Cox Sessions, is
ﬁhis notation, "Died in his country's service at Crown Point, December 1756",

In 1755, the Governors of Virginia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Maryland and
Massachusetts, met at Alexandria, Virginia. They planned a four fold attack on the
French at Ft. Duquesne, Ohioj Niagara; Crown Point (near Lake Champlain) and Ft.
Beausejour in an attempt to put an end to the constant raidings by the French ﬂnd Indians
on the border towns of these Colonies. They defeated the French at Crown Point at the

" Battle of Lake George (8 Sept.) but the Colonists make the mistake of not taking over







