On October 21, 1955, Brice Orley Yancey and Marlene Hale
were married for time and for all eternity in the Idaho Falls
Temple. This is the story of how their lives began, how they
came to know each other, and their lives since that first meeting.

Brice was born the 8th of March, 1930, He was in rather
a hurry to make it into the world., In fact he was in such
a hurry that his mother ended up delivering him herself at
home. He was born in the early spring. The grass was green and
the flowers were growing.

His sister, Lydean was 17 months older then he, and two
years later his second sister, Cleo, was born. So he learned how
to play with the girls. He was given a cute little boy dol1l
from his Aunt Alice, and when he started to school, his mother
made him a Pinocchio doll, He took it to school to show to all
the kids.

He 1lived across the street from the Barrus family. The
Barrus kids, Gene and LaMar, were among some of his best friends.
He also often played with Kent Seamons, Harold Mangum, and Leroy
Barney.

He was an active child always getting into some kind of
trouble., One time while playing, he ran into a fence and cut
up his face pretty bad. Later, he fell on the tractor scraper
and cut himself again. He still carries the scar from that
accident. Another day, he decided to run away from home.

He took off pulling his little wagon and carryving his dolly.

One summer Brice went with his dad and eome cousins up in
the mountains to get timber. They camped overnight there and
they slept in the back of the truck., During the night a bear,
smelling food, climbed into the back of the truck with the kids.
Everyone began to scream, except for Brice, who was too little
to know what was going on.

On another occasion while his father was out plowing the
field, his sister, Lydean, fell of f the tractor and was run over
by one of the steel wheels. Luckily she fell into a ditch and ’
the wheel only left an impression on her head and body. But Brice
thought it looked cute and wanted to try it too. Needless to
say, his parents wouldn't let him.

When he turned six years old he started school in the
first grade at Groveland., Some of his grade school friends
were Kent Seamons, Leroy DBarney, Harold Mangzum, an’ others.

One summer the family took another trip to Yellowstone, One
evening they were getting everything ready for the night, and
Brice's father sent him down to the river to get water, Well,
he decided to take the long way and walk down the road! After
about a half hour to an hour later, his parents became concerned
becaina2 he halin't retirnal,. 1is father got so worried, that he
jumped into the truck, backed over the fishing poles that were
resting against the back end, and went tearing down the road
looking for him, When he was finally located, Drice stated that
it was not he that was lost, but it was Mom and Dad who were
lost.

, On the 30th of April 1938, Brice was baptized in the Groveland
ward by J. Leonard Briggs. May first he was confirmed by Joseph

—

F, Jensen.




One Sunday he and a bunch of his friends had the opportunity
to go to Idaho Falls to the temple there, before it was dedicated,
They had the privilege of using one of the rooms in the temple
for a Sunday School meeting. They also received souvenirs from
the temple. They were little pieces of wood, used in building
the temple.

He and his friends had many fun activities together., They
had many snow ball fights around the horse barns. On "clean-up"
day at school, they raked up leaves and trash, and then after-
wards had a picnic to celebrate their work,

In the sixth grade, the grade school burnt down and so
they started going to Blackfoot to school. Brice attended
Junior High School in Blackfoot. His favorite teachers were
Mr, Harding and Mr. Scofield. He learned how to play the fife
from his music teacher, Mr, Harding.

He was ordained a deacon on July 5, 1942 by Willard S,
Wray.

He also attended high school in Blackfoot. He played
junior varsity basketball, with Thomas Pierson, Leroy Barney,
Harold Mangum, Gary Hill, and Dean Hill. Brice played guard
and was a very good player. In one game he made 18 points.
They won the championship, went to regionals and with this
came away with second place, and then went to state and took
third place.

He was ordained a teacher on July 15, 1945 by Wintle A,
Bingham. On the 11th of May 1947, he was ordained a priest
by his father, Nathan Orley Yancey.

He attended seminary for three years at Blackfoot., He
graduated the 11th of May 1947, His teachers were R.G. May,
Cheney, and Robertson. Brice graduated from high school on
the 20th of May 1948,

The following summer, he worked with his father on the farm.
With some of the money he earned, he bought himself his first
automotive vehicle! It was a motorcycle.

That fall he attended college at the University of Utah.,
At the time it was an agricultural college, so of course his
area of emphasis was agriculture.

The following winter he did not return to the U. of U.,
but instead, attended Idaho State University and studied carpen- .
try., One job he had was working on the Groveland ward chapel.,
Part of his time he donated, and part of the time he was paid
wages.

Brice was ordained an elder on the 28th of August, 1949
by Howard Packham,

In 1949, Brice bought his first car, It was a used 1949
Ford sedan., He used it a lot to get from home to school and on
his other excursions,

During the fall, as the draft ha? begun, he applied for
a draft deferrment so that he might be able to work on the farm,
But his request was rejected, and on February 6th, 1951, Brice



was drafted into the army. He was sent to Camp Cooke, California
for basic training with the 747th Amphlibious Tank Battalion.
On September 11lth, he was promoted to PFC,

Soon he received word of their plans for heading overseas,
He went home for a short visit and then en November 25th reported
in at Fort Lawton, Washington. On December 15th, they left
harbor, headed for Maine Lynx, Japan., Christmas day was spent
at sea, and they finally spotted Japan on December 31st,

He was first sent to Camp Drake and then went to a medical
school at Camp Bender near Ota City, Japan. He trained to be
a dental maintenance technician, and graduated on March first.,
On April 18th he left for the Nagoya Air Force Hospital to install
Equipment, and in June he installed a dental clinic in Omi ja.
He worked a lot with two old Japanese men. Since neither Brice
nor the other American men .could speak Japanese, they nicknamed
their friends "Papasan" and 'Papasi.”

Near the end of June they took an excursion and went to
Lake Haruna swimming. They also stopped to visit with the L.D.S.
missionaries,

In August, Brice was promoted to a corporal. In the follbwing
months, they had many parties. The Service Club traveled to
Nikko in September and Tokisaki in October.,

Between the 15th and the 21st of December he was sent to
Camp Fuji to install dental units and on December 27th he left
Camp Drake for home, He left from Yokohama on December 30th
and arrived in San Francisco on January 9th,

On January 21st, 1953, he was transferred to Camp Stoneman,
California to the Army Reserve, He soon returned home and his
father gave him the responsibility of farming the forty acres,
On the way to the farm, he often passed the Nathan Hale home
and sparks began to fly,

That year his father bought some desert ground near Aberdeen,
It was 280 acres of land and he bought it for $6,000., . It was quite
rocky and had an eld corral, and a hand pump., He then gave the
land over to Brice to take care of,.

Brice got a loan from the bank and had a well drilled and
pump put in for irrigation. He spent the summer clearing the
brush off the land, and then during the winter he went to I.S.U. and
studied Automotive Mechanics.

Brice also had church responsibilities, He was made heme
teacher over some of the members in the ward and wrote in a
letter saying: "Iwas ward teachlng last night anﬁ now there is
3 television sets on our beat, Boy, it sure slows us up i7 ==
stay to see a half hour program at each place, Don't get me
wrong, though we do give them some lessons, b we on]
television once a month it is sort of interestinszs.
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The following summer of '54, Brice began
He raised grain that first year and durinz =& 1TE >
attended ISU, this time studying diessl mechanics., Ciztentines
they didn't have any tractors or farco i = ;
because everyone was out farminz ani ¢ T §TaE :
to bring their machinery in, sc the students wooll take Turms
bringing their cars in and wor : -



