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To lty Grandchild ren: I bequeath thls brief hlstory of

DAVrD SESSroNS, urAE PToNEER,

rrngr gan€aloglcal problens renaLn unaolvcd in connectlon wlth thc Seeslons foorl Iy
of brler, but rather than leavc you with no historlcal infornation eoncarnlng our

bnncb of thte f""tilfr I Bhrll ptrt dorn r fev of the lntercsting iteru whlch f bavr

learmd rfrlIc seeking sore of tlrc rccords.

Therc arc thosc who contcnd tAat our carllest knom Colonlel progenltor, lb-qndlr
Sceej-ons, wes a aon of Sau.rel Scsslona who canc to lnerlca with thc lfinthrop Couoeny ln
1530. Perbaps he wra, btut I have yet to flnd e record to provc thet statsnent. 1bc

first positive record f fld of llexrndcr Sessions 1s a deposition be nedc bafo' Strna

bedstreet on 27tb,, flrat nontb, 1:6fl9r in rhlch he relrorted hla age as 2J-1 years. thua,
hls birth date would fall ln the year 16,115, but nberc he was born or rho his parents nerG

ls not verjjled. On thc Zhth of Aprll, L6TZ, at And,over, t{assachusctts (Hass. 20 Vo1. 1
p. 507) he ureffied Ellzebet'h spoffard, daugbter of John spoffard and Ellzabetb scott,
very lnf)-uential ci-tlzens of thc torn of Rowley, tdeseechusetts. Ee took hie Freetrenrs

oath 10 October, 16fJ (ln. pub. E. VoI. 3 p. 95). Ha was granted an g0 ecre plot of
lmd in Andover, Hass. r*rerc b end hls faniLy rusldad untll hla deatb. 25 Februaryl

168?/8. The adrnlnistration of hls illll nas not comoleted untl1 I l{arch , :16rf,h. ry
thl-s tirne hls rridow had married e l{r. Iow ae lndicated whcn shc slgned the docunentar

To Alexander and Ellzabeth Sessionc wcrc born eight aons end one d,aughter. Since he

namcd one of these song Samuel", it j-s posoible that Alcxanderrs fatherrs name wae Senrel.

0f theee eight sonsr Samue1 wa6 our progenitor. Ee was born at Andover, llessachusctta

on 8 liercb, 1679/80. Said $mrel acquJred part of his fatherr s estatc, purchascd othcr
lenda and waa influenttal ln torn rffalra a.lthough he held no prominent pocd-tlone. OD

17 fcbnrery, L7o7/8, at Topaflcld, tdaas. he nerricd ltar5r Cor of ?opsfield. thc nrlr
tary 4peErrF !0arrJr tlnca ln nary Cor fad.ly rccordl. It rould roqulrc lnnunerabb borrr
of rcadlng of l6-ILs and chccldng on Gox fenlll.cr to detcratne rho tJre parents of our

t{srt Cor wcrc. To atato tbat ahc vae rof fopafleldr doea not necraeerl\r rsrn tbet ahr
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rlr ffi'B tbera. th18 is another of our geneaS-oglcal problcrs.

Son cf thc Andover vltal statistlcs are very old and wor:n, but wlth the help of

sor corrt records, r fj,nd that samrel and l{ary cox sceaj-ons had slx chi}dr.en, two girls
and four bcys' lbe two glrls and one boy dled whiLe young--lonving Samuel, finotgr and

DavLd' otle eourt racord gives the baptlsms.l date of these three boys as 29 tugust 1 1736,

elL on the sarnc day and at a t{ln when they were young men. t'here are too nany poesible

rerJloDs for sucb a condltlon and sincc I havc no proof as to rhy it war aB atatcd, I shall
Dot dlecucs the natter. But lt does let us know that ttrey eventual\r found rrellgious
dcnonbetlon to thclr }[ktng. 1tc blrth datc of Davld rcmalns dJ.stinct\y in thc old
l- ovcr town record es 2l January t L?ll/tg, houever, thre nans ls rprn alray. LIeri.G it not

for fqDllfy tradltlone end old fa:nily rccords, ru should not recognizo thla as the blrtrh
datr of our progsni tor. the fathcr, Sa:me1, drovncd vhile trylng to croct r atres.D of
rater near the hone on 6 Deccurber, I75O (aga ?O yeara) errd the mother, t{a:y dlad thc

folloirirg sprlng 28 February, t?$O/t (o1d calendar).

Although most of the early Anerican colonists fled fron persecuti.on in thcir native

lands, they exprcssed no intention of casting off their allegianee to their Hother country.

Tbe first Comcact slgncd on lmerlean shores bore no naJ:lec when it stated nfor the 01or;7

of 0odr the advancement of tbe Ch:'l-stlan faith and the honor of our King and CountrXf.

Mogt of then had reaaon to be pround of theLr ancestors srd were not lnclined to rwolt.
Eorrcver, they soon lcarned ttrat their progress Lay ln their onn hards and lf they werc

to profit by tt, thqy rould necd to forn en g]]isngs anonget theneelves to pronote

thctr proJect. Although their i-deas of freedon were reJectcd at tbe Eng]:lsh Courtal

thclr Charter seized (168h)r taxations flxed wlttrout representatton, thelr norts closcd

to tradc and nany other irritating lneidents took place, yet they cornplled uitJr the

dcnenda of Englard to furndsh forces to assi.st rrlth queJ.llng thc disturbances prorcted

bythcFrenchendIrrdians.Ihisthcyd1drt11tngly1nordertoprovethel.rIoyaIty

end pnotect, theLr hard earned honesteads in lmlcr.
Om purpose of ttlla ehort ltct lr to shov tn whet ury our branch of the Seaai.ou

fedfy helped to brtag about rtbc Olory of Ood a nd thc edsanocunt o! tbr Chricttrn
fdttri and rhat hardshtpa uerc cndurcd baforc this could be eccoupllshrd. In or"dar tbrt
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tbc acad p'lqntcd tdght nat,ura into a ntrolesotm atock, tln ground m:sb be Eaae :€::I :n

nrcb Labor arrl knowlcdga of planting. AIso, lf one rould epln a flne erven tirea:'- -:je.,

one nust learn to hendlc the dl.steff and spindlc wlth ski]-l. Such tasks are n:i '-:::.u-

pll'shcd in a dry.

In Hasceahugetts l ? b YoL. 2 p. 216 (Vttat Becords of lndover, Hass.)r *e l-: -e
n&rrlegc of Dryld Seasione, son of S+'mcI ad llary Cox Scsslons, and l{ary Lanckslerc cr

rrngaford. Hcrc le anothcr of our geneelogleal nroblans. Ihc nerriage raeorC 6-.4'-es

tbat Hary Lancksford wrs rof Ando''ner, l{a6E.r, honever, thera ere no Larcksfords reeeroec

ln the vltal atetlatlca of Andovcr. I an incllned to be1:levc that she ras a descenCait

of Rlchard Lancksford uho dled ln Plynmth, Haca. (tn. nrUl A VoI. 1p' 83), bu! 6-ce

be lcft rp lJlI[ or otber docr::aent,e lt ${'l'l take much rescarch to prcre who hle eiri-i:rea

wcrc ad folLow the llne to ltary rof Andover.n

David wes twenty-ffve (25) at tbc tlnc of hls nalriage and cosnencsd alnoel

lnnediately to acqulrc lard ln Bo:rford and Andover, ttasstchusetts. Their first chi-}d

wea nEetLeen born 1,9 Awuet, I?Llr. On 2!- August, l..7\5, Davtd Sesslons of Andover,

Jroe6an, bolght of Jecob llrrston of lndcrver, 6 rcrcs of l.Iades lleadows (Al L2 p. 18).

Ih:lr nerct two childrcn rera SamueL end then our Davld (gorn IL !{ay, 17b9. on l1 t{ay,

J|51', Darrid Sesslons, Sr., ourchaecd of fiathan Tonne, lr0 ecres rrith house ln lndover

arrd then in JuIy of 1752, he bought e percel of Land of his Unclc Samuel. ff genleinod

5? acres with a brook runnlng throrgh 1t. lhc Dced wes slgncd by SamucL and hls #-fc

Ilanruh (Aray) and witneseed by TtnotJry Seseiont. Threa lprc chlldren vere born to thau,,

narmll I'daryr Darlus and an unnarrcd daughter.

Following the birth reeord of g &I19, son of Sanucl and Mary Cox Sessl-ons, la

this notetion, nDLed in hie countryrs serrrlcc at Cronn Point, December lt756tt.

ID L755, the Oovernors of Vlrginial North Carol.:lna, Pennsylvanla, HaryLand s'Dd

l{ecarchusetts, net at Alexandrte, Virglnla. Tbey pJ-anrcd e four fold rttnck on tbr

FrGnah rt Ft. Duguesne, Ohlo; Niagara3 Crown Potnt (near lalc Charplela) anci Ft.

BorurJour in en attcrqpt to put en cnd to thc constant reldlnga by the Frencb as6[ farr{rnr

on tbc bordcr torna of theac Colonles. thay dafeatcd thr Frenah et Crorn Polnt rt tbl

Br?tl of Irkc Ocorgr (a S"Oa.) but the Colonlats urkc tbr nlstakt of mt talC-ng ovr




